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CONSTITUTION 

OF   THF, 

i'OPSFIELD   HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

Adopted,  December  14,  1894. 


ARTICLE  I. 

This  organization  shall  be  known  as  The  Topsfield  Historical  Society. 

ARTICLE  II. 
Its  object  is  the  collection,  preservation  and  study  of  all  historical  materials 
relating   to  the  town  of  Topsfield,  and  it  also  shall  be  the  the  purpose  of  the 
society  to  encourage  the  study  of  natural  history  in  its  various  brandies. 

ARTICLE  III. 

The  officers  shall  consist  of  a  President,  Vice-President.  Secretary.  Treasurer, 
Curator,  and  an  executive  committee,  five  in  number,  of  which  the  President. 
Vice-President  and  Secretary  shall  be  ex  orficio 'members.. 

All  officers  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the  annual  meeting. 

ARTICLE  IV. 
The  Secretary  shall  give  notice  of  all  meetings  and  record  their  proceedings, 
and  at  the  annual  meeting  shall  make  report  of  the  doings  of  the  Society  for  the 
preceding  year. 

lie  shall  also  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  all  donations  and   preserve  a  record 
1      of  the  same. 

ARTICLE  V. 
The  Executive  Committee  shall    have  general   charge  of  the   Society,   and   it 
shall  be  their  duty  to  select  suitable  subjects  for  discussion  at  each  meeting  and 
arrange  for  the  preparation  of  papers  or  addresses  on  the  same. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

All  persons  interested  in  the  objects  of  this  Society  are  eligible  for  membership. 

ARTICLE  VII. 
Any  person  may  be  elected  a   member  at  a   regular  meeting  by  a  majority  vote 
of  the  members  present  and  voting,  the    name  of  such  person  having   been   pro- 
posed in  writing  by  two  members  at  a  previous  meeting. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 
An  annual  fee  of  fifty  cents  shall  be  paid  in  advance  by  every  member. 

ARTICLE  IX. 
Regular  meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Friday  of  every  month,   excepting 
June,  July  and  August,  and   the  meeting   held  in  January  shall  be    the   annual 
meeting  for  the  hearing  of  all    reports   ami    election    of   officers    fol    I  nv 

vear. 

ARTICLE   X 
This  constitution  may  be  amended  at    any  regular    meeting  by  a   three-fourths 
vote  of  the  members  present,  notice    thereof  having  been  given   nt    a  preceding 
I        meeting. 
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SECRETARY'S    REPORT. 


To  present  the  first  annual  report 
of  a  Historical  Society  is  an  honor 
but  few  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
embracing,  and  in  the  present  in- 
stance I  particularly  esteem  it,  be- 
cause of  the  great  and  growing  suc- 
cess of  our  Society,  which  from  a 
humble  beginning  has  gradually 
gained  in  membership  and  influence 
until  it  has  become  a  factor  in  the  | 
life  of  the  town  i 

Mv  connection  with  the  Society  I 
has  been  a  source  of  much  pleasure,  i 
and  the  custom  of  legularly  holding 
our  meetings  in  this  house  has  in  : 
part,  I  think,  added  to  their  interest,  j 
the  social  feature  naturally  proving  j 
attractive,  so  that  it  gives  me  great  j 
pleasure  to  again  extend  to  you  an  ; 
invitation  to  hold  here  the  future ; 
meetings  of  our  Society. 

In     reviewing     the     work     accom-  ; 
plished  during  the  past  year,  perhaps  : 
the  two  more  prominent    features  are  \ 
the  printing   of  historical  collections  l 
and  the  gathering  of  a    nucleus  for  a 
cabinet  collection  of    relics    and    cu- ; 
riosities.   Of  the  latter  the  number  of 
objects  is  as  yet  not  large',  but,    as  a 
small  room  in  the  Town  hall  has  been 
so  kindly  set  aside  for  our  use  by  the 
town    authorities,     it     is    hoped    our 
funds  may    increase    and    during  the 
coming  year  suitable  cabinets  may  be 
obtained    wherein    our    collection    of 
historical  rdies  may  be  properly  dis- 
played, safe  from  the  curious    hand- 
ling of    visitors.      The    expense    will 
not  be  great  and  I  would    particular- 
ly call  to  your  attention  the  needs  o\' 
the  Society  in  this    respect    with    the 


hope  that  some  means  can  be  de- 
vised for  increasing  our  revenue  with 
this  end  in  view. 

About  the  first  of  February  our 
volume  of  Historical  Collections  will 
be  ready  for  distribution.  It  will 
consist  of  about  one  hundred  pages 
of  text,  with,  several  illustrations. 
The  executive  committee  have 
thought  it  best  to  distribute  one  copy 
to  each  member  gratis  and  hold  the 
remainder  of  the  edition  at  a  fixed 
price,  hoping  to  derive  a  small  reve- 
nue from  their  sale.  While  many 
other  Societies,  historical  and  philo- 
sophical, follow  the  practice  of 
holding  their  reports  or  collections 
at  a  certain  price  in  elective  of 
membership,  your  executive  commit- 
tee have  thought  best  to  make 
distribution  hoping  by  so  d 
bind  more  eloselv  the  membership  tie 
and  place  in  tin-  hands  of  each  asso- 
ciate, whether  a  resident  of  Topslield 
or  living  in  some  distant  city,  yet 
alike  interested  in  our  work,  some 
tangible  evidence  of  their  affiliation 
with  our  Society. 

There  have  been    ten    meetings    of 
the  society  held  during  the  past  year. 
Papers  have  been  prepared    and  read 
bv  the  following  members:     Mrs.  T. 
K.  Leach.  Mrs!  Haven,  Mis.  (;. War- 
ren Towne,  Miss    Mctta    Hradstreet. 
Miss  Ada  Todd,  Miss  Esther   Dvin- 
ell,  Miss   1  Lit  tie    Todd.    Miss    ! 
Pea  bodv,  Justin  Allen.  M.  D.,   IVni. 
.1.  Hatch,  John  IL   Towne.  W .    Don- 
aldson. C  .1.  IVabody,  .L   11.  1  > 
K.   M.    Dodge    and    your    - 
and  several  of  the  papers  so  prepared 
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have  been  printed  in    the    collection. 

Sidney  Perfey,  Esq.,  of  Salem,  was 
present  at  the  iirst  meeting  of  the 
society  and  spoke  on  organized  his- 
torical work.  At  the  March  meeting 
lion.  Robert  S.  Ratitoal  of  Salem 
was  present  and  read  an  interesting 
paper  oh  "The  Era  of  the  Stage 
Coach."  .June  10  a  field  meeting 
was  held  at  the  agricultural  farm  and 
notwithstanding  severe  showers  a 
good  number  was  present.  Papers 
were  read  by  Mrs.  Abbie  \V.  Towne, 
Benj.  J.  Balch.  Charles  J.  Peabody 
and  your  secretary.  Several  points 
of  historical  interest  were  visited, 
the  company  finally  reaching  the 
house  of  George  F.  Averill,  who  very 
hospitably  threw  open  his  doors  and 
entert  lined  the  society  royally. 

On  Sept.  20  a  well  attended  public 
meeting  was  held  at  the  Town  hall 
when  Exr:!  Mines,  Esq  ,  of  Danvers 
delivered  an  address  on  the  --.Mean- 
ing and  Value  of  Historical  Socie- 
ties" and  also  described  his  search 
for  the  portraits  of  the  Browne  fam- 
ily, the  builders  of  the  Folly  hill 
mansion  in  Danvers.  Charles  .1. 
Peabody  also  read  a  biographical 
sketch  on  Dr.  Nehemiah  CJleavelaud. 
At  the  December  meeting  Pew  A.  P. 
Putnam,  president  of  the  Danvers 
Historical  Society,  was  present  and 
delivered  a  lecture  on  l%Our  Histori- 
cal Societies." 

The  donations  to  the  cabinet  num- 
ber 22j  and  to  the  library  15,  These 
will  bf  properly  acknowledged  in  the 
intr-oduelory  pages  of  the  historical 
collections. 


John  Hood  Gould,  an  honorary 
member,  died  Feb.  11,  18'J5,  and  in 
his  death  the  society  meets  with  a 
great  loss. 

The    membership    at    the    present 
time  is  ninety-four  and   in    this    con- 
nection I  would  call  your  attention  to 
the  fact  that  every    additional    mem- 
i  bership  fee,  small    as    it    may    seem, 
i  aids    the  society    in     its     work    and 
I  broadens  the  range  of  its  usefulness. 
I  We  need  a  larger  membership.     We 
|  should    find    inscribed    on    our    rolls 
many  interested  in  our   work,  though 
non-residents    of     Topsfield.        The 
value    of    the    historical     collections 
might  be  held  up    as   an    inducement 
toward  an  increased  membership,  but 
in  any  case  let  each  member  propose 
|  one    new    name    during    the    coming 
i  year  and  by  so  doing  double  our  roll. 
I  would  suggest  that   the   office  of 
curator   be    separated    from    that  of 
I  secretary  and  an  organized    effort  be 
I  made    toward     the    accumulation    of 
large  additions  to  our   cabinet  collec- 
tions.     In  many  an  old   attic  in  town 
lie  buried    valuable    relics   of    a    by- 
!  gone  day,  and  with  the  acquisition  of 
I  closed  cabinets  each  member    should 
|  take  particular   pride    in    preserving 
|  for  the  society  these  various  objects. 
I  and  in  time  would  result  a    collection 
!  that  fittingly  might  represent  the  his- 
|  toric  life  of  our  town   from    the    eai  - 
!  best  times. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Gko.  Pi:>.  Dow. 

^ecivtarv. 
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TREASURER'S    REPORT. 

For  the  year  ending  Dec.  31st,  1895. 


Receipts. 

Annual  dues 

Geo.  L.  Gould,  donation 


Expenditures. 

$43.00 

Printing  historical  col. 

$16.50 

2.00 

Printing,  typewriting,  etc. 

5.40 

Postal  cards 

10.70 

Record  hooks 

1.50 

Warren  Blues'  equipments 

7.00 

Rent  Town  hall 

2.50 

Lecturer's  expenses 

1.10 

645.00 

$44.70 

Balance  on  hand 

.30 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Geo.  Fes.  Dow. 

Tren  surer. 


DonationB  for  year  ending  Jan.  3,  i8q(x 


Cabinet. 

Cummings,  Miss  Julia  A.,  Boxford — 
Arrow  head. 

Dodge,  Albert  M. — Cabinet  cose  and  j 
collection  of  birds'  eggs  number- ! 
iug  1 1()  varieties. 

Dow,  Eugene  M. — Battered  silver' 
spoon  found  on  Price's  Mill,  1 
monogram  B.  B.  II. 

Dow,  Geo.  Frs. — Spinning  wheel ;  ; 
piece  of  live  oak  keel  of  H.  M.  , 
S.  Somerset,  wrecked  on  Cape 
Cod  iu  1771);  two  Indian  arrow 
heads  ;  stone  implement  used  for 
sharpening  Indian  tools;  badge, 
Mass.  Society  Sons  of  Ameri- 
can Revolution  ;  badge,  Essex 
Co.    lien.     Convention,    Salem. 


Aug.  24,  1887;  badge.  25th 
Natl.  Encampment  G.  A.  R., 
Detroit,  Mich..  1891  :  framed 
portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Gould,  John  H. — Hair  trunk  former- 
ly the  property  of  Jacob  Towne  ; 
ivory  headed  cane  formerly  the 
property  of  Jacob  Towne  :  green 
silk  umbrella  formerly  the  prop- 
erty of  Jacob  P.   Towne. 

Hatchings,  Mrs.  Esther W. — Feather 
plume  worn  by  Jeremiah  Stone. 
M.  D.,  when  surgeon  of  the 
CopsHcld  Warren  Dines  hi 

Johnson,  .Mrs.  Arthur — l>ra>s  bar- 
relled pistol  picked  up  on  the 
battlefield  o(  Stoningtou,  Coon. 

Kimball,    Paul    R.  —Banner    of    the 


X 


Topsticld    Fremont  and    Dayton  |  Davis,  Audi 
Club,   1856. 
Pray,  Re  if  el  1>. — Deek-Kght   from  U. 


-IcF..    Cambridge 


8.  S.  S-  Mendota  ;  gavel  turned 
from  the  oaken  frame  of  the  old  j 
Israel  Gallup  house;  piece  of 
core  boring  from  the  largest  gnu  i 
hi  the  IT.  S.  navy,  from  Wash-  j 
in'gton  Navy  Yard,  1892. 
.Stevens,  Albert  VV. — Pieces  of  clay  I 
pipes  from  a  chimney  founda-  j 
tion  in  an  old  cellar  near  Crook-  j 
ed  Pond  in  Boxford  ;  (see  Per-  j 
ley's  dwellings  of  Boxford,  page  j 
136);  two  ancient  iron  peat  i 
forks ;  piece  of  chestnut  wood  \ 
excavated  from  the  pit  of  the ; 
Topsiicld  copper  mine  in  1840.  i 
having-  been  buried  at  the  work-  I 
ing  of  the  mine  in  1771. 
Webster.  Albert — Indian  stone  axe.  : 
Welch.  Mrs.  Ellen  FT.—  Wooden  | 
tablet  inscribed  with  the  date  j 
L.759,  formerly  fastened  to  the  : 
front  of  the  gallery  in  the  old. 
meeting- house. 

Li  BRAKY. 

Averell,  Sidney  W. — Account  hook 
aud  ledger  of  David  llobbs, 
1774-94,  72  pages. 

Chandler,     James     H. — Newspaper, 
extra  number  of  Meriden,Conn., 
Republican,  Aug.  20,  1881,  con-  ; 
tabling  account  of  life  and  death  ; 
of  President  James  A.  Garfield. 


Historical  work  in  Mass.  pamph. 
1893,    55  pp. 

Edwards,  Benj.  P. — Three  shares 
stock  of  Eastern  stage  company. 

Haven,  Mrs.  Theodore  W.  —  News- 
paper, Salem  Gazette,  Mar.  28, 
1800;  certificate  of  stock  in 
Tops  field  Agricultural  Library, 
March  24,  1860;  newspaper, 
Columbian  Centinel,  Dee.  1'2. 
1810;  tax  collector's  warrant, 
177'i ;  receipt  for  Revolutionary 
service  July  11,  1776,  Andrew 
Gould. 

Johnson.  Mrs.  Arthur — Universal 
Geography  by  Rev.  Elijah  Par- 
rish.  Newburyport,l808.  214  pp. 

Lake,  Henry  W. — Newspaper.  Xew- 
buryport  Herald,  Nov.  17.  1*34. 
containing  account  of  political 
celebration  in  Tops  field. 

Perley.  Sidney,  Salem — Newspapers, 
Salem  Gazette  Sept.  90,  1774 
and  Oct    7,  1771. 

Poor.  Joseph  1>. — History  of  the 
emblem  of  the  codfish  in  the 
Hall  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, Boston,  1895, 6'2  pp. 

Welch,  Mrs.  Ellen  H. — Catalogues 
of  Topsfield  Academy  for  1840, 
187)5,  1850. 

Gko.  Frs.  Dow. 

Curator. 
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INTRODUCTORY   REMARKS   AT   THE  FIRST   REGULAR  MEET- 
ING  OF  THE  TOPSFIELD   HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 
JAN    4,  1895,  BY  THE  PRESIDENT,  JUSTIN- 
ALLEN,  M.  D. 


-It  seems  proper  on  an  occasion  like 
this,  when  a  newly  orgauized  Historical 
society  is  about  to  enter  upon  its  appro- 
priate work,  that  it  should  "lance  over 
the  field  to  be  occupied  and  touch  upon 
some  of  the  points  that  will  more  partic- 
ularly engage  its  attentiou. 

The  history  of  the  town  and  of  events 
having  relation  near  or  more  remote  to 
the  town  history  will  afford  an  ample 
field  for  our  study  and  investigation. 

We  Deed  uot  be  content  with  com- 
mencing our  studies  with  the  first  settle- 
ment of  the  town  by  Europeans,  'these 
hills  and  valleys  were,  previously  inhabit- 
ed by  other  races  than  our  own,  who 
have  left  traces  of  their  occupaucy.  A 
very  few  of  the  race  that  inhabited  this 
region  were  found  in  eastern  Massachu- 
setts when  the  first  Europeau  emigrants 
arrived.  The  previous  ueueiaf.ioiis  that 
occupied  this  locality  have  left  a  lueagre 
history  iu  rude  implements  used  in  their 
peaceful  pursuits,  in  the  chase,  and  in 
war. 

There  is  a  place  in  this  town  which 
from  the  many  pre-historic  relics  found 
there  is  called  the  "wigwam."  There  is 
another  place  where  there  have  been 
found  irregular  pieces  of  flint,  and  fliut 
chips.  The  materia)  was  doubtless 
brought  from  a  distance  and  manufac- 
tured into  arrow-heads,  spear-heads,  and 
whatever  other  articles  the  needs  and 
ingenuity  of  the  residents  might  have 
devised.  This  is  strong  evidence  that 
the  aborigines  had  a  permanent  residence 
here.  If  such  were  the  case  it  is  prob 
able  that  they  buried  their  dead  here 
also,  and  that  their  remains  lie  some- 
where iu  the  soil  ol  our  town.  I  am  not 
aware  that  any  .Indian  bones  have  been 
found  within  those  limits.  It  may  be 
reserved  for  a  member  of  this  society    to 


unearth  a  long   concealed    Indian    bury- 
iug-ground. 

The  town  records  afford  the  most  reli- 
able source  for  the  civil  hi>iorv  of  the 
place,  as  an  incorporated  municipality. 
The  oldest  records  are  somewhat  diffi- 
cult to  read,  on  account  of  their  worn  and 
to  some  extent  illegible  condition,  as 
well  as  their  ancient  orthography  a;;d 
quaint  chirography.  The  labor  of  de- 
ciphering and  transcribing  some  of  the 
more  diflicult  portions  of  the  records  has 
been  undertaken  by  one  of  our  number, 
and  we  shall  know  more  from  the  records 
Of  the  town  than  it  has  been  practicable 
to  know  heretofore. 

With  regard  to  ane'ent  landmarks  the 
location  of  the  residences  of  the  early 
inhabitants,  the  boundaries  of  farms  and 
early  grants. and  the  elncidaliou  ol  many 
obscure  allusions  in  the  town  records, 
very  much  can  be  learned  by  a  jMtieut 
perusal  of  the  Registry  ol  Deeds. 

Old  (\>.-L\]s  aud  papers  that  have  with- 
stood the  waste  of  time  and  have  been 
preserved  in  many  of  the  old  families 
will  often  give  a  clew  to  the  establish- 
ment of  important  facts.  The  same  may 
be  said  of  such  topics  as  the  history  or 
old  houses,  old  cellars,  aud  the  location 
of  old  roads.  Contemporary  with  the 
town  records  is  the  ecclesiastical  historj 
of  the  town.  Church  records,  memoran- 
da kept  by  the  ministers  and  others  are 
important  iu  throwing  light  upon  all 
matters  relating  to  the  religious  life  of 
the  people.  They  are  also  valuable  in  ■ 
genealogical  point  of  view.  Obscure 
points  in  family  history  may  be  cleared 
up  which  would  otherwise  remain  doubt- 
ful or  unknown. 

Events  of  wider    interest    cooi 
with    the   history   of  the   slate   ot    New 
England  and  of  the  United  State-,  eavli  .. 


ANNE   BRADSTREET. 

HER    LIFE    AND     WORKS. 

BY  METTA  BRADSTREET. 


Anne  Bradstreet,  noted  as  the  earliest 
female  poet  ia  America,  was  the  daugh 
ter  of  Thomas  Dudley  and  wife  of  Simon 
Bradstreet,  two  of  the  founders  and  early 
governors  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
Colony.  , 

The  ancestry  of  .that  branch  of  the 
Dudley  family  to  which  Madam  Brad- 
street  belonged  is  simply  a  matter  of 
conjecture.  Extensive  researches  have 
failed  to  provi  the  connection  with  John 
Dudley  DuK<3  of  NorihumDerland,  which 
several  of  the  Dudley  descendants  claim. 

Her  father,  Thomas  Dudley,  was  born 
in  Lincolnshire,  Eng.,  in  1576  or  '77  and 
was  the  onlv  son  of  Captain  Roger  Dud- 
ley who  fell  in  battle  In  158G.  Thomas 
was  taken  from  school  at  an  early  age 
aud  became  a  page  in  the  family  of  Lord 
Compton.  After  this  he  served  as  a 
lawyer's  clerk,  and  then  we  find  him  at 
the  head  of  a  body  of  eighteen  volun- 
teers, part  of  a  force  collected  by  Eliza- 
beth to  aid  the  French  kins*.  From  these 
various  occupations  he  derived  consider- 
able legal  skill,  straightforwardness, 
honesty  and  courage.  Under  tbe  preach- 
ing of  the  famous  Puritan  minister, 
Dodd,  he  became  a  Nonconformist  and 
ever  alter  adhered  strictly  to  the  views 
which  he  adopted. 

For  several  years  Dudley  was  steward 
of  the  Earl  of  Lincoln's  estate,  then  he 
removed  to  B  >stou,  Lincolnshire,  where 
he  bee une  acquainted  with  Hev.  John 
Cotton,  his  afterward  companion  in  ttie 
New  World.  His  wife,  Dorothy,  is 
spoken  of  in  the  record  ol  their  marriage 
as  a  "Gentlewoman  whole  Extract  and 
Eftate  were  Confiderable."  Anne  was 
their  second  child,  born  in  1612,  probably 
at  Northampton.  Of  her  early  youth  aud 
bringing  up  we  know  but  little.  She 
was  evidently  religiously  and  strictly 
trained  aud  from  her  works  It  Is  plain 
that  she  had  road  and  studied  with  unus- 
ual diligence  for  one  of  her  Ui>o  and  sex. 
At  this  time  she  had  0  rich  Ibid  of  study. 


The  quarter  of  a  century  preceding  the 
departure  of  the  Mass.  Bay  Company 
was  one  of  the  most  glorious  in  the  his- 
tory of  English  literature.  New  books 
were  appearing  it  unwonted  numbers. 
Spenser,  Sidney,  Shakespeare,  and  Cer- 
vautes  had  recently  died  leaving  choice 
additions  to  the  literature  of  the  world. 

In  this  period  of  literary  activity  Mad- 
am Bradstreet  passed  the  first  eighteen 
years  of  her  life.  With  literary  tastes 
her  surroundings  during  this  time  were 
such  as  to  create  and  satisfy  a  desire  for 
poetical  and  historical  studies.  Of  her 
mother,  who  died  in  1643  at  the  age  ol 
61,  little  is  known,  not  even  her  maiden 
name.  In  an  epitaph  to  her,  her  daugh- 
ter says  : 

"A  worthy  matrou  of  unspotted  life. 

A  loving  mother,  and  obedient  wile" — 
and  farther  01  in  the  poem, 

"A  true  instructor  of  her  family 

The  which  she  ordered  with  dexterity." 
Her  father,  too,  seems  to  have  taken 
especial  pains  in  Instructing  Ihla  daugh- 
ter if  we  may  judge  from  what  she  s  ays 
of  him  : 

"He  was  my  father,  guide,  Instructor  too, 
And  who  more  cause  to  boast   his  worth 

than  I, 
Who  heard,  or  saw,    obseived,    or    knew 

him  heiier, 
And  who  alive,  than  I,  a  prettier  debtor." 

At  Ihe  age  of  .sixteen  she  was  married 
to  Simon  Hrudstieet.  the  son  .>l  I  Non- 
conformist iii  i  nlster  of  Llncoli.shiie. 
Bradstreet  was  hoi  II  at  Horbllng,  Mauii, 
1603.  He  was  educated  at  the  grammar 
school  until  he  was  fourteen,  when  his 
lather's  death  made  it  eeceeBttffJ  Iter  him 
to  leilVH.  Ur  was  taken  Into  the  family 
of  life  Karl  of  Lincoln  under  the  caie  ol 
Dudley.  He  was  at  Emmanuel  College 
one  year,  having  had,  us  he  hlmsell  wrote, 
"a  very  pleasant  but  unpiolltahle  lime  In 
the  society  of  the  Karl  of  Lincoln'*  broth- 


er  and  other  companions."  Notwith- 
standing this  he  became  a  good  scholar, 
taking  his  bachelor's  degree  in  1620  and 
bis  master's  four  years  later.  On  Dud- 
ley's removal  to  Lincolnshire  he  became 
steward  in  his  place  managing  the  estate 
with  equal  skill,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
marriage  he  held  the  same  position  to 
the  aged  Countess  of  Warwick. 

Religious  and  political  affairs  in  Eng- 
land being  in  a  bad  state  and  boding  ill 
for  the  future,  on  June  26th,  1629.  Dud- 
ley with  eleven  others  signed  an  agree- 
ment whereby  they  pledged  themselves 
to  remove  with  their  families  to  New 
England  by  the  first  of  the  next  March, 
provided  the  whole  government,  together 
wilh  the  patent,  should  be  legally  trans- 
ferred beiore  the  last  of  September  to 
remain  with  such  plantation.  Although 
Dudley  had  from  1627  been  interested  iu 
the  planting  of  a  colony  he  evidently  had 
no  connection  with  ihe  company  till  Oct. 
15,  1629.  On  that  day  he  and  VVinthiop 
were  first  present  at  a  meeting.  On  Oct. 
20,  Dudley  was  chosen  an  assistant,  and 
on  Mar.  18,  Bradstreet  was  elected  lo  the 
same  office.  From  that  time  they  devot- 
ed their  lives  to  the  interests  of  the  com- 
pany, holding  various  blah  offices,  and 
had  at  times  committed  to  them  the 
arrangement  of  business  of  vital  conse- 
quence to  ihe  Colony.  On  board  the 
"Arbeila,"  Mar.  23d,  Dudley  was  chosen 
Deputy-Governor  In  place  of  Mr.  John 
Humphrey,  who  was  to  stuy  behind  in 
England. 

On  Monday,  March  23d,  the  little  band 
of  Puritans  a»-t  sail  in  their  four  small 
vessels,  the  "Arbeila,"  "Talbot,"  "Am- 
brose," "Jewell."  Most  of  the  prominent 
people  were  on  the  "Arbeila."  Anion:* 
them  were  Isaac  Johnson  and  his  wife, 
the  delicate  Lady  Arbwlla;  and  here,  Loo, 
was  the  governor,  John  Winthrop.  With 
them,  without  doubt,  were  Mrs.  Brad* 
street,  her  father,  mother  and  husband. 
"From  April  6th  till  June  12th  they  did 
not  again  set  foot  on  dry  laud  aud  then 
It  was  to  tread  the  soil  of  the  New 
World."  They  had  a  long,  cold,  rainy 
voyage,  thodieurli;e*sof  which  they  tried 
to  cheer  by  preaching,  singing,  lasts*  and 
thanksgiving.  Small  wonder,  that  the 
heart  of  our  poetess  thus  called    upon    to 


leave  her  native  country  with  its  many 
attractions,  and  her  pleasant  home  with 
its  dear  associations,  rebelled  for  a  while 
at  the  desolate,  even  dangerous  prospect 
before  her.  On  the  seventy-second  day 
of  their  voyage  the  homesick,  sea-worn 
travelle-rs  came  in  sight  of  the 
rocky  but  welcome  shores  of  Mt.  Desert. 
"We  had  now,  fair  sunshine  weather  and 
so  pleasant  a  sweet  air  as  did  much 
refresh  us,  and  there  came  a  smell  oft' the 
shoie  like  the  smell  of  a  garden,"  writes 
Winihrop. 

They  landed  at  Sajem,  then  after  ex- 
ploring the  Charles  and  Mystic  Rivers 
they  brought  their  goods  lo  Charleston  q 
and  here  made  a  settlement  of  tifteen 
hundred  people.  The  colony  here  v%as 
brokeu  up  because  of  lack  of  running 
water,  general  sickness,  etc.,  and  they 
went  for  a  while  to  Boston  across  lb« 
river.  In  December,  1630,  thev  decided 
upon  Cambridge  (then  called  Newtown) 
as  a  good  location  for  their  colony.  Here 
Dudley  and  Bradsireet  both  resided,  the 
former's  house  standing  at  the  corner  of 
the  present  Dunster  and  South  Streets. 
BradstreU's  stood  near  the  college*,  i>n 
the  spot  where  the  University  Bookstore 
of  Messrs.  Sever  aud  Francis  on  llai vatd 
Square,  now  Is.  Here  Madam  Brad- 
street's  first  poem  was  written  in  1632. 
at  the  age  of  li),  "Upon  a  Fit  of  Sick- 
nefs."  . 

In  1635,  Dudley  anil  Brsdstreel  aie 
found  enrolled  among  the  inhabitant  el 
Ipswich.  There  l hey  continued  from 
KJB5  to  nearly  1044.  Mrs.  Brsdstreel 
mentions  lor  residing  there,  hut  Wf«  b  ive 
no  particulars  respecting  her  stay  In  that 
town.  One  of  her  h.ng  poems,  "A  Dia- 
logue between  Old  England  and  New," 
was  written  Iheie. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1684  or  7>,  w  e 
ha\e  this  record  I  "It  !■  ordered  that  the 
laud  aboute  Coehlehowleke  jdiill  he  un- 
served for  an  inland  plantation."  ate. 
This  is  the  first  mention  of  what  was 
afterward  the  town  of  a  ml  over.     The 

early  settlements  weie  made  in  that  put 
near  Ooehichowiek  Brook,  now  known  M 
North  Andover.  To  this  settlement 
come  Simon  Brsdstreel  and  hi*  wile 
somellme  previous  lo  1844,  Here  Madam 
Bradsireet  lived  a  bn>v.    uaefttl    life,    In  r 


time  fully  occupied  by  the  cares  of  her 
family,  attendance  on  religious  meetings, 
and  other  duties  incumbent  upon  her  as 
the  wile  of  a  popular  magistrate.  Her 
husband,  too,  was  often  absent  from 
home  for  long  periods,  intent  upon  the 
business  of  the  colony,  once  even  return- 
ing to  England.  Those  were  times  of 
great  gloom  and  hardship  to  our  poetess, 
as  the  letters  written  to  her-  husOand  at 
those  periods  will  show.  The  time 
which  she  spent  in  verse-making  was 
curtailed  from  her  sleep  and  other  re- 
freshments. The  house  which  they 
occupied  there  was  burned  to  the  ground 
July  10th,  1666.  Many  of  her  books  and 
valuable  mauuscripi/s  were  thus  destroyed 
ain<>ng  them  theni  ihe  closing  part  of  her 
poem,  "The  Foui  Monarchies,"  on  which 
she  had  spent  much  time  and  labor.  The 
accident  was  so  discouraging  that  she 
had  uo  heart  to  proceed  further,  and  left 
the  poem  forever  unfinished. 

Not  far  from  the  sice  of  the  first  meet- 
ing-house of  A.ndover  is  a  large,  old- 
fashioned  house,  the  oldest  in  the  place. 
It  has  always  been  believed  in  the  town 
that  tli is  was  ihe  Governor's  house,  built 
to  tuke  the  place  of  that  burned,  and  its 
size,  solidity  of  construction  and  posi- 
tion tend  to  strengthen  the  belief.  If  so 
Madam  Bradstreet  must  have  lived  in  it 
a  few  years,  as  she  did  not  die  till  1672, 
six  years  alter  the  fire,  and  then  iu  /Vndo- 
yer.  The  house  was  later  known  to  be 
tne  residence  of  their  son  Dudley.  It 
stauds  on  the  old  Haverhill  and  Boston 
road,  within  a  few  feet  ol  the  way,  and 
has  a  southerly  aspect.  It  has  two  full 
stories  u  front  but  sloped  to  a  single  one 
in  the  rear.  The  doors  are  small  and 
low.  The  frame  of  the  house  Is  very 
heavy  with  massive  old  timbers;  an 
immense  cnimney  i  uus  up  in  the  centre. 

Mrs.  Brudstreet  had  eight  children. 
First,  Samuel,  who  was  educated  at 
Harvard  College  and  prncticed  as  a  phy- 
sician in  .Boston  for  many  years,  died  in 
the  Island  of  Jamaica  where  ho  had  re- 
moved. Scooud,  Dorothy,  who  married 
the  Uev.  Seaborn  Cotton,  eldest  sou  of 
the  Rev.  John  Cotton  of  Boston.  Third, 
Sarah,  who  married  Richard  Hubbard  at 
Ipswich,  brother  of  the  Rev.  Win.  Hub- 
bard,   the    historian.      After   his     death, 


she  married  Maj.  Samuel  Ward  of  Mar- 
blehead.  Fourth,  Simon,  also  educated 
at  Harvard,  and  ordained  pastor  of  the 
church  at  New  London,  Conn.,  in  1670. 
Fifth,  Hannah,  married  Andrew  Wigyiu 
o(  Exeter,  N.  II.  Sixth,  Mercy,  married 
Maj.  Nathaniel  Wade  of  Medford. 
Seventh,  Dudley,  who  resided  iu  Ando- 
ver,  holding  several  important  offices  iu 
the  town.  During  the  witch-craft  delu- 
siou  he,  as  magistrate,  grauted  thirty  or 
forty  warrants  lor  the  apprehension  and 
Imprisonment  of  the  supposed  witches, 
but  refusing  to  grant  inure  he  fell  him- 
self a  victim  to  the  same  charge  and  was 
obliged  to  secrete  himself  for  a  while. 
He  died  in  1702,  having  wou  the  love  aud 
confidence  of  his  fellow  townsmen. 
Eighth,  John,  bom  in  Audover  1652  and 
resided  in  Topsheld  on  Governor  Brad- 
slreet's  grant  of  land  in  the  eastern  purl 
Of  the  town.  He  married  Saiah,  daugh 
terofRev.  William  Perkins  of  this  town. 
They  had  five  children.  He  died  iu  Tops- 
fieid,  Jan.  11,  1718. 

All  but  one  daughter,  Dorothy,  were 
living  at  ihe  time,  of  Madam  Biad>ireet'« 
death  in  1672,  at  the  age  ol  sixty.  Her 
burial-place  is  unknown.  No  stoun  bear- 
ing  her  ume  can  he  found  Iu  the  old 
burying  ground  at  Andover.  It  is  prob- 
able thai  her  remains  weie  deposited  iu 
her  father's  tomb  in  Roxhury.  It  is  also 
unfortunate  that  there  is  no  portrait  of 
her  in  existence.  Four  years  alter  her 
(haiii,  her  husband  married  again,  this 
time  to  the  widow  of  Capt.  Joseph  Gard- 
ner of  Salem,  and  daughter  of  Emmaniu  1 
Downing 

Anne  Bradsl  rei  t's  descendants  have 
been  numerous  ami  many  have  achieved 
fame  In  the    World    Ol     lelterS.      Some    ol 

the  most  noted  are,  her  grandson,  Rev. 
Simon  Brudstreet,  who  though  eccentric, 
Whs  one  of  the  iuo*t  learned    men    of   his 

day.  Dr.  William  Rilerjf  Chaoulog,  the 
celebrated  divine.  Rev,  Joseph  Buck* 
m luster  of  Poittiuoutri    and     ins    hoo. 

Richard  II.  Dana,  the  poet,  and  the  Hon. 
Richard  II.  Dana,  Jr  ,  eminent  us  a  man 
ol  letters  and  lawyer,  Doctor  Olive? 
Wendell  Holmes,  poel  and  humorist. 
Mr.  Wendell  Phillips,  the  orator. 

Mis.  Uradsti  eel's  p  M  m>  show  thai  she 
had  neeii  a  faithful  student  of  lilstoi  \ ,    an 


assiduous  reader  and  a  keen  observer  of 
nature  and  of  what  was  taking  place  both 
at'  home  and  abroad.  Her  familiarity 
with  the  Bible  is  apparent  aH  through 
her  writings.  Du  Bartas,  a  Freneh  poet 
whose  works  were  regarded  with  much 
favor  by  the  Puritiins,  was  her  favorite 
author.  The  geueral  idea  of  her  longer 
poems  may  have  been  suggested  by  a 
study  of  his  works.  Sir  Philip  Sidney, 
writer,  poet,  and  soldier,  was  another 
favorite,  as  her  eulogy  on  him  will  r^how. 
Although  Madam  Bradstreet's  works 
may  be  greatly  inferior  to  what  women 
since  her  day  have  accomplished,  up  to 
tnat  time  no  poet  of  her  sex  in  Europe 
had  written  anything  of  equal  literary 
merit.  She  was  a  loving  wife  and  a  ten- 
der mother.  Her  children  were  constant- 
ly on  her  mind.  Prompted  by  her  love 
lor  them  she  wrote  out  her  religious  ex- 
periences in  a  Utile  book,  in  which  she 
also  kept  a  record  of  sickness,  religion, 
etc.  The  book  is  thus  dedicated  : 
"To  my  dear  children  :— 

This  book  by  any  yet  unread, 
I  leave  for  you  when  I  am  dead  ; 
That  b^ing  gone  here  you  may  And 
What  was  your  living  mother's  mind. 
Make  use  of  what  I  leave  in  love, 
And  God  shall  bless  you  from  above." 

From  some  ol  her  poems  it  appears 
that  she  must  have  loved  to  wander  in 
the  woods  und  fields  and  have  found 
there  the  companionship  which  she 
missed  elsewhere.  Her  constant  study- 
ing and  writing  had  evidently  exposed 
her  to  the  criticism  of  her  neighbors. 
The  fact  of  a  woman's  being  able  to  com- 
pose anything  of  any  merit  was  then  re- 
gaideu  with  the  greatest  surprise  and 
disdain.  Despite  the  danger  from  wild 
beasts  which  inhabited  the  woods,  and 
the  Indians  whose  assaults  were  a  con 
staut  drea  J,  she  continued  to  visit  Held 
and  forest,  meditating  on  their  wiuning 
charms  and  gland  and  silent  beauty: 
and  to  Parable  along  the  banks  of  her 
loved  Merriinuc,  where  .  many  of  her 
poems  were  composed.  The  graceful 
beauty  of  one  of  these,  her  "Contempla- 
tions," leads  us  to  wish  that  she  had  spent 
less  time  over  her  histories  and  sought 
more  often  the  lair  Rum  of  nature.     This 


one  poem  proves  her  more  truly  a  poet 
than  the  many  others  which  she  wrote. 
All  the  poems  in  the  first  edition  of  her 
works  were  written  before  she  was  thirty, 
though  they  were  not  published  until 
1650  aLd  theu  without  her  consent  or 
knowledge.  The  later  editions  contain 
several  poems  found  among  her  papers 
at  her  death  and  which  seem  uot  iutended 
for  publication.  Having  had  from  birth 
i  very  delicate  constitution  and  through 
life  many  sicknesses,  fevers,  etc.,  she 
boie  all  with  meekness  and  resignation. 
In  spile  of  her  feeble  health  she  con- 
tinned  to  write  till  near  the  date  of  her 
death. 

In  1647,  Rev.  John  Woodbridj^e,  her 
sister  Mercy's  husband,  sailed  lor  Kim- 
land,  taking  with  him  the  manu>cii|>t 
poems  of  our  author.  These  he  b  »>l 
published  in  Loudon  in  1650  under  the 
title  of  "The  Tenth  Mule  Lately  iprui.g 
up  in  America.  Or  Severall  Poems, 
compiled  with  great  variety  of    Wit   and 

Learning, By  a  Gentlewoman  in  ihofe 

parts."  They  were  introduced  to  ihe 
reader  in  a  short  preface  in  which  the 
author  is  described  as  "a  Woman,  hon- 
oured and  efleemed  where  the  liven,  lor 
her  gracious  demeanour,  her  eminent 
parts,  her  pious  convei  latiou,  her  cour- 
teous disposition,  her  exact  diligence  in 
her  place,  and  dilcreet  managing  ol  her 
family."  lie  also  adds:  "1  feme  the  dil- 
pleasure  ol  no  perlon  in  the  publll'hiiiij  ol 
the  fa  Poems  but  the  Author's,  without 
whole  knowledge  ami  Contrary  to  hei 
expectations  I  have  prefuined  to  bii ug  to 
publick  view  what  I  he  relolved  fhould 
never  in  Inch  manner  fee  the  Sun."  The 
poems  were  most  ex'. .ravn^antly  praised 
oh  l heir  appearance  by  Rev,  N.  Ward, 
Cotton  Mather,  Rev.  lienj.  VYoodbrtdiee, 
President  Rogers  of  Harvard  University, 
and  others. 

On  the  merits  of  her  productions  I  will 
say  but  little,  leaving  the  listener  as  Jndgfl 
for  himself.  One  can  haidly  ex  peel  ih.it 
alter  "twice  drinking  the  Better  of  her 
lines"  you  w  III  "welter  In  delight"  like 
her  enthusiastic  critic,  Prea.  Roger*. 
Even  If  they  do  not  show  much  poetic 
genlllS,  they  are  certainly  rtiuurkaMe 
when  we  consider  t  he  time,  place,  mul 
eireumsiances    under    which    llnv     were 


vvrltteD.     She  must   have    been    a    brave 

(slower  who  could  find  heart  for  song 
amid  the  danger  and  hardships  incident 
upon  life  in  the  New  World  at  that  time. 
Her  poems  are  quaint  and  curious.  They 
contain  beautiful  and  original  thoughts, 
.  some  of  which  are  not  badly  expressed 
\  aud  they  lorra  an  odd  and  valuable  relic 
of  the  earliest  literature  of  our  country. 
The  listener  must  bear  in  mind  that  no 
congenial  and  gifted  minds  were  near    to 


cheer  or  inspire  her,  no  circle  of  brilliant 
wits  to  sharpen  and  brighten  her  intel- 
lect. She  had  no  beautiful  environments, 
no  famous  works  of  art  to  elevate  or 
direct  her  taste,  but  the  country  was  a 
barren  wilderness,  destitute  of  all  poeti- 
cal associations.  Life  was  then  a  series 
of  hard,  obstinate  facts,  and  the  people 
among  whom  our  songstiess  was  called 
to  dwell  were  the  last  in  the  world  to 
encourage  or  appreciate  a  poet. 


The  Burning  0f  Rea  Tavern,  Top&field, 
October,  1836. 

A  paper  prepared  by   Mrs.  T.  K.   Leach   aud  read  before  the    Topstield    Historical 
Society,  Friday  evening,  April  5tb,  1895. 


In  the  year  1836,  Mr.  Leach  and  myself 
were  married  aud  came  to  Topstield  the 
second  day  of  May.  We  moved  into  Mr. 
Fred  Perley's  new  house,  the  one  owned 
by  Mr.  Andrew  Gould  today.  In  the 
house  lived  four  families;  in  the  upper 
tenement*  lived  iiit.:  families  ol  Neheminh 
Balch  aud  Joseph  Loveit,  ami  l)eu.  John 
Wright,  and  our  family,  occupied  the  low- 
er floor.  Mr.  Johu  Wright  manufactured 
shoes  aud  employed  many  me'»,  some  of 
whom  he  boarded  In  his  own  family.  Of 
the  many  who  lived  in  the  house  at  that 
time,  I  know  ol  but  two  btsiJes  my^ell 
who  aie  alive  today,  Mr.  David  Adams  of 
Lynn,  and  Mr.  Nehetniuh  Balch's  sou 
Charles  of  Lowell,  who  was  a  mere  child 
three  years  old,  at  that  lime.  Ou  the 
opposite  side  ol  the  street  from  which 
we  lived,  stood  the  Ilea  tavern,  which 
was  a  large  .two-story  square  bouse,  a 
barn  or  stable  owned  by  Mr.  John  Kea, 
aud  a  two-story  building,  which  wan 
occupied  by  the  llrm  o"  llei  i  Iek  &,  Perkins 
(Charles  llerrick  &  Amos  remits)  lu  the 
manufacture  of  shoe*. 

At  the  time  ol  which  I  write,  we  were 
all  young  and  lull  ol  Hie,  and  the  calls 
Wi?  made  on  one  another  were  uumeious 
aud  not  very  ceremonious.     1  often    ran 


across  the  street  to  see  Eliza  Bradstreet, 
the  house-keeper  of  Mr.  John  Kea,  aud 
Betsey  Gould,  the  maid  servaul,  who 
afterwards  became  Mrs.  Samuel  Adams. 
As  Mr.  Kea  was  a  widower  and  Eliza  his 
housekeeper,  we  often  joked  wlih  Eliza 
at  the  prospect  ol  her  becoming  Mia. 
Kea,  which  Eliza  would  promptly  re»eut. 
Betsiy  wus  not  slow,  and  with  what  aid 
I  could  give  her,  we  made  the  laveiu 
riug  with  laughter  aud  mirih. 

Now,  about  ihe  lire  which  cousumed 
the  tavern,  stable  and  sltoe  lactory,  iu 
the  lull  of  the  year  1836.  I  was  awaken- 
ed one  Mouduy  uioinlng  iu  October, 
about  one  o'clock,  by  a  noise,  ar  »usiug 
my  husband,  who  sprang  up  aud  looking 
out  of  the  window,  .said,  "We  aie  all 
ttflre,"  1  asked  him  if  I  had  Lime  to  dress, 
aud  he  said,  "Ii  is  Rea's,"  uud  gave  ihe 
ahum  iu  the  house,  which  was  alive 
instantly.  I  went  to  the  front  room  uud 
looked  out,  and  the  Haines  weie  Just 
Duisllng  out  of  the  Northwest  end  ol" 
Lite  tavern,  and  no  one  was  astir  but  the 
hostler,  Joseph  llasliugs,  who  was  iu 
the  act  of  leading  oul  one  ol  the  boises. 
Mi.  Kea  had  two,  both  u/  which  were  led 
out,  but  one  rushed  back  and  pciished. 

Mr.  Hastings  slept    lu  the  aillc    ol    the 
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tavern  next  to  the  barn,  and  being  sud- 
denly awakened  spang  from  his  bed  and 
rushed  down  stairs  and  in  his  descent 
his  first  impulse  was  to  awaken  the 
inmates.  Opening  the  door  of  a  side 
room  occupied  by  Mr.  Rea's  brother's 
family  to  give  the  alarm,  he  was  si  r pris- 
ed to  see  Mr.  Ilea  dressed  in  his  Sunday 
clothes,  with  that  huge  black  breast  pin 
on,  of  which  so  much  was  said  In  ilie 
trial  which  followed,  a  dress  which 
people  remarked  about  as  hardly  filling 
in  which  to  fight  a  tire.  Mrs.  Rea  was 
dressed  In  a  flannel  night  gown,  a  gar- 
ment which  her  husband,  whii  said  he 
could  not  tell  what  would  happen  befoie 
morning,  had  advi>ed  her  to  wear.  This 
was  testified  to  by  Mrs.  Charles  H. 
Holmes  iu  the  court,  being  so  informed 
by  Mrs.  Rea.  Mr.  Rea  had  packed  his 
trunk,  which  he  look  up  to  Mr.  Moses 
Wildes'  house,  and  threw  into  the 
window  by  the  end  door.  Mr.  Hastings 
then  opened  the  door  to  Eliza's  room  ; 
she  was  fast  asleep  with  Mr.  Rea's  little 
son. 

In  no  time  the  whole  village  was 
aroused,  and  a  man  was  despatched  ou 
horse  back  to  Salem  for  an  euglue  and 
ladders,  which  came  with  all  due  speed. 
The  engine  was  attached  to  the  town 
well  (t:  e  one  in  use  today,)  and  strange 
to  say,  it  never  sucked  air  but  once. 
Rev.  McEweu  stood  guard  over  the  well, 
that  no  water  should  be  wasted.  Mr. 
Samuel  Gould's  two  wells  and  Capt. 
Munday's  one  supplied  all  the  water  used 
ut  th«:  file. 

The  house  in  which  we  lived  was  in 
constant  peril,  and  the  manner  in  which 
we  saved  it  was  by  carrying  tubs  ol 
water  to  the  attic  and  taking  the  clothes 
stripped  from  the  b,ed,  putting  them  into 
the  tubs,  and  laying  them  thoroughly 
saturated  with  water  on  the  roof  and 
keeping  them  so  until  the  engine  arrived 
from  Salem. 

Mr.  Perley's  other  house  (now  Mr  J. 
B.  Poor's)  was  used  by  Mr.  Perley's 
brother  Nat  aud  himself  as  a  variety 
store;  it  was  filled  with  goods,  and  In 
his  anxiety  to  save  it,  Nat,  who  went  to 
the  roof  for  that  purpose,  slipped  and 
fell  to  the    L,  injuring  himself  seriously. 

Mr.  Beujamin  Kimball   had    nearly  fin- 


ished his  house,  and  with  shavings  and 
boards  lying  around  the  grouud  it  seemed 
almost  sure  of  destruction,  but  the  time- 
ly arrival  of  the  engine  and  ladders, 
which  brought  a  larue  number  of  canvas 
sails,  saved  that  and  the    other  building. 

When  Icameirom  the  attic  alter  aviat- 
ing iu  welting  the  blankets,  I  met  Mr. 
Perley  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs;  he  said 
that  we  must  clear  the  house  as  it  was 
Mire  to  go,  we  could  not  save  it.  I  com- 
menced lo  pack;  I  took  a  very  large  baud 
box,  (large  enough  to  hold  a  doze n  bon- 
nets like  ihuse  worn  nowa-days)  and 
pui  inlo  ii  my  dinner-set,  comprising  two 
dozen  cups  aud  saucers,  milk  pitcher, 
su^ar  bowl,  two  dozeu  plales,  glass  cup- 
plaies,  and  preserve  dishes,  thai  filled 
the  box.  This  I  did  in  my  parlor,  and 
.took  them  to  the  outer  door.  Then  some- 
body said.  "Here,  Mrs.  Leach,  jet  BM 
take  ihe  basket."  Of  this  I  was  thankful, 
it  was  so  heavy.  The  man  carried  it  to 
Mr.  Benjamin  Kimball's  laud,  and  jusi  as 
he  was  iu  the  act  of  setting  it  dow  u,  out 
came  the  bottom  of  the  box.  I  was  fort- 
unate iu  this  accident,  as  but  two  glass 
dishes  were  broken,  a  fact  which  I  dis- 
covered when  I  went  to  gel  ihem  uiu-r 
the  danger  from  the  lire  had  passed.  I 
was  thoroughly  suiprised,  however,  to 
find  that  I  could  uol  lift  Ihe  box,  try  as 
hard  as  1  could,  when  1  attempted  to 
take  ii  into  the  house.  We  got  ii  back 
at  last,  and  as  they  were  bringing  it  in,  a 
teiiible  crash  came.  I  thought  my  dishes 
had  gone  at  last,  but  it  happened  lo  be 
the  ladder  that  WfcOt  through  lln  window 
as  i  hey  were  taking  them  liom  the  house. 

Many  amusing  things  uccuricd  while 
we  v%eie  preparing  to  least-  ihe  house.  1 
wanted  iosa\em>  milk  pitcher,  so  turned 
ihe  milk  which  ii  contained  on  the  floor. 
Mis.  Balch.  in  saving  her  liiun.  lud  it 
up  in  a  sheet,  and  her  camphor-bottle 
she  emptied  into  the  sink,  and  the  i  dor 
of  camphor  was  present  With  us  long 
alter  the  fire.  1  locked  tor  my  wedding- 
dress,  which  was  a  luwnder  silk,  and 
h.und  it  iu  the  wood-baskit,  and  a  rug 
tucked  into  a  bureau  diawei. 

So  after  the  llie.as  In  allcountn  towns, 
things  quieted  down  and  we  thought  but 
liltle  about  It  till  the  next  Sunday  morn- 
ing, when  my  husband  came  in  and  said, 


"Two  men  were  hung  last  night  on  the 
signpost."  I  bad  another  scare,  but  he 
laughed  and  added,  "only  in  eftigy."  I 
went  to  the  front  window  and  sure 
enough,  there  hung  what  appeared  to  be 
two  men  ;  one  had  on  a  breast  pin  made 
of  leather,  which  was  conspicuous  by  its 
immensity.  Our  good  man  Samuel 
Hood,  learning  of  this,  aud  as  it  was*  our 
good  old  New  England  Sabbath  when  all 
were  expected  to  go  to  church,  hurried 
to  the  scene  with  ladder  in  hand,  and 
soon  brought  them  to  the  ground,  and 
laid  them  away.  Other  eyes  saw  this, 
aud  when  the  opportunity  came,  as  it  did 
after  the  people  were  in  church,  brought 
out  the  deposed  effigies,  aud  laid  them 
across  the  wall  that  fronted  the  burnt 
district. 

Of  course  the  Are  was  the  one  them*- 
talked  about  for  a  long  time,  aud  it 
leaked  out  that  Rea  found  a  letter  threat- 
ening him  if  he  continued  his  visits  to 
see  Ann  Sawyer,  that  his  buildings  would 
he  burnt  over  his  head.  He  said  that  he 
picked  the  letter  up  on  returning  from 
one  of  his  visits  to  the  lady,  aud  that  he 
also  knew  who  wrote  it.  People  remarked 
very  generally  that  it  was  high  time  such 
folks  were  brought  to  justice,  and  if  he 
or  his  brother  Samuel  knew  who  it  was 
that  did  such  a  thing,  ne  should  be 
brought  out  in  a  trial  It  became  so  uu- 
o.nfortable  for  those  immediately  inter- 
ested that  a  warrant  was  sworn  out,  aud 
Eliza  Bradstreet  was  arrested  by  Sheriff 
Sprague  of  Salem  on  a  charge  of  arson. 
Pars  >n  McEwen  tendered  to  the  Sheriff 
his  house  (uow  owned  by  Mrs.  Ephraim 
Peab  )dy),  whila  he  had  Eliza  in  charge, 
which  was  accepted  by  them.  They  re- 
mained there  during  the  whole  trial. 

The  court  assembled  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  Academy  building,  and  lasted  elev- 
en days.  J.  W.  Proctor,  Esq.,  of  South 
Dan v&fS  presided.  Ashael  Huntington 
of  Salem  was  counsel  for  the  government 
and  Leveret  Saltonstall,  Esq.,  of  Salem, 
appeared  for  Eliza.  The  attorneys  King 
and  Mack  of  Salem  assisted  iu  the  trial, 
but  in  what .  capacity  1  am  unable  to 
write.  Theie  was  little  work  done  at 
home ;  every  lady  iu  the  town  attended 
court.     I  was  there  every  day. 

Mr.  Huntington  made  the   opening  ad- 


dress, during  which  he  held  aloft  the 
letter  that  Mr.  John  Rea  said  that  he 
had  found,  and  in  a  high  and  powerful 
voice,  declared  that  he  should  prove  the 
charge  by  it.  she,  Eliza,  having  gone 
over  it  with  her  pen  after  it  was  written, 
which  was  called  "painting."  Mr.  Samuel 
Rea  had  the  severest  examination.  I 
think  he  was  on  the  stand  four  or  five 
days,  aud  that  beautiful  breast-pin  was 
often  alluded  to. 

The  trial  waxed  warm  and  bitter,  last- 
ing, as  I  have  written,  eleven  days,  days 
that,  as  the  sun  wert,  down,  grew  darker 
and  darker  for  Eliza,  but  confidence  in 
his  client,  aud  satisfaction  in  the  result 
that  lie  would  prove  to  the  world  that 
Eliza  Bradstreet  was  inuocent  or  the 
charge  of  arson, — a  charge  actuated  by 
selfish  aud  unkind  motives, — spurred  on 
Saltonstall.  The  thunder  clap  came 
when  her  brother  took  the  staud,  and  iu 
answer  to  the  question.  "Did  your  sister 
ever  write  to  you?"  replied  with  an  em- 
phatic "No."  "Did  she  (five  any  rea- 
son?" continued  Saltoustall,  to  which  he 
replied,  "Yes."  "Dear  brother,  my  will 
is  good  enouuh,  but  I  cannot  write." 
Others  testified  to  this  fact,  which  ap- 
peared to  be  thedecidiug  point  iu  the  trial. 

When  the  trial  was  ended,  trie  court 
adjourned  to  the  church  for  the  closing 
pleas.  Two  days  elapsed  before  we  got 
the  verdict,  but  on  the  morniug  ot  the 
4th  of  March,  1837,  Eliza  Bradstreet  was 
acquitted  of  the  charge  ol  arson.  The 
verdict  was,  "Could  uot  sustain  the 
charge." 

The  bells  pealed  forth  tlie  jovful  news. 
It  was  the  day  that  President  Van  Buieu 
was  inaugurated,  and  people  out  of  town 
thought  Topslleld  was  gelling  unusually 
patriotic. 

Iu  closing  this  paper,  1  will  say  that 
this  is  written  from  memory,  and  not 
from  notes.  I  do  not  think  thai  1  have 
misquoted  anyone,  or  inlaalated  I 
the  facts.  Of  the  principal*  in  ihis  fa- 
mous trial,  —  a  trial  which  aw  never  re- 
corded save  by  Him  who  kn.»weth  all 
things  that  are  done  in  this  eaith,  —  I  will 
say  that  Mr.  John  Rea  married  Ann 
Sawyer,  aud  moved  to  the  Brltlah  Pro* 
luces,  and  Eliza  Bradstreet  became  M  ra, 
Silas  Cochrane. 
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JTopsfield    Miijute    Mer>    afe    tl)<? 
Ballllle    of    Lexir)6bor>. 


"At  a  Meeting  of  the  Alarm  List  and 
Training  Band  of  the  Foot  company  in 
Topsfleld,  on  the  5th  of  December,  1774, 
to  choose  officers  for  the  said  Company, 
(agreeable  to  the  advice  of  the  Provincial 
Conuress),  voted,  Mr.  Stephen  Perkins, 
chairman;  voted,  Mr.  Joseph  Gould, 
Captain. 

The  Day  being  Spent,  a  Motion  wis 
made  for  said  Meeting  to  be  adjourned  to 
the  next  Morning,  9  o'clock  ;tlie  Question 
was  put  and  passed  in  the  Affirmative  and 
accordingly  said  Meeting  was  adjourned 
to  said  Time. 

December  G.  Said  Alarm  List  and 
Training  Band  met  according  to  Adjourn- 
ment, a  Motion  was  made  said  Company 
to  be  divided  into  two  distinct  Compan- 
ies; the  Question  was  put  and  according- 
ly th«jy  were  divided  into  two  Companies; 
the  lirst  Company  voted  Mr.  Joseph 
Gould,  Captain ;  Mr.  Samuel  Cumrniugs, 
Lieutenant;  Mr.  Thomas  Moore,  Ensign; 
and  all  the  other  Officers  by  a  great  Ma- 
jority. The  second  Company  voted  Mr. 
Stephen  Perkins,  Captain;  Mr.  Samuel 
Dodge,  Lieutenant;  Mr.  David  Perkins, 
Ensign ;  and  all  the  other  OUicers  by  a 
gnjat  Majority." 

Essex  Gazette,  Dec.  27,  1774. 

The  following  Muster  Rolls  were  cop- 
led  from  the  State  Archives  by  Geo.  Frs. 
Dow,  and  the  dates  of  birth  and  death 
were  inserted  by  the  late  John  Hood 
Gould. 

North  Ward  Company. 

A  Roll  of  the  Company  which  marched 
from  Topsfleld  under  the  Command  of 
Capt.  Stephen  Perkins  in  eonsequcuce  of 
the  alarm  on  ye  I91.li  April,  1775. 


Capt.  Stephu  Perkins 

Lt.  Solo.  Dodge 

2d  Lt.  David  Perkins 

Ser.  Sam'l  Bradstreet 
"    Jacob  Kimball 
"    Nath'l  Dorman 
•*    Thus.  CuiitliUiittS 

Coup'l  Beiij.  llobbs 
41  Ezra  Perkins 
"  Jo.siuh  Lamson 

Nath'l  Averell 

Isaac  AVel'ell 

Amos  Averell 

Dau'l  Boardmao 

John  Batchelor 

Israel  Clarke 

Josiah  Cummings 

Ephraim  Dorman 

Stephen  Foster 

Win,  Gallop 

llez'h  Hodgskins    d.  New 

Nath'l  Hamilton 

Isaac  llobbs 

David  Kiobbfl 

Jon'a  llobbs 

Beuja.  Hood 

iveiy  tlovey 

Richard  Hood 

John  Lamsun 

Amos  Low- 
Aaron  Kneeland 

Thomas  Perkins 

Saml.  Perkins 

Kob't  Perkins 

Oliver  Perkins 

Jacob  Peabody 

Steph'n  Perkins 

Zeb'n  Perkins 

Jon.  Perkins 

Kllshu  Perkins 

Jos.  Svmonds 

Jacob  Symonds 
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1752 

1803 

1743 

1819 

1732 

1790 

1766 



1741 

1816 

1741 

1791 

1750 



PSH  Ich, 

N.  11. 

1757 

1842 

1743 

1880 

1752 

- 

1754 

1748 

1801 

175U 

1816 

1751 

I8M 

175(5 



1751' 



1754  i 

.  Mr. 

1786 

1801 

17.;.j 

1810 

1796 

1801 

1744 

1886 

1745 

1796 

1710 

1810 

1738 

1745 
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1749 

1801 

BORN 

DIED 

1736 

1808 

1728 

1807 

1740 

1810 

1744 

1812 

1748 

1834 

Dan'l  Towne 
Jacob  Towne 
Moses  Wildes 
Epn'm  Wildes 
Jno.  LeFavour 

The  company  inarched  60  miles  and  saw 
24  (lays  service.  Capt.  Perkins  received 
£1  2  |,  while  the  privates  of  the  company 
received  10s- 8d. 

South  "Ward  Company. 

A  mnsier  Roll  of  Capt.  Joseph  Gould; 
Company  of  the  Militia  whereof  John 
Baker  Esq.  is  Coll.  who  marched  on  the 
11) th  day  of  April  last  past  inconsequence 
of  the  Alarm  made  on  that  Day  by  the 
English  Troops. 

Topsfield,  Dc 

Capt.  Joseph  Gould 
Lieut.  Siim'l  Cummin^s 
Eds.  Thos.  Mower 
Sergt.  Nehemiah  Herricli 
John  Peabody 

"      David  Towne,  jr. 

M      Thomas  Porter 
Corp.  Cornelius  Balch 

"      Ebenezcr  Knight 

41       Beuj.  Gould 
Drum  Elijah  Perkins 
David  Balch,  jr. 
Robert  Balch 
David  Balch,  3d 

Rogvr  Balch 
IitraeJ  Balch 
Samuel  Balch 
David  Balch 
Daniel  Bigsbe,  jr. 
Dudley  Bigsbe 
Benjamin  Brown 
Thomas  Baker,  jr. 
Ileui'.V  Brndstroet 


mber  26 

,  1775. 

BORN 

DIED 

1715 

1803 

1732 

171)  (J 

1737 

d.  Vt. 

1730 

18U2 

1744 

1815 

1751 



)  749 

171)5 

1751 

1811 

1756 

1841 

1753 

1812 

1745 



1741 

died 

[Keetie, 

N.  H. 

1755 

1842 

1756 

1778 

1744 



1714 

1787 

1751 

1825 

1756 



1752 



1742 

1818 
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Daniel  Bigsbe 
John  Cree 
Samuel  Cree 
Joseph  Cree 
Bartholo'w  Dwiuel 
John  Dwiuel 
Daniel  Eastey 
Win.  Eastey 
Nathaniel  Fisk 
Samuel  Fisk 
Simon  Gould 
Thomas  Gould 
Zuccheus  Gould 
John  Gould,  ye. 
John  Gould,  ikl 
Nath'l  Gould 
Daniel  Gould 
John  Gould 
Enos  Knight 
Benj.   Kimball 
Eliezei  Lake,  jr. 
Eliezer  Lake 
Daniel  Porter 
Mo.-es  Perkins  jr. 
Tnomas  Perkins,  ;id 
Moses  Perkins 
William  Ray 
.John  Hay,  jr. 
John  Ray 

Ephraim  Towne,  jr. 
Joseph  Towne 
Joseph  Towne,  jr. 
Arch.  Towne 
Stephen  Towne,  jr. 
David  Towne 
Jeremiah  Towne,  jr, 
Win.  Towne 
Joshua  Towne 

The  company  marched  60  miles  ami 
saw  a  service  ol  8  to  5  daws.  Capt.  Gould 
was  paid  JJ 1-6-5,  while  the  prhat<-  re- 
ceived about  1 2s.  !)(!.  as  an  average. 
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1755 
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1778 

1740 
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1746 

1819 

1 768 

1842 

1753 

1842 

17-k; 

1816 

1751 

1884 

1784 

17D0 

1743 

1831 

1755 

1806 

1753  i 

.VII. 

1732 

1807 

175o 

1779 

1751 

1-1 

1736 

1791 

1753 

1804 

1788 

1781 

1749 

1880 

1752 

1804 

1741 



1715 

1778 

1743 



1751 



1721 
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William  Towne,  his  Daughters,  and  the 
Witchcraft  Delusions. 


By  Mrs.  Amine  W.  Townic. 


The  name  of  Towno  is  not  one  of  fre- 
quent occurrence  in  England:  the  first 
mention  of  it  is  in  A.  D.  1227.  The  next 
we  hear  of  the  name  is  one  hundred  and 
thirty  years  later,  in  the  feign  of  Henry 
IV.,  when  upon  the  windows  of  the 
church  in  Kennington,  Kent  Co.,  uapaled 
with  that  of  Ellis  of  the  same  place,  were 
the  arms  of  a  family  by  this  name  being, 
argent,  on  a  chevron,  sable,  three  cross 
crosslets,  ermine.  The  next  reference  to 
the  name  known  to  the  writer,  is  fn  the 
county  of  Lincoln  wheie  it  has  existed 
for  more  than  lour  hundred  years. 

Richard  Towne  of  Braceby  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Lincoln,  married  Ann,— they  had 
ten  children;  one  of  these  children,  Wil- 
liam, was  baptized  May  31,  1C03,  and  is 
supposed  to  be  our  Anglo-American  pro- 
genitor. Ann  Towne'*  will  was  proved 
May  10,  1GJJ0.  William  11,  Towno  of 
JJrookllne,  Mass.,  has  a  copy  of  this  will. 
That  our  William  was  the  -on  of  Kiehard 
and  Ann  is  probable,  but  there  Is  no  ab 
solute  proof,  and  before  we  no  on  to  the 
facta  that  we  can  prove.  I  wish  to  speak 
of  another  William  Towne  who  came  to 
America.  lie  was  living  at  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  in  1(535,  was  made  a  freeman  or 
voter  in  1G37,  and  was  quite  a  prominent 
man  in    the   infant   colony,     lie   manied 

Martha and  died  in  1685,  leaving   two 

children  Peter  and  Mary.  Peter  was 
married  but  left  no  son  and  thus  ended 
the  family  name  In  Cambridge.  I  haw 
spoken  of  this  Wlllhim  because  1  do  not 
think  it  generally  known  thut  there  were 
two;  this  has  caused  much  confusion  »u 
times  past. 

William  Towne  of  Salem,  Mass.,  Is  the 
father  of  the  Towne  race  in  America  Mr. 
Cleveland  says  In  his  centennial  address 
in  1850,  "This  descendants  have  settle  I  In 
two-thirds  of  the  slates  ol  the  Union," 
and  Mr.  Hubbard  says  in  his  Towne  gen- 
ealogy, "There  are  few  families  deriving 
their  name  from    a  single    pair    that   c  in 


show  a  larger  number  of  descendants 
than  William  and  Joanna  (Bless log) 
Towne.  Counting  only  ihe  descendants 
of  the  Towne  daughters  of  the  Brat  aud 
second  generations,  a  list  of  more  than 
ten  thousand  might  be  easily  made  out 
without  coming  down  later  than  the  ear- 
lier part  of  the  nineteenth  century." 

William  Towne  aud  Joanna  Blessing 
were  married  at  St.  Nichols  church,  Tar- 
mouth,  Norfolk  Co.,  Englaud,  March  26, 
1620.  Their  children  were  —  Rebeci  i 
baptized  Feb.  21,  1621,  married  Francis 
Nurse  of  Salem  Village;  John,  baptized 
F(b.  16,  1024,  died  before  his  father;  Sus 
anna,  baptized  Oct.  20,  1625,  died  before 
her  father;  Edmund,  baptized  June  28, 
1028,  married  Mary  Browning  of  Salem; 
Jacob,  baptized  March  11,  1632,  manied 
Catharine  Symonds  of  halcin  :  Marv,  bap- 
tized Aug.  21,  1684,  married  [tuutr  I'»iy  of 
Topslloul ;  Sarah,  bapti/.cd  Sept.  6,  1648, 
married  ICdinund  Bridges,  uud  .-econd, 
Peter  Clolse;  Joseph,  baptized  Sept.  8, 
1648,  married  Phebe  Perkins,  daughter  Ol 
Deacon  Thos.  Perkins. 

The  llrsi  we  hear  of  this  family  in  Sa- 
lem, Essex  Co.,  is  in  the  book  or  early 
grants,  where  the  follow  I  ua  appears: 
"8  mo.  HU0,  granted  to  Wm.  l'own.a 
little  neck  of  land  right  over  against  his 
house  on  the  other  side  of  Ute  river." 
William  I'owne's  residence  was  in  that 
part  of  Salem  known  as  North  fields,  lie 
remained  ai  this  phce  until  1661,  vvlu-u  lie 
puichaseil  a  iract  of  land  in  TopaOcld  of 
William  Paine  of  Ipswich,  containing 
"forty  acres  of  ground  Off  thereabout!*, 
whereof  six  acres  is  by  the  *  Her.  which 
Win.  Howard  of  Topsileld  built,  and 
about  thiity-two  acre>  jovniug  up  to  the 
sayd  six  acres  eastward  ol  it,  pari  ol 
which  Is  plow  ground  another  part  Is 
me  idow, another  pari  Is  upland  uuplowed 
all  lying  together  having  the  meadow  and 
the  plow  ground  ol*  the  Mid  Wiliiam 
llowaul  toward*  the  east,  and  ihogruuud 
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of  Walter  Hopes  towards  the  north  and  a 
certain  river  towards  the  south,  also  a 
little  meadow  of  about  two  acres  lieins; 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river."  Iu  1G52 
he  sold  his  property  in  Salem  and  pur- 
chased additional  lands  in  Topsfield.  Iu 
1G63  "in  consideration  of  uatural  affcc 
tion  and  the  contemplated  marriage  of 
their  son  Joseph  Towne  to  Phebe  Per- 
kins, daughter  of  Dea.  Thomas  Perkins, 
he  and  his  wife  conveyed  to  their  son 
Joseph  two-thirds  of  the  home  wherein 
they  then  did  dwell,  with  barn,  out  hous- 
es, yard,  garden**,  orchards,  lying  situate 
and  being  in  Topsfield  together  with  a 
parcel  of  land,  etc.,  etc  "  All  these  con- 
veyances being  made  with  the  desire  that 
their  son  Joseph  should  have  the  lirst  re- 
fusal of  the  remaining  third  when  the 
sume  should  be  for  sale.  William  Towne 
died  about  1G72;  his  widow  seem<  to  have 
survived  him  about  ten  years.  The  sous 
were  prominent  men;  we  find  their  names 
many  times  as  appraisers  of  estates  and 
also  that  tin  y  settled  many  estate*.  In 
1609  Edmond  and  Jacob  laid  out  the  road 
leading  towards  i  he  south  from  the  bridge 
near  their  lather's  house.  This  road  was 
to  be  one  pole  wid«,  and  must  be  one  of 
the  oldest  roads  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  give 
any  account  of  the  witchcraft  delusion, 
which  swept  over  our  quiet  neighbor- 
hood two  hundred  y^urs  ago;  all  are  fa 
miliar  with  ilia1  terrible  story.  Rebecca 
Nourse  was  the  fourth  victim.  Upham 
says  the  only  clue  to  the  mystery  that  a 
person  of  Mrs.  Nurse's  character  should 
be  selected,  was  the  prosperous  conditl  -n 
of  the  Nurse  family  and  trouble  about 
bounds.  Nevins  thinks  her  near  relation- 
ship to  tho  Townes  of  T<  pslleld,  who 
were  actively  interested  In  settling  the 
disputed  bounds,  hid  a  bearing  on  the 
case.  Two  of  her  neighbors,  Israel  and 
Elizabeth  Porter,  were  sent  to  acquaint 
her  with  the  fact  that  she  had  be>  n  ac- 
cused. They  found  her  veiy  weak  and 
suffering,  hut  patient,  and  she  b'essed 
God  that  she  had  more  ofllim  In  her 
weakness  than  in  her  strength.  When 
wo  told  her  that  she  had  been  spoken  of, 
she  said,  "Well,  if  it  be  so,  the  will  of 
the  Lord  be  done,"  she  sal  a  while  being, 


as  it  were,  amazed,  and  then  she  said, 
'•Well,  as  to  this  thing,  I  am  as  innocent 
as  a  child  unborn,  but  surely,"  she  said, 
"What  sin  hath  God  found  out  iu  me  un- 
repeuied  of  that  ne  should  lay  such  an 
aflliction  upon  me  in  my  age."  It  is  said 
she  bore  her  examination  with  hteudfu.-,t 
dignity  and  heavenly  patience.  One  can- 
not read  the  description  of  these  trials 
with  anv  particle  of  patience.  The  peo- 
ple were  oarbarous,  the  judges  little  bet 
ter.  They  were  supposed  to  be  counsel 
for  the  prisoners,  but  instead  were  really 
against  them,  and  badgered  the  victims 
unmercifully.  Rebecca  Nurse  was  pro 
nounced  innocent  by  the  jury,  but  the 
audieuce  made  such  a  clamor  that  the 
judge  sent  them  out  agiiu  and  practically 
charged  them  to  find  her  guilty,  and  tin  y 
did  so.  It  is  related  al>o  by  Upham  that 
a  woman  in  the  audience  threw  her  muff 
at  Mrs  Nurse  and  as  this  did  not  hit  her 
she  look  off  her  shoe  and  threw  it  with 
such  yood  aim  that  it  hit  the  poor  old 
lady  on  the  head,  limiting  quite  a  se\ere 
cut.  When  we  think  that  this  woman 
was  seventy  one  years  old,  and  in  ill 
health,  that  she  had  been  loved  and  re 
spected  to  an  unusual  degree  and  then 
picture  her  standing  befoe  the  giavs 
judges  of  the  colony, a  target  for  the  mob, 
on  trial  for  her  life,  we  wonder  that  her 
brothers,  her  sons  and  her  husbands  bad 
not  rescued  herbv  force  She  was  loaded 
with  chains,  taken  to  the  church  and  o«« 
communicated,  and  on  July  19,  1692  bans 
on  Gallows  hill.  The  witches  were  not 
allowed  christian  burial,  but  were  taken 
from  the  giliows,  huddled  into  shallow 
hollows  anions  the  rocks,  and  covered 
with  a  thin  layer  of  earth.  I  hue  been 
told  that  on  one  occasion  tin-  hand  of  one 
of  the  victims  protrud  d  above  ground, 
as  if  the  very  earth  itsdl  r.fu-ed  then 
shelter. 

According  to  tradition  the  sons  of  Be 
becca  Nurse  stole  their  mother's  bodjf  <  n 
the  night  lb  lowing  her  execution,  and 
carried  it  on  their  shoulder.-*  to  their  dee 
olate  home  Think  what  I  journey  it 
must  have  been  for  those  men! 

When  Mr.  Uar rla  singled  out   Rebecca 

Nurse,  and  ill  his  sermon  called  In  r  I  \.\c 
moil,  Sarah  Cloyre,  her  sister,  arose  and 
left  the  ehuitb    ThK  v\.ts  «  natural  thing 
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to  do,  but  we  of  today  can  hardly  realize 
the  courage  it  required.  The  next  day 
she  too  wan  cried  out  upon,  she  was  tried 
and  condemned,  but  for  some  reason 
never  executed,  some  think  she  confessed 
but  I  do  not;  she  was  a  brave  woman, 
and  a  woman  of  the  same  family  as  Re- 
becca Nurse  and  Mary  Esty,  and  I  cannot 
think  she  could  possibly  say  that  she  was 
a  witch.  She  was  confined  at  the  Ips- 
wich jail  because  there  was  no  room  at 
Salem  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
with  so  many  victims  near  at  hand  she 
was  forgotten. 

Mary  Esty  (the  self- forgetful),  was  ac- 
cused for  no  other  reason  than  her  sym- 
pathy for  her  sisters;  she  was  48  years  of 
age  and  the  mother  of  seven  children. 
During  her  examination  the  magistrates 
said  to  her,  ''confess  If  you  be  guilty." 
She  answered,  "I  will  say  it  if  for  the 
last  time,  I  am  clear  of  this  sin."  This 
was  on  April  21.  On  Mav  18  she  was  re- 
leased. Two  days  after  the  accusing 
girls  were  seized  with  terrible  convul- 
sions, and  said  it  was  Mary  Esty  who 
cursed  them.  Accordingly  a  second  war- 
rant was  procured,  she  was  taken  May  21 
and  removed  to  Salem  for  trial.  After 
midnight  she  was  aroused  from  sleep  by 
the  marshal,  torn  from  her  husband  and 
children,  carried  back  to  prison  loaded 
with  chains,  and  finally  consigned  to  a 
dreadful  and  rao9t  cruel  death.  Her  hus- 
band referring  to   the  transaction  nearly 


twenty  years  after  said  that  It  was  a 
''hellish  molestation."  On  the  way  to  the 
gallows  she  was  met  by  he-1  family  and 
friends,  and  of  this  meeting  and  parting 
Calef  says,  "that  her  words  of  farewell 
were  said  to  have  been  as  serious,  relig- 
ious, distinct,  and  affectionate  as  could 
well  be  expressed,  drawing  tears  from 
the  eyes  of  almost  all  present." 

While  in  juil  awaiting  execution  Mary 
Esty  petitioned  the  governor,  judges  and 
ministers,  "Not  for  my  own  life,  for  I 
know  I  must  die  and  my  appointed  time 
is  set,  but  the  Lord  he  knows  it  is  that 
if  it  be  possible,  no  more  innocent  blood 
may  be  shed,  which  undoubtedly  cannot 
be  avoided  in  the  way  and  courne  you 
now  go  in.  By  my  owu  innocency  I 
know  you  are  In  thewrong  I  would  hum- 
bly beg  of  you  that  your  honors  would  be 
pleased  to  examine  these  afflicted  per- 
sons strictly,  and  keep  them  apart  some 
time,  aud  likewise  to  try  some  of  these 
confessing  witches.  I  being  confident 
there  are  several  of  them  have  belied 
themselves,  and  others,  as  will  appear,  if 
not  in  this  world,  I  am  sure  iu  the  world 
to  come,  whither  I  am  now  going." 

Upham  closes  his  chapter  on  Mary  Esty 
with  these  words  :  "The  lofty  tone  of  this 
message  to  the  court  recalls  the  perfect 
spirit  of  the  prisoner  on  Calvary  who  on- 
treated,  'Father  forgive  them;  they  know 
not  what  they  do.'  " 
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JFhe  Settlement  of  Topsfield 


Geo.  Frs 
Every  township  located  wherever  it 
may  be,  whether  in  the  old  time  settle- 
ments along  the  Atlantic  const  or  spring- 
ing up  on  the  western  slopes  of  the  Sierra 
Nevada,  should  have  and  generally  is 
possessed  of  a  natural  spirit  of  Inquiry  as 
to  its  tit\>t  settlement  and  early  growth 
Who  was  the  first  settler  and  where 
did  he  build  his  house?  When  was  the 
town  incorporated  and  who  were  the 
petitioners? 

These  and  kindred  questions  naturally 
rise  to  the  lips  of  the  inquirer,  and  oft- 
times  arouse  differences  of  opinion  not 
easily  settled  by  the  scanty  records  now 
existing.  Tradition  then  comes  to  the 
assistance  of  the  incomplete  data,  and  al- 
most without  exception  makes  a  bad 
matter  worse  so  that  who  can  wonder  at 
the  varying  statements  of  historical  fact 
met  within  the  village  or  town  that  does 
not  possess  a  printed  history  carefully 
prepalrcd  by  an  unbiased  historiao. 

■  Topsileld  is  unfortunate  in  not  possess- 
ing such  a  printed  record  of  events,  and 
the  historical  theories  advanced  from 
time  to  time  by  some  ardent  investiga- 
tor can  only  be  combated  after  collecting 
widely  scatteied  dat a  beating  upon  the 
facts  in  the  case. 

The  following  historical  sketch  has 
been  prepared  from  the  original  data 
found  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Great  and 
DetH'ral  Court,  the  records  of  the  Ipswich 
and  Salem  Court*,  and  the  valuable  ma- 
terial on  die  ;it  the  Registry  of  Deeds 

The  earlv  settlements  atong  the  shores 
of  Massachusetts  Hay  owe  their  existence 
to  the  un relentless  persecution  of  the 
Puritans  in  England  at  the  investigation 
of  Archbishop  Laud.  Small  llshing  and 
trading  posts  had  found  a  lodgement 
along  the  coast  some  years  before  the 
coming  ol'Endicot,  but  these  consisted  of 
little  else  than  a  few  rudely  constructed 
huts  for  sheltering  the  lonesome  Usher- 
men  who  cared  for  the  llsh  Hakes. 

The  arrival  at  Salem  in  1028  of  John 
Kndlcot  with  a  small  party  of  one  hun- 
dred emigrants  was  in  reality  the  laying 
of  the  foundation  of  the    llrsl    permaneni 
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town  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony. 

John  Endicot  was  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Non-conlormist  company,  styled 
"The  Governor  and  Company  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England," 
who  had  obtained  from  Charles  I  a  pa- 
tent for  that  part  el'  New  England  lying 
between  three  miles  to  the  northward  of 
the  Merriinac  river  and  three  mile.-,  to  the 
southward  of  the  Charles,  and  extending 
in  breadth  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  South 
Sea.  He  had  been  chosen  by  the  Com- 
pany "to  govern,"  and  as  Johnson  MJ1 
in  his  Wonder  working  Providence,  whs 
"a  fit  instrument  to  beiiiu  this  wilderness 
work ;  of  Courage  bold,  undaunted,  yet 
sociable,  and  of  a  cheerful  spirit,  lovimz 
or  austere,  as  occasion  served.*' 

The  patent  or  charter  granted  to  these 
early  settlers  gave  undisputed  title  to  the 
land,  for  the  scourge  or  small  pox  bad 
shortly  before  their  arrival  almo>t  com- 
pletely annihilated  the  native  race  of  In- 
dians, and  the  rights  of  the  few  who  hail 
survived  the  pestilence,  were  easily  pur* 
chased,  so  that  full  and  just  title  to  all 
the  land  was  held  oy  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  Company  who  alone  could  sell  or 
grant. 

In  1G29  the  settlers  began  to  arrive  and 
duiing  the  next  four  years,  upwards  ol 
four  thousand  of  them  found  homes  in  the 
infant  colony. 

In  1$33,  April  1st,  tin-  court  of  as>i>i- 
ants  ordered  "that  no  pttrsou  what>oevi  r 
shall  go  to  plant  or  inhabit  at  AggaWMB, 
without  leave  from  the  Couit,  .xct  pt 
those  that,  are  already  L'one."  The  little 
party  of  adventurer*  was  headed  by  John 
Winthrop,  juur  ,  and  consisted  of  ten 
men.  Two  of  them,  Mr.  William  l'ei 
kins  ami  Daniel  ('lark,  afterwards  sottlcd 
In  Topslleld.  and  two  otlieis,  Mr  John 
Winthrop,  Junr,  and  Thomas  HowlttU  re- 
ceived large  grants  of  land  In  the  town. 

The  town  of  [pswloh  was  incorporated 
in  Ki3f  and  grew  rapidly  in  population 
and  Importance;  it  became  the  shire  town 
of  the  county  and  several  of  the  assist- 
ants and  other  prominent  men  in  the 
Colony  built  their  homes  near  the    slowly 
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flowing  Ajiawam. 

The  surrounding  country  was  explored 
and  valuable  meadows  were  discovered 
on  following  up  the  banks  of  the  river  to 
a  point  some  woven  miles  inland.  These 
to  the  new  settler  were  particularly  de- 
sirable siuce  his  cattle  brought  from  the 
mother,  country,  required  hay  for  their 
sustinence.  and  the  clearing;  of  the  almost 
unbroken  forest  was  an  undertaking  re- 
quiring time  and  the  assistance  of  many 
hands.  Thus  the  New  Meadows,  as  the 
locality  was  named,  was  much  resorted 
to  for  the  easily  obtained  meadow  grass, 
and  as  the  richness  of  the  intervale  land 
was  seen,  settlers  r*e«an  to  obtain  grants 
and  build  their  rude  dwellings. 

The  earliest  comers  probably  located 
about  1(539  1G40  as  the  following  extract 
from  the  Colony  records  seems    i<>  show 

'•Whereas,  at  the  Court  honlden  at  Boston 
the  4th,  7th  mo.  1G3!>,  there  was  certain  land 
lying  near  Ipswich  River  "ranted  for  a  vil- 
lage, either  to  some  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Salem  or  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ip- 
swich who  have-  farms  near  unto  the  said 
land,  to  lie  enjoyed  by  tho.se  who  first  settled 
a  village  there,  they  both  propounding  for  it 
together;  howsoever  the  order  mentioneih 
only  Salem  inhabitants  and  for  as  much  as 
the  said  inhabitants  of  Ipswich  have  for  near 
this  (wo  years  procured  and  maintained  one 
to  disponce  the  word  of  (Jod  unto  them,  which 
they  intent]  to  continue,  it  is  therefore  order- 
ed and  granted,  that  Mr.  John  Emlecott  and 
the  said  inhabitants  of  Ipswich,  viz  ,  Mr. 
Iiradstreet,  Mr.  Symonds.  Mr.  Whittingham, 
Mr.  William  Paine,  Mr.  Robert  Paine,  and 
such  other  of  Tpswich  or  Salem  as  they  shall 
associate  to  themselves,  shall  have  liberty  to 
settle  a  village  near  the  said  river  of  Ipswich 
as  it  may  be  most  convenient  for  them,  to 
which  the  foresaid  land  shall  belong,  viz  , 
all  that  which  lieth  near  the  said  river  (not 
formerly  man  ted  to  any  town  or  person), 
provided  that  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sa- 
lem, who  have  farmes  near  u  to  the  said  land 
now  granted,  shall  have  liberty  for  one  year 
next  coming  to  joyno  with  the  said  village. " 
Mass.  Colony  Records, 
Oct.  17,  UM3. 

Of  the  a  >ove  named  persons  It  is  quite 
certain  that  one  of  them,  Mr.  Win,  Pain<\ 
resided  hi  the  new  settlement,  and  he 
only  at  Intervals,  although  Mr.  Symonds 
for  a  part  of  the  time  may  have  lived  on 
his  farm  known  as  "Olivers,"    which  hud 


its  southerly  bounds  on  Pye  Brook. 

Of  the  settlers  who  were  living  at  the 
New  Meadows  in  1045  we  have  the  names 
of  a  few.  Zaccheus  Gould,  Daniel  Clark, 
the  Redingtous,  Abraham  and  Johu  ;  Al- 
exander Kniiiht  who  dispensed  the  Word* 
Mr.  Win.  Paine,  the  gentlemanly  mer- 
chant; Walter  Roper,  carpenter;  Win, 
Howard  and  Isaac  Oummings  can  prob 
ably  be  included  in  the  list.  Others  fol- 
lowed, and  in  1(148  the  villagers,  reeling 
impressed  witli  their  growth  and  import- 
ance, petitioned  the  Court  to  bestow  :i 
name  on  "the  viliage'at  the  New  Meadow* 
at  Ipswich,  which  we  suppose  limy  be  an 
encouragement  to  others  to  come  to  live 
amongst  us;  and  also  a  means  to  further 
a  ministry  amongst  us,  we  t h ■  iik  tint 
Hempstead  will  be  a  lit  name  If  the  Court 
please  to  gratify  us  herewith." 

The  petition  was  signed  by  Wm.  Paine. 
Brian  Pendleton  and  Zaccheus  Gould. 
The  town  narrowly  escaped  being  chris- 
tened Hempstead  as  requested  by  the 
petitioners,  for  the  deputies  voted  to 
grant  the  request:  but  when  ihe  c  »urt  of 
maglstraies  came  to  consider  the  propo- 
sition, the  action  of  the  lower  court  was 
set  asiile  and  ToppeslVild  wis  substituted 

This  action  t«>ok  place  Oct.  18,  1648, 
and  was  probably  Influenced  by  Samuel 
Symonds,  a  large  land  owner  in  tin'  ul- 
lage and  an  Important  Assistant.  Me  had 
lived  in  the  village  of  Toppesfleld  in  the 
mother  country, and  no  doubt  was  pleased 
to  perpetuate  the  familiar  name  on  tin- 
other  side  of  the  broad  Atlantic.  In  1660 
Zaccheus  Gould  and  William  Howard. 
petitioned  th«*  Court  to  erantthat  fops 
Held  should  henceforth  he  a  town  and 
have  power  within  itself  to  order  all  civil 
affairs,  and  on  Oct.  the  ISth  oi  that  year 
the  request  was  granted  and  Topsthid 
began  its  scperate  corporate  existence. 

The  settlement  thus  far  without  excep- 
tion had  peen  made  on  the  north  Btdt  of 
the  river  ami  by  Ipswich  people  No 
doubt,  the  richer  lands  were  sulllclenl  in- 
ducement ami  the  il\er  Agawain  ItMOll 
>erved  as  a  hindrance  it)  the  early  occu- 
pation of  the  hills  on  its  southerly  side. 
In  1688  the  Oourt  had  granted  Mr.  John 
Kndecolt  550  acres  of  land  upon  the  Ips- 
wich river  on  the  north  of  Salem  bounds. 
The  court  did  not  lav  out  the  grant    until 


a  number  of  years  after,  and  then  only  ut 
the  repeated  requests  of  Mr.  Endecott  at 
that  tiaie  Governor  of  the  Colony.  Not 
until  May  2,  1659  were  the  bounds  set, 
having  "a  brook  against  Goodman 
Gould's  land  on  tbe  east,  Blind  Hole  on 
the  south,  and  the  wilderness  elsewhere 
surrounding  the  said  farm,  taking  into 
the  bounds  thereof  the  swampy  meadow 
land  that  lyetb  on  the  south  hide  of  the 
liver." 

Evidences  of  the  presence  of  copper  ore 
were  found  on  the  hills  in  Blind  Hole  at 
the  south  oi'  the  river,  and  at  the  request 
of  Gov.  John  Endecott  the  Court  granted 
him  Oct  14,  1651,  '"three  hundred  acres 
of  woodland  tending  to  the  furtherance 
of  a  copper  work  he  intends  to  set  up  in 
a  place  called  Blind  Mole,  neer  to  a  farm 
formerly  granted  him,  the  said  land  nut 
being  formerly  granted,  provided  he  set 
up  his  said  works  within  seven  years." 

The  Governor  engaged  Richard  Leader, 
who  had  been  superintending  the  iron 
works  at  Lynn,  to  open  his  copper  mine 
but  ill  success  followed  the  venture  and 
copper  mining  in  Topsiield  was  aban- 
doned for  the  space  of  over  one  hundred 
years.  In  1771  the  Massachusetts  Spy 
reported  "that  the  copper-mine  some  time 
since  Opened  in  TopsUeld  at  12  or  15  feet 
depth,  affords  such  samples  of  fine  lively 
ore  extended  in  spatt<  rings  all  over  the 
pit,  that  experienced  miners  have  de- 
clared the  appearances  preferable  to  any 
yet  discovered  in  America." 

Tradition  has  it  that  a  large  quantity 
of  ore  was  takeo  to  Salem  and  loaded 
into  ships  nailing  across  the  sea  in  order 
that  it  might  be  smelted  on  the  other  side. 
Unfortunately  disaster  intervened,  and 
the  ships  were  never  heard  from.  Wheth- 
er the  magnetic  currents  from  the  north 
treacherously  waved  from  ore  to  compass 
or  chilly  iceberys  floated  in  the  course  of 
the  ships,  the  sea  alone  can  tell.  So  per- 
ished the  copper  industry  in  Topsiield. 

About  1651  was  built  the  bridge  across 
the  river  now  known  as  "the  river 
bridge."  Walter  Roper  and  William 
Howard' were  the  prime  movers  in  the 
enterprise,  both  being  land  owners  near 
by,  and  no  doubt  being  moved  by  the 
growth  of  the  town  and  the  gieator    need 
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of  pastrage  and  timber  as  well  as  to 
make  it  easier  to  reach  Salem,  Lynn  and 
Boston.  The  bridge  was  probably  «  rude 
structure  well  in  keeping  with  the  biased 
bridge  path' 'leading  to  the  south  "  In  14MS9 
this  path  became  a  ways  one  pol<  wide, 
hilly  and  but  little  travelled. 

On  the  southerly  side  of  Ip«wk*D  river, 
Topsiield  has  about  two  thousand  acres 
of  land.  At  the  time  we  are  speaking  of 
Gov.  Endecott  owned  some  live  bundr-  d 
acres,  being  Blind  Hole  and  a  portion  of 
the  earlier  grant;  Simon  Bradstreet  after 
wards  Governor,  claimed  about  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  rich  meadow  land  in  the 
more  easterly  part,  while  farmer  Porter 
of  Salem  village  claimed  title  to  a  portion 
reaching  to  tin-  river.  The  villagers  at 
Topsiield  laid  claim  to  tin-  greater  part  of 
the  remainder  both  upland  and  meadow, 
and  in  1661  the  selectmen,  Knsigne  How- 
lett,  Francis  Pabodye  and  John  Keding- 
ton  were  ordered  to  lay  out  live  hundred 
acres  of  upland  to  remain  common  to 
perpetuity  and  at  the  same  time  to  divide 
the  remainder  of  the  common  Lund  both 
upland  and  meadow  into  three  equal  di- 
visions. The  matter  of  individual  owner- 
ship of  this  common  In  mi  lay  in  abeyance 
until  1669,  when  the  town  met  together 
and  cast  lots  'that  euery  on  thereby  ma 
know  wiiot  Is  Ills  share  and  wlu-re  it 
lies." 

The  lots  were  divided  into  three  sizes, 
"single,  dobel  and  trebel"  and  were  por- 
tioned out  accordingly  as  the  commoners 
had  been  rated  in  the  ministers  rate  for 
1664,  ilfty  shillings,  twenty  shillings,  ami 
under  twenty  shillings. 

The  list  contains  thirty  names,  all  but 
three,  Mr.  Bradstreet,  Mr.  Endecott  and 
Useltou  the  Salem  merchant,  being  resi- 
dent in  Topsiield  and  living  on  the  north 
side  of  tlii*  river,  with  one  exception, 
William  Nichols  who  had  in  ItM  bought 
of  Henry  Bartholomew  "a  faun  Lying 
between  tin*  bounds  of  Salem  and  Ipe> 
wicli  river." 

Following  is  the  list  which  shows  the 
heads  of  families  ami  gives  a  basis  on 
which  to  estimate  the  population  of  the 
town  at  that  time,  16(81,  while  the  rating 
shows  practically  a  tax  list  ami  the  com- 
parative wealth  of  the  town. 
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Mr.  Bradstreet 
Mr.  Perkins 
Zacheus  Gould 
Mp.  Baker 
Thos.  Dorman 
Francis  Pabody 
William  Euens 
Daniell  Clark 
Isaac  Cumings,  senr, 
Isaac  Cumings,  junr. 
Ensigne  Howlett 
William  Smith 
Francis  Bates 
Mr.  Endicoat 
John  Wiles 
John  Rcdington 
Thomas  Perkins 


2-17-02 
2-03-09 
403  03 
3-17-05 
3-03-00 
4-05-02 
211-00 
1  04-05 
1308 
1-08-00 
1-08  09 
13-08 
09-00 
1-02-00 
1-12-10 
3-05-02 
2-19-07 


Thos.  Browning 
Jacob  Towue 
Isaac  Estey 
William  Towne 
Edmond  Towne 
Matthew  Standly 
Anthony  Carell 
John  How 
Edmond  Bredges 
William  Nichols 
Vsseltons  Lott 
Lumpkins  feirme 
llobt.  Andrews  land 


1-0U-00 

1-04  05 

19  01 

1-19  u7 

1-08-09 
15  08 
11-01 
1900 
15  03 

1  12  09 


12  00 


So  grew  the  village  and  prospered,  and 
we  today  enjoy  the  full  fruits  of  the  fore- 
sight of  oar  straight  bicked   and   stern* 

eyed  ancestors  from  over  the  sea. 


PETITION    FROM     IPSWICH     FARMERS. 


To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Topsjield  in   Town  Meeting  assembled, 
September  ye  19:   1758. 


The  Petition  of  us  the  Subscribers  for 
our  Selves  and  familyes  Humbly  Shew- 
eth,  That  your  Petitioners  have  always 
Laboured  under  Greate  Difficalties  Re- 
specting our  attending  upon  the  Publick 
Worship  of  God — ye  nearest  of  us  Living 
near  four  Miles  from  the  Publick  Meet- 
ing Houses  to  which  we  belong  and  in  a 
corner  of  The  Parrishes  Inhabited  So  that 
by  Reason  of  the  Distance  &  Difficalty  of 
passing  Especially  in  the  Winter  Season, 
it  is  Freequently  impracticable  for  us  and 
families  to  attend  the  Public  Worship  att 
our  own  Meeting  Houses  (as  no  doubt 
Gentlemen  you  are  Sensible)  &  so  have 
been  obliged  either  to  Tarry  at  Home  or 
attend  with  you  att  Topsfield,  where,  Al- 
tho  we  must  have  been  Bui  thensome  yet 
we  are  always  Ready  to  acknowledge  we 
have  been  Treated  with  much  kindness 
&  Respect,  &  also  Respecting  the  Gram- 
mar or  any  other  Public  Town  School  for 
ye  Instruction  of  our  Children.  Such  is 
our  Situation  that  we  can  have  no  advan- 


tage therefrom,  unless  we  Board  out  our 
Children,  which  Inconveniency,  with  some 
others  not  Menshoned,  we  Humbly  con 
seive  might  be  in  a  Greate  Measure  Rev 
edied  by  our  being  with  our  Estates  (a 
greeable  to  a  plan  herewith  Exhibited) 
Sett  off  from  ye  Town  of  Ipswich  ft  an 
nexed  to  ye  Town  of  Topsfield,  we  there- 
fore Humbly  Pray  that  you  wou  Take 
our  Case  under  your  Consideration  and 
Pass  a  Vote  To  Receive  us  our  families 
and  all  ye  Lands  within  ye  plan  afore 
menshoned  to  be  annexed  to  ye  Town  of 
Topsfield  to  be  part  and  Percel  thereof  A 
to  do  Duty  and  Receive  Privilege  therein 
Provided  the  Town  of  Ipswich 
thereto  &  the  Greate  and  General  Court 
Confirm  ye  same.  &  if  ye  Town  of  Ipswich 
Refuse  to  Sett  us  off, 'join  with  us  in  Pe 
titioning  to  ye  Great  and  General  Court 
to  Sett  us  off  to  your  Town,  and  your  Pe- 
titioners as  in  Duty  Pound  Shall  Ever 
Pray. 


Joseph  Com  kings, 
John  Lamtson,  Junk., 
Israel  Clarke, 
Jabez  Ross, 


Thos,  Cunnings, 
Joseph  Cunings,  Ji  n 
John   Lanpsom   ye  Third 


UNIKOUM   ()!•    W  VKKKN    Hi. i  is. 
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JFepsfield  Warren  Blues. 


Old  Timic  'Massachusetts  Tndui'kndkn't  Inkantky. 


By  Benjamin  J.  Balcii. 


The  great  merit  of  the  TopsfltW  War 
ren  Blue9  as  a  military  company,  ami  the 
great  esteem  with  which  the  people  re- 
garded their  infantry,  deserves  that  its 
history  should  have  been  confided  to  abler 
hands.  If  the  work  which  is  here  pre- 
sented contains  any  merit  it  should  in 
justice  be  ascribed  to  the  subject  alone. 
Its  numerous  defects  the  author  can  im- 
pute to  no  one  but  himself. 

The  interest  which  was  taken  in  form- 
ing infantry  companies  sixty  years  ago 
was  not  confined  to  this  locality  alone. 
Almost  every  town  in  the  commonwealth 
had  its  favorite  independent  infantry. 
The  amusements  of  the  people  were  een 
tied  mainly  in  the  training  days  which 
brought  out  the  gay  uniforms,  shining 
equipments  and  the  animating  march  and 
drill  of  the  soldiers  to  the  sound  ot'mar- 
tiul  music. 

The  amusements  and  habits  of  the 
people  sixty  years  ago  were  very  differ- 
ent from  those  of  the  present  day.  More 
hours  were  given  to  labor  every  day 
throuuh  i  he  year,  boys  were  given  scarce- 
ly a  holiday  through  the  year  unless  It 
was  when  the  wonderful  trailing  day 
came  mured.  In  contrasting  the  habit  - 
of  the  people  in  those  days  with  one 
who.*e  memory  goes  back  to  that  period 
he  says  "I  remember  well  the  single  holi- 
day given  me,  lor  the  yea*'  to  go  to 
Georgetown  to  see  the  parade  of  the  Box 
lord  Washington  Guards  and  Topslield 
Warren  Blues.  After  my  morning  chores 
upon  the  lurm  were  done,  with  six  cent- 
given  me  fur  upending  money,  which  I 
counted  a  great  sum,  1  ran  all  the  way  to 
Georgetown,  seven  miles, without  rusting 
so  as  to  get  there  in  season  to  hear  the 
first  drum  beat.  I  have  a  recollection 
also,  he  says,  of  an    uxpeilenec    Unit    <ln\ 


of  a  serious  nature.  With  three  ol  my 
six  cents  given  me  for  spending  money  I 
bought  an  orange.  My  other  three  cent.-. 
I  laid  up  for  sale  keeping.  My  orange  I 
ate  peel  and  all,  which  made  me  BO  sick 
that  it  gives  me  a  painful  sensation  even 
now  to  think  of  it." 

The  prudeut  habits  in  childhood  of 
Dean  Peiley,  which  was  the  boys  name, 
followed  him  in  after  years.  He  fun  been 
a  successful  man  in  his  business  in  the 
neighboring  town  ol  Danver>  and  is  now 
hale  and  jolly  as  he  was  tllty-ih.-  yean 
ago  when  he  ran  through  the  wooJs  ol 
Box  ford  to  -jet  eailv  on  the  tiainiig 
ground.  The  training  day  then  WW 
about  all  that  brought  tin:  people  togeth- 
er, old  or  youiii.',  except  the-  always  fully 
attended  church  on  Sunday.  In  contrast 
with  the  conoilion  ol  sociel\  at  that  time 
we  now  have,  some  half  a  dozen  Keerel 
orders  besides  nuim  mus  other  oi^am/n- 
tions,  the  public  libiary  and  the  Sun- 
dux  newspaper.  With  all  Uiese  provisions 
for  the  Intellectual,  moial  and  religious 
welfare  ol  the  people,  it  i>  KOfDewhal 
doubtful  H"  the  condition*  ol  the  peoph- 
are  grei.ily  advanced  irom  xvhat  liny 
w»!i e  sixiy  > eai s  ago. 

The  chief  motive  III  ronulaa  the  Inian- 
try  company,  s«ys  M  i .  Win.  K.  Kinibull. 
one  Of  the  pi  line  llioveis  in  lh<-  elilii- 
prlse,  was  for  th<  Jitn  <</  i(.  Military 
drill,  discipline  and  inmch  to  the  noumI 
of  martial  music  was  t  joyous  excitement. 
The  gay  uniloim-,  tin-  shining  tquipageN 
and  thi!  name  of  lef.inirx  added  i<>  th< 
Interest.  Back  of  d  nil  the  inspiring 
motive — I  In:  Spirit  ol    oal  i  Ioiimu 

Tlit)  captain  to*  the  old  MIlHta,  Nailun- 
lei  t"ona n i ,  w  ho  w  as  to  be  captain  Ol  the 
Infantry,  was  nnoAlcer  in   whom  iii«>  ill 

could     like  plidr.       He     \\  as     I  In  II     Ol     I  ll< 
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prime  of  life, being  40  years  of  age,  of  floe 
military  bearing  and  possessed  a  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  the  art  military,  a 
quality  which  he  inherited  from  his  great 
ancestor,  Roger  Couant.  Bancroft,  speak- 
ing of  Conant  in  his  history.says  "he  was 
a  man  of  extraordinary  vigor.  Inspired 
as  if  by  some  superior  lustinet  he  suc- 
ceeded in  breathing  his  sublime  courage 
into  his  three  companions,  and  they  re- 
Holved  to  remain  at  the  hazard  of  their 
lives  as  sentinels  of  the  birth  of  Ameri- 
can freedom." 

"The  Topsfleld  Warren  Blues  was  or- 
ganized, June  1836." 

This  is  the  wording  of  record  kept  by 
A.  S.  Peabody,  clerk  of  the  company, 
which  is  the  only  writing  found  among 
his  papers  which  has  auy  reference  to 
the  company.  The  person  who  came  in 
possession  of  the  record  book  of  the  com- 
pany after  it  was  disbanded,  regarded  it 
of  no  value  and  it  became  torn  and  de- 
faced aad  finally  it  weut  to  the  waste 
basket.  Independentlnfantry  companies 
are  not  registered  at  the  Slate  department. 
We  are  indebted  to  the  klnduess  of  Mr. 
John  H.  Towne  for  a  copy  of  papers  re- 
lating to  the  company  which  he  had  pre- 
served from  his  father's  paper.*,  who  was 
a  member  of  the  company.  Thev  read  as 
follows  :  — 

Topsfleld,  Aug.  26,  1835. 
To  Mr.  Benjamin  B.  Towne  : 

Your  first  assessment  for  uniform    and 
equipments  is  $20.00    which   you    are  re 
quested  to  pay  to  the  clerk   of  the   Light 
Infantry  on  or  before  the  12th  of  Septem- 
ber next. 

Per  order  of  standing  committee, 

Wilmam  E.  Kimball,  Chairman. 
Topsfleld,  Sept.  10,  1886. 

Received  of  Beujmniu  B.  Towne  the 
sum  ol  $20.00,  it  being  his  first  assess- 
ment for  uniform  and  equipments. 

A.  S.  Pkabody,  Clerk. 
Topsfield,  Sept.  28,  1836. 

Received  of  Benjamin  B.  Towne  the 
sum  of  $20  00,  it  being  his  second  and 
third  assessments  lor  a  uniform  and 
equipments. 

A.  S.  Pkabody, Clerk. 
Topsfleld,  Nov.  16,  1837. 

You  being  duly  enrolled    as    a    member 


ot  the  T.  W.  Blues  are  hereby  directed  lo 
appear  in  citizen's  dre>s  at  Capt.  William 
Mundav's  Tavern  on  Thursday,  lb*-  16th 
of  November,  at  one  o'clock  lu  choof-e  a 
Lieutenant  and  flil  all  vacancies  that  may 
appear  or  occur. 

Per  oriler  of  eominunili  r. 
A.  S.  Pkauody,  Clerk. 

What  further  Items  we  have  gathered 
of  the  history  of  the  company  we  barn 
from  the  few  members  ill  thV  company 
now  living,  and  from  various  other 
sources.  We  are  cauiloned,  howevtr.not 
to  rely  too  much  upon  memory  or  tradi- 
tion to  frame  a  history.  Yel  we  have 
some  warraut  in  standing  la>t  and  hold- 
ing to  the  memory  and  tradition  of  the 
Elders.  The  finest  literary  productions 
the  world  has  evir  known,  which  form  a 
part  of  the  classic  literature  taught  In 
our  schools,  were  transmitted  dowu  by 
memory  from  generation  to  generation, 
ages  before  the  invention  of  the  alphabet. 
"Memory  was  the  mother  of  the  ■pocn," 
their  language  the  songs  of  the  minstrel. 
To  memory  alone  we  owe  the  pieserva- 
tion  of  those  lofty  strains  of  poetic  in- 
spiration as  thev  were  transmitted  dowu 
those  far  off  aires. 

In  the  preliminary  arrangements  for 
the  formation  of  the  Infant* J  company 
there  occurred  an  incident  winch  nenaed 
great  division  in  the  company,  and  came 
well  nigh  breaking  up  the  organization 
It  was  then  toward  the  latter  pan  i»f 
President  Jackson's  second  term  ul  iifllce 
and  political  excitement  was  running 
high.  Jackson  had  been  chiefly  noted  dur- 
ing his  administration  lor  coercing  the 
rebellious  spirit  of  South  Carolina  Into 
obedience,  ami  for  de>u  ov  in:.'  the  United 
States  Bunk.  This  administration  had 
also  been  noted  for  being  lather  expen- 
sive In  comparison  with  the  preceding 
me  under  Johu  Quincy  Adams.  The  per- 
son who  had  been  selected  DV  the  ladies 
to  purchase  the  banner  wuh  an  npproprl* 
ate  motto,  was  a  flannel)  Adam>  man  ill 
Whig,  as  the  party  was  tailed.  He  con- 
ceived the  Idea  that  patriotic  principle* 
might  be  represented  on  the  bannci  even 
if  there  was  a  slight  hint  at  the  politics 
of  the  times.  The  yearly  expense  ol  the 
government  under  the  Adams  adminis- 
tration hail  been  thirteen   million  dolhrs. 
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that  of  JacksoD  thirty-nine  million. 
Upon  one  side  of  the  banner  was  to  be 
painted  the  portrait  of  Warreu  under- 
neath the  words  "To  die  for  ones' country 
is  both  sweet  and  honorable."  Upon  the 
other  side  ot  the  banuer  it  was  to  read 
••From  13  million  to  39  milliou."  The 
object  of  this  was  to  show  the  contrast 
in  the  expense  of  the  government  under 
u  Whig  administration  and  under  a  Dem- 
ocratic. Lube  R.  Prince  of  Beverly,  a 
celebrated  painter,  was  eugaged  to  do 
thewoik.  The  committee  man  kept  his 
counsel  and  wutched  ior  the  banner.  In 
due  time  the  beautiful  siik  banuer  came 
with  the  portrait  of  Warren  painted  on 
oDe  side  as  directed,  on  the  other  side 
no  13  million  to  39  appeared,  but  instead 
the  picture  of  a  doukey  with  stubborn 
disposition  depicted  ou  hi*  countenance. 
Here  was  mischief.  Who  did  this?  Where 
did  this  work  come  I  ram?  was  demanded 
by  every  member  of  the  company.  No 
one  could  explaiu,  but  there  was  suspi- 
cion that  certaiu  Democrats  in  the  com- 
pany were  "in  it."  There  was  such  dis- 
cord that  it  appeared  the  company  would 
disband  at  once.  It  was  theu  but  a  few 
days  to  the  time  fixed  for  the  formal  cer- 
emony of  presenting  the  banner  to  the 
company.  Arrangements  were  nearly 
completed,  nearly  two  thousand  dollars 
had  been  expended  tor  uniforms  and 
equipment*,  costing  each  member  $40, 
and  the  bright  aud  glorious  prospects  of 
the  company  had  apparently  come  to  an 
end;  but,  in  the  midst  of  discord  aud 
couiuslou.a  faint  ray  of  light  was  allowed 
to  break  in  on  the  darkness.  From  some 
unknown  source  came  word  that  the 
motto  on  the  banner  originated  from  no 
ineinbei  of  tlm  company.  This  changed 
the  aspect  of  affairs.  In  their  glow  ol 
patriotism  no  one  wished  to  disband  the 
company  n  It  could  be  avoided.  As  the 
matter  was  explained  they  began  to  look 
ou  the  affair  as  a  huge  joke.  It  dually 
settled  down  that  the  Democrats,  oi 
LiOcol'ocos,  as  they  were  called,  were  sat- 
isfied with  the  picture,  as  a  doukey  stood 
for  firmness  which  trait  in  this  animal 
they  regarded  as  representing  Jackson's 
character,  while  the  Whigs  said  the 
picture  was  a  fair  resemblance  of  an  ape, 
an  animal  which  they    regarded    .Jackson 


resembled  both  in  looks  and  character. 
In  this  construction  of  the  matter  the 
subject  rested,  every  one  enjoying  his 
o  rvn  conclusion-. 

Long  time  afterward  it  came  to  light 
that  the  inevitable  clowu  in  the  drama  of 
affairs  in  town,  either  secular  or  sacred, 
had  put  his  foot  into  the  subject.  He  had 
gained  access  to  the  painter  ot  the  banner 
in  behalf  of  the  committee  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  change  in  the  motto. 
It  may  be  supposed  the  puinter  readily 
complied  with  the  request, as  he  also  was 
a  Democrat  or  Locofoco.  For  prudent 
leasons  it  is  thought  best  that  the  name 
of  the  chief  conspirator  iu  this  affair  be 
withheld  till  a  certain  event  transpires, 
which,  iu  the  course  of  nature,  sooner  or 
later  comes  to  all.  Everything  was  now 
bustle  aud  stir  in  preparation  for  the 
formal  reception  of  the  banner.  The 
Boxlord  Washington  Guards,  William 
Low,  commander,  weie  Invited  to  be 
present  ou  the  occasion.  The  celebrated 
Boston  Brass  Band,  Joseph  Green, leader, 
was  engaged  for  the  day.  This  was  the 
nand  which  was  led  atone  tune  by  the 
Celebrated  performer  mi  the  bugle,  Ned 
Kendal,  and  laier  by  Arthur  Hall.  Mr. 
Hall  had  a  gold  bugle  presented  to  him 
as  a  cotnplunei.t  L«i  his  great  merit  as  a 
periormer  «»n  the  bugle.  This  was  before 
ttie  gold  basis  t-zcitemrnt,  other  than 
vvhat  was  caused  by  the  gold  in  this  lire 
instrument  The  banner  v*»h  to  be  pie- 
sented  to  the  company  (with  an  appro- 
priate address)  by  one  ot  Topstleld'a  lair- 
est  Jaughteis,  Miss  Sally  Munday,  who 
^vus  chosen  lor  this  only  by  the  ladles  of 
i he  town. 

The  mode  of  travelling  long  dhtiaeceti 
In  those  days  was  by  stage.  This  oeca 
itIOU  was  t.vo  years  previous  to  the  open- 
ing of  the  railroad  for  travel  between 
Boston  aud  Salem.  The  Bost-m  Bracw 
Band  therelore  must  come  to  ToDtirkl 
by  stage.  A  stage  ride  from  Boston  i" 
Topstieid  was  au  adventure  which  tew  in 

these  years  would  care  to  undertake.  It 
was  run  or  trot  the  homed  nil  the  din* 
ttnee  up  hill  and  down  Irom  start  lo  tln- 
Kq,  The  relays  between  Boston  and 
Newburypoit  were  at  Lynnlleld  and  :tt 
Oumtulugt*'  hi  Topeneld,    The  uavae*  ul 

Mendon.  I'illkhttlti,  Tut  I  lo  and  Con.mt  ire 
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familiar  to  the  older  people  whose  mem- 
ory goes  back  to  those  joyous  days  as  the 
gallant  stage  drivers  who  passed  daily 
over  the  Turnpike  between  Boston  and 
Newburyport.  The  sensation  they 
caused  among  the  young  people  is  re- 
membered as  they  reined  into  town  four 
in  hand  blowing  their  stage  horns  as  the 
signal  of  approach.  Great  was  the  com- 
motion at  Cummings'  on  hearing  the 
sound  of  the  stage  horn.  The  clattering 
of  dishes  and  glasses  ;  the  delicious  odor 
of  rich  viands  and  cordials  betokeued  the 
bounteous  table  always  to  be  found  ai 
Curamings'  Hotel.  This  celebrated  hos- 
telry became  the  favorite  resort  of  the 
Warren  Blues  on  many  a  festive  occa- 
sion in  alter  years.  It  is  remembered 
that  a  learned  parrot  lived  for  many 
years  in  the  oarroom  at  this  place.  Wheu 
the  parrot  heard  the  sound  of  the  staue 
horn  he  always  gave  notice  to  the  trusty 
man  of  affairs  in  a  loud,  distinct  voice, 
saying  "Uncle  Jones,  stane  coming"  and 
to  the  faithful  cook,  "Granny  Bowdoiu, 
t;et  dinner,  stage  comijg."  On  the  oc- 
casion of  the  presentation  of  the  banner 
to  the  Warren  Blues  the  extra  stages 
which  brought  the  band  from  Boston 
were  to  stop  at  the  new  Hotel  kept  by 
Captain  William  Munday.  It  was  this 
Captain's  daughter  who  was  to  deliver 
the  address  and  present  the  banner  to  the 
new  company.  Captain  Munday  gained 
his  commi>sion  in  the  government  ser- 
vice as  captain  of  a  company  of  Cavaliy. 
This  company  had  then  been  sometime 
disbanded.  The  last  time  they  met  for 
.choice  of  officers,  which  was  at  Newbury 
port,  the  company  had  dwindled  down  lo 
so  few  In  number  that  it  took  the  whole 
company  to  1111  the  olllces  except  one 
man.  The  olllcers  took  pity  on  the  poor 
lone  trooper  and  b.-gan  to  cast  iibom  to 
make  hi  in  au  olllce.  "Don't  trouble  your 
selves,"  said  Thomas  Moore,  the  troop- 
er's name,  "I  had  ra-.her  t»e  a  whole  com- 
pany than  one  single  olllcer." 

Early  on  Thursday,  the  27th  ol  October, 
18iM,  strangers  begat  to  gather  into  i  he 
little  town  nestled  awuy  umong  the  hills 
Where  freedom  had  its  birth,  and  soon  a 
great  multitude  thronged  the  village. 
This  was  the  day  the  Infantry  company 
wus    to    receive    its    banner;    the    place 


appointed  for  the  reception  was  on  the 
compass  in  front  of  the  Academy.  The 
armory  of  the  company  was  in  the  ac»ri« 
emy  buildim:.  Early  in  the  morning  the 
company  met  at  their  armoiy.  from 
whence  they  marched  to  the  Box  ford 
Hue  and  escort,  d  the  Boxford  Washing- 
ton Guards  to  the  elegant  mansion  of 
their  generous  townsman,  Asal*ingice, 
Esq.,  where  they  partook  of  a  splendid 
collation.  At  two  o'clock  General  1. 
Major  Stone,  the  two  companies  and  in- 
vited guests  dined  at  Cn|>taiu  Munday  \s 
Hotel.  They  weie  served  with  a  moot 
sumptuous  dinner.  These  munificent  tok- 
ens of  respect, so  politely  and  gratuitona- 
ly  tendered,  excited  the  gratitude  of  all 
who  partook  of  such  liberal  enteitaiu- 
ment.  After  dinner  the  lwo  companies, 
with  the  citizens  joining,  were  escorted 
by  the  Brass  Band  to  the  ground*  in 
front  of  the  Academy.  Miss  Silly  Mun- 
day, then  Coming  forward  and  -tauding 
on  the  steps  of  the  building  arrayed  in 
white,  the  Hag  in  her  light  hand,  ad- 
dressed the  c.impmv  |n  these  words  .--- 

"Soldiers:  It  is  with  patriotic  pride  iu 
the  name  of  the  ladles  of  Topsfield  1  pre- 
sent you  this  banner  and  bid  you  emulate 
the  virtues  and  military  talent  ol  the  un- 
daunted Warren,  whosi-  iiMiiif  you  have 
chosen.  Should  th«  [ude|»t*ml**uce  ever 
'>e  endangered,  which  he  ami  his  associ- 
ates gained  for  you,  may  you  ;»nn  wi'h 
the  same  zeal  and  conquer  iu  the  cause 
of  freedom.  Who  among  you  will  ahrluk 
from  following  this  standard  in  defeiu»« 
of  his  country  and  his  home?  Who  will 
refuse  to  make  himself  a  supporter  id"  the 
liberty  so  nobly  gained  by  ih<-  aero*  •*  ,.; 
t'oj  Revolution,  and  who,  as  the  silken 
folds  of  lllla  unstained  pennant  are  C**«l 
to  the  free  air  of  Heaven,  will  for-ei  that 
God  arms  the  hand  and  shields  the 
heart  of  the  patriot? Iu  this  faith  may  yon 
ever  be  found  amid  the  guardians  which 
Heaven  sends  lo  protect  the  freedom  Of 
jour  happy  land.  Ma\  foq  ue'vei  lal.y 
|  round  this  banner  stall'  save  In  a  i  ightful 
cause." 

The  address  was  given  with  that  graft 

!  o(  manner  and  force  o\  expression.  \\  huh 

called  forth  the  loud  cheer  ti  of  the  people 

-  After  the  response  by  the   band,   Captain 

I  Nathaniel  Conant  replied  to    ih.     nddrnt* 
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as  follows  : 

"Madam:  Id  the  name  of  the  Topsfleld 
Warren  Blues  we  gratefully  accept  and 
teuder  our  most  respectlul  acknowledge- 
ment to  the  ladies  of  Topsfleld  for  this 
very  beautiful  standard.  We  hope  the 
name  we  have  selected  for  our  corps  will 
ever  prompt- us  to  deeds  of  valor,  and 
that  iu  the  service  of  our  couutry  we 
shall  always  follow  without  shaming  the 
Immortal  image  borne  upou  this  flag,  and 
our  homes, ever  dear, will  possess  new  and 
increased  value  from  the  manifestations 
which  the  ladies  of  Topsfleld  have  been 
pleased  to  make  to  us  in  regard  to  our 
corps.  We  profess  to  train  and  prepare 
ourselves  for  the  protection  of  virtue,  the 
defense  of  liberty  and  independence,  the 
security  of  our  institutions,  civil,  literary 
and  religious,  relying  for  aid  in  such  im- 
portant duties  upon  a  continuance  oi 
your  favorable  regards  and  the  smiles  ol 
Heaven ;  and  hope  we  shall  be  ready  at 
all  times  to  adopt  the  motto  inscribed  on 
our  banner,  ''To  die  for  one's  country  is 
both  sweet  and  honorable."  The  address 
of  Capt.  Couant  was  also  received  with 
great  aoplause. 

After  the  banner  was  received.  Cupt 
Conant  placed  it  in  the  hand  of  William 
E.  Kimball,  who  had  been  chosen  bearer 
of  the  banuer  by  the  company.  General 
Lowe  then  gave  a  sentiment  iu  which  he 
most  happily  alluded  to  the  protection 
the  ladies  so  justly  merited  from  the 
soldiers  and  citizens  of  our  happy  and 
glorious  Republic.  In  the  evening  the 
lovers  of  music  were  entertained  at  the 
hotel  In  the  most  pleasing  manner  by 
the  performances  of  the  baud.  There 
was  also  a  grand  ball  that  evening  at 
Cummings'. 

The  day  was  flue  and  the  whole  exhibi- 
tion was  brilliant  and  gratifying.  To  be 
defluite  concerning  the  apparel  of  the 
fair  orator  for  the  occasion,  her  dress 
was  white  muslin, low  neck, short  sleeves, 
blue  trimmings  and  Ion;:  mitts.  Not  long 
after  this  eventful  dav  Miss  Munday  was 
married  to  the  Lieutenant  of  the  com- 
pany, Lemuel  Ilolten  Gould,  whom  it  is 
said  she  captured  on  this  occasion  and 
held  him  her  prisoner.  Lleuteuaut  Gould 
was  afterward  promoted  captain  of  tin 
company,  Capt.    Couant  being  promoted 


Maj.  of  Brigade.  We  are  iudebted  lo  the 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Gould;  Mr.-t.  Ann  Gould 
Ferguson,  for  a  copy  of  the  address. 
Many  lucldeuts  of  interest  occurred  dur- 
ing the  day  iu  connection  with  the  cele- 
bration, but  the  space  which  is  allotted 
for  this  paper  will  not  permit  us  to  make 
record.  We  shall  therefore  pass  to  a  few 
of  the  prominent  points  of  Interest  in 
connection  with  this  company. 

The  music  employed  by  the  company 
for  regular  duty, or  the  company  band  so- 
called,  is  of  uext  importance  to  the  com- 
pany itself.  This  hand  was  composed  of 
seven  members,  called  the  McKeuzie 
Band,  part  of  the  members  belonging  In 
West  Ipswich  or  Firetowu,  so  called,  and 
part  in  Topsfleld.  The  leader  of  the 
band,  Alfred  McKeuzie,  played  B  flat 
bugle.  This  was  before  the  Invention  of 
the  cornet  of  latter  days.  It  appear>  by 
the  scriptures  there  was  an  instrument 
that  went  by  that  name  several  thou>aud 
years  ago.  Addison  McK»nzie,a  brother  of 
Alfred,  also  played  B  flat  bugle.  Samuel 
McKeuzie,  brother,  played trambone \  Jo- 
seph Chapman, clarionet ;  William  Spider, 
Ufe;  John  B.  Lake,  son  of  Silas  Lake  who 
many  years  ago  was  a  famous  player  on 
snare  drum,  played  bass  drum;  and  Bpli- 
raim  Averill  played  on  the  snare  drum. 
For  a  country  band  in  those  day*  it  un- 
considered good  music,  li  the  BoaMHi 
brass  bund  excelled  In  practice,  the  Mi- 
Keuzle  bund  wus  not  wauling  iu  ilia 
kuowledge  of  the  theory  of  music.  F.-r 
geuius  and  quaint  originality  of  charac- 
ter, , some  of  the  members  of  this  hand 
were  greatly  distinguished.  They  weie 
greatly  liked  by  the  Warren  Blue*  and 
continued  to  be  the  company's  band  a* 
long  as  they  preserved  their  organization. 
Out  of  the  seveu  members  oi  the  hand, 
four  are  still  living,  all  nver  eight  J  years 
or  age,  Kphraim  AverlU,  Alfred  McKen- 
zle,  Joseph  Chapman  and  William  Bplller. 
Out  of  the  whole  company,  86  wluu  or- 
ganized, five  only  ure  living.  In  contra^ 
it  speaks  favorably  for  the  profenaloii  >>i 
a  musician  so  lar  as  it  pertains  to  length 
of  days.  Mr.  Joseph  Chapman,  to  whom 
I  am  Indebted  for  much  Information  con- 
cerning the  hand  ami  comp.uy.  I>ie- 
markably  well  preserved  lor  a  man  ofbta 
a-e.     hi  speaking  wlih   him   a   r<w  d.\^ 
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ago  of  Incidents  io  connection  with  the 
presentation  of  the  flag,  said  he,  "I  think 
I  can  recall  some  of  the  first  part  of  Miss 
Munday's  address.  Wasn't  it  something 
this  way,  'Soldiers  :  It  is  with  patriotic 
pride  I  preseut  you  this  banner?'  "  These 
words  were  accurately  remembered  by 
Mr.  Chapman  after  merely  hearing  them 
uttered  nearly  sixty  years  ago. 

Iucideuts  of  interest  which  happened 
on  training  days  are  remembeied  by  the 
old  people  and  told  with  ^reateujoyment. 
It  was  on  the  day  of  Brigade  muster, 
which  occurred  in  Top*fle!d  iu  the  fall  of 
1839  or  1840.  The  held  appropriated  for 
this  purpose  was  the  land  where  now  are 
the  residences  of  Mis.  llerrick,  Miss  Ray 
aud  Frederick  Merriam,  extending  back 
as  far  as  the  land. of  Mrs.  Kimball's.  From 
this  place  up  to  Captain  Munday's  Hotel, 
on  that  day  the  ground  was  covered  with 
gambling  tables,  roulette,  dice  and  other 
gambling  inventions.  The  crowd  that, 
occupied  these  tables  was  chiefly  from 
Boston.  Money  in  great  abuudauce  was 
seeu  on  the  tables  aud  rapidly  changing 
hands  from  unu  to  another.  As  it  wa- 
exposed  to  public  view  It  greatly  annoyed 
the  citizens  of  the  town.  In  the  after- 
noou,  as  soon  as  the  companies  were  dis- 
missed, a  platoou  of  the  Warren  Blue.> 
was  seen  charging  on  the  double  quick 
in  the  diiection  of  the  gambling  tunics. 
In  an  instant,  dice,  roulette  tables,  mons> 
and  all  were  overturned  aud  rolling  hi  a 
broken  mass  on  thegrouud.  Thegamblets 
fled  for  their  lives.  This  incident  refl»  ct 
ed  great  credit  on  the  Warren  Blue*  and 
made  them  respected  by  every  citizen  in 
the  town.  It  was  a  custom,  as  has  been 
observed,  for  the  Warren  Blues  on  train- 
ing days  to  visit  Cuminiuns  Uotoi  situat- 
eJ  upon  the  turnpike.  It  was  a  pleasant 
march  there  as  there  was  a  fine  view  at 
that  place  of  the  surrouuding  country. 
They  were  on  their  return  on  this  partic- 
ular occasion  from  this  hospitable  resort, 
when  the  old  militia  company,  which  was 
obllyed  by  law  to  come  out  at  May  train- 
lug,  had  formed  on  the  common  und  were 
on  the  march  towards  the  same  resort 
which  the  Warren  Blues  had  just  visited.; 
There  was. some  feeling  existing  betwcenj 
the  two  companies  caused  partly  by  the! 
contrast  in  the   uniforms   and    equipage, I 


partly  by  the  great  crowd  which  followed 
the  Infantry  showing  by  this  their  par 
tialily  to  the  irav  uniforms.  On  the  level 
ground  near  the  brook,  where  the  two 
companies  were  to  pass  each  oiher,  was 
a  lar^e  puddle  ol  water  which  wa» 
caused  by  the  recent  rains  ami  the  forma- 
tion of  i he  road,  which  was  made  In 
that  place  to  hold  the  water.  Such  a 
place  is  not  a  rare  thing  In  these  days. 
It  was  noticed  before  reaching  the  .-pot 
where  they  were  to  pas.s  ;  a  im-mber  of 
the  militia  company  stepped  fr.nn  tin- 
ranks  and  took  a  stone  from  ill*  wall  and 
concealed  it  under  his  coat.  When  tn.  y 
were  just  opposite  the  water  the  man 
threw  the  stone  w'th  threat  force  into  the 
water,  which  splashed  the  mud  and  watei 
over  many  of  the  gay  uniforms.  This 
brought  out  a  rousing  cheer  from  the 
militiu.  In  conversing  with  an  old  lady, 
wile  of  one  of  the  infantry,  she  say>  --yon 
can't  think  how  much  work  it  cost  na  to 
keep  those  uniforms  clean.  Every  linn 
they  truiued,"  she  said,  "*e  hail  to  re- 
move the  red  stripe  from  the  white  tron- 
ses  (she  called  them  trouses,)  as  the  red 
would  mix  in  with  the  white  il  washt.i 
together,  and  we  had  tc  take  off  all  Umi 
nuttous  from  the  coats  to  scour  them.  [I 
was  a  deul  of  work,  nut."  she  said,  '\\  B 
wimmen  enjoyed  looking  at  tin*  Bukhara, 
all  the  same."  There  redly  wa>  no  per- 
sonal feeling  between  the  member*  ol 
the  two  companies.  The  man  who  throw 
the  stone  that  spla.-hed  the  mud  on  the 
uniforms  was  one  of  the  beat  fiicml.-  ol 
the  Infantry,  lie,  like  many  others  ol 
the  militia,  contributed  genei  ou.-lv  to 
their  support,  lie  gave  i hem  on  the  oc- 
casion of  their  organisation  his  peculiar 
■mm,  which  he  gave  for  special  object.-. 
$33.33  1  3  aud  managed  soma  way  to  make 
the  chauge  himself.  He  was  uo  other  than 
Asa  Plugree,  who  entertained  them  an 
•ieneiously  at  his  mansion  ou  the  occasion 
of  the  reception  of  their  banner. 

For  want  ol  time  we  can  merely  allude 
to  the  sham  flgbl  at  the  Brigade  muster 
in  Boxford,  In  the  fall  of  1838.  which  re- 
flected great  credit  on  the  discipline  ol 
the  Warren  Blues,  also  their  visit  at 
Bunker  Hill,  4lh  of  July,  1842,  on  the 
occasion  of  celebrating  the  completion  ol 
Bunker  Hill  monument,    Daniel   Webster 


delivering  the  oration.  How  long  tbe 
organization  continued  we  have  no  iec- 
ord.  Independent  companies  received  a 
bounty  of  five  dollars  a  soldier.  In  1845 
they  received  the  last  bounties  of  which 
they  have  a  record.  About  this  time  the 
law  providing  for  this  bounty  was  re- 
pealed and  the  company  disbanded. 

We  now  come  to  that  part  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  company  of  chiefest  import- 
ance. What  mean  the  letters  on  that  cap 
aud  kuapsaek,  T.  W.  B.,  Topsfleld  War- 
ren Blues?  What  did  the  name  of  War- 
ren signify  to  that  company?  What  does 
the  name  of  Warren  signify  to  us?  Id 
answer  to  this  question  we  point  to  the 
Nation.     There  she  is— behold  her! 

As  we  consider  ihe  many  millions  that 
have  been  aflected  by  the  name  Warren, 
the  increasing  millions  who  are  yet  to 
follow,  it  is  fitting  to  note  if  we  are  guid- 
ed by  the  same  compass  that  directed 
that  great  leader  in  the  principles  that 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  Great  Repub- 
lic. In  the  library  of  the  state  depart- 
ment is  a  volume  of  manuscripts  of  great 
value.  They  are  the  original  responses 
sent  by  the  Massachusetts  towns  to  the 
committee  of  correspondence,  Samuel 
Adams,  Joseph  Warren  and  James  Otis, 
who  had  asked  the  people  to  convene  to- 
gether and  express  their  feelings  aDd 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  infringements  of 
Parliament  on  the  rights  of  the  people, 
so  that,  in  the  answers  returned,  the  col 
lected  wisdom  and  fortitude  of  the  whole 
people  might  dictate  measures  for  the 
rescue  of  their  happy  and  glorious  con- 
stitution." ,Oue  of  those  papers  is  from 
Topslield  signed  by  Captain  Samuel 
Smith,  Captain  John  Boardman  and  Dea- 
con John  Gould,  a  committee  chosen  by 
the  town  t.>  forward  their  answer. 

We  honor  aud  revere  the  men  of  the 
Revolution  for  their  bravery  in  the  hour 
of  battle,  but  their  courage  dates  back  to 
the  principles  which  inspired  them,  the 
preparation  for  the  coming  event.  Tin 
collected  wisdom  and  fortitude  of  the 
people,  as  expressed  through  these  papers 
from  the  different  towns,  Inspired  them 
with  courage  for  the  coming  conflict.  It 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  first  govern- 
ment of  the  people  on  the  earth,  created 
by  the  people  and  for  the  people.     It  wa> 
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sealed  in  the  blood  of  the  immortal  War- 
ren. Surrounding  that  great  spirit  are 
gathered  a  great  multitude  who  have 
given  their  lives  to  defend  the  govern- 
ment that  the  Nation  might  live  and  not 
perish  from  the  earth.  As  we  dedicate 
this  evening  to  the  memory  of  our  patri- 
ot fathers,  It  Is  fitting  that  we  renew 
our  vows  of  fidelity  to  the  principles  for 
whicli  they  gave  their  "last,  full  measure 
of  devotion." 


Roster  of  the  Company. 

Commissioned 
Capt.  Nathaniel  Conant  June  30,  183G 
Capt.  Lemuel  H.  Gould  Dec.  24,  1840 

1st  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Perley  June  30,  183G 
1st  Lieut.  Joel  Lake  Nov.  U>,  1837 

1st  Lieut.  Thos.  P.  Munday  Dec.  24,  1840 
2d  Lieut.  Thos.  P.  Mundav  May  27,  1840 
2d  Lieut.  Thomas  Gould  Dec.  24,  1S4U 
3d  Lieut.  Thomas  Gould  May  27,  1840 
Ensign  Joel  Lake  June  30,  1830 

Ensign  Nehemlah  Balch        Nov.  10,  1837 
Surgeon  Joseph  C.  Batchelder 
Surgeon's  Mate,  Joseph  Lloyd  Wellington 
I  Chaplain,  Leonard  B.  Griflin 

Capt.  Nat'l  Conaut  was  promoted  Sept 
!  7,  1840,  major  and    inspector    of  the  4th 
Brigade,  Mass.  Lt.  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Nat'l.  Perley  was  promoted  ma- 
jor Aug.  8,  1837,  Lieut.  Col.  Sept.G,  1838, 
Colonel  Mar.  27,  183!)  ami  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral of  the  4th  Mass.  Ligbt  Infantry  Sept. 
4,  1840. 

Adams,  Bknjamin  V.  Came  from  N.  H.. 
was  a  farmer  and  shoemaker,  built 
the  house  now  owned  by  Levi  Beal. 
removed  to  Reading,  Mass.,  nboat 
187f)  and  died  there  in  It8t,  a-ed  so. 
Adams,  Bknjamin.  Came  from  Middle- 
ton,  Mass.  \v;b  I  shoemaker  l>v  trade, 
built  the  house  now  occupied  by  J.  J. 
Hardy,  was  popularly  known  M  "Lit- 
tle Ben."  Died  in  Topslield  in  184!). 
aged  30. 
Andukws,  Aahon  A.  Bom  in  Topslield, 
a  butcher  by  trade  and  employed  by 
T.  P.  Munday,  enlisted  in  8Sd  Mass. 
Infantry,  but  was  never  mustered  in- 
to the  service.  Died  in  Topslield  in 
1877,  aged  54. 
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Atkinson,  William  D.  Came  to  Tops- 
field  from  Lynu,  worued  at  his  trade, 
house  painting,  for  a  short  time  and 
removed  to  Boston. 

Aveuill,  Aakon  Perley.  Born  in  Tops 
field,  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  removed 
to  Georgetown  and  died  there  in 
18G5,  aged  55. 

Balch,  Neiiemiaii  Born  i  n  Topslleld  and 
died  there  in  1884,  aged  77.  Was  a 
shoe  manutacturer,  served  the  town 
as  treasurer  and  assessor,  was  ensign 
of  the  company. 

Batcheldek,  Joseph  Cummings.  Came 
fropa  Boxford,  was  an  excellent  phy- 
sician, removed  to  Templeton,  Mas-. 
in  1850  after  practicing  medicine  in 
Topslleld  nearly  fifteen  years;  he  was 
the  successor  of  Jeremiah  Stone,  M. 
D.,  who  removed  to  Proviucetown, 
Mass.  in  183G  Dr.  Batchelder  buili 
the  hou-e  n  >w  owned  and  occupied 
by  John  Bailey ;  he  was  representa- 
tive to  the  General  Couitin  184G, 
was  the  inventor  of  the  boring  ma- 
chine that  was  used  for  a  time  while 
tlie  Hoosac  Tunnel  was  being  con- 
ducted, proving  at  tnat  time  a  par- 
tial failure,  enlisted  as  surgeon  In  the 
23d  Mass.  Vols.,  but  saw  little  ser 
vice  was  surgeon  of  the  company  of 
"Blues." 

Bassett,  David.  Came  from  Gloucester 
and  learned  the  wheelwright's  trade 
with  Thomas  K.  Leach,  removed  to 
Beverly  (?) 

Blaisdell,  James.  Born  inTopsfleld  and 
died  there  in  1-858,  aged  32,  a  shoe- 
maker by  trade. 

Buackett,  Cilahleh  C.  Came  from  Wolf 
boro,  N.  II.,  was  a  carpenter  by  trade 
and  built  many  of  the  older  houses 
now  standing  in  town,  also  In  1818 
the  church  at  LinebrooK  parish,  lie 
lived  In  town  about  ten  years  remov- 
ing to  Ipswich  in  1848  and  afterwards 
to  Qulncy,  Mass.,  where  he  died 
about  1880.  Represented  the  town 
at  the  General  Court  in  1843. 

Bhadstiucict,  John.  Born  In  Topslleld 
and  died  there  in  1817,  aged  86, was  a 
shoemaker, ut  one  time  living  in  Box* 
ford. 

BlUPSTHICICT,    Wll.LlAM.        Boill      ill     Tops- 

lleld,  u  farm-  r,  and  is    now    living  In 


Danvers. 

Chapman,  Edward  A.  He  was  a  cabinet 
maker  by  trade  and  also  worked  as  a 
house p tinier.  Removed  to  Haverhill. 

Chapman,  John  K.  Came  from  Line- 
brook  Parish,  Ipswich,  shoemaker 
and  farmer.  Is  now  living  in  [ps- 
wich. 

Clakk,  David.  Born  in  Topslleld  and 
died  there  in  1880,  aged  06.  Farmer. 
Selectman  for  a  number  of  years. 

Conant,  Nathaniel.  Born  la  Topslleld 
and  died  there  in  1872,  aged  70.  Wus 
captain  of  the  "Blue-."  at  their  or- 
ganization, afterwards  being  promot- 
ed to  be  major  an  J  brigade  inspector 
of  the  4th  Brigade  Mass.  Light  In- 
fantry. Ha  represeuteJ  the  town 
twice  at  the  General  Court,  in  1854 
and  1863. 

Ckowell,  Josiaii.  C  tme  from  Salem, 
was  a  sh  >emaker  by  trade.  Died  in 
Topslleld  in  188'J,  aged  85. 

Cuukiuk,  Musics  J.  Came  from  Eufleld, 
N.  H.,  was  a  clerk  in  F.  &  N  Perley*a 
geneial  store,  anil  alter  living  "in 
town  about  three  years  removed  to 
Dauvers,  where  he  died  in  1892. 

Dodge,  Fhanois.  Lived  in  Hamilton, 
was  a  farmer. 

Elliot,  Chaklks  A.  Boru  In  Topslleld, 
was  a  siioemaker  and  fanner.  Re< 
moved  to  Danvers  about  I85fi  and 
died  there  in  L895. 

Gallup,  William  Pouikk.  B  >rn  in  Top- 
Held  and  di.d  theie  in  181)0,  aged  So. 
Was  a  shoe  bottom  llni-her,  iU<*o  .  n- 
gaged  In  ihe  uiuleriakin.'  bu«lue*l 
lor  a  number  of  years,  built  the  lioUM 
now  occupied  by  his  son  W.  \V.  lial- 
lup,  was  sergeant  in  the  company. 

Gikkoud,  William  K  Came  from  Salem, 
removed  to  thestac  of  NY  >  Yoik  in 
1813  or  4.     Farmer. 

Gould,  Ahi.vl  H.  Born  In  T.-psiieid  and 
died  there  In  1879,  aged  61.  Carried 
on  a  largo  butchering  hu-i...  S8,  ft  a 
selectman  for  a  number  of  year*. 

Gould,  Ch.vklks.  Horn  in  Topslelil, 
shot-maker.     Is  still  living. 

GOUI.Pi  Kmkkson  P.  Horn  in  I'opsllrld. 
A  schoolmaster  In  hh  younger  days, 
afterwards  learning  the  butclierlU| 
business.  KulUtoU*  in  Hie  Is  ||  M  tag, 
Vol>.,  and     died     In    I  hi'     lo»|>llal    at 


Baton    Rouge,    La.,     June  5,    1863, 
i    aged  51,  from  the  effects  of  an  injury 
received  in  the  slaughter  house  con- 
nected with  the  army  headquarters. 

Gould,  Jonathan  Porter.  Born  in 
Topsfleld  and  died  there  inl1860,  aged 
40.  Carried  on  a  large  butchering 
business. 

Gould,  Josiah  L.  Horn  in  Topslleld  and 
died  there  in  1880,  aijed  G3.  Was  a 
farmer,  built  the  house  now  owned 
by  Horace  Bradstreet. 

Gould,  Lemuel  Holton.  Born  in  Tops- 
fleld in  1809,  former.  Went  to  Cali- 
fornia in  1858,  living  there  until  his 
deaih  at  Sacramento  in  1877.  -Was 
captain  of  the  company  succeeding 
Capt.  Nathaniel  Consult  in  1840. 

Gould,  Thomas.  Born  in  Topsfleld  and 
died  there  in  1882,  aged  75,  was  a 
farmer,  superintendent  of  the  alms- 
;  house  for  nearly  12  years,  a  select- 
.  man,  and  represented  the  town  at  the 
General  Court  in  1841).  Served  as 
2d  and  3d  lieutenant  of  the  company. 

Griffin,  Lkonard  B.  A  minister  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Born 
in  Connecticut,  came  to  Topsfleld 
from  Gloucester,  preached   in  Tops- 

i  field  in  1840-1,  a  successful  charge, 
twenty  Ave  joining  the  church  while 
under  his  care.  Prom  Topsfleld  he 
went  to  Cambridffeport;  vvas  chap- 
lain of  the  com  puny. 

Hood,  John  Gould.  Born  in  Topsfleld 
and  died  there  in  1858,  aged  51.  Was 
an  able  school  master  In  his  younger 
days,  afterwards  a  farmer  and  justice 
of  the  peace,  also  holding  many  ofll 
ces  in  the  town  aovernment.  For  a 
great  many  years  he  manufactured 
cofllns,  supplying  Topsfleld  and  the 
adjoining  towns. 

UunuARD,  Humphrey  Gould.  Born  in 
Topsfleld  and  died  there  In  1847,  aged 
40.  Shoemaker. 

Janes,  Samuel.  Born  in  Salem  and  died 
in  Topsfleld  in  1873,  aged  71.  Was  a 
shoemaker,  afterwards  engaging  In 
the  express  business  between  Tops- 
fleld and  Salem,  carrying  it  on  about 
ten  years. 

Kimball,  Benjamin.  Born  in  Topslleld 
and  died  there  iu  1882,  aged  80.  Man* 

•      ufactured  a  high  grade  of  boots:  was 
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town  treasurer  1853-G1. 

Kimball,  William  E.  Born  In  Tops- 
fleld, carried  on  a  blacksmith! ng  bus- 
iness in  his  earlier  days,  but  after- 
wards engaged  in  the  grocery  and 
East  India  goods  business;  riled  in 
Dan  vers,  Nov.,  189*,  aged  91. 

LAKE,  David,  .lit.  Horn  in  Toptfleld.  A 
fanner,  but  ut  one  time  carried  on  a 
shoe  manufacturing  business,  became 
infected  with  the  gold  fever  in  1852 
and  started  for  California  by  way  of 
the  Isthmus.  Reached  Panama  In 
safety  and  with  some  seventy  others 
chartered  a  small  schooner  and  sailed 
for  San  Francisco.  The  vessel  was 
insufliciently  provisioned  and  nearly 
half  of  those  on  board  died  of  starva- 
tion and  found  a  watery  crave.  The 
survives  finally  reached  the  Califor- 
nia coast  and  after  spending  four 
years  in  the  »taie  Mr  Lake  retqrned 
to  Topsfleld  April  1,  185D.  lie  started 
for  California  a  .second  time  and  on 
the  2dth  died  in  the  Pacillc  ocean  on 
the  upward  voyage  from  Panama, 
aged  62. 

Lake,  Elkazer,  Jr.  Burn  in  Topslleld 
and  died  there  in  18i>7,  SfiOd  57.  11<- 
was  a  farmer  and  .-hocmuker ;  wits 
held  in  great  repute  as  a  hunter. 

Lake,  John  Brown.  Born  In  Boston  and 
died  in  Boxf-»rd  in  1878, aged  61.  Wa> 
a  farmer  and  shoemaker.  Started  for 
•  California  in  1852,  reached  Panama. 
but  was  unable  to  obtain  passage  for 
San  Francisco  and  returned  t«>  Tops- 
fleld. Enlisted  in  the  184  Mft«8.  Inf., 
was  base  drummer  In  MeKcn/.ie* 
band- 

Lakk,  JOEL.  Born  in  Top-Held  and  died 
there  iu  1800,  fttged  57  Shoe  manu- 
facturer and  nurseryman. 

Lamson,  Josiah  B.  Born  In  Top&flttld 
and  died  there  in  18(58  Aged  ."•:'.. 
Farmer. 

Lank,  Thomas  L.  Born  in  Gloucester 
and  died  in  Top-iield  In  l8M,*gi*d  40. 
Was  a  boot  ami  >hoe  mannf.icUn  m  . 
selectman  for  many  years 

Lkaoii,  Thomas  Kimbali*.    Came    iron 

Wunhmn    and    died    In    Topslleld  In 
1892,  aged  77.     Carried  on    a    wheel- 
wright business  for  57  years. 
LHMONT,  STRFIIKN  W.     Came  ln>m  Ltteh- 
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field,  Me.,   and  died   iu   Topsfield  in 
1844  »ged  27.   Was  a  blacksmith. 

Lewis,  Frederick  a.  Came  from  Salem: 
was  a  sailor  by  profession  but  worked 
at  shoemakiug,  at  one  time  sailed  in 
coasting  and  fishing  vessels.  The 
Gloucester  boat  of  which  he  was  first 
mate  was  lost  on  the  Grand  Banks, 
not  a  man  returning   to  tell   the  tale. 

Long,  Henry.  Cm  me  from  No.  Andover, 
Mass.,  and  died  in  Topsfield  in  1871, 
a<jed  52.  Blacksmith  and  stable  kt-ep 
er.  He  at  one  time  trained  with  the 
Washington  Guards  of  Boxford. 

McKenzie,  Addison.  Born  in  Topsfield 
and  died  in  Dover,  N.  H.,  in  18b'u', 
aged  44.  He  was  a  machinist  by 
trade;  played  B  fiat  bugle  iu  McKen- 
zie's  band. 

McKenzie,  Alfred.  Born  in  Topsfield 
and  is  now  living  in  Peabody.  Shoe 
manufacturer.  Leader  of  McKenzie's 
baud,  pluyiug  B  flat  bunle. 

McKenzie,  Constanjine.  Born  in  Tops- 
field,  a  carpenter  by  trade,  went  to 
California  in  1852  and  is  now  iiving 
iu  San  Francisco. 

McKenzie,  Samuel  S.  Born  iu  Tops 
field  and  died  there  in  181)1,  aged  81. 
Civil  engineer  and  jeweller;  select- 
man and  repieseiiiutive  to  the  Gener- 
al Court  in  1852.  flayed  trombone  in 
McKenzie's  band. 

Moore,  Thomas.  Born  in  Topsfield  and 
died  there  iu  18G8,  aued  tM.  Butcher. 
Was  standard  bearer  of  t he  company. 

Monday,  Thomas  P.  Born  in  Topsfield 
and  died  there  in  18G2,  aged  45.  Car- 
ried on  a  large  butchering  busimss, 
was  1st  and  2d  lieutenant  of  the 
company. 

Pearody,  Augustine  Simonds.  Born  in 
Topsfield  and  died  th<re  in  1884, aged 
73.  Was  a  school  teacher,  shoe  cut 
ter,  aud  at  one  time  engaged  in  the 
stock  brokerage  business  in  Boston. 
For  nearly  forty  years  he  W»8  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday  school  con- 
nected with  the  Congregational 
church.  Served  the  town  as  select- 
man for  nine  years;  was  orderly 
sear^ent  of  the  company. 

Peahody,  Francis  Dana.  Born  in  Tops 
field  and  died  in  Kowley  In  lb'Jl, aged 
75;  bootinarker. 


Peabody,  Thomas,  Jr.     Born    in    Top>- 
iield  and  died  iu  Georgetown  in  j  372 
aaed  47.  Shoemaker.  KnlUt**d  in  the 
23d  Mass.   VoK. 

Peabody,  William  Cumminos.  Bom  iu 
Topsfield  and  is  now  living  in  Ge  ng- 
t<»wn.  Shoemaker.  At  tne  present 
time  (1805)  is  the  oldest  llremau 
living  in  Mass. 

Perkins,  Amos,  Jr.  B  >rn  in  TopsilelJ 
and  died  there  in  1894,  aged  84.  Shoe 
manufacturer. 

Perkins,  Nathaniel,  Jk.  Born  In  If  en- 
bam  and  died  in  Topsfield  In  1^40, 
aged  32.  Fanner. 

Perkins  Neiilmiah,  Jr.     Born  in  Tops* 
Held,  died    iu    Aubnrn,    Me.,  in  .      . 
a^ed  71.     Farmer  and  shoemaker. 

Perkins,    Robert    Sumnku.       Born    iu 
Topsfield,  school  teacher,  »emoved  to 
Denver*   nod    engiged   iu   the 
business.   Is  still  living   in    Danvers. 
Was  xergeant  in  the  company. 

Pekley,  HUMPHRJCY.  Boru  in  Ipswich. 
Is  now  living  in  Boxford,  farmer. 

Perley,  John,  Jr.     Born  in  Ipswich  and 
was  found  dead  iu    topsfield    in  188 
ayed  7U.  Farmer. 

Perley  John  Francis,  Jr.  Born  in  Box* 
lord  and  died  in  TopMleld  in  1893, 
aged  (»i)    Shoemaker  and  carpenter. 

Perley,  Nathaniel.  Boru  in  Bnxford 
died  in  I'opsfleM  in  1861,  aged  37. 
Carpenter  a  ul  shoemaker. 

Perley,  Nathaniel  Born  in  Top«HeJd 
and  died  Iu  Boston  m  184.'.  a.ed  4M. 
Kept  general  and  R  *st  India  , 
.store,  1st  lieutenant  >d'  ihe  eomp.nv 
at  its  oiganization.piomoted  hrouh 
the  various  grades  until  S.  i»t  4,1840, 
he  was  commissioned  Brigadier  G  s« 
eral  of  the  4ih  Brigade  Mesa.  Light 
Infantry.  Represented  the  town  el  tne 
General  Court  in   1838. 

Peklkv.  Oewooo  Born  in  Boxford  and 
died  iu  Topsfield  In  >v  ged  71. 
Butcher. 

Piiii.Lii'S  Andrew  JaCKSON.  Boru  in 
Salem.  Shoemaker  and  laruivr. 

a  numb  r  of  yean  >aiied    from    New 
Bedford  On  Whtlln*  VOyejrrs,    enlist- 
ed iu  ftd  Muss   iiy.  arty.   Kon  I 
In  Llurbrook  Parish,  Ipswlon. 

PniLi.irs,  JOHN.  Born  in  Topstluld. 
Farmer.     Killed     In     IMO    by    being 


thrown  from  n  horse.  Was  buried 
from  the  house  of  Joel  Lake  with 
military  honors  from  the  "Warren 
Blues." 

Potter,  John  H.  Born  inlpswich.  Car- 
penter and  house  builder.  Built  a 
number  of  houses  in  Topsfleld  and  is 
still  living  there,  working  at  his 
trade,  lie  presented  the  town  at  the 
General  Court  in  1881;  selectman 
for  a  number  of  years 

Small,  Isaiah  M.  Came  from  Alton,  N. 
H.  Shoemaker  and  carpenter,  con- 
stable lor  many  years.  Removed  to 
New  York  state. 

Stiles,  Frederick,  Born  in  Middleton. 
Shoe  munul'aciurer.  Still  living  in 
Topsfleld. 

Taylok,  Tkowriudgk  Curtis.  Born  in 
Weymouth,  Muss.  Came  to  Tops- 
fleM  from  Li  neb  rook  Parish.  Shoe 
maker,  Enlisted  In  23d  Mass.  Vols., 
as  musician.  Removed  to  Ipswich 
and  died  there  in  1893. 
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Todd,  John.  Born  inlpswich.  Shoe- 
maker and  farmer.  Died  in  Topsfleld 
in  1865,  ased  49. 

Towne,  Bknjamin  B.  Born  in  Topsfleld 
and  died  therein  1888,  aged  75.  Farm- 
er and  shoemaker;  selectman   1854-0. 

Waitt,  William  Born  in  Topsfleld  and 
died  there  in  1888  aged  77.  Shoe- 
maker and  expressman.  Was  blind 
the  last  years  of  his  life. 

Wellington,  Joseph  Lloyd.  Came 
from  Templeton,  Mass.  Was  a  med- 
ical student, studyine  with  Dr.  Batch- 
elder,  his  biotherin  law.  Surgeon's 
Mate  ol' the  company. 

Wildes,  Moses,  2d.     Born   In  Topsfleld 
%,  died  there  iu    1895,  a^ed   84.      Shoe- 
maker. 

Whipple,  John  S.  Came  from  Hamil- 
ton. Buteher.  Died  in  So.  'lam worth, 
N.  H.,  in  1883  aged  59. 

Wright,  James.  Blacksmith.  Removed 
to  Lowell. 


t^^^M^S^> 
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The  Trial  ef  Elizabeth  Porter  Bradstreet  far 
the  Grirrie  of  Arson. 


By  Mrs.  Thkodoric  W.  Haven. 


"Stand  still,  my  steed, 

Let  me  review  the  scene 
And  summon  from  the  shadowy  Past 

The  forms  that  once  have  been." 

Down  the  aisles  of  memory  come 
trooping  myriads  of  shadowy  figures  and 
fancies,  yhostly  remembrances  of  child- 
hood's imaginative,  dreamy  houis. 

Perhaps  the  first  distinctive  one  is  tflfit 
of  attending  divine  service  in  the  meet- 
ing house,  as  it  was  aeuerally  called  in 
those  days.  Now  its  more  familiar 
appellative  is  the  church.  Clearly  do  I 
recall  its  external  appearance  of  three 
decades  ajro.  The  vast  area  of  its  bare, 
white -washed  walls,  the  hieroglyphic 
marks  across  their  surface  made  by 
cracks  in  the  plastering;  the  vivid  im- 
pression of  one  of  them  back  of  the  wing 
pews  on  the  west  side  of  the  nave  has 
never  been  efi'aced  from  memory's  cam- 
era It  ascended  and  descended  in  regu 
lar  lines  like  steps  and  somehow  I  asso- 
ciated it  with  the  ladder  ascending  iuto 
Heaven,  as  narrated  in  the  story  of 
"Jacob's  dream." 

Well  do  I  remember  the  rising  of  a 
gray  haired  man  who  used  to  sit  In  one 
of  the  east  wimr  pews,  during  prayer 
service.  I  could  never  reconcile  his 
standing  up,  while  the  rest  of  the  men  in 
the  congregation  remained  seated.  Often 
I  wondered  if  it  were  a  penalty  for  some- 
thing he  had  done  amiss.  1  have  since 
learned  it  was  a  custom  handed  down 
from  our  "Puritan  ancestors,"  a  visible 
protest  against  the  kneeling  ceremony  ( 
of  the  "Established  Church."  Doubtless1 
his  fathers  from  tin;  third  generation 
back  had  done  likewise;  his  grand-chil- 
dren follow  not  the  custom,  ^or  it  has 
become  obselete. 

Shall  I  forego  mention  of  the  preacher 
who  occupied  the  pulpjt  whoso  words  of  i 
exhortation,  warning  and  prayer  were! 
heard  from  it  for  so  many  years  and  per- 


chance find  a  responsive  echo  in  the 
souls  of  some  of  my  hearers?  Indeed, 
no !  Iu  those  days  I  had  only  a  child's 
acquaintance  with  him,  a  feeling  of  awe 
and  respect  when  he  spoke  to  me,  a 
sense  of  having  been  greatly  honored  if 
perchance  he  grasped  my  hand.  In  after 
years  these  emotions  were  only  intensi- 
fied by  a  more  intimate  acquaintance,  a 
fuller  appreciation  of  the  grand,  noble 
qualities  of  his  mind  and  soul.  Meas- 
ured by  the  aguoiitie  standards  of  today 
doubtless  he  would  be  reckoned  as  uar- 
row  in  his  theology,  by  the  criticism  of 
the  "Andover  heresy"  as  bigoted  in  his 
views,  but  by  the  measure  "pure  in 
heart,"  majestically  h*  towers  among 
his  contemporaries  and  successors  as 
well. 

Deep  set  iu  the  recesses  of  these  child- 
ish memories  is  the  picture  of  a  woman's 
face,  her  form  b>  wed  by  the  infirmities 
of  age;  plainly  I  see  her  before  me,  "in 
my  mind's  eye;"  even  to  the  details  of 
her  costume,  a  "paisley"  shawl,  which 
Nhe  iuvariaoly  wore,  a  black,  embroi- 
dered, Spanish  lace  veil,  always  partial- 
ly drawn  over  her  lace,  are  iudellbly 
Imprinted  on  Its  retina.  There  was 
something  in  that  face  which  attracted 
my  fancy.  I  know  I  must  have  inquired 
as  regards  its  possessor,  in  my  early 
>e*rs,  for  the  outlines  of  her  >tory  seem 
almost  a  personal  recollection.  May  it 
Interest  you,  as  It  has  me. 

Backward  I  fling  the  curtain  of  time, 
which  slowly,  solemnly,  unceasingly  DM 
dropped  Us  folds  around  the  actors  Of 
the  event  about  to  be  narrated,  shroud- 
ing within  its  unfolding  embrace  ail  of 

them.  Fifty-eight  yours  make  wide 
ravages  amongst  the  dwellers  of  earth. 
Death  with  a  relentless*  sickle  merciless* 
ly  cuts  down  his  victims.  The  passing 
knell,  mahap  a  shaft  of  marble,  are  the 
only  tangible  evidences  of  our  having 
existed.      He    who    serves    well    his    day 


and  generatioo,  haply  has  attained  unto 
earth's  highest  good;  to  have  served 
tbem  ill,  that  man  is  cursed.  The  story 
opens  with  the  accouut  of  a  dire  calami- 
ty, one  of  destruction  engendered  by  that 
always  to  he,  dreaded  i'oe,  tire. 

The  Salem  Gazette  dated  Oct.  17, 
1836,  contains  the  following  paragraph  : 
"On  Monday  morning  u  fire  broke  out 
on  the  premises  of  Mr.  John  Rea,  Jr .,  in 
Topsfleld,  by  which  a  tavern,  large  barn 
and  store  belonging  to  this  gentleman 
weie  destroyed.  We  are  informed  by 
people  who  were  on  the  spot  that  the 
fire  originated  in  the  barn,  the  contents 
of  which,  a  large  quantity  of  hay,  graia, 
etc.,  two  horses,  several  hogs,  two 
ehaises  and  two  or  three  wagons,  were 
destroyed.  Considerable  of  the  house 
furniture  was  consumed,  also  many  other 
articles  In  the  house,  including  a  gold 
watch.  Mr  Pei ley's  store  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  street  was  preserved 
with  great  difficulty.  It  is  supposed  that 
the  fire  was  the  work  of  an  incendiary, 
as  it  was  first  discovered  In  a  part  of  the 
barn  not  used  as  a  tavern  stable  and  into 
which  no  one  had  been  known  to  carry  a 
light.  Mr.  Keii  was  aroused  at,  about 
one  o'clock.  The  alarm  reached  Salem 
a  little  before  2.  Two  engines  from 
Panvers  Jaud  one  from  New  Rowley 
(now  Georgetown)  were  present.  Los^, 
$5,000.     Insured,  $2,000." 

The  event  of  the  lire  was  an  exciting 
episod"  in  the  history  of  the  village. 
Most  of  the  Inhabitants  were  in  bed  and 
a«l8fp  at  the  time  it  commenced.  Mr. 
Chas.  Gould  hud  just  retired  to  his  homo. 
He  partially  dressed,  got  on  a  horse  and 
rude  through  the  town  giving  the  alnrmi 
The  tavern  stood  on  the  site  of  the  store 
now  occupied  by  Mr.  C.  I.  Trowbridge, 
the  store  on  the  site  of  Mr.  John  Bailey's 
residence.  There  were  no  build- 
ings on  the  same  side  of  the  street  on 
the  north  from  Wildes'  corner  but  a 
blacksmith  shop.  South  of  the  tavern 
was  the  new  Samuel  Gould  house.  Next 
to  it  stood  the  old  S.  Gould  house!,  and 
I  from  there  none  till  the  house  of  John  G. 
Hood  on  the  present  comer  of  Main  ami 
Prospect  streets.  What  to  me  seems 
remarkable  is  the  Tact  that  it  1«  the  only 
lire   on    the    main    street   of   the    village 


ill 


since  it  was  first  settled.     May  it  be    the 

last. 

Of  course  the  ever  recurring  question 
as  regards  the  (ire  was:  How  wus  It  set? 
Who  did  it?  The  property  was  insured 
for  a  hiige  sum  for  those  days,  but  there 
was  a  mortgage  upon  it,  held  by  Hon. 
Ashael  Huntington,  which  covered  the 
full  amount.  Capt.  Rea  had  recently 
failKl'in  business,  and  the  loss  of  his 
property  bv  tire  beggared  him,  so  to 
speak.  The  topic  was  pretty  generally 
canvassed  by  the  townsfolk,  as  are  local 
happenings  at  the  present  time.  Many 
whisp- red  suspicions  which  they  dan-d 
uot  utter  aloud.  Mutteringa  of  distrust 
against  the  Keas  were  Heard  ou  the 
horizon  of  public  opinion,  but  none 
anticipated  the  territlc  bolt  nor  its 
course  in  striking  an  unsuspecting,  un- 
prepared, unwarned  victim. 

A  clipping  from  the  Salem   Gazette    ot 
Dec.  18,  1830,  tells  the  siory  :  — 
Capital  Case 

A  magistrate's  court  was  held  last 
week  at  Topsfleld  before  John  W.  Proc- 
tor, Esq.  for  the  examination  of  Miss 
Elizabeth  Porter  Bradstnet,  a  maldeu 
lady  of  a  respectable  family,  on  coin- 
plaint  made  against  her,  charging  her 
with  the  crime  of  arson,  in  getting  fire 
to  the  dwellinuhouse  and  buildings  of 
Capt.  John  Rea  in  Topsfleld  u  few  weeks 
since. 

The  Salem  Gazette,  dated  Dec.  10, 
1880,  contains  the  following  :  — 

By  consei  t  of  the  parties,  and  for 
teasons  that  weie  thought  satisfactory, 
the  time  for  the  hearing  in  relation  to 
the  charge  of  setting  Are  to  the  buildings 
of  Capt.  John  Ren  in  TopedeW  on  the 
17th  of  the  October  last  is  postponed  to 
Monday,  Feb.  20,  1837. 

Elisabeth  Porter  Brads  tree!  «a>. 
housekeeper  at  the  Res  tavern  when  It 
wus  burned,  Capt.  Kea  its  proprietor, 
being  a  widower.    Before  entering  into 

the  details  of  the  trial,  1  wish  to  tell 
you  of  the  ancestry  and  pari)  life  of  Un- 
accused. 

Her  first  ancestors  in  this  country 
were  Gov.  Simon  Bradstrcct  ami  his 
wife,  Ann  Dudley.  John,  their  sen, 
married  Sarah  Perkins.  They  had  a  son 
named   Simon,   who  married     Rlltnbeth 


who  settled  ut  Sulem  village,    now    Dau- 
thein   was   born   on 
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Capeu,  daughter  of  Parson  Capen  of  this 
town.  Their  son  John  married  Eliza- 
beth Fiske  and  they  had  a  son.  Col. 
Dudley,  who  married  Polly  Porter, 
sister  of  my  graud-mother  Gould,  daugh- 
ter of  Col.  Joseph  Porter  of  Danvers, 
a  direct  descendant  of  the  John   Porter 

I  age 
vers,  in  1634.  T 
Jan  11,  1803,  a  daughter,  Elizabeth  Por- 
ter, the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Thus 
she  was  of  the  sixth  generation,  lu  direct 
line  of  descent,  from  Gov.  Simon  Brad- 
street  aud  his  wife,  the  "Lady  Anne," 
the  first  poet  of  the  new  world.  Eliza- 
beth's mother  died  while  she  was  very 
young,  and  beiutr  the  eldest  daughter, 
upon  her  .shoulders  devolved  the  task  of 
keeping  her  father's  house,  looking  after 
and  supplying  the  wants  or  the  younger 
children;  because  pi  this  she  had  no 
chance  to  improve  even  the  scanty  school 
advantages  of  those  early  days.  I.  have 
been  told  by  one  who  heard  her  speak  of 
her  early  life  that  she  said  "her  father 
kept  20  cows  which  she  helped  to  milk, 
took  care  of  milk  in  the  dairy,  making 
butter  and  cheese."  Her  lather  kept 
large  flocks  of  sheep,  the  wool  of  which 
she  spun  and  helped  weave  into  cloth  for 
the  clothing  of  the  family.  Flax  was 
also  raised  on  the  farm.  This  she  spuu 
and  wove  Into  rifts  of  snowy  linen.  I 
recollect  having  heard  an  aunt  of  mine 
speak  of  the  quantity  of  lineu  sheets 
which  Elizabeth  possessed,  the  work  of 
her  own  bauds  iu  her  younger  years.  For 
all  these  services  rendered  as  her  fath- 
er's house-keeper  she  received  the  muulfl- 
ceut  sum  of  three  shillluys  a  weoK,  $26 
a  year. 

Thus  she  grew  up  a  steady,  industri- 
ous womau,  beloved  by  her  family  and 
respected  by  the  townspeople.  Her 
father  In  time  took  to  himself  a  second 
wife,  so  that,  her  services  not  being 
required  at  home,  she  went  away  to 
work. 

She  was  a  member  of  the  Cougrega- 
tioual  Church.  At  the  time  of  her  arrest, 
Rev.  James  McEwen,  its- pastor,  rather 
than  have  her  committed  to  jail  during 
the  lime  that  must  elapse  before  the 
hearing,  gave  his  pledged  word  to  the 
district  attorney  that  lie  would  guarantee 


her  appearance  at  the  time  designated. 

The  trial  opened  at  the  old  hotel,  on 
the  turnpike,  Monday,  Feb.  20th,  1837, 
before  magistrates  Proctor  and  Muck. 
Hon.  Leverett  Sulstonstall  was  counsel 
for  the  accused,  of  whom  it  was  said: 
"there  Is  one  houest  lawyer  iu  Salem. " 
Hon.  Ishael  Huntington,  district  attor- 
ney, was  for  the  commonwealth,  himself 
a  Topsfleld  boy.  He  lived  a  long  and 
honorable  life  and  was  one  of  the  great 
lights  of  the  E^m-x  bar. 

The  Reas  were  the  accusers  of  Miss 
Bradstreet,  ba.>ing  their  accusaliou  on  a 
letter,  purporting  to  have  been  written 
by  the  accused,  Oct.  10,  1836,  to  Capt. 
Rea  In  which  she  threatened  "to  buru 
his  property  uules>  he  dUcontinued  his 
attentions  to  Ann  Stayer."  Thin  If  lea 
Sawyer,  whom  Capt.  Rea  afterward 
married,  lived  with  her  brother, 
John,  who  was  a  hUcksmith,  living  in 
the  L  of  the  Wilde's  house,  canyiug  on 
his  trade  In  the  shoo  on  the  opposite 
corner. 

One  eveuint*  while  Capt.  Uea  was 
calling  upou  Miss  Sawyer  a  stone  wus 
thrown  through  one  of  the  wkdows. 
They  charged  Miss  Bradstreet,  at  the 
trial,  with  the  perpetration  of  the  deed, 
but  it  was  not  proven.  One  item  of 
evidence  offered  to  support  I  he  contents 
of  the  letter  was  that  Mia*  Bmdatreel 
had  told  a  woman  friend  of  her  Intention 
to  wlu  Capt.  Rea.  At  a  house  where  .-he 
was  calling  one  day,  several  of  her 
acquaintances  were  congregated  and  iu 
the  course  of  the  conversation  liiey 
chatted  her  about  Ueu  and  jokingly  she 
made  t  he  above  reply, 

At  the  time  of  the  tire,  of  course,  she 
was  aroused  with  the  rest  ol  the  inmate*. 
The  barn  burning  (tret,  there  vnu>  lime 
to  collect  most  of  her  belongings  and 
she  hastily  placid  ihem  in  a  trunk  which 
was  rained  out  ol  the  hoVM  hv  Buward 
Hood,  a  reatdeot  of  the  town,  .u  thla 
time  he  was  paying  particular  atlealloa 
to  Miss  Bradstreet,  and  he  testified  at 
the  trial  that  It  was  "Impossible  for  her 
to  have  set  the  lire,  for  he  was  Lo  her 
company  from  8  o'clock  p.  m.  uutil  the 
hands  ol  the  clock    were    perpendicular." 

As  1  before  stated,  the  I  rial  comuicncid 

at  the  hotel,  but  the  space   there   became 
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too  limited  and  the  court  removed  to  the 
Academy -building.  Of  course  the  great 
piece  of  evldeuce  against  her  was  the 
letter.  If  proved  to  have  been  written 
by  her,  the  conclusions  would  inevitably 
be  damaging  to  her  cause. 

During  the  examination  pf  witnesses, 
one  of  her  brothers  was  asked  if  he  hud 
I  in  his  possession  any  loiter  written  by 
his  sister  Elizabeth.  He  replied,  "No  I 
hhe  did  not  know  how  to  write  a'  letier, 
therefore  I  have  never  received  any.  The 
only  specimen  of  her  handwriting  extant 
at  the  time  of  the  trial  was  a  rai&s-spelled, 
badly  written  note  to  her  step-mother. 
Comparing  it  with  the  letter  received  bv 
Rea  it  was  obvious  that  the  handwriting 
was  totally  dissimilar.  So  that  the 
letter  charge  fell  through. 

The  time  of  the  trial  occupied  10  days; 
really  over  11  days,  but  the  court  ad- 
journed over  one  sitting  to  attend  the 
funeral  services  of  Dr.  Nehemiah  Cleve- 
land. Oue  reason  for  its  great  leuyth 
was  the  large  number  of  witnesses  put 
on  the  stand  to  testify  in  behalf  of  the 
accused  as  to  her  character,  standing, 
etc.  Two  persons  only  are  living,  now, 
of  that  number.  The  Reas  left  no  stoue 
unturned  that  might  possibly  bear  on 
some  circumstance  that  would  tend  to 
criminate  her. 

At  length  cumo  the  final  day  of  the 
hearing,  which  it  was  decided  should  be 
held  in  the  meeting  house,  March  8d. 
The  suu  rose  cl«'ar,  the  day  was  warm 
and  bright.  The  court  opened  promptly 
at  i)  o'clock  a.  in.  A  few  minutes  belore 
the  time  Mrs.  MeEweu  came  down  the 
broad  aisle  of  the  meeting  house,  lol- 
lowed  by  the  accused.  After  her  came 
the  high  sheriff.  The  party  seated  them 
telyes  in  the  minister's  pew,  which  was 
ou  the  left  side  of  the  pulpit.  Tlie  judg- 
es and  counsel  for  both  sides  occupied 
the  elder's  seat,  which  was  the  height  of 
two  steps  above  the  rest  of  the  pews, 
u tn I  directly  In  front  ot  the  pulpit,  ex- 
tending the  entire  length  of  the  pulpit's 
platform.  After  prayer  by  Kcv.  Juines 
McEwen  the  court  opened.  The  house 
dlled  rapidly.  Every  inch  of  standing 
room  was  filled.  The  ^allerlos  were 
packed  with  a  sympathizing,  expectant 
ihruuif.       lion.      Luverott     SulsLoiutlull 


opened  his  plea  for  the  prisoner.  He 
spoke  of  her  former  reputation,  her  In- 
tegrity of  character.  He  summed  up 
her  domestic  and  industrious  qualities, 
ocouted  at  her  love  for  Ilea  as  being  the 
incentive  of  the  crime,  und  the  Improba- 
bility of  sucli  a  woman  concocting  so 
nefarious  a  scheme.  He  pointed  out  the 
discrepancies  in  the  handwriting  ol  the 
letter  and  of  the  note  I  have  before 
spoken  of.  He  thought  it  hard  that 
Capt.  Ilea  should  tell  the  story  of  Miss 
Bradstreet's  infatuation  for  himself  and 
that  she  should  remain  sik-nt.  The 
ignominy  of  so  doing  wa*  utterly  inde- 
scribable. The  argument  was  continued 
for  nearly  four  hours.  He  Anally  com- 
mended her  to  the  "mercy  of  the  worldly 
judyes,  and  that  of  Almighty  God,  who 
kuoweth  the  innocence  of  the  crime 
whereof  she  is  accused."  He  took  his 
seat  amidst  prolound  silence.  After  a 
conference  among  the  judges,  the  court 
crier  announced  that  the  couit  would 
adjourn  until  2  o'clock  p.  m.  Many  of 
the  audience  remained  in  the  meeting 
house  over  the  entire  intermission  in 
ordei  to  obtain  good  seats  for  the  after- 
noon session.  The  prisoner  repaired  to 
the  home  of  the  MeEwtns,  at  which 
place  she  had  been  staying  sluce  the 
time  of  her  arrest. 

The  court  cttliM  hi  at  precisely  2  p.  m. 
If  the  house  whs  crowded  in  the  morn- 
ing, It  was  densely  packed  now,  the 
crowd  suriiiug  back  ou  to  its  eutrauce 
.steps,  lion.  Ashuel  Huntington,  district 
attorney  for  the  commonwealth,  com- 
menced his  charge  to  the  judges,  &s  fol- 
lows :  "I  have  no  desire  other  than  to  do 
my  duty.  My  feelings  towards  the  com- 
munltyaro  friendly.  The  examinatiou 
took  place  In  this  town  by  my  desire.  1 
consented  that  this  lad>  might  remain 
with  her  friends.  I  might  have  had  her 
placed  in  jail,  as  always  Is  dk»M  In  cases 
of  this  kind.  I  have  had  no  connection 
with  ilea  since  the  time  of  his  failure, 
till  1886.  Do  not  lose  a  mill  In  conse- 
quence of  the  destruction  of  this  propai- 
ty.  I  respect  the  feelings  of  this  com- 
inuulty  toward  the  accused.  It  may  all 
be  a  delusion,  a  mistake.  It  Is  the  duty 
of  the  magistrates  to  cuielulh  Weigh  all 
evidence  presented.     I    don't    believe   in 
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examination  of  this  kind  ever  consumed 
so  much  time  since  the  foundation  of  the 
government.  I  have  only  done  my  duty 
if  I  show  on  the  part  of  the  government 
that  there  is  good  reason  to  suspect  the 
prisoner  -of  being  guilty  of  the  crime 
imputed  to  her.  I  believe  that  the 
community  admits  that  the  Are  comr 
menced  by  design;  any  individual  In  the 
neighborhood  might  have  done  it  as  well 
as  the  prisoner  had  they  a  motive.  I 
know  that  people  of  this  town  will 
weigh  the  truth  candidly." 

So  he  goes  on.  Says  very  little  with 
regard  to  the  letter,  but  makes  a  strong 
point  out  of  Miss  Bradstreet.'s  love  for 
Rea  and  her  avowed  intention  to  win 
him;  summing  up  the  points  of  evi- 
dence against  her  which  notoriously 
were  all  given  by  persons  of  the  name 
of  Rea,  or  their  family  connections, 
excepting  Ann  Sawyer.  .  His  speech 
occupied  over  two  hours'  time.  I  have 
been  told  by  one  who  heard  It  that  "It 
was  considered  a  masterly  affair,"  preju- 
dicing many  against  him,  they  thinking 
that  be  need  not  have  made  so  great  an 
effort  to  convict  one  of  his  own  towns- 
people. Doubtless  this  (act  made  him 
the  more  strenuous  in  the  performance 
of  his  legal  duty.  It  was  not  Ashael 
Huntington,  the  man  and  fellow  citizen 
who  spoke,  but  Anlnel  Huntington,  the 
district  attorney.  The  case  wus  given 
to  the  magistrates  at  5.40  o'clock.  They 
entered  into  a  conference  as  to  its  merits 
and  demerits,  while  the  crowd  waited 
expectantly  for  their  verdict.  A  large 
number  of  strangers,  young  men,  some 
25  In  number,  were  scattered  throughout 
the  audience.  People  wondered  who 
they  might  be.  It  grew  dark  and  the 
room  was  lighted,  but  no  one  stirred  to 
leave  the  house.  All  were  anxious  to 
hear  their  decision.  Finally  the  crier 
arose  aud  stated  that  the  decisiou  would 
not  be  given  out  to  the  public  till  the 
next  morning  at  9  o'clock.  It  was  a 
great  disappointment  to  the  waiting 
crowd,  but  they  were  obliged  to  submit. 
An  arraugement  was  made  whereby  the 
result  of  the  trial  should  be  mude  known 
to  the  people  at  large.  If  the  prisoner 
was  convicted  the  church  bell  should  be 
tolled,   If  acquitted    it;    was   to   peal   the 


joyful  tidings  abroad.  It  was  whispered 
about  among  the  knowing  ones,  and  the 
rumor  had  reached  olliclal  cars,  that 
those  young  strangers  present  were  the 
ringleaders  or  a  band  which  intended  to 
make  a  forcible  demonstration  inside 
the  meeting  house  after  the  delivery  of 
the  verdict.  If  favorable  to  Miss  Brad- 
street,  one  of  joy,  If  against  her,  one  o' 
indignation.  Some  who  know  of  the 
weakness  of  the  structure,  asked  the 
judges  to  withhold  their  decision  oo 
this  account,  fearing  that  some  of  Its 
timbers  might  collapse  under  the  great 
weight  of  the  audience,  and  the  extra 
strain  of  stamping  and  rapid  moving 
about.  It  was  an  old  building.  Nut 
long  after  it  was  removed,  the  pres- 
ent church  building  being  dedicated  in 
1842. 

The  fatefdl  morning  eame.  One  aged 
woman  has  told  me  "that  in  her  home 
breakfast  was  ready  ;.t  the  usual  hour, 
but  no  one  could  eat  it.  Her  father 
walked  the  floor,  while  none  of  the 
family  had  any  desire  '.o  engage  In  llu-ir 
usual  occupations." 

Crowds  of  people  gathered  on  the 
common  as  the  fateful  hour  drew  ulgh, 
waiting  for  the  peal  of  the  bell,  discuss- 
ing the  pros  and  coin  of  the  evidence  of 
the  trial  and  its  probable  outrmne.  A 
perceptible  silence  fell  upon  th.m  .is  the 
time  of  waiting  lessened  into  a  minute's 
duration;  when  It  lacked  only  a  second, 
heart  throbs  were  almost  aud  tile.  "They 
rung  the  bell  till  they  rocked  ihe  steeple." 
The  rejoicing  was  universal, 
must  not  Its  glad  tidings  have  meant  to 
the  woman  whose  life  had  b<.en  In  jeopar- 
dy these  lust  ten  days?  We  can  imagine 
it  like  the  awakening  from  a  most  hoi  rl- 
ble  nightmare ;  as  a  delivery  from  an 
impending  weight  on  its  wuy  to  crush 
the  very  lid'  f'"in  her  soul  and  body. 

Who  set    the    Hit    i^    Still    a     |i,\>lcrv. 
Who  wrote  the  lettei  is*  another;    il 
less  they  will  always  remain  >  >. 

In  one  i»f  his  sketches  Elatborne  elab- 
orates the  Idea  that  "'tis  not  tin-  deed 
alone  that  constitutes  sin,  but  the 
thought  as  well."  Someone  in  their 
thought  deprlfod  Elizabeth  go  r  tor 
Brads  tree  t  of  that  gift  bestowed  upon 
her  by  the  great  Creator,    life;    liai 
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her  upon  the  gallows,  condemned  her  to 
the  most  iguomiuous  form  of  death  be- 
stowed upon  criminals  of  the  deeoest 
dye.     In  God's  sight   they    were   "guilty 


of  murder  in    the   ilrst     degree,"     with 
malice  aforethought. 

May  He,  in  the  wldeuess  of  His  mercy, 
show  pardon  unto  that  guilty  one. 


A  Sketch  of  Br.  neherriiah  Gleaveland. 

By  Charles  J.  Peabody. 


In  trying  to.  collect  material  for  this 
paper  I  nave  been  impressed  with  the 
fact  that,  however  deep  may  be  the  hold 
that  a  man  gains  on  the  men  of  his  time, 
but  few  facts  or  traditions  linger  in  the 
minds  of  a  later  generation.  Hence  much 
of  value  that  I  present  may  doubtless  be 
well  known,  being  obtained  from  books 
with  which  you  are  more  familiar  than 
myself. 

The  recalling,  however,  of  the  facts 
and  incidents  of  such  a  life  as  that  of  Dr. 
Nehemiah  Gleaveland  must  be  of  advan- 
tage, and  will  impress  on  us  the  great 
service  that  was  done  in  former  days  by 
a  man  who  was  wise,  strong  and  true. 

Nehemiah  (Jleaveland  was  the  youngest 
son  of  Rev.  John  Cleaveland  of  Ipswich, 
of  whom  it  is  said  "he  preached  all  the 
men  of  his  Parish  into  the  army  of  the 
Revolution  and  then  went  himself;"  three 
of  his  sons  were  also  in  the  army.  Nehe- 
miah at  the  as:e  of  1G  was  an  attendant  on 
his  father  during  the  siege  of  Boston  and 
afterward  enlisted.  He  saw  service  at 
West  Point  and  in  New  Jersey;  he  was 
also  at  Ticondoroga.  After  he  left  the 
army  he  worked  ou  his  father's  farm  and 
manifested  the  patience,  courage  and  en- 
durance that  afterward  distinguished  him 
In  increasing  its  productiveness  and  re- 
pairing the  ueglect  caused  by  the  absence 
during  the  war  of  its  owner  and  his  sons. 
At  the  age  of  21,  being  disappointed  in 
earlier  hopes  of  a  college  education,  he 
entered  on  the  study  of  medicine  with  his 
brother  at  Byfield  and  later  with  Dr. 
Manning  of  Ipswich. 

Ho  began  his  career  as  a  physician  In 
Topsfleld  in  1783,  taking  the  practice  of 
Dr.  Dexter,  who  owned  and  occupied  the 


farm  afterward  owned  by  Dr.  Treadwell 
and  now  held  by  the  E*sex  Agricultural 
Society.  An  ancient  record  says  that  at 
the  auction  of  Dr.  Dexler's  per>oual 
property  his  medical  library  was  pur- 
chased entire  by  D-.  Cleavelaud;  said  li 
brary  consisting  of  two  books. 

Soon  after  settling  in  Topsfleld  his 
practice  extended  to  the  sunoundiui: 
towns,  and  his  reputation  as  a  consulting 
physician  was  established  among  other 
doctors  as  well  as  the  people.  In  prac- 
tice he  is  described  as  cautious  aud  care- 
ful. He  never  undertook  difficult  surgi- 
cal operations,  but  had  a  keen  insight,  a 
good  memory,  with  the  kind  heart  that 
gained  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the 
families  among  whom  he  was  known  as 
an  adviser  and  guide  in  many  matters 
outside  medical  practice. 

He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  in 
that  capacity  exerted  a  wide  influence  to 
promote  good  feeling  amonu  the  people. 
Au  old  man  >vho  remembered  Dr.  Cleaw- 
land,  told  me  that  two  boys  detected  in 
petty  thieving  were  brought  before  him 
for  trial.  The  Dr.,  who  was  a  man  of 
great  diguity  of  manner  and  never  famil- 
iar and  easy  even  with  friends,  talked  to 
the  boys  In  a  solemn  way  of  the.  wicked 
ness  of  their  conduct,  and  then  saying. 
"I  will  read  the  law  to  you,"  took  the  old 
family  Bible  and  read  in  au  impiv- 
manner  the  commandments  mid  pert  of  a 
chapter  lu  Leviticus-  then  turning  to  the 
trembling  boys  he  said,  "l  will  let  you  go 
this  time,  but  if  yon  do  anything  wrong 
again,  beware—"  The  boys  thus,  warned, 
relormed  and  justllled  the  Doctor's  fauh 
iln  the  old  law. 
I    In  1811   he  was   ekoeen   to  the    Mete 
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senate,  and  thouah  defeated,  the  next 
year  he  was  re-elected  in  1815,  retaining 
the  position  till  1819,  when  he  refused  to 
be  longer  a  candidate.  During  his  con- 
nection with  the  senate  the  historian  tells 
us  "His  .good  judgment,  sound  sense  and 
8olkl  worth  were  neither  unappreciated 
nor  unacknowledged." 

In  1814  ho  was  niacin  a.  Session  Justice 
of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
From  1820  to  1822  he  wa»  Associate  Jus- 
tice of  the  Court  of  Sessions  for  Essex 
County.  In  1823  he  was  appointed  Chief 
Justice.  This  station,  the  duties  of 
which  he  discharged  with  ability  and 
firmness,  he  retained  till  1828,  when  he 
retired  from  all  public  business,  and  for 
9  years  lived  quietly  at  home,  dying  Feb. 
26,  1837.  In  1828  he  received  from  Har 
vard  University  the  honorary  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine. 

Dr.  Cleaveland  was  nursed  in  the  Puri- 
tan strictness  of  earlier  times.  His  char- 
acter, early  formed  and  invigorated  under 
the  pressure  of  hardship  and  .stern  neces 
sity  amid  the  thrilling  scenes  of  the  Rev- 
olution, exhibited  in  his  maturer  years 
the  strength  and  firmness  which  miuht 
be  expected  from  such  training.  There 
was  no  effeminacy  a*>oiit  him.  lie  regu- 
lated his  life  with  the  closest  regard  to 
principle.  If  his  strlctno-s  sometimes 
bordered  on  severity,  his  severity  was  of 
the  wholesome  kind  With  all  this  his 
natural-  sensibilities  were  quick  and 
tenderv 

In  public  affairs  and  political  questions 
ho  took  from  his  first  entry  into  public 
life  a  lively  interest.  Of*  his  political 
opinions  his  futurity  will  never  feel 
ashamed, for  they  can  say  they  were  those 
of  Hamilton,  Jay  and  Washington.  As  a 
physician  ho  was  much  esteemed  by  per 
sons  who  had  opportunity  to  learn  his 
worth.  He  made,  indeed,  no  pretensions 
to  extensive  medical  lore — he  attempted 
no  difllcult  surgical  operations.  But  he 
had  what  all  the  schools  of  medicine  of 
themselves  cannot  supply,  an  observing 
mind,  a  retentive  memory,  a  good  judg- 
ment am)  a  high  sense  of  responsibility. 
Nor  did  lie,  like  too  many  country  physi- 
cians, neglect  the  reading  of  medical 
books  and  journals.  His  practice  was 
always   prudent   ami    cautious,    qualities 


which  young  and  ardent  physicians  are 
not  apt  sufficiently  to  admire.  He  was 
punctual  in  atteudinii  calls,  and  kind  and 
cheerful  in  the  sick  room.  He  possessed 
in  a  hiiih  degree  the  qualities  which  en- 
sure to  a  physician  the  confidence  and  at- 
tachment of  his  patients.  Hut  the  country 
doctor  finds  many  opportunities  and  calls 
to  do  good,  for  which  the  faculty,  us 
such,  give  no  prescriptions.  Happy  he 
who  has  the  power  and  disposition  to 
meet  such  calls. 

He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Lucy 
Manning  of  Ipswich.  She  died  four  yearn 
afterward,  without  childreu.  His  second 
wife  was  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Elisha  Lord 
of  Connecticut.  A  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren grew  no  around  them. 

After  his  retirement  from  public  life  he 
was  well  and  usefully  employed  for  the 
good  of  the  church  and  community.  The 
greate-t  service  he  rendered  this  town 
was  the  founding  of  the  Academy.  He 
is  remembered  by  a  few  of  the  older  peo- 
ple in  Topsfield  as  oue  of  the  only  three 
persons  in  town  who  took  a  newspaper, 
which  in  the  Doctor's  case  wan  lent 
about  the  neighborhood  until  it  came  to 
pieces 

A  vote  of  the  Topsfield  church  to  the 
efi'ect  "that  the  pastor  shall  be  authorized 
to  associate  Dr.  Cloayeland  with  hlm.-elf 
in  the  examination  of  persons  for  the  ad- 
mission to  the  church  iu  siuh  case*  as  he 
may  bo  in  doubt  about  him-cif."  well  ex- 
presses the  contldence  the  good  people  of 
that  day  felt  In  him.  There  Is  a  tradition 
that  one  Sunday  a  stranger  occupied  the 
pulpit  by  exchange  with  the  paalQr.  A> 
the  congregation  were  coming  out  ui  the 
close  Of  the  service,  a  ijood  woman  was 
asked  "How  did  you  like  the  minister?" 
'•I  don't  know  yet,"  she  said,  "I  mual 
ask  Dr.  Olcavelatld  and  then  I  will  tell 
you  what  I  think." 

Another  >Li> t  n  going  to  shoWtllAl  when 
the  Doctor  hail  made  up  his  mind  to  Jo  a 
thing  in  a  certain  way,  he  was  not  easily 
turned  from  It,  as  follow*:  A  Small 
school  was  Kept  in  a  room  of  his  hou^e 
for  the  education  at  Ills  daughters  tud  a 
lew  other  a  Iris  iu  the  neighborhood.  It 
was  taught  by  a  woman,  and  at  the  close 
of  the  term  an  examination  was  held, 
open  to  the  public,     The  Doctor  arranged 


the  furniture  for  the  occasion  and  put  the 
seats  for  his  daughters  In  front  of  the 
rest,  much  to  their  annoyance.  "O  fath- 
er," thev  said,  "we  do  not  want  to  sit 
there  with  nothing  in  front  of  us."  "Go 
put  your  aprons  on  and  have  something 
in  front  of  you,  if  you  wish,"  was  the 
reply. 

Dr.  Cleaveland  trained  his  childreu  to 
he  very  self  reliant.  An  illustration  of 
this  is  as  follows:  Late  one  evening  a 
stranger  came  to  his  house  and 
asked  to  be  carried  to  Ipswich.  The 
Doctor  was  willing  to  do  so,  but  instead 
Of  going  himself  he  called  his  eight  years 
old  son,  William,  who  had  gone  to  bed, 
to  net  up  and  take  the  stranger  to  Ips- 
wich. The  little  fellow  did  so,  and  ar- 
rived home  after  a  long,  louely  ride  a 
little  after  midnight. 

The  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 
nal of  June  1839  says  of  Dr.  Cleaveland, 
•'During  the  fifty  years  of  his  practice  in 
Topslleld,  few  days,  probably,  passed 
when  his  opinion  or  assistance  was  not 
sought  In  some  matter  aside  from  his 
profession.  There  are  few  occurrences 
or  questions  incident  to  common  life  in 
regard  to  which  lie  had  not  formed  an 
opinion  or  could  not  give  judicious  ad- 
vice." 

Indeed  the  mere  fact  that  through  so 
Ions;  a  series  of  years,  confidence  con- 
tinued undiminished,  the  oracle  being 
con>ulted  to  the  very  last,  proves  that 
the  responses  had  not  been  found  unsafe 
or  fallacious.  The  happy  influences  of  so 
lorn;  a  oou-rse  of  beneficent  action  are  not 
to  be  estimated.  How  many  quarrels 
have  been  arrested,  how  many  lawsuits 
preveuted,  how  much  needless  expense 
and  troib  e  saved,  In  a  thousand  instanc- 
es hy  the  timely  and  unfeed  advice  of  a 
judicious  and  peacemaking  neighbor." 

Dr.  Cleaveland    was   presideut   of  the 
Eastern  Stage  company  in  1790.     He  was 
chairman  of  the  first  meeting  of  the  com 
pany.  In  180G  he  bought  an  interest  in  it. 

The  study  of  a  life  like  that  of  Dr. 
Cleaveland  brings  to  mind  the  question 
sometimes  raised,  "Were  the  prominent 
men  of  former  days  the  superiors  of  all 
men  today?"  There  is  much  to  be  said 
on  ench  side  of  the  argument. 

11;  is  at  once  evident  that  no  man  today 
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holds  the  relative  position  in  Topsfleld 
that  Dr.  Cleaveland  filled.  We  are  all 
aware  that  the  minister  in  any  parish  Is 
not  now  looked  up  to  as  was  the  case  a 
hundred  years  ago.  In  town  affairs  a 
greater  equality  of  influence  prevails  to- 
day than  a  generation  since. 

What,  then,  do  these  things  prove? 
That  there  were  giants  in  the  earth  in 
tho.«>e  days?  Yea,  verily.  But  has  not  the 
stature  of  the  average  mau  considerably 
increased  mentally  in  two  generations? 
Is  there  no  si^niflceuee  in  the  fact  that  In 
Dr.  Cleveland's  day  only  three  papers 
were  taken  in  Topsfleld?  And  that  his  pre- 
decessor was  able  with  only  two  books 
to  solve  all  the  intricate  medical  prob- 
lems of  his  day?  While  with  us  every 
lamily  has  a  treatise  on  medical  practice, 
besides  the  abundant  literature  sown 
btoadcasu  ou  matters  of  health  and  sani- 
tary science  by  the  prominent  m  igazlues 
and  papers.  Even  the  childreu  in  our 
common  schools  are  instructed  iu  physi- 
ology, while  Iliiih  school  pupils  ure 
taught  concerning  germ*,  microbes  aud 
bacteria,  to  say  nothing  of  the  thousands 
of  lives  annually  saved  by  Hood's  Sar>a- 
parilla,  Green's  Nervura  and  all  the  rest 
who  uphold  the  health  of  the  people  at 
large.  Even  if  it  is  true  i  hat  iu  by  far 
the  larger  number  of  cases  they  save  life, 
as  the  small  boy  said  a  pin  saved  the  life 
of  a  man,  and  when  precised  for  particu- 
lars, replied  by  his  sol  swallowing  it, 
yet  as  every  one  read*  uot  i»sly  the  local 
paper,  but  much  on  every  subject  of 
common  Interest,  the  effect  must  appear 
not  only  in  greater  geueral  intelligence, 
but  aNo  in  diminishing  the  distance  be- 
tween one  man  and  another. 

Many  of  us  have  noticed  a  single  pine 
tree  standing  amid  a  growth  of  otk  and 
maple.  How  It  lilts  Itself  above  them  I 
From  what  a  distance  It  can  be  seen, 
sometimes  a  landmark  for  miles  around. 
Yet,  the  height  of  the  tree  Is  relative 
only.  Measure  it,  ami  in  a  forest  o( 
pines  many  will  equal  it.  So  Is  U  with 
ineu.  Were  the  great  men  of  the  p*St 
placed  among  us  today,  they  would  not 
be  so  prominent  as  In  their  own  day.  The 
average  Is  rising  in  wisdom,  In  under- 
standing, and  let  us  hope  In  character 
Hlso. 
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We  can -believe  that  the  present  time 
and  not  any  past  century  is  the  Golden 
age.  What,  tbeu,  is  the  lesson  which  we 
shall  learn  from  the  life  of  him  of  whom  I 
have  spoken  to  you  tonight?  This:  he 
was  endeared  to  his  neighbors  by  Kindly 
service,  and  is  held  in  lasting  remem- 
brance for  his  good  deeds  and  peaceful 
influence. 

For  such  efforts  all  time  and  •  li  places 
afford  abundant  opportunity.  Let  us  re- 
member, when  medical  skill  is  forgotten 
and  recollection  of  legislative  service  has 
passed  away,  personal  character  and  pur- 


ity of  life   will   remain.     Hark!    then,   to 
this  parting  message— 
"Thou  must  be  true  thyself, 

If  thou  the  truth  would  teach; 
It  needs  the  Influence  of  heart, 

To  give  the  lips  full  speech. 
Think  truly,  and  thy  thought 

Shall  the  world's  famous  feed; 
Speak  truly,  aud  each  word  of  them, 

Shall  be  a  fruitful  seed  ; 
Live  truly,  aud  thy  life  shall  be 

A  great  and  noble  creed." 
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Francis  Peabedy/s  Grist  Mill 


By  John  H.  Towne. 


In  giving  a  history  of  the  Peabody 
Mills'  of  Topsfleld,  perhaps  it  would  not 
be  out  o?  phice  at  this  time  to  give  a 
short  history  of  the  man  who  conceived 
the  Idea  of  having  them  built. 

By  thy  records,  Lieut.  Francis  Peabody 
whs  born  hi  a  small  parish  called  St. 
Alhans,  Hertford  Couuty,  England,  in 
the  year  1614.  In  1635,  at  the  early  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  having  received  a 
certificate  of  good  character  from  the 
minister  of  his  parish  and  been 
examined  for  emigration  on  April  6, 
1636,  he  left  his  native  country  in  the 
nblp  Planter,  for  the  shores  of  New 
England. 

After  his  arrival  in  this  country  it  is 
thought  by  so ra«  that  he  lived  a  short 
time  in  what  is  now  called  the  city  of 
Lynn.  In  the  following  year  1636, by  the 
records,  he  was  living  in  Ipswich,  in 
that  part  called  Caudlewood,  where  he 
continued  to  live  until  1639.  -  He  then 
left  Ipswich  and  moved  to  what  is  now 
Hampton,  N.  HL,  which  he  made  his 
plach  of  residence  for  eighteen  years. 
Daring  Ids  stay  there  he  was  active  and 
useful,  serving  the  town  for  several 
years  as  one  of  its  "Selected  Men,"  so 
called. 

He  sold  his  house  and  land,  situated 
uear  where  the  Baptist  church  now 
wr.ands  in  Hampton,  to  Robert  Drake  of 
Exeter,  for  £76-13  S.  and  in  1657  he 
moved  to  Topsfleld,  Mass.,  where  lie 
also  continued  to  make  himself  usoful. 
1'robably  at  that  time  he  was  the  best  ex- 
perienced man  in  town  a  (lairs  there  was 
in  the  place,  and  the  Topsfleld  common- 
ers were  not  slow  in  finding  it  out.  A 
low  months  after  his  arrival  here  he 
was  chosen  to  serve  both  as  Selectman 
and  Town  Clerk,  which  oillees  he  held 
for  a  gnat  many  years,  as  our  records 
hhovv. 

At  a  lawful  town  meeting  of  the  town 
of  Topslleld  on  the  4th  of  March,  1664, 
the  town,  by  vote,  gave  "liberty  to 
Lieut.  Francis  Peabody  to  set  up  a    grist 


mill  and  to  How  so  much  of  the  towu's 
common  as  is  needful  lot  a  mill  so  long 
as  the  mill  does  stand  and  grind  for  the 
town." 

Therefore  having  liberty  from  the 
town  by  vote  of  its  inhabitants,  the 
grist-mill  was  built  by  Lieut.  Peabody 
the  following  year,  according  to  a  paper 
in  my  possession  dated  1666,  which  says — 

"Peahodv's  mill  is  a  mill  established 
by  grant  of  ye  Town  In  1665,  on  a  main 
trom  Pye  Brook  and  Baker's  Pond."  In 
proof  whereof  we  have  Irom  the  town 
records — 

"At  a  Lawfnll  Towne  Meeting  the  19th 
of  March  1666— 

Thomas  perking,  ttrancis  peabody  aud 
John  Gould  are  Chosen  to  Vew  and 
agree  with  Daniell  Boiman  for  a  hie  way 
between  William  Averiell  house  and  the 
mill  threw  his  urouud  as  they  shall  see 
most  Convenyaut.  -  -  -  -  Voted." 
Thus  It  is  shown  conclusively  that  the 
mill  was  in  existenee  in  March,  1666. 

Who  can  otimate  the  jov  of  t lie  in- 
habitants at  that  early  period  of  having 
a  grist  mill  to  accommodate  them  in  the 
itrindintr  of  their  rye  and  corn!  It 
marked  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  the 
Topslleld  commoners. 

The  mill  was  built  on  what  was  theu 
called  Pye  Brook,  running  from  what  is 
now  Lowe's  Pond  In  Boxford  and  also 
from  Baker's,  afterwards  Piltchard's, 
but  what  is  now  called  Hood's  Pond  iu 
Topsfleld,  This  was  the  main  itream, 
there  being  u  lateral  brunch  about  a  hall 
mile  above  the  mill  running  to  Howletl'fl 
brook  in  the  nonh  east  part  of  the  town 
and  concerning  which,  later  ou,  there 
was  great  contention. 

At  a  lawful  town  meeting  the  7th  of 
March,  1671,  it  was  voted  —  "That  the 
town  Is  willing  that  Lieut.  Peabody 
shall  set  up  a  saw  mill  piovlded  It  does 
not  do  damage  to  any  of  the  townsmen 
In  their  meadows."  The  saw  mill  was 
built  in  1672. 

So  far  as   1    am    able   to   learn,   every. 
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thing  pertaining'  to  these  mills  went 
along  smoothly  until  the  year  1691.  At 
this  date,  the  businsss  increasing  on 
account  of  the  growth  of  the  surround- 
ing district,  there  was  not  sufficient  head 
of  water  duiiug  a  part 'of  the  year  to  run 
the  mills,  the  fall  of  water  being  slight 
between  the  lateral  brauch  and  the  mills. 

Wheu  the  mill  pond  was  half  full,  the 
water  would  be^pressed  back  and  turned 
down  the  lateral  branch,  there  beiui: 
quite  a  fall  that  way.  As  there  was  no 
mill  at  this  time  on  Howlett's  Brook, 
Mr.  Peabody  was  granted  the  privilege 
of  building  a  dam  across  this  brauch  a 
few  rods  below  its  parting  from  the  main 
stream,  providing  he  pay  satisfactory 
damages  to  the  adjoining  owners  by  rea- 
son of  his  flowing  their  meadows. 

The  records  speak  of  dam  ages  being 
received  the  following  year  by  Thomas 
Dorman  and  sons,  who  had  iu  1690 
erected  a  house  within  a  tew  rods  of  the 
parting  of  this  brook. 

By  the  way,  this  house  was  occupied 
for  several  years  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  18th  century  by  Asahel  Smith, 
and  here  was  born  on  July  12,  1771  his 
son  Joseph,  who  was -the  father  of  the 
celebrated  Joseph  Smith,  the  noted 
founder  of  Mormonism  in  this  country. 
The  house,  185  years  old,  was  torn  down 
by  Frank  0  Frame  in  1875  and  another 
built  on  the  same  spot. 

The   amouut     said     Dorman     was     to 
'   receive  for   damages  on    account   of  the 
dam  being  built    was    left   by    agreement 
to  referees  to  decide,  as  follows) — 

"We  whose  uames  are  underneath  on 
Being  chosen  By  u:r  Fnueis  Pahocly  and 
Thomas  Dorman  Beur  and  his  sons 
Thomas  Dorman  Junr  and  Jesse  Dorman 
to  value  what  Damage  the  said  Dormans 
shall  Receive  the  Present  years  Ueglning 
the  9th  day  of  February  1692:  and  laud- 
ing the  9th  of  February  1700  I  By  Reason 
of  the  said  mr  Pabodys  flowing  the 
Water  by  a  dam  for  his  Corne  mill. 

We  say  that  according  to  the  Best  of 
our  judinents  the  said  Dormans  are 
►  Damnified  twenty  shilins  iu  their '  Grass 
and  for  stoping  their  out  Lett  to  the 
Comon,  and  ten  shilins  for  want  of 
convenlaut  watering  of  their  Cattle,  as 
Wlttnews   our   hands   at  ToplsOuld  July 


the  5th  1692. 

Jonathan  Putnam 
Joseph  Byxba" 

There  was  probably  watei  power 
enough  at  the  mills  after  the  building  of 
the  dum  as  there  are  no  papers  showiDg 
the  want  of  it  for  more  thau  fifty  years 
afterwards. 

During  the  year  1698,  after  faithfully 
serving  his  day  and  generation,  Lieut. 
Frauds  Peabody,  the  ancestor,  pftssrd 
away  full  of  years  and  honors.  By  his 
will,  dated  Jan.  20,  1695,  he  gives  his 
son,  Isaac  Peabody,  the  mills  and  mill- 
yard,  the  dwelling  house  by  the  mill  and 
other  property  besides. 

As  Isaac  Peabodv  owned  the  mills  in 
Feb.  1700,  when  the  old  agreement  made 
by  Lieut.  Peabody  with  Thomas  Doruiao 
on  the  flowage  of  land  would  expire,  it 
became  necessary  for  him  to  make  fur- 
ther arrangements  concerning  it,  whlcf 
read  as  follows — 

"This  agreement  made  this  6th  day  of 
February  1700  Between  Sargt  Thomas 
Dorman  ou  the  one  Part  and  Isaac 
Peabody  on  the  other  part  WltoeaSfcth, 
that  for  future  Love  &  Amity  between 
them,  the  said  Isaac  Peabody  smll  pay 
or  cause  to  be  paid  to  the  said  Dorman 
thirty  shillings  a  year  in  money  ten 
years  from  the  date  hereof,  provided  he 
keeps  his  mill  Dam  up,  which  said  thirty 
shillings  is  in  full  for  all  Damages  aald 
Dorman  sustains  by  said  Pea body a  mill 
Dam,  aud  further  it  is  agreed  upon  that 
the  said  Peabody  shall  have  free  liberty 
to  raise  the  water  from  the  last  of  Sep- 
tember to  the  first  cf  April  yearly  us 
high  as  lie  needs  for  the  use  of  the  mill, 
Which  Is  to  ba  done  by  a  Slulse  or  Dun 
that  now  stands  by  the  Brldg*  bj  aald 
Donnau's  New  House  which  Is  on  the 
brook  that  runs  through  said  Dormant 
meadow.  And  further  it  is  agreed  on 
that  wheu  Mr.  Biker  and  Bald  Dorman 
do  send  word  to  said  Peabodv  together 
to  lower  the  water  for  them  that  they 
may  mow  ihe  moadoW  that  Is  common  I J 
llowed  by  the  mill  Dam  the  said  Peabodv 
is  to  lower  the  water  BVch  time  a«<  they 
mav  conveniently  take  nil  the  Hay  ol 
aald  meadow,  fortbe  trna  performance 
of  the  Above  agreement  are  the  iforeeald 
Sargt  Dorman  ,t  Isaac  Peabody   do   bind 


ourselves  our  Heirs    Executors     Adm's 
and  Assigns  each  toother  fully  and  freely 
to  filfill  the  same  as  witness    our   hands 
&  seals  this  6th  day  of  February  1700. 
Thomas  Dorman. 
Isaac  Peabody." 

In  1710,  arrangements  were  again 
made  between  Thomas  Dormau  and 
Isaac  Peabody  by  which  said  Peabody 
was  to  pay  said  Dormau  twenty  shillings 
a  year  for  damages. 

On  the  27th  of  December,  1715,  Capt. 
Thomas  Biker  applied  to  the  courts  at 
Salem  to  have  damages  allowed  him  by 
reason  ol  having  his  meadows  flowed  on 
account  of  the  dam,  but  it  was  not  at 
thai  time  allowed. 

The  mills  were  run  with  more  or  less 
miecess  until  1726,  when  Mr.  Isaac 
Peabody  died.  By  his  will,  dated  Oct.  1, 
17Jtl3,  he  gave  his  son,  Joseph  Peabody, 
as  follows — 

"I  give  unto  my  son,  Joseph  Peabodv, 
my  Grist  and  Saw  Mills  with  all  irons, 
wheels,  stones,  profits,  privileges  and 
appurtenances  to  said  mills  belonging, 
also  the  Dwelling  House  and  baru 
ataoding  near  the  Gristmill,  the  mill- 
yard,  &e,  &c." 

The  next  year,  1727,  Mr.  Baker  still 
demanding  damages  for  injury  done  to 
bis  meadows,  urrangemeuts  were  made 
between  him  and  Mr.  Joseph  Peabody 
by  which  he  was  to  receive  eighteeii 
shillings  a  year.  This  sum  was  paid 
yearly  to  the  Baker  family  for  more  than 
seventy  years. 

Up  to  1736  ihe  Peabodv  grist-mill  was 
the  only  one  in  town,  but  during  this 
year,  Thomas  Hovvlett  built  one  in  the 
north-eastern  part  of  the  town  on 
Howlett's  Brook,  and  three  years  after, 
In  1739  he  also  built  a  sawmill. 

Mr  Peabody  contiuued  to  run  his  mill, 
paying  damages  to  Mr.  Dorman  and  his 
successors  in  ownership,  also  to  the 
Baker  family  yearly  until  his  death, 
Which  occured  June  7,  1755.  By  his 
will,  dated  Nov.  12,  1753,  he  gave  all 
his  real  estate  to  his  only  sou,  Jacob 
Peabody,  with  some  conditions. 

Jacob  Peabody's  ownership  of  the 
mills  extended  over  a  period  of  fifty-one 
years  and  It  was  during  this  time  that 
there  was  so  much  litigation  and  trouble 
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|  between  the  owners  of  ihe  Peabody  and 
Howlett's,  afterwards  Hood's  and  then 
Hobb's  mills. 

In  the  summer  of  1760,  the  old  original 
grist-mill  built  by  Lieut.  Peabody  was 
torn  d'»wn  and  a  new  one  built  on  the 
same  spot,  David  Nelson  being  the 
builder.  The  millstones  and  some  other 
things  were  put  back  into  the    new    mill. 

Mr.  Nelson's  bill  reads  as  follows — 

Topsfield,  Dec.  20,  1760. 

Received  of  Jacob  Peabody  ye  sum  of 
Fifty  four  Pounds  Lawful  money  In  full 
satisfaction  for  pulling  down  an  old  and 
building  a  new  Grist-mill  for  said  Pea- 
body. Received,  I  say,  by  me,  David 
Nelson. 

In  1765  the  old  saw-mill  was  torn 
down  and  a  new  one  built  to  take  its 
place. 

At  this  date,  1765,  both  of  the  mills 
being  new,  with  plenty  of  water  to  run 
them,  everything  seemed  is  a  flourishing 
condition,  and  no  continued  for  several 
years.  Then  there  began  to  be  a  lack 
of  water  power  on  account  of  the  neglect 
to  keep  the  dam  across  the  lateral 
branch  in  good  condition.  In  1787, 
there  was  nothing  left  of  the  former 
dam  but  one  stick  oi  timber  lying  across 
the  bed  of  said  stream  called  a  mudsill. 

In  September  of  this  year,  supposing 
ho  had  a  right  llIo  conformity  with  the 
grant  of  the  town  to  Lieut.  Peabody  to 
build  the  dam. '"  Jacob  Peaoody  to  some 
extent  restored  the  dam.  To  this,  Mr. 
Hobbs,  the  owner  of  the  Howlett  mill, 
made  objection  and  proceeded  to  tear  it 
down.  The  story  Is  best  told  by  the 
memorandum  kept  by  AsNhel  Smith,  who 
was  living  for  the  second  time  in  the  old 
Dorman  house,  aud  which  reads  as 
follows  — 

"September  the  Mill  1787  mr  Jacob 
peabody  Stopt  the  water  at  the  mud  sill 
the  first  time — the  25th  mr  Beuja  Hobbs 
cleared  It  as  he  told  me— the  86U)  mr 
peabody  Stopt  it  again  id  inv  two  sons 
Saml  &  Asael  told  me—  the  27th  of  said 
mouth  mr  hobbs  come  i,  took  the  stop- 
age  out  myself  &  two  sous  Jesse  i 
Joseph  Being  present  and  he  told  us  he 
would  take  out  as  fast  as  peabody  pat 
In — mr  peabody  juru  Came  the  same  Day 
and  Began  to  Stop  it   again    ami  1    went 
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Down  and  forbid  him  useing  aoey  of  my 
property  to  Stop  said  Brook  or  coming 
aney  more  there  with  that  Design  — 
October  the  12th  mr  Jacob  peabody  juor 
st opt  the  Brook  a^ain  the  same  Day  mr 
Beuj  hobbs  cleared  it — November  the  3d 
mr  peabody  &  son  &  mr  Saml  Brown 
come  &  tided  up  the  mouth  of  Hobbses 
Stream  at  the  Crotch  of  said  Brook  with 
Larije  Stoues  on  Each  Side  to  the  Wedth 
of  2  feet  &  5  iuohes  and  Raised  the 
Bottom  of  said  Brook  about  5  inches 
from  its  usoual  Debth  with  flat  Stones — 
November  oth  messrs  Abraham  Beujn  & 
David  hobbs  &  mr  John  Perkins  junr 
came  with  5  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  Di*agg 
to  clear  out  the  Stones  again— I  forbid 
them  coming  on  to  my  land  —  Benjn 
hobbs  Come  to  my  house  and  Desired 
me  to  go  with  roy  two  oldest,  sons  with 
him  and  measure  the  Debth  of  water 
that  Ran  over  the  mud  sill  and  Likewise 
the  Debth  of  the:  Brook  at  Lin  Crotch 
which  1  Did  and  we  found  the  water 
that  R<xU  over  the  mud  sill  2|  Inches 
Deepe  and  at  the  Crotch  of  said  Brook  in 
hobbs  Stream  It  was  Eleven  Inches 
Deepe  and  further  saith  not 

A  Short  memorandum 

Asahel  Smith" 

Early  in  the  year  1788.  Jacob  Peabody 
commenced  un  notion  of  trespass 
against  Abraham  Hobbs  for  his  digging 
out  the  brook  and  pulling  down  the 
dam,  which  was  first  erected  iu  1692  and 
most  of  the  time  maintained.  "The 
suit  was  first  brouuht  before  what  was 
then  called  the  'Confession  Act.'  Mr. 
Hobbs  appeared  and  disputed  tho 
demand."  * 

Mr.  Peabody  had  his  case  entered  at 
the  next  court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
Essex  County. 

I  have  the  depositions  of  ten  aged 
persons  who  testified  as  to  the  condition 
of  Pye  Brook  and  its  lateral  branch  at 
tho  parting  thereof,  and  also  to  the  fact 
of  the  existence  ol  a  dam  across  said 
brand)  as  they  remembered  It  HftJ  years 
before,  or  between  the  years  1720  and 
1740.  These  depositions  were  signed 
and  sworn  to  before  Dr.  Nohornlah 
Cleaveland,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Tho  names  of  these  persons  are  as 
follows;  Caleb    Fosut   and    Mrs.     Mary 


Potter  of  Ipswich;  John  Smith  of  Box- 
ford,  who  lived  with  Jesse  Dorman,  aoo 
of  Thomas,  iu  1723,  when  10  years  of 
age;  Mrs.  Hannah  Chaplain  of  Rowley,  ' 
who  lived  with  William  Rogers  in  1734 
in  said  Dorman  house;  John  Perkins  of 
Topsfield,  who  lived  with  said  Rogers  lo 
173G;  John  Averill  uf  Westminster,  Vt., 
who  lived  with  Air.  Rogers  in  1738; 
Nathaniel  Hood  of  Top>Held,  prohuble 
owner  of  the  Ilowletr.  Mills  Irom  174G  tu 
1748;  also  John  Brad  street,  Simon 
Gould  and  Thomas  Baker,  all  of 
Topsfield. 

According  to  th<-  testimony  of  these 
witnesses,  the  dam  was  built  between 
two  small  hills  about  two  rods  above  a 
bridge  over  the  brook  in  the  following 
manner. 

"A  stick  of  timber  was  laid  across  the 
bottom  of  the  brook  nod  two  studs  set 
up,  one  on  each  end,  and  tenanted  Into 
this  stick  of  timber  <>r  mud-si  II,  so 
aclled,  and  a  cap-piece  mortised  on  the 
top  of  these  studs." 

The  case  was  tried  in  two  courts  and 
exceptions  filed  thereon.  Mr.  Peabody 
then  decided  to  carry  it  to  the  Supreme 
court.  Before  the  sitting  of  this  court, 
however,  the  owners  of  these  two  mills, 
probably  finding  that  the  lawyers)  weie 
getting  more  out  of  It  than  they  were 
from  their  mills,  consulted  together  auJ 
decided  to  submit  the  <:use  to  the  deter- 
mination of  referees.  These  referees, 
Nathaniel  Lovejoy  Esq.,  Mr.  Moody 
Bridges  and  Captain  Peter  Osgood, 
viewed  the  premises  and  decided  as 
follows:— 

"At  the  beginning  of  that  brauoh  of 
said  Pve  Brook  which  runs  to  said 
Peahody's  mill,  at  the  parting  of  said 
brook,  suitable  stones  shall  be  laid  lb 
lime  mortar  iu  such  a  manner  ia  to 
confine  the  channel  of  said  branch  v%ithiu 
the  compass  of  live  feet,  mul  this  shall 
bo  done  by  the  said  Peabody,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  at  his  and  their  expense 
within  one  year  from  the  date  of  ibis 
report. 

And  at  the  beginning  of  the  other 
brunch  of  aald  brook  which  ftowa  rrom 
Pye  Brook  through  Howleit's  Brook  M 
called,  being  a  brunch  of  said  V\c 
Brook   to  the    aalcl    llohb's    misi-mlii. 


suitable  stones  shall  in  like  manner  be 
laid  in  lime  mortar  so  as  to  confine  the 
channel  of  said  branch  within  the 
compass  of  three  feet,  and  this  shall  be 
done  by  the  said  Hobbs,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  at  his  and  their  expense  within 
one  year  from  the  date  of  this  report. 

And  we  do  further  report  that  each 
and  both  of  the  said  parties,  their 
respective  heirs  and  assigns,  may  at 
any  time  hereafter  remove  any  obstruc- 
tions that  may  be  in  their  respective 
branches  of  said  brook  at  any  place 
therein,  saving,  that  the  said  Hobbs, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  may  not  at  any 
time  remove  or  cause  to  be  removed  a 
certain  mud-sill,  lying  Id  and  across  the 
branch  of  said  brook  running  to  the 
said  Hobb's  grist-mill,  about  two  rods 
above  a  bridge  over  the  brook  on  the 
road  facing  by  Asahel  Smith's  dwelling 
house  and  where  a  dam  was  formerly 
made,  and  that  he,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
shall  forever  keep  and  maintain  a  sill  or 
bar  In  that  place  in  the  same  situation 
It  now  is,  never  to  be  sunk  lower,  nor 
shall  he  or  they  make  any  alteration  in 
the  bed  or  bottom  of  said  brook  by 
dlggiug  or  lowering  It  from  its  present 
state  from  the  parting  of  said  brook  to 
the  aforesaid  mud-sill. 

Neither  shall  the  said  Pcabody,  nor 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  make  any  altera- 
tion In  the  bed  or  bottom  of  that  branch 
of  said  brook,  running  to  his  said  mill, 
within  five  rods  of  the  said  parting  of 
said  brook.  Given  under  our  hands  this 
thirtieth  day  of  December  In  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
eighty  eight. 

Nathaniel  Lovejoy  } 

Moody  Bridges  >  Referee*. 
Peter  Osgood  ) 
Accepted  by  the  Court  Apr.  1789. 

Although  more  than  a  century  has 
passed  since  this  occured  yet  it  remains 
the  same  today. 

It  is  a  somewhat  singular  fact  that 
after  all  the  contention  and  strife 
between  the  owners  of  these  mills,  the 
proprietor  of  the  Hobb's  mill  today, 
Mr.  Wellington  Donaldson,  Is  a  lineal 
descendant  of  Francis  Pcabody,  the 
ancestor. 

Iu  1801,  Joseph  and  John    Batchelder, 
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owners  of  the  Captain  Thomas  Baker 
farm  at  this  date,  brought  suit -against 
Jacob  Peabody  for  the  flowing  of  their 
meadows.  The  case  was  tried  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  November,  1801,  at 
the  Supreme  judicial  court  hclden  at 
Salem  and  they  were  awarded  $10.00  by 
the  court  for  past  damages,  also  said 
Peabody  and  his  successors  In  owner- 
ship of  the  mills  were  to  pay  three  dollars 
per  year  for  damages  In  the  future. 
This  amount  was  paid  every  year  until 
1870,  when  it  was  stopped. 

Jacob  Petibody  died  Nov.  25,  1806  and 
by  his  will  dated  Feb.  16,  1804,  he  gave 
the  mills  with  other  property  to  his  two 
sons,  Jacob  and  John  P.  Peabody,  iu 
equal  shares.  These  two  brothers 
continued  to  run  the  mills  up  to  the 
summer  of  1824. 

The  grist  mill  at  this  time  being  very 
much  out  of  repair,  needing  a  new  water- 
wheel,  a  set  of  mi'l  stones,  a  new  flume 
and  several  other  things,  it  was  thought 
best  to  tear  it  down  and  build  anew. 
This  was  done  iu  August  and  the  new 
one,  built  on  the  same  spot,  was  raised 
on  Sept.  25,  1824.  The  work  was  done 
by  Ezra  Dodge  and  others  from  Beverly. 

John  P.  Peabody  took  one  half  of  the 
old  original  mill-stone  for  a  door  step, 
In  which  capacity  It  has  served  to  the 
present  day.  The  .new  mill-stones, 
weighing  over  three  tons,  were  brought 
from  Lynn,  as  the  following  bill  will 
testify  :— 

Topsfield,  Oct.  9,  1824. 
John  P. Peabody  to  Nehemlah  Perkins  Dr. 

To  myself  and    two    yoke   of  oxen    to 

Lynn  to  draw  the  millstones  for  the    uew 

mill.  $1.17 

+  Kce'd  Payment, 

Nehemlah  Perkins. 

The  cost  of  the  new  mill  was  $452.06. 
The  mills  were  ruu  by  the  said  brothers 
until  Feb.  14,  1829,  up  to  which  date 
they  had  been  In  the  Peabody  name  for 
IG4  years. 

Now  there  happened  an  unusual 
occurrence,  as  the  first  change  was 
made  In  the  name  of  the  owners.  Jacob 
Peabody  sold  his  farm  and  undivided 
half  of  the  mills  to  Hon.  Nathan  Dane  of 
Beverly,  the  deed  being  dated  Feb.  14, 
1829.     Mr.  Dane  transferred  the  same    to 
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Samuel  Bradstreet  aud  Samuel  Qould 
in  common,  June  16,  1831. 

April  12,  1838,  Samuel  Bradstreet 
Hold  out  his  one  fourth  interest  to 
Samuel  Gould,  who  in  turn  sold  out  his 
one  half  interest  of  the  mills  to  Jacob 
Towne,  Sept.  14,  1841. 

Widow  Sophia  Towne,  as  administra- 
trix of  the  estate  of  Jacob  Towne, 
conveyed  to  their  son,  J.  Waldo  Towne, 
this  one  half  interest  of  the  mills,  April 
2,  1845. 

During  all  these  years  since  Jacob 
Peabody  in  Feb.  14,  1829  bad  sold  out 
half  of  the  mills,  John  P.  Peabody  had 
continued  runuiug  them,  paving  rent  to 
the  different  owners  of  the  undivided 
half  sold  by  his  brother  Jacob. 

In  1842,  the  old  saw  mill  was  taken 
down  by  Alfred  P.  Towne  aud  used  for 
firewood. 

Considerable  business  must  have  been 
done  at  this  mill  as  shown  by  the  "Book 
of  Accounts"  which,  over  a  century  old, 
I  still  have  in  my  possession  I  also 
have  an  old  saw  taken  from  the  mill  in 
1792. 

On  Nov.  1,  1843  John  P.  Peabody  sold 
his  farm  ana  his  one  half  ot  the  mill  to 
his  son-in-law,  Benjamin  B.  Towne.  At 
this  date,  one  half  of  the  mill  had  been 
in  the  Peabody  name  178  years. 

In  1846,  the  old  Peabody  House  bv  the 
mill  was  torn  down  by  A.  Porter  Knee- 
land  and  others.  I  was  present  on  that 
occasion  with  many  of  the  neighbors. 

Some  of  the  boards  and  timbers  taken 
from  this  old  house  were  used  in  the 
construction  of  the  house  erected  near 
this  spot  by  J.  Waldo  Towne  In  1847. 
The  house  is  now  owned  by  George  F. 
Pevear.  ,. 

The  mill  was  run  by  Benjamin  B.  and 
J.  Waldo  Towne  until  April  10,  1848, 
wheu  they  sold  out  to  John  McKenzle. 

During  his  ownership,  being  a  wheel, 
wrlght,  he  made  extensive  repairs.  The 
old  reversible  water-wheel,  16  feet  In 
diameter,  was  taken  out  in  1850  and  a 
new  circular  tub-wheel  put  in. 

Wheu  putting  in  a  foundation  for 
this  new  wheel,  Mr.  McKenzle  found  an 
old  Pine-tree  shilling.  This  ancleut  coin 
was  afterwards  purchased  by  Dea.  Joel 
R.  Peabody  and    with    some   appropriate 


I  verses  on  the  same  written  by  Mrs. 
Peabody,  his  wife,  was  sent  as  a  present 
to  George  Peabody,  the  eminent  banker 
of  London,  England.  Mrs.  Peabody 
received  in  return  a  present  of  a  silver 
pitcher  lined  with  gold. 

In  1851,  after  making  raauy  repair*, 
Mr.  McKenzle  put  in  a  corn  cracker,  for 
up  to  this  time  only  clear  grain  had  been 
ground.  The  putting  in  of  this  cracker 
marked  a  new  epoch  in  the  history  of 
the  mill.  Not  much  corn  was  shelled 
after  this  as  the  greu  e  til  seemed  to  be 
for  corn-and  cob  meal. 

Mr.  McKenzie's  health  heginning  to 
fail,  he  was  assisted  in  his  work  by  his 
son-in-law,  Johu  Boardman,  Junior. 
The  mill  was  run  with  good  success 
until  Aug.  1,  1854,  when  being  still  in 
poor  health,  Mr.  McKenzie,  sold  out  to 
his  son,  Alfred  McKenzie.  As  he  was 
living  in  Daovers  at  the  time  he  let  out 
the  mill  on  shares  to  Beujamin  B. 
Towue,  who  ran  it  continuously  with 
the  assistance  of  George  W.  Brown, 
until  April  1,  1870 

During  this  time  the  principal  repairs 
were  made  in  1857,  when  a  new  flume 
and  bridge  were  put  in  at  the  coat,  of 
$117.00. 

The  passing  of  the  mill  property  from 
the  McKenzles  Into  other  hands  was 
probably  hastened  by  the  following 
Incident. 

Mr.  William  Locke  owned  the  proper- 
ty adjoining  the  mill  lot  and  desiriug  to 
make  some  improvements  In  front  of 
his  house  aud  near  the  brook,  he  com- 
menced to  build  a  wall  around  a  spring 
which  was  by  the  side  of  the  brook. 

While  working  on  the  same  ooa 
pleasant  afternoon  In  October,  1869,  one 
of  the  MeKeuzie  heirs  happened  to  come 
along  and  asked  the  question,  "Oo 
whose  luud  are  you  building  your  wall, 
Mr.  Locke?"  He  replied  in  an  indif- 
ferent manner  as  if  he  did  not  care,  but 
it  seems  he  afterwards  looked  at  the 
deed  of  his  place  and  found  he  was 
trespassing  upon  mill  property. 

Desiring  to  go  on  with  hi>  improve- 
ments, he  began  at  once  to  negotiate 
for  the  purchase  ol  the  mill  property, 
which  was  tlnally  consummated  Marcu 
19,  1870.     Mr.  Locke  made  some    repairs 


to  the  mill,  putting  on  a  new  rim  to  the 
water  wheel  and  also  substituting  iron 
floats  to  the  wheel  iu  place  of  wooden 
ones. 

During  the,  first  part  of  Mr.  Locke's 
ownership,  it  was  ruu  by  David  Smith 
and  B.  Austin  Perkins,  and  then  by  Mr. 
Locke  himself  untilJuly  17,  1873,  when 
he  sold  his  place  with  mill  property  to 
John  B.  Perry  of  Somerville. 

Mr.  Perry  ran  the  mill  with  some 
success  until  he  sold  it  to  Mrs.  Licenetta 
Ham  of  Wakefield,  Aug.  19,  1875.  Dur- 
ing her  ownership  it  was  run  by  John 
B.  Perry,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Ham  sold  out  to  Mrs.  Catharine 
Hauford  of  Lexington,  Jan.  4,  1876.  It 
was  run  during  her  ownership  by  her 
son,  Clarence  C.  Hanford,  who  made 
some  repairs  on  the  same. 

On  the  27th  of  June,  1883,  Mrs.  Han- 
ford's  interest  in  the  mill  property  was 
sold  to  Leon  F.  Chamecln  of  Boston, 
and  on  the  second  day  of  October,  the 
same  year,  1883,  he  sold  out  to  Mrs. 
Teresa  G.  Carr,  the  present  owner. 
The  mill  has  not  been  run  since  1892. 

The  most  successful  period  of  the 
mill's  history  was  probably  from  1851, 
the  time  of  putting  in  the  corn-cracker, 
to  1875,  for  during  the  civil  war  and  for 
some  years  afterwards,  grain  was  very 
high,  often  bringing  two  dollars  per 
bushel. 

Many  amusing  incidents  could  be 
related  in  connection  with  this  mill. 
Some  people  would  come  to  the  house 
and.  say  in  rather  pleading  tone*,  "I 
want  to  go  to  mill."  Others  would  say, 
•*I  have  come  to  get  some  raeul  ground." 
My  parents  have  often  spoken  of  a 
gentleman  who  occasionally  came  to 
mill  from  the  Linebrook  Parish.  He 
generally  drove  in  a  two-wheel  shay  and 
when  coming  down  the  turnpike  hill  by 
our  grove  he  would  begin  to  cry  out  in 
stentorian  tones,  "Where  is  the  miller?" 
♦'Where  Is  the  miller?"  and  he  would 
keep  it  up    more  or  less   until   he   had 
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arrived  opposite  the  miller's  house.  If 
the  miller  was  within  an  eighth  of  a 
mile  of  the  scene  of  action  be  would  be 
almost  sure  to  hear  the  cry.  Evidently 
the  gentleman  disliked  to  get  out  of  his 
shay  to  call  at  the  house  for  the  miller. 

The  old  mill  stands  today  in  quiet 
repose.  No  busy  sound  is  heard  save 
that  of  the  ceaseless  flow  of  the  runniug 
brook,  bringing  to  mind  the  truthful 
words  of  Tenuyson  :— 
"For  men  may  come  and  men  may  go, 
But  I  go  on  forever." 

Let  us  contemplate  the  scene  and  ask 
the  question,  "Where  in  this  town  is 
there  another  landmark  around  which 
cluster  so  many  memories  of  the  past, 
and  where  another  spot  on  which  a 
building  has  stood  every  year  since  1665, 
or  within  forty  Ave  years  of  the  landing 
of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers?"  And  a  few 
rods  from  this  mill  is  the  old  historic 
spot  where,  in  1660,  dwelt  the  only 
family  in  America  by  the  name  of 
Peabody,  whose  descendants  today  are 
numbered  by  the  thousands. 

Now,  in  conclusion,  I  will  say  that 
notwithstanding  I  have  over  seventy 
papers  referring  to  these  mills,  some  of 
which  are  more  than  two  centuries  old, 
hauded  down  to  me  through  six  genera- 
tions, or  from  Lieut.  Francis  Peabody, 
the  ancestor,  I  have  been  very  careful 
to  give  the  subject  due  consideration  In 
regard  to  facts  and  dates,  thinking  that 
this  will  probably  be  the  only  history 
that  will  ever  be  written  of  the  old 
Peadody  mills.  One  of  them  has  been 
gone  for  more  than  half  a  ceutury,  and 
the  other,  uuless  repaired,  will  soon  be  a 
thing  of  the  past,  and  these  ancient 
landmarks  will  be  obliterated  forever, 
for  it  is  not  probable  that  the  grist-mill 
will  ever  be  rebuilt  again,  although  the 
water  power  may  be  utilized  for  some 
other  purposes  In  the  long  distant 
future. 
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BAPTISMAL    RECORDS    OF    THE    CHURCH   IN 
TOPSFIELD,  1727-1779. 


COMMUNICATED    BY    GEO.    FilS.    DOW. 


A  List  of  roosts  of  yc  children  y*were  baptized  by  cov- 
erall ministers  of  yeGospell  during  yc  vacancy  in  y°  church 
of  Topsfield,  y*  is  after  the  Death  of  ye  Rev.  M*  Joseph 
Capen,  until!  ye  ordination  of  Mr  John  Emerson  his 
successor. 

The  Rev.  Mr  Putnam,  Pastor  of  a  church  in  Reading, 
baptized 

Fcb'y  26,  172G-7. 


Joseph  Town® 

his     Sarah 

Samuell  Smith 

11      Susanna 

Samuell  Howlet 

44      William 

! 

David  Bedington 

"      Sarah 

Robert  Perkins 

44      Rebcckah 

Samuell  Bradstrcct 

44      Sarah 

Samuell  Curtice 

44      Mary 

Jacob  Reddington 

44      Daniel 

Gideon  Towne 

44      Hannah 

(1) 
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The  Rev.  MrPrcscot,  of  Salem,  baptised 

Samuell  Towne  his  Samuell  Aug.   27,    1727. 
Francis  Peabody              "    Isaac  "      " 

Joseph  Commins  "    Moses  M       " 

Nathan  Towne  "   Araee  "      " 

ye  Rev.  Mr.  Wigglesworth',  of  Ipswich  Hamlet,  baptized 
Mark  How  his  Luce  Feb'y  25,  1727-S. 

ye  Rev.  Mr.  Clark,  of  Salem  village 

Timothy  Perkins  his  Rebcckah  March  10,  1727-8. 

John  Wilds  "  Amos  "         " 

Jonathan  Perkins              "  Hannah  "        " 

Richard  Towne  "  Thomas  "        " 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Rogers,  of  Boxfofd 

Jacob  Perkins  his  Abigail  March  31,  172S. 

Aaron  Estey  "  Hannah  ;t        " 

The  Rev.  Mr.  JPrescpt,  of  Salem 
Daniel  Towne  his  Dorothy  Aprill  14,  1728. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Emerson,  of  Maiden  baptized 

Benjamin  Towne  his  _Jacob  j  fcwlw  Jimc  0>  U2S 

Samuell  Curtice  "  Samuell  "    ." 

Samuell  Perkins  "  Margaret  M     " 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Rogers,  ofBoxford,  baptized 

Daniel  Redington  his  Sarah  June  IS,  17J8, 

The  Rev.  ,Mr.  Wigglesworth,  of  Ipswich  Ilamloti 

Samuell  Robinson  his  Hannah  August  18,  1728. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Rogers,  of  Boxford,  baptized 

Tobijah    Perkins  his  Annah  November  10,  l  :> 

John  Abbot  "  Kli/.aboth 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Robert  Ward,  ot  Wenham,  baptized 
Matthew  Peabody  his  Ebcucicr  October  1,  17-7. 
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Joseph  ye  son  of  Simon  and  Elizabeth  Brad  street  was 
baptized  June  25,  172 [7]  by  yc  Rev.  Mr.  Robert  Ward 
of  Wenham. 


The  Church  of  Christ  in  Topsfickl  having  made  choice 
of  Mr.  John  Emerson  to  be  their  Pastor  sent  Letters  to 
Eight  Churches  to  come  and  afford  their  assistance  by  v1' 
Elders  &  messengers  in  ordaining  of  him  to  ye  office  of  a 
j  Pastor  over  ym  in  ye  Lord,     accordingly  on  ye  27th  Day 

of  Novbr  1728  came  ye  Rev :  Mr.  John  &  Nathan*  Rogers 
Pastors  of  ye  first  church  of  Christ  in  Ipswich  with  their 
Delegates.  The  Revd  Mr.  John  Rogers  of  Boxfurd.  The 
Revd  M1'.  Joseph  Emerson  of  Maiden.  The  Rev*1  Mr. 
Sam"1  Wigglcsworth  of  Ipswich  Hamlctt.  The  Rev'1  Mr. 
Peter  Clark  of  Salem  village  and  The  Revd  M*.  Robert 
Ward  of  Wenham  wth  their  Delegates. 

The  solemnity  began  wth  Prayer,  Mr.  Wiggles  worth 
was  yc  mouth  of  ye  Congregation. 

Mr.  Emerson  of  Maiden  preached  from  Mat.  1  :  21-22; 
And  going  on  from  thence  He  saw  other  two  Bretkrent 
James  y{ "son  of  Zebedee  d;  John  his  Brother^  and  /ft 
called  y"\  and  they  immediately  left  yc  ship  t&  yr  Father 
and  followed  Him, 

Mr.  Jolin  Rogers  Sen1'.  Pastor  of  y°  first  chh  :  ot"  Ips- 
wich gave  ye  Charge. 

Mr.  John  Rogers  of  Boxford  gave  ye  right  Hand  of 
Fellowship. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Wenham  prayed  afterwards,  a  suitable 
psalm  was  yn  sung,  ye  Blessing  given  and  ye  solemnity 
Concluded. 


Simon  Bradstreet  his  Mercy  Decern1 


William 


William  kittery 

Abraham  Foster  "  Aimv 

Luke  A  very  "  Kuth 
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his  Elizabeth 

"    Elizabeth 
44   M  eh  eta  bell 
"  Dorkad 


Jacob  Pea-oody 

Abraham  How 

Matthew  Peabody 

Joseph  Perkins 

Simon  Bradstreet 

Zacheus  Perkins  and 

William  Perkins,  these  upon  their  own  account 

being  of  adult  Age, 
also  ye  children  of 
Thomas  &  Mary  Demcy 


Richard  Town 
Timothy  Perkins 
Joseph  Robinson 
Robert  Perkins 
Samuell  H  owlet 
Joseph  Gould 
Sam11  Bradstreet 
Jacob  Averell 
Joseph  Towne 
Joseph  Towne  Jim1 
David  Cummins 
Mark  Howe 
John  Gould 
Jacob  Reddingfcon 
John  Prichavd 
Francis  Peabody 
Ephraim  Smith 
John  Cummings 
Eliezer  Lake 
John  AVilds 
Jonathan  Wilds 
John  Perkins  Juur 
Daniel  Towne 
Micall  Dwiuell 
Nathan  Towne 
Michall  Co.tfecn 
■  it  tt 

Philip  Towne 
Josiah  Kcnney 
John  Towne  Junr 
Mlall  Coft'ee 


Dccembr    29,  1728. 


January       5,  172fJ. 
February  23, 


their  Mary 

<< 

ii 

"   Thomas 

(i 

ti 

11   Miriam 

t> 

ii 

"   Charles 

1 1 

it 

his  Mary 

March 

2, 

"   Timothy 

t< 

i«! 

11   Joseph 

1 1 

it 

"   Robert 

it 

it 

"    Dan 

it 

ii 

11   Daniel 

it 

30, 

"    Sam11 

it 

ii 

11  Jacob 

it 

it 

"   Jonathan 

April 

20, 

"   Jemima 

11 

44 

41    David 

" 

44 

"   Mary 

May 

4, 

44   Jacob 

1 1 

11, 

"    Jacob 

ii 

25, 

"    Paul 

June 

8, 

"    Daniel 

44 

it 

"    Mary 

<i 

ii 

44   Sarah 

it 

ii 

"    Daniel 

July 

6, 

"   Mary 

it 

27, 

"   Nathanael 

M 

44 

11    Stephen 

44 

it 

"   Thomas 

August 

24. 

11   Thomas 

September  7, 

M   Esau 

44 

IB, 

"   John 

Novembe 

f  23. 

44    Michall 

1 1 

44 

44    Euos 

Docembe 

r   7. 

44    Mary 

February 

•     1,  1730. 

"   leabod 

41 

15, 

M  Robert 

it 

ii 
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Daniel  Reddington 
Jonathan  Perkins 
The  widow  Ann  Averell 
Jacob  Perkins 
John  Bradstreet 
Timothy  Perkins 
Joseph  Towne  Junr 
Joseph  Dwinell 


John  Towne 
George  Cowan 
Margaret  Perkins 
John  Prichard 
Luke  Averell 
Nathan  Bixby 
Aaron  Estey 
Israel  Towne 
Matthew  Peabody 
Elizabeth,  ye  daughter 

Emerson 
Thomas  Potter 
Joseph  Peabody 
Gideon  Towne 
Thomas  Baker 
John  Johnston 
Jacob  Averell 
Nathan11  Porter  Junr 
Joseph  Perkins 
John  Abbot 
William  Reddington 
David  Commings 
Israel  Clark, 
Tobijah  Perkins 

Benjamin  Towne 
Robert  Perkins 
Samuel  Perkins 
Mark  How 
Simon  Braudstivet 
William  Meclure 


his  Dorcas 
"    Jonathan 

"   Prudence 
"    Sarah 
11   Nathan 
"   Archelaus 
"   George 
"  Joseph 
"   Martha 
"   Mary 
"   Zechariah 
"   James 
"    John 
"   Elizabeth 
her  Jemima 
his  Sarah 

Mary 

Nathan 

Mary 

Elizabeth 

John 
of  John  and  Elizabeth 


March 


April 

May 

June 


15,   17:50 


19, 
17, 

7, 


28, 


July 


August 


19, 
9, 
23, 


September  18, 


his 


Sarah 

Joseph 

Pheebc 

Thomas 

Mary 

Daniel 

Daniel 

Mercy 

Martha 

Jonathan 

Jonathan 

Elijah 

Daniel  & 

Edmund 

Eli 

Amos 

Samuel 

Aaron 

Mary 

James 


October 


December 

January 

February 

CI 

March 


twins     April 


<« 

May 


June 


20, 
<« 

4, 

25, 

i< 

6, 

24,  1731. 

31, 

14, 

21, 
28, 

IS, 


1C, 
23, 
18, 
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Sam11  Curtice 

his  Noah 

June 

27,  1731. 

■ 

Andrew  Delrymple 

• '   Mary 

" 

»4 

Micall  rnvineU 

"    Sam11 

July 

18, 

Jacob  Clark 

"   Bathsheba 

44 

" 

Joseph  Robinson 

"   Joseph 

August 

1, 

Sam*1  Braudstreet 

"   Elijah 

44 

29, 

Jbiiri  Pricliard 

"   David 

t< 

Jabez  Towne 

"    Jabez 

ii 

<  t 

Hannah  Bower}7 

her  Hannah 

September 

o, 

Stephen  Johnson 

his  Ruth 

44 

12, 

John  Peabody 

"   Jacob 

December 

19, 

John,  ye  son  of  John 

&  Elizabeth  Emerson 

" 

26, 

Joseph  Gould 

his  Elizabeth 

(< 

«« 

Thomas  Perkins 

"   Enoch 

(< 

<< 

Nathan  Whood 

"    William 

January 

29,  1732. 

Jacob  Bormau 

"    Jacob 

February 

_ 

Jacob  Per ki)i s 

"   Jacob 

44 

13, 

Piehard  Towne 

11    Elizabeth 

<< 

1 1 

Joseph  Towne  Jim1 

"   Jemima 

" 

i  < 

Jacob  Averell 

"    Dorothy 

44 

27, 

Israel  Towne 

"   Thomas 

44 

•' 

David  Coinmings 

44   Sam" 

March 

5, 

Timothy  Perkins 

u   Elizabeth 

April 

23. 

Israel  Clark 

"   Israel 

44 

M 

Ephraim  Wildes 

"   Thomas 

June 

4, 

Bam"  Hewlett 

"    John 

41 

11, 

.Jacob  Redding  ton 

11    Dorcas 

" 

M 

Aaron  Estey 

M    Isaac 

n 

25, 

Jonathan  Perkins 

"   Juda 

July 

o 

Thomas  Gould  Junr 

"  Thomas 

" 

23, 

Gideon  Towne 

"  Abisha 

August 

13, 

Daniel  Gould 

"   Ruth 

Cl 

44 

Mehetabell  Dodge 

her  Sam" 

l< 

20. 

Will"1  Perkins  Jun* 

his  Will™ 

September  24, 

Dan  Clark 

4<   Mary 

October 

6. 

Josiah  Kenney 

"■    Asa* 

" 

44 

John  Gould 

•■   Esther 

it 

IS, 

Nathan  Pixby 

11    Solomon 

tt 

29. 

Joseph  Perkins 

"   Ieabod 

December 

10, 

John  Perkins 

44  Moses 

January 

7.  r 

Thomas  II owlet 

"   Alice 

John  Towne  Jim* 

M    William 

" 

11, 

T.ukc  AVercll 

44    Moses 

February 

4. 

Robert  Perkins 

"    l'hebee 

n 

M 
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Rebeckah.  ye  Daughter 

Emerson 
Matthew  Peabocly 
Sam11  Brads  treet 
John  Prichard 
Samu  Curtice 
Nathauael  Curtice 
Thomas  Perkins 
Joseph  Towne 
Stephen  Johnson 
Benjamin  Towne 
Sam11  Perkins 
Sam11  Towne 
Micall  D  win  ell 
Ephraim  Wildes 
Ebenezcr  Curtice 
Thomas  Baker 
Jacob  Robinson 
Edmund  Towne 
Sam11  Boyd 


Nathan  Porter  Junr 
Jabez  Towne 
Daniel  Gloyd,  of  adult 
Dan  Clark 
John  Lampson  Junr 
Philip  Towne 
Jacob  Dorman 
Mark  How 
Abraham  Foster  Junr 
Jacob  Perkins 
Aaron  Estey 
Israel  Towne 
William  Perkins  Junr 
Phineas  Reddington 


John  Towne  Junr 
Thomas  Gould  Junr 
Nathan  "towne 
Daniel  Reddington 
David  Cummings 
Richard  Towne 


of  John  and  Elizabeth 


February 

25,  1733. 

his  Sarah 

April 

1, 

"   Eunice 

M 

29, 

"   Martha 

(« 

it 

"   Rachel 

May 

c, 

44   Priscilla 

June 

3, 

44   Susannah 

August 

5, 

"  Eunice 

u 

2G, 

"   Rebeckali 

September  23, 

"    Susannah 

October 

7, 

44   Mary 

it 

44 

"   Hannah 

ei 

14, 

"   Elisabeth 

November 

4, 

"   Jacob 

44 

11, 

44   Abner 

<( 

it 

11   John 

<< 

25, 

"   Jacob 

December 

2, 

44    Edmund 

i< 

9, 

"    Sum" 

(< 

16, 

M   Ann 

i< 

ii 

"  John 

44 

ii 

44  Nathan11 

<( 

23, 

44    Mary 

ii 

30, 

age 

Feb run  ry 

3,  1734 

his  Daniel 

44 

10, 

11    Ruth 

ii 

ti 

"   Dinah 

i< 

24, 

44   David 

March 

3, 

M   Mark 

<< 

10, 

• '    Ruth 

ii 

17, 

44   Luce 

April 

14, 

"   Abigail 

May 

5, 

44    Archelaus 

1 1 

19, 

44   Elizabeth 

(< 

ii 

44    Dorothy 

June 

2, 

44   Ana 

CI 

it 

44    Phineas 

it 

it 

44   Elijah 

II 

ii 

44    Abner 

II 

9. 

11   Aaron 

Septembe 

•    1, 

44    Margaret 

44 

Ml, 

44    Anna 

October 

n, 

41    Sarah 

Deeembei 

i, 
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Jonathan  Foster 

his  Affia 

Nathan11  Curtice 

"   Nathan11 

Jonathan  Perkins 

"   Abigail 

Israel  Clark 

11   Mercy 

Thomas,  ye  son  of  Joh 

n  and    Elizabeth 

son 

Robert  Perkins 

his  Martha 

Thomas  Howlett 

"    Lydia 

Daniel  Gould 

"   Daniel 

David  Gould 

"   Edmund 

John  Prichard 

"    Hannah 

Joseph  Perkins 

"   Mary 

Joseph  Peabody 

"   Dudley 

Abraham  Reddington 

11   Abraham 

Jacob  Averell 

"   Lydia 

Tobijah  Perkins 

"   Jonathan 

Samuell  Boyd 

"   Mary 

Jacob  Robinson 

' '   John 

Joseph  Kneeland 

"    Edward 

Ruth  Clough,  of  adult 

age,  ye  wife   of 

Clough.  and  their  child  Elisabeth 

John  Gould 

his  Amos 

Jacob  Dor  man 

"   Mercy 

Nathan11  Wood 

"    Luce. 

(i            t( 

"   Obadiah 

Sam11  Howlett 

11   Mary 

Joseph  Hovey 

"   Joseph 

Amos  Dorman 

"    Dudley 

Philip  Kneeland  Junr 

"   Moses 

Jacob  Reddington 

««    Pheebe 

John  Town  Juur 

"    Deborah 

Nathan  Hood 

11    Mary 

Ebenezer  Curtice 

44    Elizabeth 

Thomas  Baker 

"  Symonds 

Mark  How 

"   Abijah 

Luke  Averell 

11  Ebenezer 

Solomon  Gould 

"   Elisabeth 

Amos  Dorman 

11    Amos 

John  Averell 

•«    Mary 

Thomas  Dorman 

"   Judith 

Daniel  Gl  >yd 

"    Daniel 

Nathunael  Hood,  of  adult  age 

Sam"  Bradstrcdt 

his  Asa 

Ephraim  Wildes 

u    Dorothy 

Emer- 


Decenjber    8,  1731. 

15, 

22, 
January        5,  1735. 

12, 

<<  i< 

February    23, 

April  6, 

20, 

May  18, 

|i  ii 

June  29, 


Daniel 


July 

M 

6, 
27, 

August 

10, 

M 

Ifi 

M 

24, 

u 

31, 

Scpt( 

nibci 

7, 

M 

14, 

Oeto 

>er 

12, 

M 

20, 

Dece 

mber 

88, 

January       11,  1736. 

18, 

February       1, 


March  14, 


April  18, 

I,  o- 

May 
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Phincas  Reddington 

his  Sarah 

May 

2,  1736 

Benjamin  Towne 

"  Edmund 

" 

9, 

<<            (< 

"  Ezra 

1 1 

» 

<<                    H 

"  Elijah 

(i 

k 

all  which  were  born  at  one  birth 

Jacob  Perkins 

his  Lydia 

" 

1 1 

Mary  Dwinell,  ye  wife  of  John  Dwinell 

I  c 

16, 

Dan  Clark 

his  Elijah 

June 

27, 

Aaron  Estey 

"  Esther 

July 

4, 

Thomas  Potter 

"  Thomas 

" 

11, 

Will™  Perkins 

"  Affia 

11 

18, 

Thomas  Gould  Junr 

"  Asa 

<( 

25, 

.  Sam11  Perkins 

"  Archelaus 

August 

s, 

Wm.  Eogers 

"  Elizabeth 

" 

15, 

Aaron  Hubbard 

"  Mary 

4    « 

ii 

Philip  Towne 

M  Daniel 

« 

29, 

David  Gould 

"  Sarah 

September  5, 

Samu  Curtice 

"  Eunice 

" 

12, 

Micall  Dwinell  Junr 

"  Bartholomew 

October 

24, 

a 

"  Luce 

<( 

K 

<<                   «< 

"  Hannah 

it 

ii 

" 

"  Micall 

M 

ii 

Mary,  yc  Daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Em- 

erson 

M 

31, 

Wm  Perkins 

his  Eunice 

14 

" 

Jacob  Peabody  Junr 

"  Jacob 

November 

7, 

Israel  Clarke 

"  Sarah 

<  < 

21. 

Israel  Towne 

"  Israel 

December 

10, 

Philip  Kneland  Junr 

m  Elizabeth 

ii 

•• 

Nathan11  Porter,  Junr 

"  Mary 

<« 

26, 

Samu  Smith  Junr 

"  Priscilla 

January 

2,    1737 

Joseph  Kneland 

"  Timothy 

February 

97 

Thomas  Howlett 

"  John 

M 

V 

Robert  Perkins 

M  Mehitabel 

March 

13, 

Abraham  Foster  Junr 

"  Abigail 

April 

3, 

Joseph  Derrick  Junr 

"  Nehemiah 

May 

1, 

David  Cummings 

"  Susannah 

<  t 

16, 

Daniel  Gould 

"  Lydia 

June 

.">. 

Nathan11  Hood 

"  Sam11 

ii 

12, 

Jacob  Robinson 

"  Mary 

July 

10. 

Sam11  Curtice 

"  Elijah 

August 

14. 

Jacob  Donii'iii 

,;  Sarah 

Sepleir.be 

•  4. 

Jonathan  Perkins 

i*   Dudley 

1 1 

11. 

Jabez  Towne 

"   Rebeckah 

ii 

•  i 
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Baptized  Sarah  Gallop  a  child  upon  ye 
of  Daniel  Reddington  who  took  her 
up. 
Joseph  Peabody  his  Elisabeth 

Ye  widow  Mary  Ken uey  her  Josiah 


Sam11  Howlett 
Daniel  Reddington 
Samu  Smith  Junr 
Nathan  Hood 
John  Towne  Junr 
Aaron  Estey 
Tobijah  Perkins 
Joshua  Conant 
Mark  How 
Richerd  Towne 
Thomas  Cummings 
Jacob  Peabody  Jun1 
Jonathan  Foster 
Thomas  Baker 
Nathan11  Moulton 
Ephraim  Wildes 
Jacob  Perkins 
Sam11  Perkins 
Jonathan  Standley 
John  Prichett 
Amos  Dorman 
Aaron  Hubbard 
Jacob  Reddington 
Edward,  ye  son 
Solomon  Gould 
Luke  Averell 
Rebcckah  Smith 
Thomas  Dorman 
Sam11  Putnam 
Jacob  Dorman 
John  Dwinell  Junr 
Thomas  Edwards 
Jabez  Town 
Phineas  Reddington 
John  Averell 
Jacob  Robinson 
Thomas  Cununiugs 
Ebenezer  Curtis 
Israel  Clark 


hi3  Davis 
"  Anna 
"  Sam11 
M  Joanna 
11  Asa 
"  William 
11  Mary 
"  Jehodin 
"  Mark 
11  Richerd 
11  Asa 
"  Sarah 
"  Philemon 
"  William 
«  Nathan11 
"  Thomas 
**  Joseph 
11  Sarah 
"  Abigail 
11  Patience 
•'  Thomas 
"  Tydia 
¥  Eliphalet 
of  John  &  Elisabeth  E 

his  Solomon 
•*  Moses 

her  John 

his  Thomas 
'*  Elizabeth 
"  Damaras 
m  Ruth 
"  Rice 
"  Jacob 
"  Phineas 
11  Abiel 
"  BUtabeth 
"  Lydia 
4<  Hannah 
M  Sarah 


account 

to  bring 

September 

18, 

173 

a 

25, 

October 

2, 

<  t 

16, 

i« 

23, 

30, 

November  20, 

December 

4, 
U, 

14 

25, 

Januarv 


February 


March 


1,  1733. 


April 


May 

June 

merson  July 

August 


September 
October 


November 


January 
February 


ii 

12, 
19, 
26, 

12. 
19, 
26, 
2, 
30, 

M, 
11, 
16. 
30, 
13, 

20, 

10. 

S. 

If, 

20, 
1° 
19, 
26, 


Ii, 


BAPTISMAL  RECORDS  OF    THE  CHURCH  IN  TOFSFIELD.    11 


Thomas  Hewlett 

Ms  Thomas 

March 

4,  1739 

Joseph  Perkins 

"  Eunice 

{< 

13, 

Joseph  Kneland 

"  Miriam 

i< 

ii 

Daniel  Reddington 

"  Daniel 

<< 

25, 

Nfi/lhan11  Porter  Junr 

"  Mary 

«( 

i  < 

Joseph  Pea-body 

"  Jacob 

April 

8, 

Isaac  Town 

"  Lydia 

" 

22, 

Elisha  Towne  Junr 

"  Joseph 

ii 

M 

Israel  Towne 

"  Moses 

May 

6, 

Wm.  Perkins 

"  Elisabeth 

11 

iy, 

which    was    baptized  at  his  own   House, 

ye 

child  being  dangerously  sick. 

Dan  Clark 

his  Sam11 

June 

3, 

Nathan11  Hood  Junr 

11  Esther 

ii 

" 

John  Perkins  Junr 

"  Timothy 

ii 

17, 

Robert  Perkins 

"  Anna 

<i 

24, 

Aaron  Estey 

"  Daniel 

July 

15, 

Jacob  Averell 

"  Mary 

August 

5, 

Amos  Dorman 

«  Daniel 

" 

.  i 

Joseph  Kerrick  Juu1' 

"  Gideon 

ii 

2G, 

Mark  How 

"  Nathan11 

September  1G, 

David  Curamings 

"  Elizabeth 

" 

30, 

Nathan11  Moulton 

"  John 

October 

14, 

baptized  by  Mr.  Emerson  of  Maiden. 

Thomas  Gould  Jul- 

his  Mary 

Novembei 

il, 

Thomas  Dwinell  Junr 

V  Elijah 

ii 

25, 

Richard  Towne 

"  Hannah 

Decembei 

1C, 

JohnDwinell  Junr 

"  Susannah 

" 

23, 

John  Lampson  Junr 

"  Robert 

January 

ft,  1740 

Jonathan  Foster 

11  Apphia 

ii 

13, 

Nathan  Hood 

11  Nathan 

ii 

ii 

Joshua  Conant 

«■  Pelutiah 

it 

20, 

Sam11  Smith  Junr 

"  Vashti 

February 

10, 

Dorcas,  ye  Daughter 

of  John    and   Elisabeth 

Emerson 

March 

9, 

Joseph  Baker 

Ids  Mehetabel 

«< 

** 

Isaac  Towne 

«'  Eunice 

ii 

16, 

Jonathan  Treadwell    ' 

"  Martha 

it 

30, 

Joseph  Dorman 

"  Nathauael 

April 

C, 

Jonathan  Stanley 

11  Mary 

ii 

20, 

Luke  Averell 

14  Isaac 

June 

6. 

Jonathan  Perkins 

"  Philemon 

-• 

15, 

Aaron  Hubbard 

•■  Elnathan 

" 

" 

F.phraim  Wildes 

"  Moses 

August 

3, 
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Joseph  Curtis,  Jnnr,  of 

adult  age,  and  his  chi 

id 

Solomon. 

August 

10,  1740. 

Sam11  Howlett 

44  Miriam 

M 

24, 

Thomas  Andrus  Junr 

"  David 

September  14, 

Jacob  Dor  man 

"  Susannah 

14 

•1. 

Joseph  Hovey 

"  Abigail 

" 

44 

Jabez  Towne 

11  Elijah 

" 

44 

Joseph  Cu  minings,  Jun 

'  "  Nathan11 

lt 

2S, 

Thomas  Dorrnan 

•f  Elizabeth 

October 

5, 

Dan  Clark 

44  Dan 

44 

», 

John  Perkins  Junr 

"  Daniel 

November 

16, 

Jacob  Dwinell 

"  Israel 

<  < 

" 

Eleazer  Gould 

"  Eleazer 

January 

4,  1741 

Thomas  Goodhall 

"  Joseph  &  |tw|M 
"  Benjamin  ) 

« 

ii 

cc                      el 

Jacob  Robinson 

"  Zacheus 

<( 

18, 

Jacob  Perkins 

"  Zebulon 

a 

25, 

Solomon  Gould 

"  Nathanael 

February 

1, 

Cornelius  Balcli 

"  Mary 

March 

16, 

Israel  Clark 

"  Samuel 

u 

22, 

Nathan11  Porter  Junr 

\*  Phebe 

April 

5, 

Jacob  Peabody  Junr 

"  Nathan11 

1 1 

44 

Elisha  Towne  Junr 

"  Bartholomew 

•  < 

12, 

Thomas  Cummings 

"  Thomas 

¥ 

44 

Sam11  Curtis 

"  John 

i. 

19, 

Joseph  Perkins 

"  Huldah 

ii 

" 

Philip  Neeland  Junr 

44  David 

44 

44 

John  Prichard 

"  Priscilla 

44 

20. 

John  Marshall 

'•  Elizabeth 

May 

10, 

Nathan11  Hood 

44  Abigail 

44 

24, 

Thomas  Baker 

44  Joseph 

44 

31, 

John  Batchcller 

"  Anna 

June 

14, 

Mark  II  ow 

44  Philemon 

44 

2S, 

Thomas  Edwards 

44  Kachel 

44 

44 

Aaron  Estey 

44  Esther 

July 

5, 

Amos  Dorrnan 

44  Daniel 

44 

12. 

John  Balch 

44  David 

\* 

" 

Stephen  Foster 

44  Stephen 

•* 

19, 

Sam11  Curtis 

44  Flora 

t « 

44    ' 

a  negro  servant  child 

Simon  Gould 

his  Moses 

44 

\Y">   IVrUins 

"  William 

August 

a 

Joseph  derrick  Juur 

"   William 

" 

t> 

Isaac  Towne 

44  Isaac 

" 

>  • 
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Deborah,  a  Negro  servant  woman  belonging  to    August 

Joseph  Herrick,  and 
Katharine,  a  Negro  servant  maid  belonging  to       ;'" 

Joseph  Porter :  and 
Enos,  a  child  son  of  said   Deborahs    and   her       " 

husband  Sharper,  a  Negro  man    servant  to 

Sam11  Gott  of  Wenham 


9,  1741. 


Mical  Holdgate 

his  Asa 
"    Hannah 

October 

4, 

Thomas  Dwinell  Junr 

44    Eunice 

(i 

25, 

Joseph  Dorman 

"   Ephraim 

November 

15, 

Nathan  Hood 

"   Daniel 

" 

" 

John  Dodge 

"   Eunice 

i  < 

22, 

Abigail,  ye  Daughter 

of  John    and    Elizabeth 

Emerson 

December 

20, 

Mical  Holdgate 

his  Mary 

January 

24,  1 

m 

Simon  Bradstreet  Junr     "    Henry 

February 

14, 

Jacob  Estey 

"   Anna 

CI 

23, 

David  Towne 

"   Abigail 

March 

7, 

Thomas  Gould  Junr 

11   Mercy 

M 

Hi 

Thomas  Howlett 

44    Ammiruhamah 

" 

it 

Jonathan  Standley 

"   Sam11 

11 

11 

John  Balch 

"   John 

April 

4, 

Jouathau  Foster 

"  Jemima 

■• 

18, 

Ebenezer  Curtis 

"    Stephen 

t  i 

25, 

Jeremiah  Towne 

11    Elisabeth 

May 

16, 

Joseph  Curtice  Junr 

44   Ruth 

" 

44 

Aaron  Hovey 

"    Stephen 

44 

<( 

Ruth  Dodge 

her  Mary 

<  i 

23, 

Sam11  Smith  Junr 

his  Susanna 

44 

30, 

Seabrew,  a  Ncs;ro  servant  man  belougiug  to 

June 

20, 

Sam11  Pearley  and 
Dinah,  a  negro  servant  child  belonging  to 

Thomas  Hewlett 
Amos  Hood,  of  adult  age 
Johu  Hood,  of  adult  age 
Ezekiel  Potter 
Jacob  Averell 
Samu  Pearley 
Jacob  Peabody  Juur 
Sam11  Potter  Jim* 
Titus,  a  Negro  servi 

Sam11  Perkins 
Doctor  Richard  De: 


27, 


his  ThOmas 

it 

44 

44   Priscilla 

July 

4, 

"    Sam11 

August 

15, 

44    John 

October 

3, 

44   Jeremiah 

" 

17. 

:hild  belonging 

to 

" 

" 

his  Mehetabel 

November 

7, 
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Eleazer  Gould 
Joseph  Hovey 
Thonms  Andrews 
Benjamin  Towne  Jnn 
"Wm  Rogers 
Nathan11  Porter  Junr 
Elisha  Towne  Junr 
Jacob  Perkins 
Jacob  Robinson 
Luke  Averell 
Israel  Clark 
Cornelius  Balch 
Abraham  Hobbs 
Sam11  Curtis 
Thomas  Baker 
Thomas  Symonds 
Solomon  Gould 
Nathan11  IloodJmV 
Ephraini  Wildes 

Mary  Barall,  of  adult 
Joseph  Peabody 
Ann  AVallis,  of  adult 
Joshua  Con  ant 
Sam11  Potior  Junr 
Jeremiah  Towne 
Jonathan  Perkins 
Aaron  Hubbard 
Ezekiel  Potter 
David  Cumraings 
John  Batcheller 
Thomas  Edwards 
Joseph  Cumrnings 
Sam11  Pearley 
Isaac  Towne 
Elihn,ye  son  of  John 
Nathan  Hood 
John  Dodge 
Stephen  Foster 
Mark  How 
Daniel  Bixby 
Jonathan  Stanley 
Eleazer  Could 
John  Symonds 


his  Elisabeth 

November  14,  1742. 

"   Mary 

• '   Jonathan 

«< 
ii 

81, 

23, 

r    of  adult  age 
his  Vvrm 
11    Daniel 

January 
February 

16,  1743. 
6, 

"   Thomas 

(i 

20, 

"   Elisha 

March 

6, 

11    Dorothy 
"   Elijah 
"   Bathsheba 
44    Martha 

<< 
ii 

April 

18, 
20, 

10, 

"   Isaac 

ti 

24, 

44   Rebeckah 
"    Sarah 

May 
<  < 

15, 

29, 

"   Ruth 

M 

44 

"   Lydia 

"    Sarah 

June 
ii 

19, 

"   Ephraim  & 
"   Elijah 
age 

his  Priscilla 
age 

his  Jerusha 

i  twins 

August 
September 

2G, 

7, 

21, 

4, 

"   Hannah 

it 

<< 

"   Jeremiah 

ii 

18, 

"    Sarah 

ii 

25, 

' '   John 

October 

-  > 

"   Ezekiel 

44 

44 

"   Jonathan 

44 

16, 

"    John 

44    Iluldah 

November 

30, 

13, 

"   Abigail 
"   John 
"   Asa 

ii 
December 

27, 
4, 

and  Elisabeth  Emerson 

i  • 

1  "i 

44   Mary 
««   Abel 
M    Nathanael 
44    Hepsibah 
"   Elisabeth 

January 
h 

3.   1744. 
ii 

15, 

•'    John 

February 

5. 

44   Zacheus 
11   John 

•  i 

IS, 

Hi 
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Sam11  Smith  Junr 

his  Asahel 

Aaron  Hovey 

"  Moses 

John  Bradstreet 

"   Elizabeth 

David  Towne 

"   David 

John  Balch' 

"   Sam11 

Isaac  Perkins 

11   Mary 

Jabez  Town 

1 '    Abigail 

Micall  Holdgate 

' 4    Sarah 

Thomas  Gould  Junr 

"   Dorcas 

John  Pri chard 

' '    John 

March 


April 


May 


11,  1744, 
18, 

25, 


1, 

15, 
13, 

20. 


Zilpah,  a  Negro  Child  of  Sharper  and  Deborah 

his  wife,  Negro  Servants  " 

Jacob  peabody  Junr        his  Eunice  " 

Zilpah,  ye  child  of  Sharper  and  Katherine 

his  wife,  Negro  Servants  " 

Wm  Rogers  his  Deborah  June 

Simon  Gould  "   Hannah  " 

and  after  publick  Exercise  went  to  ye  House 
of  Thomas  Dwinell,  and    baptised    Ruth   ye       " 
child  of  ye  widow  Susanna  Dwinell,  yc  child 


27, 


10, 


not  being  able  to  be  brot  to  ye  Meeting  House 

Divers  of  ye  chh :  were  present 

John  Le  Favour 

his  Mary 

44 

17, 

Ephraim  Wildes 

' '   Mary 

CI 

24, 

Thomas  Dwinell  Jnnr 

"   Jacob 

July 

8, 

Joseph  Perkins 

11   Joseph 

it 

22, 

Jacob  Dwinell 

44   Jacob 

August 

12. 

Jonathan  Foster 

44    Olive 

44 

20, 

John  Perkins,  Third 

44   Elizabeth 

<  < 

44 

Thomas  Howlett 

"   Alice 

Septembei 

p. 

W»  Perkins 

11   Oliver 

October 

21, 

Dan  Clark 

11   Dan 

November 

25 

Matthew  Peabody 

11   Seth 

December 

2, 

Ephraim  Kimball  Junr 

"    Sam11 

44 

16, 

Nathan11  Porter  Junr 

11    Nathan11 

January 

6, 

Thomas  Symonds 

44   Anna 

<< 

.  t 

Joseph  Curtis  Junr 

"   Sam"  *.\  twin, 

|( 

20, 

<  (            «« 

44    Mary       J 

David  Cummings 

44    Stephen 

4' 

27, 

Elisha  Towne  Junr 

"   Mercy 

February 

24, 

Simon  Bradstreet 

"    Philip 

March 

j 

Simon  Bradstreet  Junr 

4'    Ann 

April 

7 

Jacob  Perkins 

44    Elisha 

44 

14, 

Cornelius  Balch 

44   Joseph 

44 

44 

6,  1745. 


i 
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Nathan11  Low  his  Jonathan 

Hannah,  ye  Daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
Emerson 


Nchemiah  Abbot 

his  Elisabeth 

Abraham  Hobbs 

' '   Jacob 

George  Start 

"  Sarah 

Jeremiah  Towne 

"    Susanna 

John  Symonds 

"   Mary 

John  Balch 

"   Kobert 

Israel  Clark 

"    Jacob 

Ezekiel  Potter 

»    garah 

Sam11  Hewlett  Junr 

"    Sam" 

Daniel  Bixby 

"    Ilnth 

Samu  Pearlcy 

"   Nathaniel 

John  Le Favour 

"    Rachel 

Nathan11  Hood  Junr 

"    Susanna 

John  Perkins  Junr 

"   Jethro 

Jonathan  Stanley 

"   Joseph 

John  Bradstrcet 

"   Priscilla 

Joseph  Cummings  Jimr 

"   Joseph 

Aaron  Estey 

"    Aaron 

Nathan  Hood 

11    Joseph 

Ebenezer  Cnrtiee 

"   Ephraim 

Elisha  Cummings 

11    Mary 

Solomon  Gould 

"  John 

Stephen  Foster 

11   Abigail 

Eleazer  Gould 

"   John 

Thomas  Edwards 

"   Sarah 

Nathan11  Low 

11    Susanna 

Elijah  Porter 

41    Anna 

Nathau11  Porter  Junr 

V    Pheebe 

Joseph  Perkins 

"   Elisha 

Tho*  Baker 

"    Mary 

Tho8  Gould  Junr 

"  •Benjamin 

Sharper  a  Negro  Ser- 

vant man 

"    Charles 

Sam11  Potter  Jim' 

"    Daniel 

Eleazer  Lake  Jim' 

u  Lydia 

Jacob  Dwinell 

"    John 

Simou  Gould 

"   Jane 

Aaron  llovey 

•■   Sarah 

John  Symonds 

«   Mary 

David  Town 

"   Archelaus 

Joseph  Cummings 

'■    Sarah 

April 

21,  17*5 

May 

19, 

" 

(C 

June 

16, 

July 

7, 

it 

u, 

11 

81, 

11 

28, 

August 

11, 

September 

J; 

October 

6, 

>  i 

13, 

November 

3. 

«■ 

24, 

December 

22, 

January 

12,  1746 

" 

19, 

February 

(i 

16, 

ii 

it 

it 

ii 

«« 

23, 

March 

g 

ii 

16. 

ii 

30. 

April 

20, 

May 

IS, 

ii 

25, 

June 


1  • 

15, 

July 

13. 

M 

IT, 

August 

3. 

Scptembc 

r   7. 

14, 
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Thomas  Dwinc 

11  J 

unr 

his  Susanna 

September 

14, 

174 

Israel  Herrick 

"   Joseph 

(i 

28, 

Isaac  Perkins 

"   John 

October 

5, 

Sam11  Phippen 

"   Mercy 
11  Mary 

(< 

12, 

H                    i  < 

«    Sara'1 

ii 

1 1 

"  "  "   Joseph 

Dorothy,  ye  Daughter  of  John  and.Elizbth  Emcr 
son 


19, 


Negro  Servants 

auu    liuniu  j  inv/    mo     »» 

it 

26, 

Ephraim  Kimball  Junr 

his  Hannah 

November 

•  > 

John  Boardman 

"   Elizabeth 

" 

23, 

John  Pri chard 

"   Euth&,  twins 
"   Lyclia      I 

December 

7, 

Ephraim  Wildes 
Robert  Smith 

"    Hepzibah 
»«   Elijah 

<< 

<  i 

Joshua  Conant 

"   Lot 

(i 

28, 

Thomas  Symonds 

' '    Ha nnah 

" 

" 

Benja™  Bixby 
John  Perkins  Third 

"   Benjamin 
"   John 

January 
February 

4,  174 

8, 

Joseph  Dorman 
Cornelius  Balch 

"    Abigail 
"    Elizabeth 

«« 
it 

22, 

Jacob  Aver  ell 

"    Amos 

March 

20, 

George  Startc 
John  Balch 

"    William 
"   Hannah 

<< 
(i 

it 

Nehemiah  Abbot 

11    Eleanor 

April 

5, 

Daniel  Bixby 
John  Le  Favour 

"   Mary 
"    John 

i< 

12, 
15, 

which  was  baptized 

at  his  House,  on  a  w 

eek 

Day,  yc  child  being  Dangerously  sick 
pired  soon  after  its  Baptism. 
Jabez  Townc  his  Ruth 

Nathan11  Averell  Junr       "  Nathan" 
Eleazcr  Curtice  "  Lydia 

Zebuhm  Wildes  "  Molly 

MieallHoldgate  "  Priscilla 

Zebulun  Wildes  u   Peggy 

Anthony  Potter  "  Susanna 

Joseph  Cummings  Ju'nr     "  Jonathan 
•Jacob  Perkins  "   Abel 

Abraham  Hobbs  M  Joseph 


&  ex- 


May 


July 


August 


3, 

10, 
17, 
24, 

5, 
12, 
10, 
20. 

0, 
23, 


I 


18     BAPTISMAL  RECORDS  OF    THE  CHURCH  IN  TOPSFIELD. 

Rebeckah  and  Ceesar  two  Negro  Servant 
children  belonging  to  Sam11  Perkins,  whose 
wife  a  Member  of  ye  chh  :    Engaged    for    }e 


Children. 

August 

30,  1147. 

Elisha  Cummlngs 

his  John 

September 

13, 

Matthew  Peabody 

"  Isaac 

October 

4, 

Wm.  Conant 

"  wm. 

" 

11, 

Sam11  Pear  ley 

u  Ruth 

November 

8, 

Daniel  Cummiugs 

"  Lucy 

» 

15, 

Elisha  Tosvne,  Junr 

11  Sarah 

December 

13, 

Sam11  Phippcn 

"  Hannah 

" 

20, 

Joseph,  son  of  John 

&  Elizabeth  Emerson 

<  i 

Ezckiel  Potter 

his  Nathan11 

January 

3,  1748. 

Israel  Her  rick 

"  Israel 

i< 

ii 

Israel  Clark 

"  David 

ii 

10, 

Jonathan  Standley 

"  Jedidiah 

February 

7, 

John  Le  Favour 

"  John 

March 

27, 

Nathan  Hood 

M  Benjamin 

April 

3. 

John  Symonds 

"  Joanna 

1 1 

" 

Joseph  Peabody 

"  Peggy 

<< 

17, 

Richard  Gonld 

"  John 

May 

1, 

Jacob  Dwinell 

11  Mehetabel 

" 

8, 

Sharper  a  Negro  serv* 

"  Charles 

June 

5, 

Sam11  Potter 

"  Prudence 

July 

17, 

Jacob  Dresser 

"  Molly 

" 

31, 

Eliezer  Gould 

"  Hul cl ah 

August 

7 

Sam11  Howlett  Jimr 

"  Elizabeth 

<  < 

21, 

Aaron  Estey 

"  William  ' 

" 

28, 

Nathan11  Porter  Juu 

"  Abigail 

Beptembei 

23. 

Robert  Smith 

"  Elisha 

October 

0. 

John  Pricherd 

"  Mary 

t  < 

16, 

Jeremiah  Townc 

"  Nehemiah 

M 

IS, 

John  Boardmnu 

,  M  John 

November 

6, 

John  Perkins  Third 

"  Daniel 

K 

13, 

Mical  Colleen 

"  Mary 

ii 

20, 

But  yc  Child  was 

baptized   upon   y°   ace 

ounl 

of  Eliezer  Lake  & 

hi 

3  wife.  yr  grand  Parents, 

who  took  it  as  yr  own. 

Joseph  llovey 

his  Joseph 

" 

20, 

James  Andrews 

M  John 

it 

27 

George  Startc 

"  George 

December 

18, 

Stephen  Gould 

11  Stephen 

M 

■• 

John  R racist  reel, 

V  Molly 

(t 

IS, 

Cornelius  Balch 

"  Cornelius 

ii 

.  • 
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Jo  slum  Towne  Junr 

his  Sarah 

December 

18,  1748 

Ebenezer  Averell 

11  Ruth 

January 

1,  1749 

Elijah  Porter 

"  Bettey 

CI 

22, 

John  Perkins  Junr 

"  Esther 

<< 

29, 

Elisha  Cummings 

"  Andrew 

February 

12, 

Tho8   Foster 

"  Elijah 

March 

5, 

Thos  Symonds 

"  Jacob 

April 

16, 

Richard  Gould 

"  Susanna 

(< 

<( 

Aaron  Hovey 

"  Dorcas 

" 

23, 

Tho*  Gould  ,Junr 

"  Mercy 

May 

7, 

Ephraim  Wildes 

"  Hannah 

i< 

14, 

Thos  Pearly 

11  Enoch 

<  t 

21, 

David  Town 

"  Joseph 

it 

«( 

Eliezer'Lake  Junr 

"  Lydia 

" 

CI 

Simo]i  Gould 

'*  Lucy 

it 

28, 

Cap1  ThoB  Raker 

"  Jonathan 

July 

2, 

Joseph  Cummings 

"  Martha 

44 

<  < 

Joshua  Balch 

"  Joshua 

it 

it 

Zachariah  D  win  ell 

"  Betty 

<  i 

ii 

Stephen  Foster 

<{  Jacob 

it 

30, 

Wm  Con  ant 

"  Elizabeth 

u 

<< 

Thos  Dwinell 

"  Stephen 

August 

•. 

David  Cummings 

44  Daniel 

September 

3, 

John  Le  Favour 

"  Annah 

<( 

44 

Mieal  Iloldgate 

u  Mary 

it 

u 

Jacob  Robin  son 

44  Sarah 

it 

17, 

Nehemiah  Abbot 

"  John 

it 

H 

Ephraim  Kimball  Junr 

11  Ezra" 

M 

II 

Eliezer  Gould 

"  Elizabeth 

11 

24, 

John  Gould 

M  John 

October 

8, 

Sam11  Towne  Junr 

"  Elizabeth 

M 

22, 

Jobn  Symonds 

"  Joseph 

M 

29, 

John  Hale 

"  Elizabeth 

November 

12, 

Aimer  Hale 

44  David 

December 

3. 

Joseph  Perkins  Junr 

44  Jonathan 

M 

17, 

Abraham  Ilobbs 

"  Benjamin 

44 

31, 

Jonathan  Stanly 

"  Joseph 

January 

28,  KoO 

Stephen  Gould 

*"  Hannah 

February 

11. 

Eleazer  Curtis 

44  Sarah 

March 

4, 

Eleazer  KHlam 

"  Sarah 

41 

" 

Jabez  Town 

"  Susanna 

April 

1. 

Nathan  Hood 

"  Elizabeth 

li 

», 

Sam11  Phippen 

"  Mchetabel 

" 

" 

Joseph  Curtis 

'•  Plieebe 

44 

29. 

Widow  Conant 

her  Joshua 

i  1 

i  > 
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Zebulun  Wildes  bis  Zebulun  May 

John  Baker  "  Mary  June 

Nathan11  Averell,  Junr      "Hannah  August 

James  Andrews  "  Samu  " 

Joseph,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Emerson      September 
Stephen  Emery  his  John  October 

Joshua  Balch  "  Archelaus  " 

ye  ordinance  administered  privately  ye  child 

being  Judged  dangerously  sick. 

October       23, 


27,  1750. 

10, 

lti 

9, 

7, 

U, 


Matthew  Peabody 

his  Deborah 

John  Pricherd 

"  Huldah 

Elijah  Foster 

"   Elizabeth 

Joshua  Towne  Junr 

"   Jacob 

James  Curtis  Junr 

"    Hannah 

Jeremiah  Towne 

"    William 

John  Perkins   JunT 

"   Mary 

Richerd  Marshell  Junr 

"    Richerd 

Jacob  D  win  ell 

"    Ruth 

Retiah  Bacon 

11    Jacob 

George  Starte 

"    John 

John  Hood 

"   Richerd 

Joseph  Symonds  Junr 

"    Mehetabcl 

Benjm  Bayly 

';   Elizabeth 

Daniel  Bixby 

11    Daniel 

John  Boardman 

"    Mary 

Elisha  Cummings 

['   Isaac 

Thomas  Foster 

"    Allen 

Elijah  Porter 

"   Thomas 

Widow  Buzzell,  her  tw 

j  children 
Ruth 
John 

John  Gould 

his  Benj™ 

Robert  Smith 

l>   Thomas 

John  Brad  street 

"    Mehetabel 

The  Baker 

|*    David 

Joseph  Cummings  Junr 

"    Hannah 

Tho"  Gould  Juur 

"    Andrew 

Benjm  Bixby 

"   Anne 

Tamar,  a  negro  Servan 

t  child  belonging  fcc 

Eli- 

jah  Porter,  who  Eng 

iged  to  bring  it  up 

in  y 

December 

30, 

January 

20,  1751 

February 

9 

0| 

•< 

M 

fc 

10, 

v 

17, 

M 

M 

March 

3, 

i  ( 

24, 

April 

21, 

i  i 

M, 

t« 

«< 

M 

i> 

May 

5, 

<« 

12, 

•  « 

ti 

t< 

19, 

June 

9, 

" 

16, 

" 

30, 

Julv 


Christian' Religion 

David  Cummings  Junr  his  Ebouezer 

Thomas  Dwiucll  "    Thomas 

David  Cummings  Junr  "    Elizabeth 


September  22 


11 
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Benjm  Woodbury 

"   Elizabeth. 

October 

20, 

1751 

Aaron  Hovey 

"   Huldah 

( < 

27, 

John  Le  Favour 

"    Robert 

Nov*11 

3, 

Eliezer  Lake  Junr 

"   Eliezer 

<  < 

t  ( 

Joseph  Hale  3d 

44    Sarah 

" 

IT, 

Jonathan  Stanley 

"    Hannah 

Decembei 

s, 

Ebenezer  Averell 

"   Ebenezer 

( < 

22, 

Abraham  Hobbs 

"   David 

January 

12, 

1752 

David  Towne 
Amos  Wildes 

"   Arclielaus 

" 

44 

' '    Mary 

Februaay 

9, 

Nathan  Hood 

11   Mehetabel 

March 

29, 

Widow  Lucy  Perkins 

lier  Elisha 

" 

44 

Stephen  Gould 

his  Elijah 

April 

5, 

Jenny,  a  Negro  Servau 
widow  Lucy  Perkins 

t  Child  belonging  to  y( 

who  publickly  and  sol- 

emnly Engaged  to  hi 

ing   up    sd   child   in   yc 

Christian  Religion 
John  Pricherd 
Abner  Hale 

May 

24, 

his  Eunice 

June 

7, 

"   Amos 

•  i 

u 

Simon  Gould 

"   Huldah 

" 

H, 

John  Lampson  3d 

44   Anna 

ii 

Ci 

Nathan11  Low 

44   Amos 

k 

28, 

Tho*  Symonds 
Nathan11  Smith 

"   Hepsibah 

July 

5, 

44    Anna 

it 

44 

David  Cuinmings 

"    Archelaus 

ii 

12, 

John  Baker 

44    Priscilla 

44 

ii 

Joseph  Cur  Us 

"  Lydia 

August 

23, 

Tho*  Baker  Junr 

M   Tho* 

44 

30, 

Asa  Pearl ey 

M    Daniel 

October 

1. 

James  Andrew 

"    Robert 

<< 

15, 

Jacob  Gould 
Joseph  Symonds  Junr 

"   Jacob 

« 

44 

«    Sam11 

44 

22, 

W»  oyles 
Joseph  Browne 

"    Lydia    , 

«< 

ii 

»   Sam11 

November 

5, 

Sam11  Towne  Jnnr 

44    Thomas 

44 

»t 

Joseph  Gould  Junr 

44    Elizabeth 

December 

10, 

Eliezer  Gould 

"   Rebekah 

January 

7, 

1753. 

Samson,  a  Negro  Serv1 

man  belonging  to  Doct 

r 

Dexter,  was  baptized 
John  Creed,  of  adult  age 

John  Boardtnaa  '4  Daniel 

Th<y  Moore  44  Mary 

Tho8  Perkins  Jfun*  *4  Elisha 

John  Creed  4t  Joseph 


21, 

February      4. 

ii  « i 

11, 
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Cap4  Tho?  Baker 

his  Rebeekah 

February 

18,  1753 

Israel  Averell 

1C 

Eunice 

(< 

25, 

John  Brndslreet 

" 

Huldah 

14 

1 1 

John  Peabody 

11 

Lucy 

April 

8, 

Lydia  Dwinell,  of  adult  aj. 

fe 

it 

15, 

Thoe  Foster 

his  Abigail 

<< 

22, 

John  Clarke 

<  < 

Hannah 

<< 

29, 

David  Perkins 

<< 

Ezra 

i  < 

M 

Joshua  Towne  Junr 

" 

Lucy 

May 

20, 

Benj™  Bixby 

<( 

Sarah 

«< 

27, 

Benjm  Woodbury 

" 

Daniel 

V 

tt 

Eleazer  Curtis 

<( 

Betty 

June 

3, 

Cornelius  Waldo,   son 

of 

John  &  Elizabeth 

Emerson 

" 

10, 

Jacob  Curtis- 

his 

Jacob 

u 

17, 

Joseph  Perkins 

«( 

Jacob 

it 

24, 

Jacob  Gould 

<c 

Richerd 

M 

" 

Jonathan  Towne 

" 

Jonathan 

" 

ti 

Amos  Wildes 

<  i 

Lois 

July 

22, 

Tho8  Gould 

t< 

Nathan11 

" 

29, 

Mical  Holdgate 

CI 

Sarah 

August 

5, 

Ebenczer  Kilieni 

(1 

Nathan11 

<  < 

«« 

Thos  Edwards 

11 

Abraham 

" 

12, 

Joseph  Edwards 

It 

Andrew 

" 

M 

David  Balch  Junr 

" 

David 

" 

20, 

Sam11  Phippen 

(( 

Sarah 

Scptembei 

16. 

Jonathan  Foster 

CI 

J  on  at  li  an 

" 

23, 

Joseph  Cummings  Junr 

" 

Mary 

M 

M 

Robert  Perkins 

( t 

Ruth 

October 

7, 

Zebulun  Wildes 

II 

Mercy 

" 

u, 

Tho'  Dwinell 

•■ 

Amos 

November 

4,^ 

Bartholomew  Dwinell 

" 

Hannah 

«4 

44 

John  Perkins  Junr 

/  " 

Elizabeth 

it 

18, 

David  Prieherd 

11 

Dolly 

it 

25, 

Nathan11  Smith 

<< 

Jacob 

December 

•> 

■ » 

Deacon  Daniel  Gould 

1 1 

Daniel 

it 

9, 

Thomas  Perkins 

" 

Thomas 

it 

ii 

Joseph  Gould 

it 

Joseph 

*« 

«« 

Daniel  Lake 

II 

Daniel 

January 

it,  tm. 

Richard  Marshall 

1 1 

Jemima 

February 

17. 

John  Gould  . 

" 

Esther 

March 

17. 

Mieall  Holdgate 

" 

Hannah 

•• 

" 

Stephen  Gould 

" 

Stephen 

•• 

'-'4. 

Philip  Neeland  ,hinr 

( i 

Aaron 

" 

31. 
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Abraham  Hobbs 

his  Jonathan 

March 

31,  175* 

John  Bradstrcet 

"    Iluldah 

April 

21, 

John  Le  Favour 

w   Thomas 

M 

<< 

Aaron  Hovey 

i«    ThoS 

<« 

26, 

David  Townc 

"   Eunice 

May 

19, 

Joseph  Hale  3d 

M   Mary 

ii 

26, 

Elijah  Porter 

11    Sarah 

June 

9, 

Nathan  Hood 

"    Susanna 

M 

23, 

John  Lainpson  3d 

11   Elizabeth 

July 

7, 

Joseph  Symonds  Junr 

14    Joseph 

August 

11, 

Jacob  Dwinell 

' '    Pheebe 

" 

18, 

Sarah,  wife  of  Luis  Andrews,  baptized  LORDS 
Day  Evening  in  her  own  House  at  her  re- 
peated Request,  She  appearing  on  ye  Brink  of 
Eternity   and  giving  Christian  Satisfaction 


Elisha  Cummings 

his  Elisha 

Jacob  Curtice 

44    Stephen 

Eliezer  Lake  Junr 

»«    Sarah 

Nathan11  Low 

"    Molly 

Edmund  Putnam 

11   Israel 

Thomas  Moor 

"    Abigail 

John  Hale 

"   Mehetabel 

Jacob  Gould 

M   Ruth 

David  Balch  Junr 

44   Sam" 

Amos  Wildes 

14    Amos 

Moses  Perkins 

44    Moses 

Dcn  Daniel  Gould 

"  Elisha 

Asa  Pearley 

44    Henry 

John  Crce 

44    Asa 

Wm  Stickuey 

44    Eunice 

Sam11  Townc  Junr 

"   Ricberd 

Joseph  Magery 

"   Sarah 

(also  Majory) 

■ 

Jeremiah  Gallop,  of  adult  age 

Tho"  Foster 

his  Ebenezer 

John  Clark 

11    Mary 

Jonathan  Foster 

44   Moses 

Ebenezer  Averell 

44   David 

Eli  Townc 

44   Elizabeth 

Nathan11  Smith 

44    Miriam 

Benjamin  Woodbury 

,;    Aaron 

Paul  Pricherd 

44    Amos 

■  >             it 

14   Jeremiah 

Daniel  Black 

44    Abigail 

September  15, 
29, 

October        6, 
13, 
Novm  17, 

December     Ba 
February      9,  1755. 

16, 


23, 


March  2d, 

16, 


April 


6, 
13, 


20, 


May 
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wh  Baptisms  (proceeding  three)  wr  administered 
in  Boxford  Meeting  House  lrt  Chh : 


Robert  Perkins               his  Hannah 

June 

I* 

Joseph  Towne  Junr           "   Deborah 

<  t 

8th 

Benjm  Bayley                    "  Mary 

11 

ii 

James  Andrews                 "   James 

ii 

15th 

Thomas  Baker  Junr          "    Sarah 

<( 

II 

Israel  Ilerrick                    "    Elizabeth 

(C 

<< 

A  rebel  a  us  Dwinell            "   Archelaus 

(( 

29fh 

Peter  Robinson                  "Sarah 

" 

ii 

"   John 

" 

<  i 

Ebenezer  Killem                "    Hannah 

July 

13, 

Enoch  Perkins                   "   Johu 

l  E 

*>, 

Isaac  Perkins                     "   Robert 

II 

27, 

Tho8  Perkins,  Jnnr            "    Sarah 

August 

24, 

George  Dwindles  Child,  upon  ye  accouut 

of 

his  grand  Parents 

Septeinbei 

2S, 

Samu  Phippen                   his  Rnth 

November 

9, 

Joseph  Cummings  Jnnr     "   Jonathan 

ii 

4i 

Simon  Gould                      "    Simon 

(< 

IS, 

Israel  Davis                       "    Hannah 

ii 

23, 

John  Le  Favour                 "   Lydia 

December 

~ 

David  Pricherd                 "  Eli 

" 

u 

Tho*  Perkins                      "    William 

" 

14, 

Bartholomew  Dwinell      "   Micai 

t  c 

ti 

Cap1  Thos  Baker                "   Martha 

" 

21, 

William  Gallop,  of  adnlL  age  and  srl  Gallo] 

s        " 

Children,  viz,                       Susanna 

C  t 

u 

Rebekah 

II 

1 1 

Hepsibah 

" 

ti 

William 

1 1 

«t 

Mary 

(( 

" 

*              Love 

11 

ii 

Sam11  Tapley  and  Abiel  his  wife,  and  Sam'1 

their 

youngest  Son 

M 

18, 

John  Baker                      his  Johu 

January 

4'\ 

Timothy  Dorman               "    Eunice 

<< 

" 

Iluldah  Tapley       \ 

Alexander  Tapley  I  of  adult  age 

ii 

tt 

Hannah  Marstin    J 

Elijah  Port  or                     Iti  1  Dorothy 

11 

11, 

Isaac  Perkins                   "  Isaac 

•  • 

'• 

Tho*  Andrew                    "   Lucy 

i< 

18, 

Joseph  Gould                     •■    Daniel 

•  » 

•  • 

1755. 


175$. 
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of  adult  ase 


Jabez  Towne  Junr  his  Lydia 

Mary  Cree 

Sarah  Cree 

Phebee  Towne 

Alice,  an  Indian  woman, 

Eliezer  Curtis  Junr 

one  week  Day  &  in  a  private  House,  he  being 

sick. 
John  Bradstreet  his  Sarah 

Prudence    Town&s 


Anna  Towne  & 
Francis  Towne 
John  Boardman 
Benjm  Bixby 
Wm.  Gallop 


of  adult 


his  Eunice 
"  Dudley 
w  Elizabeth 
Molly  Hood,  a  child,  upon  Joseph  Hovey  & 
wifes  account,  who  engaged   to  bring 
her  up  in  y*  christian  Religion. 


his  Amos 
"  John 
"  A  rebel  a  us 
"  Esther 

dult  age 


Archelaus  Dwinell 
Arclielaus  Kea 

it  ( t 

Jonathan  Towne 
Kicherd  Cree  -\ 
John  Bac  k  I  of  a 

Mical  Holdg&te  J 

Joshua  Towne  Junr  his  Joshua 

Tho*  Perkins  8'1  M  Archelaus 

David  Balch  Juur  "  Israel 

Francis  Satchel  1  "  John 

John  Gould  "  Elizabeth 

Stephen  Gould  "  Abner 

Abraham  Hobbs  "  Elijah 

David  Perkins  "  David 

Israel  Averell  "  Israel 

Jacob  Curtice  "  Lemuel 

Archelaus  Kea  "  Caleb 

Eliezer  Gould  "  Bezalecl 

Joseph  Hale  8*  "  Joseph 

Kicherd  Marshall  "  Nathan" 

Moses  Perkins  "  Elijah 

Moses  Peark-y  "   Sarah 

at  Rowley  2d  Chh. 

Enoch  Perkins  "  Rebeckah 

by  iu'.  Chanter  at  Tops  field. 

Stephen  Perkins  his  Dorothy 


January  18,  1756. 


20, 


February  llt, 


February  8th, 

29, 
March      7, 


March    28, 
<(  << 

April         4, 
<  1  <« 

<<  11 

11, 


May 


25, 
0, 

M 

16, 

June         13, 
' '  L'  7 , 

July         11, 
ii  << 

18, 
25, 

August       1. 

15, 
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Stephen  Perkins 

his  Mary 

August 

15,  1750 

Jacob  Perkins  3d 

"  Rachel 

Septembe 

r  5, 

Isaac  Estey 

11  Stephen 

<  i 

12, 

Aaron  Hovey 

"  Ivory 

<( 

19, 

Jacob  Wildes 

"  Lydia 

41 

" 

Abner   Hale 

44  Lucy 

October 

3, 

Jacob  Dwiuell 

"  Ruth 

» 

17, 

Jolm  Lampson  3d 

"  John 

(  c 

44 

Daniel  Lake 

11  Enos 

1 1 

31, 

Tho'  Moor 

11  Hannah 

44 

44 

John  Perkins  Jnnr 

44  John 

Novembc 

r  28, 

Richerd  Cree 

"  Rebeckah 

" 

44 

Joseph  Hale  Junr 

"  Susanna 

December 

;12- 

Stephen  Symonds 

"  Mary 

i  ( 

44 

Widow  Abigail  Edwards  her  Mehetabcl 

11 

ii 

Eliczer  Lake  Junr 

his  Robert 

January 

2,   1757 

Nathan11  Smith 

44  Nathan11 

" 

», 

Jacob  Gonld 

44  Elizabeth 

44 

44 

Jonathan  Eoster 

44  Dorcas 

44 

16, 

Solomon  Gonld 

"  David 

February 

27. 

Cap1  Israel  Herrick 

11  Mary 

March 

G, 

Widow  Eunice  (?)  Dwi- 

ncll 

her  Susanna 

44 

20, 

Daniel  Kimball 

his  Nathan11 

April 

10, 

Joseph  Majory 

"  Joseph 

44 

21. 

Ebenezcr  Aver  ell 

"  Elijah 

May 

20, 

John  Lc— -Favour 

"   Amos 

June 

5, 

Paul  Pricherd 

14  Pearley 

44 

12, 

Retia  Bacon 

"  Susanna 

July 

17. 

baptized  at  Boxf  ord. 

Decon  Daniel  Gould 

44  Lucy 

i« 

31. 

Amos  Wildes 

11  Asa 

ii 

M 

John  Crce 

"  Elizabeth 

44 

44 

(above  three)  by  mr 

Chanter  \vr  baptized 

Will1"  Oils 

his  Lydia 

August 

7 

Robert  Perkins 

»•  Lydia 

44 

44 

Benjm  Bayley 

u  Susanna 

44 

14. 

Will™  Hood 

14  Amos 

i> 

21, 

Jacob  Kimball 

44  Benjm 

u 

44 

Benj,n  Woodbury 

M  John 

44 

28, 

Bartholomew  Dwiuell 

"  Sarah 

Septemb* 

4. 

Jabcz  Towne  -lunr 

"  Hoses 

'• 

11. 

Michael  Chute 

"  Joseph 

ii 

25, 

baptised  at  Newbury 
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Joseph  Knight 

his  John 

October 

2, 

Paul  Aver  ell 

"  Joseph 

44 

(( 

Joseph  Hutchinson 

"  Joseph 

" 

ci 

Bimsley  Peabody 

"  Bimsley 

tt 

ii 

Amos  Curtis 

"  Rachel 

u 

<  ( 

Daniel  Peabody 

"  Dorothy 

ci 

«( 

baptized  at  Middlcton 

(above  six) 

Thos  Perkins 

his  Jemima 

(< 

ii 

Cap1  Israel  Davis 

"  Israel 

tt 

16, 

John  Peabody 

"  Hannah 

(< 

(( 

John  Hood 

"  Eunice 

<< 

23, 

John  Grant 

44  Prudence 

44 

1 1 

Timothy  Dor  man 

"  Timothy 

44 

30 

Elijah  Porter 

"  Hannah 

Novembei 

•  c, 

Joseph  Gould 

"  Priscilla 

" 

13, 

Thos  Kimball 

"  Huldah 

December 

4, 

Joseph  Cumings  Junr 

44  Hannah 

January 

8, 

Simon  Gould 

V  Elijah 

March 

5, 

Sarah  Daughter  of  Joh 

n  and  Elizabeth 

Emerson. 

" 

12: 

Pelatiah  Cummings 

his  Pelatiah 

<< 

<< 

Nathan11  Low 

"  Molly 

(< 

2fi 

John  Bradstreet 

11  Lucy 

April 

2, 

Stephen  Gould 

"  Eunice 

" 

" 

Nathan11  Smith 

11  Ruth 

" 

0, 

Moses  Perkins 

"  Tho8 

i< 

ii 

Eliezer  Gould 

"  Jcdidiah 

" 

16, 

Jonathan  Towne 

"  Amos 

it 

30, 

Jonathan  Bixby 

"  David 

May 

17, 

1757. 


Baptized  on  a  week  Day  in  yc  2d  Parrish  in 
Boxford  in  a  Private  House,  ye  child  being 
sick.     Also  baptized. 
Stephen  Emery  his  Betty 

sd  Emery  going  in  to  ye  War. 


175S. 


Sam11  Phippen                   his  Jonathan- 

At  water  " 

2P« 

James  Andrews 

4    Amasa 

44 

:V!» 

Stephen  Symonds 

11    Martha 

June 

4. 

Bonjm  Bixby 

1    Euos 

ii 

11, 

John  Baker 

1    Moses 

<  c 

25, 

Jacob  Dwinell 

!    Abigail 

July 

9, 

Tho"  DwineU 

•    Hannah 

44 

K 

Arcbelaus  Rea 

\   Mary 

August 

20, 

Isaac  Estey 

«    Abigail 

Septcwbe 

r  io, 

John  Lampsou  3d 

4    Abigail 

" 

1/. 

Joseph  Hale  3d 

'  '  Hannah 

October 

s, 
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Retia  Bacon 

his  Molly 

October 

8, 

Daniel  Kimball 

44   John 

»' 

22, 

Stephen  Perkins 

"   Abigail 

Hoy* 

12, 

Fuller 

44   John 

(< 

2G, 

baptized  at  Middleton. 

Jacob  Kimball 

"   Mehetabel 

Decembr 

3, 

Tho8  Moor 

"   Elizabeth 

44 

" 

Thos  Gould  Junr 

"   Doreas 

4< 

44 

Widow  Martha  Dvdnell  her  Jonathan 

44 

10, 

Wm  Gallop 

his  Amos 

44 

24, 

Amos  Wildes 

"   Dudley 

January 

"> 

David  Balch  Junr 

"   Thos 

February 

4, 

Tho9  Kimball 

"   Sarah 

«4 

» 

Zebulun  Wildes 

44    Ezra 

March 

4, 

Deacon  Daniel  Gould 

11    Sam11 

" 

11, 

John  Peabody 

M   Mehetabel 

44 

44 

Thos  Baker  Junr 

w   Olive 

April 

1. 

John  Le— Favour 

s«   Ruth 

u 

8, 

Jacob  Goald 

"   Edna 

u 

ii 

Sam11  Cummings 

11    Sarah 

(1 

15, 

Abraham  Hobbs 

11   Susanna 

II 

22, 

David  Terkiiis 

"   Mercy 

(( 

ii 

James  Burch 

11   Jedidiah 

May 

6, 

Solomon  Gould 

•<   Ruth 

(< 

13, 

Joseph  Cummings  Junr 

"   Mehetabel 

ii 

1 1 

Abner  Curtis 

44   Abner 

44 

20, 

baptized  at  Boxford 

1*  chh. 

Thos  Perkins 

his  Rebeckah 

June 

3, 

ye  last  Child  baptized 

in  ye  old  Meeting 

House. 

Elijah  Bradstreel 

his  Elizabeth 

44 

24, 

Eliezer  Gould 

M   Aholiab 

July 

16. 

baptized  in  Private  y 

e  Child  apprehended  to 

be  dangerously  ilk 

Sam11  Towne  Junr 

his  Enos 

August 

12, 

Joseph  Gould 

11    Sarah 

44 

26. 

John  Cree 

44   Cornelius 

Septembr 

16, 

Daniel  Lake 

"   Henry 

11 

23, 

Wm  Hood 

44    Lydia 

October 

11, 

Benjm  Bixby 

44   Asa 

November 

25, 

Joseph  Magory 

44    Hannah 

44 

44 

Benj,n  Bay  ley 

"    Mehetabel 

December 

53, 

Joseph  Andrew 

4i   Hepsibah 

January 

13,  1 

Bartholomew  D"\vinell 

44    Lucy 

•4 

»« 

John  Hood 

44   John 

March 

•> 

1<oB. 


1759. 


1760. 
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Tho"  Poster 
Eliezer  Lake  Junr 
- — —  Smith 


his  Mehetabel 
"   Mehetabel 
"   Mary 
2d  Parrish. 

his  Lydia 
"   Daniel 
"   Lydia 
"   Moses 
11   Abigail 
"    Robert 
"    Sam11 
"    Sarah 
"   Kezia 
"    Joseph 
44    Enoch 
"    Eunice 
11    Hannah 
Holyoak  (above  two) 

his  David 


baptized  at  Rowley 
Beivjm  Woodbury 
Jacob  Perkins  Junr 
Pelatiah  Cummings 
Tho3  Perkins 
John  Lampson  3d 
Robert  Perkins 
Wm  Jewett 
Daniel  Aver  ell 
Amos  Perkins 
Joseph  Lystia  (?) 
Enoch  Perkins 
John  Bradstreet 
Isaac  Estey, 

baptized  by  M1 
David  Kenney 

baptized  at  Middleton. 
John  Le-Pavour  "   Wm 

baptized  at  Topsfleld  by  Mr  Smith. 
Thos  Howlett  his  Sarah 

Molly  Hoopper,  of  adult  age,  upon  owing   ye 

Co\rt  was  baptized  :  also  a 
Negro  Serv*  Child,  named  Dinah,   y°  Master 

and  Mistress  Engaging  to  instruct  sd  child  in 

yc  Christian  Religion. 


March 

2,  17G0 

<( 

16, 

April 

6, 

(i 

13, 

<< 

20, 

« 

27, 

May 

4, 

" 

11, 

June 

1. 

<( 

8, 

(« 

22, 

August 

3, 

<( 

10, 

17, 


September  28, 


October      12, 
19, 


Richard  Cree 

his  Stephen 

Decembei 

88, 

Deacon  Daniel  Gould 

"    Lydia 

January 

11,  1761 

Jeremiah  Dodge 

"    Abigail 

Pebr>' 

1, 

Joseph  Towne 

"   Elizabeth 

it 

22, 

Jacob  Gould 

11    Susanna 

ii 

ti 

Jacob  Kimball 

11   Jacob 

(< 

tt 

Tho"  Moors 

44   Lois 

March 

1, 

Danu  Lake 

44   Jonathan 

ti 

22, 

Joseph  Gould 

44    Mary 

<t 

29, 

Thos  Baker  Juur 

44    Mary 

April 

It. 

David  Balch  Junr 

44   Tho" 

44 

tt 

Moses  Perkins 

44   David 

14 

tt 

baptized  by  mr  Holyoak  (above  three) 
Ceesar,  a  Nqgro  Servant  Child,   belonging   to 
Sam11  Cuminings:  y  Master  &  Mistress  en- 


19, 


gaging  to  instruct 

god/ 


and  bring  up  y°  child  for 
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Tho8  Gould  JunT 

his 

Anna 

May 

17,  17G1 

John  Jacobs 

«( 

Mary 

June 

14. 

Thos  Dwinell 

" 

Molly 

July 

20, 

Jn°  Fraser 

<« 

Elizabeth 

August 

1G, 

baptized  at  Byfleld. 

Joseph  Cuniinings 

M 

Elijah 

Scptembr 

27, 

Jonathan  Towne 

c< 

Pheebe 

October 

4, 

Nathan11  Duston 

(< 

Ebenezer 

44 

18. 

Anios  Bayley 

i  t 

Ednah 

«< 

<  < 

ft               ti 

tt 

Woodbridge 

ii 

tt 

Amos  Page 

<  < 

Parker 

44 

1 1 

(<        (< 

" 

Abia 

44 

1 1 

Ebenezer  Mitchell 

it 

Esther 

<  < 

44 

Timothy  Eaton 

a 

Timothy 

44 

•• 

baptized  in  Haverhill 

West  Parish. 

(above  seven) 

Dan"  Kimball 

his  Eunice 

Novbr 

1, 

Francis  Towne 

<( 

Lydia 

Decembr 

•i 

Wm  Gallop 

<( 

Enos 

" 

13, 

Thos  Hewlett 

it 

Lydia 

i< 

4* 

Davis  Howlett 

i< 

Cornelius 

44 

27, 

Eicherd  Lang 

" 

Benj,n 

February 

G,  1762 

baptized  at  Salem 

Wm  Hood 

" 

Susanna 

44 

21, 

baptized  (by)  M*  Jlolyoak 

Ensign  Solomon  Gould  his  Amos 

ii 

28, 

Stephen  Hovey 

" 

Aaron 

March 

14. 

Isaac  Perkins 

<  i 

Pheebe 

44 

11, 

Thos  Foster 

" 

Dan11 

(« 

1 1 

John  Hood 

<< 

Sam11 

44 

28, 

Bartholomew  Dwinell 

ii 

Bartholomew 

44 

4> 

Tho8  Perkins  Junr 

ii 

Danu 

April 

4, 

Amos  Wildes 

«i 

Jamme 

it 

11, 

Jn°  Clough 

ii 

Jnrt 

" 

25, 

Tho9  Perkins 

" 

Susanna 

May 

V»f 

Benjm  Bixby 

»< 

George 

44 

1 1 

Solomon  Gould  Junr 

ii 

Nathan11 

t> 

44 

Sam11  Cu  minings 

44 

David 

<• 

23, 

Nathan11  Low 

44 

Jonathan 

June 

20, 

Robert  Perkins 

44 

Asa 

44 

44 

Dun11  Averell 

ii 

Dan11 

44 

•• 

John  Le-Favour 

«' 

Sarah 

July 

4, 

J  n°  Peabod  [y] 

44 

Jn° 

" 

18, 

J u°  Baker  Junr 

tt 

Mary 

" 

.\' . 

baptized  (by)   Mr  Chanlei4. 
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Thos  Wildes 
David  Towne 
Jeremiah  Foster 
Jacob  Hazen 


his  Jacob 
"   Tho" 
"   Joshua 
"   Jacob 


baptized  at  Boxford,  1st  Parrisli. 


Peletiah  Cummings 
Elijah  Clarke 
Tho"  Hodgdon 
John  Lampson  Junr 
Deacon  Dan11  Gould 
Eliezer  Lake  Junr 
Benjm  Bay  ley- 
Isaac  Averell 
David  Balch  Junr 
Thos  Moor 
Joseph  Gould 
Thos  Gould  Junr 
Jacob  Kimball 
Francis  Towne 
John  Jacobs 
Wm  Hood 
Joseph  Andrews 
Sam11  Towne  Junr 
John  Herrick 
Timothy  Eaton 


his 


Mehetabel 

Humphrey 

Rebekah 

Ruth 

Ruth 

Joseph 

Benjm 

Elijah 

Richerd 

Deborah 

Emerson 

Benjm 

Priscilla 

Pheebe 

Sarah 

Moses 

Joseph 

Mary 

Anna 

James 


baptized  in  yc  West  Parrish  in  Haverhill. 


Danu  Reddington 
Elijah  Clarke 
Richurd  Cree 
Tho8  Howlett 
Archelaus  Rea 
Stephen  Foster  Junr 
Dau11  Hood 
Dan11  Kimball 

baptized  by  ye  Revd  m1 
Nathan  Hood  Junr 
Bartholomew  Dwinell 
Davis  Howlett 
Cap1  Tho8  Cummings 
Joseph  Cummings 
Sam11  Brad  st  root 
Amos  Perkins 
Stephen  Hovey 
Peter  Chevcr 

baptized  at  Salem. 


his  Dan11 

44   Mary 

44   Molly 

44    Elizabeth 

"   Uzziel 

"    Nathan" 

11   Lucy 

11   Dudley 

Holyoake. 
his  Nathan11 

M    Anna 

M   Molly 

11   Israel 

44    Amos 

"  SamH 

11    Betty 

44    Mary 

44   Peter  Osgood 


September  26,  17G2. 
October       17, 
24, 


31, 


Novembci 

K, 

4« 

28, 

Decembei 

5, 

(< 

12, 

<« 

10, 

(< 

26, 

January 

2,  1763 

t  < 

16, 

44 

23, 

<( 

30, 

March 

13, 

April 

10, 

44 

24, 

May 

22, 

44 

29, 

June 

19, 

July 

31, 

August 

14, 

September 

4, 

<( 

11, 

October 

16. 

44 

23, 

November 

«j, 

27, 

December     4, 

IS, 

n  << 

25, 

M  M 

January    8,  17«<( 
February  12, 
March     4, 

18, 
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Joseph  Perkins  his  Jacob 

Stephen  Towne  Junr  and 
Sarah,  wife  of  Elijah  Dwinell, 
both  of  adult  age :  also 


March         25,  176-,'. 
April  15, 


John  Le-Favour 

his  Joseph 

<  < 

ii 

Sam11  Harris  Junr 

44  Sarah 

" 

<  t 

Thos  Perkins 

44  Dan11 

•  ( 

22, 

Tho8  Cummings  Junr 

"  Jonah 

44 

44 

Sam11  Cree  and 

" 

29, 

Stephen  Perkins  Juu1" 

44 

ii 

both  of  adult  age 

Thos  Perkins  Junr 

"  Israel 

May 

20, 

David  Balch  Junr 

11  Wm 

44 

27, 

John  Baker  Junr 

"  John 

July 

8, 

John  Peabody 

"  Mehetabel 

August 

12, 

Daniel  Lake 

"  Nathan 

44 

19, 

Solomon  Curtis 

"  Sam11 

" 

26, 

by  mr  Chandler 

Jacob  Gould 

'*  Jacob 

September  9, 

Edmund  Towne 

44  Edmund 

<( 

23, 

John  Clough 

"  Oliver 

i< 

44 

by  mr  Lcsslie  (above  two) 

I  baptized  at  Newbury-Port 

Benjra  Moody 

his  Benjra  & 

i« 

ii 

Riclierd — 

"  Richerd 

44 

ii 

Peter  Emerson 

"  Abigail 

October 

14, 

James  Chase 

"  Sarah 

" 

44 

Enoch  Herrimau 

11  Sarah 

it 

ii 

John  Bradley 

44  Mary 

ti 

M 

baptized  at  Haverhill  West  Parrish. 

Johu  Balch               * 

his  Coruelius 

ii 

91 

-  *  » 

i<         <( 

"  Roger 

44 

44 

it         {< 

"  Rebekah 

44 

♦  « 

Benjm  Bixby 

11  Rachel 

N 

44 

Isaac  Avercll 

11  Joseph 

Nov  cm  be 

r  4, 

Tho9  Gould  Junr 

11  Anna 

" 

11, 

Pelatiah  Cummings 

"  Sarah 

Decembe 

t   1, 

Solomon  Gould 

44  Solomon 

44 

10. 

Dan11  Hood 

M  Jacob 

January 

IS,  1768 

Joseph  Gould 

44  John 

44 

27 

Tho*  Moor 

44  Tko* 

<< 

«« 

John  Jacobs 

»  Rebekah 

11 

Nathan  lloo>\  Junr 

11  Nathan 

March 

10, 

Tho"  Howlett 

"  John 

•• 

17. 

Amos  Porter 

44  Lydia 

April 

< . 
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Joseph  Perkins 

his  Anna 

May 

19,  17G 

Thos  Perkins 

"  Rachel 

June 

2 

Joseph  Perkins 

"  Anna 

" 

44 

Jacob  Kimball 

"  Anna 

i< 

0, 

Francis  Towne 

"  Rebekah 

t( 

it 

Nathan11  Fiske 

"  Nathan11 

a 

(t 

Isaac  Pearl  cy 

"  Isaac 

■' 

23, 

baptized  at  Boxford  first  Parish. 
Thomas  Emerson  his  Billy 

Thomas  Wildes  "  Daniel 

baptized  by  mr  Holyoak. 
John  Lampson  Jnnr 
Stephen  Foster  Junr 
Peter  Chevcr 
Archelaus  Ilayward 

baptized  at  Salem  &  m 

Tops  field 
Dan11  Averell  his  Solomon 

Jacob  Andrews  "  Nathan11 

baptized  at  Boxford  & 

mr  Holyoake  baptized  at  Topsfield 


his  Sarah 
"  Matta 
"  Sam11  and 
"  Archelaus 
Lesslie  baptized  at 


Dan11  Kimball 

Stephen  Hovey 

John  Bradstreet 

Joseph  Andrews 

Abraham  ITobbs  Jnnr 

Thomas  Cummi  ngs 

Benjamin  Bayley 

John  Le-Favour 

Sam11  Bradstreet 

Thomas  Foster 

Thomas  Perkins  Junr 

Widow  Vashti  Curtis 

Sam11  Towne  Junr 

John  May 
(i        ct 

John  May 

Deacon  Dan11   Gould 
Sam11  Harris 
Jeremiah  Towne  Jnn* 
Dan11  Roddingtop 
Tho"  Perkins 

also  baptized 
Elizabeth  Robinson  of 


his  Joseph 
"  Abigail 
"  Dudley 
44  Salome 
"  Elizabeth 
•'  Joseph 
"  Dinah 
"  Amos 
"  Ruth 
11  Thomas 
'•*  Hannah 
Solomon 
Elizabeth 
"  Abigail 
44  Elizabeth 
"  John 
44  Moses 
44  Mary 
44  Asa 
"  Jacoh 
11  Lydia 

adult  asrc 


her 
his 


August 


25, 
September   8. 

«<  ii 

15, 


« ( 

2i>, 

October 

IS, 

November 

3, 

December 

o-> 

January 

2i"..   1761 

February 

2 

March 

23, 

" 

30, 

April 

13, 

May 

25. 

June 

8, 

44 

22. 

ti 

" 

July 

t, 

Au  trust 

N>, 

October 

12, 

1 
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Tho"  Gould  Juur  bis  So  rah                         November     2,  17<-'i. 

Jacob  Gould  "  Lois 

Daniel  Hood  "  Ruth 

Isaac  Hobbs  "  Sarah 

Archelaus  Ilea  "  Sarah 

Sam11  Perkins  "  Elijah 

Philip  Thomas  "  Mary 

Philip  Thomas  "  Francis                        January     25,   1707. 

Joseph  Gould  "  Cornelius 

Pelatiah  Cummings  "  Isaac 

Daniel  A vercU  "  Joanna 

Daniel  Lake  "  Sarah 

Thomas  Howlett  "  Mary 

Wra  Hood  "  Aaron 

Nathan11  Pearley  "  Mehetahel 

baptized  at  B oxford  first  Parish. 

Benjamin  Marshall  his  Mary                            May             17, 

Jacob  Goodhue  "  Anna                                 "              " 

"  "  Martha 

Jonathan  Cogswell  "  Hannah                          "             M 

"               "  "  Benjamin                          "               " 

baptized  at  Cbebacoo,  in  Ipswich. 

Jonathan  Tov/ne  his  Jcrfidiah                         "            24, 

baptized  at  Boxford  first  Parish; 

ml  Hovey  baptized  at  Topsfield 

Nathan11  Fisk  his  Rath 


November 

2, 

<: 

9t 

it 

it 

ii 

16, 

<( 

23, 

<  ( 

30, 

" 

<  ( 

January 

25, 

February 

1, 

March 

15, 

«i 

22, 

it 

ii 

April 

5, 

ii 

12, 

John  Bacho.Ucr  Jimr 

"  Lydia 

81, 

Nathan11  A vur ell  Junr 

"  Nathan"    Perkins 

June 

14, 

Thomas  Wildes 

»  Huldah 

" 

2S, 

Sam11  Bradst  Met 

■■  Elijah 

July 

5, 

Isaac  Aver  ell 

"  Isaac 

August 

0. 

Joseph  Perkins 

"  Henry 

M 

23, 

baptized  by   mr  Ilolyoke. 

Jacob  Kimball 

his  Lucy 

Septembei 

1, 

Sam11  Cummings 

11  M  eh  e  Label 

11 

M 

Francis  Tcnvne 

"  Francis 

1 1 

•  « 

Nathan11  Hood  Jimr 

"  Enos 

•• 

18, 

Davis  Howlett 

"  Martha 

ii 

» < 

Aaron  Estcy  JuuT 

"  Joseph 

«« 

it 

Abraham  Hobbs  Junr 

«■  Lydia 

ic 

27. 

Sam11  Pei  kins 

'«  Dolly 

October 

18, 

Robert  Perkins 

"  Mehctabel 

\'o\  t>mbei 

Isaac  Hobbs 

11   Elijah 

January 

84 ,  17 

i8. 

John  Batcheller  Jun» 

"  John 

" 

K 

I 
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Jacob  Hobbs  his  Jacob  February    21,  17C 

icherd  Potter  "  Lydia  March  C, 

artholomewDwiuell       "  Huldah  "  27, 

Baptized  in  Salem,  in  yc  Chh   yl   belonged  to 
ye  j>evd  mr  Huntington  lately  deceased  : 


Benjm  Peal 

his  Hannah  and 

April 

17, 

Edmund  Bickford 

"  Nathan11 

" 

44 

Solomon  Gould 

"  Mchetabel 

May 

8, 

Tho"  Perkins  Junr 

"  Israel 

" 

15, 

Nathaniel  Thomas 

"  Esther 

" 

22, 

Thomas  Cummings 

"  Thomas 

" 

29, 

Thomas  Perkins 

"  Zacheus 

June 

10, 

John  Baker  Junr 

"  Thomas 

" 

" 

John  Balch  Junr 

"  Sarah 

<  t 

" 

Cap1  Wra  Peabody 

"  Molly 

July 

17, 

baptized  at  Middleton. 

Eliezer  Lake  Jnnr 

"  Elizabeth 

ii 

31, 

Jacob  Towue 

"  Jacob 

" 

" 

baptized  by  mr  Holy 

oke  (above  two) 

Joseph  Hood 

his  Sarah 

August 

14, 

John  Lampson  Junr 

"  Lois 

11 

28, 

John  May 

"   Elizabeth 

<  t 

" 

Asa  Smith 

"    Stephen 

<  i 

" 

Richerd  Tenney 

44    Richerd 

Septembei 

11, 

baptized  at  Rowley  2 

(1  Parrish. 

mr  Chanler  baptized 

in  Tops  field 

John  Hood 

his  Esther 

" 

Thomas  Moore 

'*  Josiah 

ii 

18, 

Thomas  Emerson 

"  Thomas 

«• 

" 

Thomas  Howlett 

"  Allice 

October 

10, 

baptized  at  Boxford  first  Parrish. 

Richerd  Cree 

his  Joshua 

December 

4, 

by  mr  Leslie.. 

» 

Jacob  Gould 

H  Sarah 

N 

18, 

Philip  Thomas 

44   Dudley 

i  < 

25, 

Joseph  Gould 

"    Sarah 

February 

5,  17 

a 

Thomas  Gould  Junr 

"    Thomas 

March 

5, 

Sam"  Perkins 

44    Dudley 

ti 

12, 

Dan11  Keddington 

44   John 

«t 

44 

Abraham  Hobbs  Junr 

11    Salome 

ii 

44 

Pelatiah  Cmniniugs 

•l   Abigail 

11 

19, 

Francis  Towue 

"    Sarah 

44 

K, 

John  Dwiuell  of  adult  r 

ge 

April 

0. 
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Joseph  Perkins 

his  Jabesh 

April 

9,  17C0. 

Samuel  Towne  JunT 

"    Allen 

May 

7, 

Isaac  Hobbs 

"   Priscilla 

« 

28, 

Samuel  Bradstreet 

"   Elijah 

June 

4, 

Nathan  Hood  Junr 

"    Thomas    ^ 

"   Amos        rtWiM 

" 

ii 

David  Balch  Junr 

11   Joshua 

»« 

11, 

baptized  by  mr  Holy 
Deacon  John  Patch 
John  Brown 

oake. 
his  Joseph 
"   Martha 

M 

18, 

Edward  Lampson 

"    Daniel 

fl 

ii 

George  Adams 

"    Hannah 

" 

" 

David  Thompson 
Ezra  Knowlton 

"   Jacob 
11   Ezra 

t ( 

i, 

Andrew  Dodge 

"    Sarah 

" 

M 

baptized  at  Ipswich  Hamlett  (above  seven) 
Benjamin  Bayley             his  Billy 
Samuel  Cree                       "    Samuel 

» 

25, 

Moses  Perkins 

"    Daniel 

July 

10, 

Aaron  Estey  Junr 

"    Hannah 

August 

c, 

baptized  by  mr  Lessl 
Nathanail  Fiske 

ie. 

"   John 

it 

■0, 

Daniel  Avercll 

"    Solomon 

<( 

27, 

Bartholomew  Dwinell 

"    Lydia 

Septerabei 

10. 

John  Olough 

11    Nathan11 

October 

l«                          i 

11 

"   Eunice 

ii 

;; 

Isaac  Averell 

"    Moses 

ii 

Joseph  Hood 
Thomas  Moot 

"   Joseph 
"   Josiah 

November 
December 

10, 

John  Peabody 
John  Gould  Junr 

"    Ebenezer 
"    Nabby 

it 

17. 
81, 

Jacob  Kimball 

V    Lydia 

January 

18,  1770. 

baptized  by  mr  Hol\ 
Thomas  Perkins 

oke. 
his  Reuben 

February 

•-■:.. 

Daniel  Rood 

11    Daniel 

" 

M 

John  Batcheller  Junr 

"   Joseph 

Ma  roll 

18, 

Asa  Smith 

"    Asa 

■1 

'.?:». 

Benjamin  Kimball 

"    Abraham 

April 

s. 

Thomas  Cummings 

"    Nathan11 

June 

M, 

Henry  Bradstreet 

"    Henry 

July 

18, 

E'.islia  Perkins 

'•    EUsha 

•::' 

Archelaus  Rea 

*'   Anna 

August 

18, 

Isaac  Ilobbs 

"    Isaac 

M 

M 
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Robert  Balch  his   Hannah 

Stephen  Perkins  Junr        "    Richerd 
Jacob  Dwinell  "   Eunice 

baptized  at  Boxford  first  Parish. 
Abraham  How  Junr        his  Abraham 

baptized  at  Line  Brook. 

Mr  Lesslie  baptized  at  Topsfield 


Jacob  Gould 
John  Baker  Jun1 


his  Kezia 
"   Ebenezer^ 
»    Emerson  }twiDS 
"   Ezra 
"    Hannah 
"    Adam 
"   Israel 
"   Edna 
"    Eunice 


Thomas  Gould  Junr 
Joseph  Perkins 
Daniel  Rerldington 
Jacob  Dwinell  Junr 
Aquila  Wilkins 
Abner  Wilkins 

baptized  at  Middleton  (above  two) 
John  Peabody  his  Molly 

Moses  Perkins  "   Anna 

Oliver  Tpwne  of  adult  age 
Jedidiah  Peabody  his  Mary 

baptized  at  Boxford. 
Thomas  Emerson  "  John 

Thomas  Perkins  Junr  "  Peggy 
Benjamin  Bixby  Jnnr  "  Sarah 
Henry  RrncMveet  "   Nathan11 

Pelatiah  Ciiinmings  "   Abigail 

baptized  by  mr  Holyoake. 
Joseph  Gould  his  Abigail 

Bartholomew  Dwinell  "  Mical 
Amos  Perkins  "    Sarah 

baptized  by  mr  Adams  (above  two) 


Samuel  Clarke 

'■   Anna 

Stephen  Towne  Junr 

"    Enos 

Sam11  Bradslreet 

11   John 

Cornelius  Balcli 

"   Nahby 

Philip  Thomas 

11    Eunice 

Sam11  Perkins 

'«    Molly 

Daniel  Hood 

*•   Abner 

Robert  Baleh 

"    Robert 

Joseph  Hood 

"    Dorcas 

Nathan"  biske 

"    Lydia 

Asahel  Smith 

"   Jesse 

August        19,  1770. 
September    9, 
23, 

October      28, 


December  23, 
it  « < 

March  17,  1771 


April 


May 

12, 

June 

2, 

" 

9, 

July 

21, 

« 

28, 

August 

11, 

" 

25, 

October 

fi. 

i  < 

13, 

ii 

27, 

November 

17, 

D  ecembr 

1, 

1^ 

15, 

44 

22, 

February 

2.  1 

«« 

10, 

«' 

23. 

March 
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Asahel  Smith 

his  Priscilla 

March 

8;  17;  j 

(«            it 
Oliver  Perkins 

J1   Joseph 

"    Oliver 

" 

M 

Joseph  Andrews 
Benjm  Kimball 

"   Ephraim 

"    Hannah 

April 

12, 

Abraham  Hobbs  Junr 
Jacob  Kimball 

"  Abraham 

"  David 

April 

19, 

2G,  1771. 

Isaac  Hobbs 

"  Priscilla 

<< 

Isaac  Averell 
John  Curtice 

"  Phebe 
"  Sarali 

May 

3, 

10, 

baptized  at  Boxford, 
Isaac  Dempsy 

baptized  at  Dan  vers. 
Asa  Smith 
John  Gould  Junr 

1st  Parrish. 
his  Frances 

"  Molly 
"  Becka 

(i 

17, 

24, 
31, 

Molly,  wife  of  Samuel 
their  Child,  Sam11 

Page,  &  also 

baptized 

June 

28, 

Thomas  Moor 

"  Sarah 

July 

B| 

John  Balch  Junr 

(  t                      4  ( 

"  Mehetabel 
"  Martlia 

}  Uvins 

M 

« 

Stephen  Perkins  Juur 
Dan11  Clarke 

"  Nabby 
"  Elijah 

it 

August 

12, 

ye    ordinance    administered   tit  sd 

Clarke1 

House  yc  Child    being  dangerously 
Solomon  Gould                his  Martha 

ill. 

Septembe 

r  13, 

Joseph  Perkins 

li  Elisha 

October 

11, 

Joseph  Browne  Junr 
Jacob  Dwinell  Junr 

"    Molly 
"  Anna 

ii 

is. 

Oliver  Perkins 

M  Lucy 

November 

s, 

John  Batcheller 

M  Anna 

•■ 

15, 

Abel  Perkins 

"  Jacob 

" 

M 

Richerd  Foster 

11  Dorcas 

Decemb* 

0, 

baptized  at  Boxford  Urst  Parrish. 
John  Peabody                   his  Lucy 

Jauuary 

17,  177.;. 

Thomas  Gould 

11  Mercy 

11 

Henry  Brad  street 

4«  Daniel 

February 

14, 

Isaac  Dempsy 

"  Hannah 

Mareh 

14, 

baptized  at  Dan  vers. 
Solomou  Dodge  Jun* 
John  Lampson  ,Tunr 

"  Amos 
11  Eunice 

April 

S 

John  Dwinell 

"  Esther 

'• 

25 1 

Sam11  Cree 

u   Moses    -V 

Moliv      I 


twins 


M:.\ 
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1772. 


Pelatiah  Cummings 

his  Oliver 

Jane 

c, 

Thomas  Perkins  Junr 

"  Thomas 

t< 

13, 

by  mr  Lesslic. 

Stephen  Towne  Junr 

•■  Molly 

<( 

27, 

David  Towne  Junr 

"  Ebenezcr 

it 

M 

Moses  Perkins 

"  Sarah 

July 

11, 

A  Negro  servant  Chile 

.  Peter  belonging  to  Lieu 

t 

John  Baker  Junr 

(C 

" 

Isaac  Hobbs 

his  Elisabeth 

August 

8, 

Joseph  Gould 

"  Joseph 

<  t 

29, 

Sam11  Brad  street 

"  Moses 

" 

<  i 

Samu  Fisk 

"  Sam" 

«< 

<  i 

Anna  Towne  of  adult 

age 

(( 

i< 

i 
f 

Dorcas  Towne  of  adult  age 

October 

10, 

I 

Benjamin  Kimball 

his  Mehetabel 

c< 

" 

Robert  Balch 

"  Solomon 

<  t 

ii 

Widow  Sarah  Fiske 

her  Sarah 

(i 

24, 

Elnathan  Hubbard 

his  Mehetabel 

November  7, 

Richard  Potter 

"  Joseph 

(  c 

14, 

Stephen  Perkins  Junr 

"  Aaron 

(< 

<( 

Nehemiah  Towne 

"  Nehemiah 

" 

«< 

John  Rea 

"  Ruth 

January 

2, 

: 

John  Perkins  3d 

"  Mehetabel 

* 

28, 

• 

yc    ordinance    administered    at    sd    Perkins 

House,  yc  Child  beir 

g  dangerously  ill. 

Joseph  Hood 

his  Huldah 

March 

IS, 

' 

Nehemiah  Towne 

"  Ichabod 

« ; 

20, 

; 

Israel  Clark  Junr 

M  Israel 

May 

15, 

• 

11            " 

"  Anna 

u 

ii 

<«            « < 

M  Sarah 

41 

ii 

Widow  Sarah  Towne 

her  Oliver 

ii 

ii 

i 
j 

John  Gould  Junr 

his  Betty 

<  i 

i  < 

Tho8  Cummings 

44  Daniel 

ti 

i< 

Cornelius  Balch 

44   Kicherd 

ii 

ii 

1 
• 

Asa  Smith 

M  Hannah 

ii 

22. 

1774 


baptize  J  by  mr  Nathan11  Porter. 
Daniel  Clarke  his  Daniel 


29, 


July  (ho  IP'1  1771,  The  Rev**  Id* «Tohn  Emerson  IV- 
partod  this  Life  Aged  07  years,  tivo  months,  ;uul  four 
days.     Ho  was  Ordained  November  27th  1728. 
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Daniel  Ay erill  Bis  Mehetible  August  21,1771. 

Abraham  Hobbs  Jnr.      his  Lydia  M  " 

Nath11  Fisk  "  Benjamin  M  " 

baptized  by  Mr  Smith  of  Middletown. 


Samuel  Comings 


His  Sam1 


By  Mr  Stone  of  Reding. 


Joseph  perkins 
by  Mr  Swain. 
Jacob  Gould 
Jacob  Kimball 
Dan11  Porter 
Dan11  Porter 
Isaac  Hobbs 
Stephen  Perkins  Jnr 
Thomas  Gould 


his  Ely 


October  1G, 
November  G 
March  5, 


1  Huldali 
'  Samuel 
1  Nat11 
1  David 
'  Munson 
'  Prissa 
;'   Phebe 

Baptized  by  mr  Daniel  Emerson  of  Roll  is. 
Thos  Mower  his  Olive 

Stephen  Towne  Jnr.         "   Joseph 
John  Batchellor  "   Jacob 

Henry  Bradstreet  "   Bille 

Robert  Balch  "   Sarah 

Solomon  Doge  »«    Solomon 

Moses  Perkins,  son  of  Oliver  Perkins  was 

Baptised  [Jan> 

Joseph  Emerson,  son  of  Thomas  Emerson  was 

Baptised  Jaffty 

Betty  Cummings,  Daughter  of  Palatiah  Cum- 

mings  was  Baptised  •• 

Peggy  Furncr,  Daughter  of  Mr Furncr 

was  Baptised  " 

Sarah  Kimball,  Daughter  of  Bcnjm  Kimball  was 

Baptised  M 

Joseph  Towne  'his  Lydia  [March 

Jacob  Dwinell  Junr  •«   Mehetable  [March 

Baptised  By  Mr  Manas>ah  Cuttlar  of  Ipswich 

Hamblet. 
John  Dwinell  his  John  March 

David  Towne  Junr  "    Sarah  " 

John  Perkins  3d  "   Mehetable 

By  Mr  Cuttlar. 
Asa  Smith  "    Mariassali  May 

By  Mr  Frisbe  of  [pswich. 
Stephen  Foster  junr        his  Nabby  July 

Samuel  Fisk  l*   E/.ra  " 

By  Mr  Nathaniel  Porter, 


14,  1776-?J 
M.  15 


S,  1776.] 
3.  1776.1 


S.  1776. 


r 
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Thomas  Perkins,  jaur    his  Samuel 
John  Balch  .  "   John 

Samuel  Cree  "    Joseph 

By  Mr  George  Laslee  of  Lime  Brook. 
Daniel  Clark  his  Daniel 

I  [s]  aac  Hobbs  **   Samiel 

By  Mr  Levi  Frisbe  of  Ipswich. 
Thomas  Cummings         his  John  Bordman 
John  Dwinel  "   Mahetabell 

Daniel  Porter  "    Sarah 

By  the  RevI,d  Mr  Dane  of  Ipswich. 
Nathaniel  Fiske  his  Moses 

Joseph  Hood  "    Bettey 

By  the  revd  Mr  Lesslie. 
Jacob  Kimball  his  Benjamin 

bytherevndMr  Spring  of  Newbury. 
Andrew,  son  of  Stephen  Towne,  Junr 
Ruth,  Phebe,  and  William 

Children  of  William  Estie. 
Azariah,  son  of  Nathaniel  Averel  Junr 
Jessee,  Son  of  John  Perkins  of  Box  ford 
Betty  Davghter  of  Palatiah  Cummings 
Hannah  Davghter  of  Abraham  Hobbs  Junr 
Mary  Davghter  of  David  Towne  Jr 
Susanna  Davghter  of  Isaac  Hobbs 
William  Son  of  Oliver  Perkins 
Lucy  Davgter  of  Daniel  Hood 

All  Baptized  in  one  day  by  the 

revlld  mr  Holyoke  of  Boxford. 
Ebenezer  Peabody,  Son  of  Jolin  Peabody 

Baptized  by  Mr  Manassa  Cutler  of  Ipswich 

Hamblet. 
Daniel  Clarke  his  Elijah' 

Samuel  Perkins  "    Ezra 

John  Dwinel  "   Esther 

Benjamin  Hobbs  "    Daniel 

Baptized  by  the  Kevnd  Mr  Wadsworth  of 

Dauverse. 
Philip  Thomas  his  Philip 

Ebenezer  Goodhue  "   Ebenezer 

Baptized  by  y°  Revnd  Mr  Wadsworth  of 

Dan  vers. 
Oliver  Perkins  his  Lois 


September  15,  177G. 

December  1, 

May  4th,  1777. 

II  M 

August  24, 

■i  ii 

February  9,  1778. 

April  12, 


November  8th 


April         25th,  1779. 


July  27* 

(i  M 


Julv  4< 
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Eliezer  Lake  Junr  bis   Eliezer  July  4th  1779. 

By  the  Revd  M-  Dana  of  Ipswich. 
John  Batehcller  his  Jacob  August      24lh 

by  the  Rev1,d  MT  Lcsslie  of  Lyne  Brook 

Parrish  in  Ipswich. 
Isaac  Hobbs  his  Humphry  September  5th 

David  Hobbs  "   Lucy  " 

By  yc  Rev^M1  Adams  of  Haverhill. 
William  Estie  his  Debbe  November  7th 

by  the  Rev™1  M*  Cutler  of  Ipswich  tlamblet. 

Rev.  Dai  tie!  Rreck,  the  fifth  pastor  of  the  Church  in 
Topsficld,  was  ordained  to  the  Charge,  the  17th  of  No- 
vember, 17  79. 

Note.  This  includes  all  the  baptisms  to  the  time  of  the  ordination  of  Kev.  Mr. 
Brack.— Editor. 


Simon   Hkadstukkt,  Colonial  (iovi  RM< 
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Secretary's  Report. 


Another  annual  meeting  must  re- 
mind this  society  that  the  dignity  of 
years  is  beginning  to  surround  its 
work,  that  while  our  chosen  field  is 
the  collection  and  preservation  of  the 
history  and  antiquities  of  our  town, 
all  the  while  as  a  society,  we  are 
creating  history  and  performing  a 
duty  which  will  not  be  forgotten 
when  the  story  of  Topsfield  is 
related  to  future  generations. 

The  relics  and  curiosities  we 
collect  today  illustrating  the  life  and 
customs  of  former  years,  with  each 
passing  cycle  obtain  a  new  signifi- 
cance and  greater  historical  value. 
Today's  object  of  .small  concern 
becomes  tomorrow  a  thing  of 
moment  or  curious  interest.  But  of 
greater  and  more  lasting  value  is  the 
work  beiug  performed  by  the  society 
iu  placing  upon  the  printed  page  a 
chronicle  of  historical  and  biograph- 
ical matter  relating  lo  TopcGeJd. 
Data  perchance  found  only  in  the 
Meeting  memories  of  those  now 
living,  or  compiled  from  fragments 
widely  scattered. 

The  past  year  has  seen  the  be- 
ginning of  an  important  work  ;  the 
reproduction  in  type  of  the  records 
of  the  town.  Copies  from  the 
clerk's  book  of  original  records  from 
the  earliest  times  until  the  year  1684 
have  been  carefully  and  exactly 
made  an:i  are  reproduced  in  the 
first  52  pages  of  the  volume  of  His- 
torical Collections  for  the  past    year. 

The  work  should  be  continued  in 
the  coming  volumes,  and  carried 
forward  as  extensively  and  elaborate- 
ly as  the  funds   of   the   society    will 


allow.  It  is  not  unreasonable  to  ask 
that  the  town  should  in  a  degree 
share  in  this  expense.  Rowley, 
Manchester  and  Beverly  have  print- 
ed their  early  records,  and  seveial 
other  towns  in  the  county  have  been 
to  great  expense  in  having  duly 
certified  copies  made  of  valuable 
records  rapidly  becoming  illegible 
through  the  ravages  of  time. 

If  not  at  the  coming  town  meeting, 
perhaps  at  some  future  time  the 
matter  should  be  brought  before  the 
tow  12  for  its  consideration. 

The  past  year  has  shown  a  very 
successful  growth.  1'he  member- 
ship has  grown  from  a  total  of  04 
at  our  last  annual  meeting  to  139  at 
the  present  time.  A  large  propor- 
tion of  this  increase  comes  from 
those  living  without  the  bounds  of 
the  town.  Former  residents  or 
historians  interested  in  obtaining  our 
volume  of  historical  collections  in 
exchange  for  the  membership  dues. 

This  method  of  enlarging  our  rolls 
should  be  encouraged  daring  the 
coming  year.  Trie  annual  fee  of 
fifty  cents  is  small  and  not  to  be 
compared  with  the  value  of  the 
collections. 

At  the  regular  meeting  in  Febru- 
ary, Rev.  O.  S.  Butler  of  Georgetown 
lectured  before  the  society  on  the 
History  of  the  American  Flag.  With 
that  single  exception,  members  of 
the  society  have  prepared  the  his- 
torical papers  which  have  been  read 
at  each  regular  meeting,  several  of 
them  appearing  in  the  volume  of 
collections. 


On 


18th   of  June 


highly 


VIII 


successful  field  meeting  was  held  at 
lkThe  Colleges,"  the  Danvers  His- 
torical ^Society,  and  the  History 
Class  connected  with  the  Essex 
Institute  being  represented  on  invita- 
tion from  this  society. 

Over  150  persons  were  present  and 
heard  with  interest  an  historical 
sketch  on  the  locality  read  by  Miss 
Gertrude  Bradstreet,  and  speeches  by 
Pres.  Allen  and  Dv.  A.  P.  Putnam 
and  other  members  of  tin:  Danvers 
Historical  Society. 

We  have  lost  three  members  by 
death,  Mrs.  Louisa  Leach,  Capt.  R. 
B.  Pray  and  Amos  T.  Fiske,  while 
two  others  have  been    dropped    from 


membership  for  non  payment  of  docs. 

Beyond  a  suggestion  that  an  effon 
be  made  to  suitably  encase  our 
growing  collection  of  relics  anl 
curiosities  now  at  the  Town  Hall, 
your  secretary  has  nothing  to 
recommend  save  a  spirit  of  enthusi- 
asm on  matters  historical.  Enlarg 
the  membership  and  speak  a  goo<: 
word  for  the  society  when  inspectir._ 
a  relic  of  the  town's  life,  remember- 
ing that  many  an  attic  in  town  itill 
conceals  treasures  that  should  find 
their  way  into  our  collections. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Geo.  Frs.  Dow. 
Secretary . 


e  • 


<-^@^3t>^ 


IX 

Treasurer'®   Report 

For  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1896. 


B 


Receipts. 
al.  on  hand,  Jan,  1.  1896 


Annual  dues 

Historical  Collections,  sold 

Cloth  bindings 


Payments. 

t     .30   Printing  Collections 
57.50   Printing  Baptismal   Records 
7.00   Printing  Postals  and  Tickets 
3.00  Binding  Collections 
Donation,  Members  of  Society   23.75-  Postal  cards  and  postage 
Donation,  George  L.  Gould  2.50  Use  of  electrotype 

Field  meeting,  carriages,  etc. 
Expressing,  stationery,  etc. 
Lecturer's  expenses 


S94.50 


Balance  on  hand 


835.25 
8.00 
4.00 
9.25 
-4.93 
1.00 
4.81 
1.47 
.28 

$68.99 
$25.06 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Geo.  Frs.  Dow, 


Treasurer. 


Donations  for  tlae  year  endi 

tig  l3ec. 

31,  1896 

Averii!,  Sidney  W. 

Library. 

1 

Cabinet 
14 

Bomer,  Mrs.  Caroline  E.,  Ipswich 

4 

Dodge,  John  H. 

2 

Dodge,  Win.  Ladd 

1 

Dow,  Eugene  M. 

1 

Dwinell,  Esther 

1 

Fitts,  Rev.  James  H-,  Newfields,  N.  H. 

12 

Foster,  Edwin  0.,  Salem 

1 

Gould,  Andrew 

1 

Gould,  Esther 

1 

Harriinan,  H.  N.,  Georgetown 

3 

Haven,  Mrs.  Theodore  W.,  Glasco,  N.*  Y. 

2 

Ralker,  William,  Newbury  port 

1 

Kneeland,  C.  A.  S. 

1 

Lake,  Otto  E. 

1 

Merriam,   Henry  0. 

1 

Nichols,  Mrs.  Mary  L. 

8 

Peabody,  Helen.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

1 

1 

Fei kins,  William 

1 

Pray,  Mrs.  Caroline   E. 

5 

1 

Stevens,  Albert  W. 

7  * 

Smith,  Mrs.  Nath.,  Boxford 

1 

Smith,  Mrs.  Calvin,  Boxford 

1 

Wells,  Catherine 

1 

86 

104 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  G.  Warren*  Towns, 


Curator. 
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Necrology  f°r  1896, 


Louisa  (Morgan)  Leach  was  born  at  Manchester,  Mass.,  Nov.  23,  1816, 
and  died  at  Topsfield,  Feb.  6,  1896.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Salome  (Brown)  Morgan.  She  was  united  in  marriage  with  Thomas  K. 
Leach  of  Wenham  May  2,  1S36.  Five  children  were  born  to  them  ;  Marv 
Ann,  who  married  Lafayette  Batchelder  and  live3  in  Wenbam ;  Sarah 
Kimball,  who  married  Isaac  M.  Woodbury  and  lives  in  Topsfield;  Martha, 
who  married  Moses  N.  Boardman  and  lives  in  Georgetown ;  Charles 
Healey,  who  married  Mary  A.  Wilkius  and  lives  at  the  homestead  and 
Martha  Louisa  who  died  when  a  child. 

Mrs.  Leach  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Society  and  the  author  of  the 
article  on  the  trial  of  Elizabeth  P.  Bradstrcet  printed  in  Vol.  I,  of  the 
Historical  Collections.  She  became  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church 
in  Topsfield  in  1839,  and  ever  maintained  an  exemplary  christian  character. 
Of  retentive  memory,  her  reminiscences  of  early  life  were  of  great  interest 
and  a  journal  of  events  kept  by  her  for  many  years  will  be  of  much  value 
to  the  historian. 


Ruel  Benton  Pray  was  born  at  Salem.  Mass.,  April  18,  183b.  and  died 
at  Topsfield,  Oct.  G,  1896.  Me  was  the  son  of  Ruel  and  Mehitable  (Render.) 
1'ray.  Receiving  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Salem,  while  yet  id 
his  teens  he  enlisted  in  the  merchant  marine  and  served  as  sailor,  mate  and 
captain.  He  made  a  voyage  around  the  world  with  Capt.  Lewis  F.  Miller 
of  Salem  He  also  served  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Cumberland  previous  to  the 
Civil  war,  being  stationed  off  the  west  coast  of  Africa.  The  first  man  to 
enlist  from  Danvers  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war ;  was  provost 
marshal  at  Baltimore,  Sept.  1861  ;  1st  lieutenant,  Dec.  19,  1861  ;  w.i9 
disabled  in  Aug.  1863  and  resigned.  March  4,  1864  he  was  mustered  into 
t!ie  Navy,  serving  as  master's  mate  or  ensign  on  U.  S.  S.  Savauuah, 
Algonquin,    Young  America,  Wilderness,  Chicopee,  Queen  and    Sarsaeuss. 

After  the  war  he  engaged  in  journalism,  editing  newspapers  in  Saiem. 
and  Marlboro.     He  was  one  of  the  projectors  of  The  Topsfield  Townsm  \n. 

For  several  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  cigar  business  at  Dan  vers. 
He  was  prominent  in  G.  A.  R.  circles  and  much  interested  in  the  public 
■    school  system. 

October  28,  1860,  he  married  Caroline  E.  daughter  of  William  and  Sally 
Gallup  of  Topsfield.  Two  children  were  born  to  them,  Charlotte  Elizabeth 
and  William  G. 

Mr.  Pray  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Topsfield  Historical  Society. 
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Amos  Tenky  Fiskk  was  yet  a  young  man  when  he  died  Nov.  19,  1896. 
He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  society.  The  son  of  John  and  Adeliza 
Minerva  (Pike)  Fiske  he  was  born  in  Tops  field,  June  16  1870. 

For  several  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Balch  Bros,  subscription  book 
-  publishers  bat  in  the  spring  of  1895  he  embarked  in  the  retail  shoe  basinesi 
in  Topsfield.     Untii  his  death  he    was    active  in  church  work.      A    member    | 
of  the  Congregational  society    and   president   of    the    Y.  P.  C.    E.    society 
connected  with  the  chinch. 

He  was  never  married. 
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THE 

EARLY     RECORDS 

OF   THE 

TOWN    OF    TOPSFIELD, 

MASSACHUSETTS. 


Transcribed  ky  Geo.  Frs.  Dow. 


The  first  book  of  original  clerk's 
records  now  in  existence,  begins 
with  the  year  1675.  That  a 
record  was  kept  during  the  previous 
twenty-five  years  beginning  with 
1650,  the  date  of  incorporation,  is 
proven  by  the  following  extracts 
from  the  clerks  records  :  — 

uAt  a  lawfull  meeting  7  march  75- 
76  it  is  ordered  that  the  selact  men 
shall  see  that  the  olde  book  the 
towne  book  shall  be  trancscribed  into 
the  new  book  and  that  the  land  on 
the  south  sid  the  Reuer  that  was 
layed  out  by  deuiskins  to  the  seueral 
inbabctants  the  selact  men  shall  see 
that  ther  lots  bo  Recorded  according 
as  tha  ware  lade  out  voted. 

At  a  lawfull  Towne  meting  the 
7th  of  march  16S1  or  82.  The  Towne 
has  Voated  that  ye  old  Towne  Booke 


shall    be   Trancribed    in  to    ye   Dew 
Towne  Booke  all  that   is  needful]   to 

be  don  &  that  is  not  all  redy  don. 

Voated. 

Liiut  pebody  &  John  Gould  are 
Chosen  to  Trancribe  ail  ye  old 
Towne  booke  in  to  ye  netve  Towne 
booke  as  is  Needfull  to  be  don 

Voated." 

These  earlier  records  were  trans- 
cribed from  time  to  time  into  "the 
new  book,"  and  are  found  incorpo- 
rated in  the  records  of  toe  cm 
years  of  1675  to  1683.  In  the  fol- 
lowing copy  1  have  arranged  these 
fragments  in  chronological  order. 
greatly  regretting  their  incomplete  - 
ness. 

Geo.  Frs.  Dow. 


ACTS 

OF    THE 

GENERAL   COURT  CONCERNING  TOPSFIELD 


"Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  Salem 
have  agreed  to  plant  a  village  neare  the 
ryver  w'ch  runs  to  Ipswich,  it  is  ordered, 
that  all  the  land  neare  their  bounds,  be- 
tween Salem  &  the  said  ryver,  not  be- 
longing to  any  other  towne  or  person,  by 
any  former  grant,  shall  belong  to  the 
said  village." 

Mass.  Colony  Records. 

5  Nov.  1639. 


"Whpreas,  at  the  Co'rt  houldec  at  Bos- 
ton the  4th,  7th  mo.  1639.  there  was  cer- 
taine  laud  lying  neare  Ipswich  Ilyver 
granted  for  a  village,  eith'r  to  some  of  the 
inhabitants  of  <alem,  or  to  s>>me  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Ipswich,  who  have  farmes 
near  unto  the  said  land,  to  bee  enioved 
by  tftV'se  who  fl  s't  s<  filed  a  village  there; 
they  b«»th  propounding  for  it  together; 
hows'iev'r  the  ord'r  raent'oneth  only  Sa 
lein  inhabitants,  &  forasinach  as  the  said 
inhabitants  of  Ip.-wich  have  for  neare 
this  two  years  procured  &  maintained 
one  to  dispeuce  ihc  word  of  Gi.d  unto 
them,  w'ch  they  intend  to  continue,  it  is 
th-refo>e  ordered  &  granted,  that  Mr. 
Jno.  Ei  decott  &  the  said  inhabitants  of 
Ipswich,  viz.,  Mr.  Bradstreete,  Mr.  Sy- 
m-nds,  Mr  Whittingham,  Mr.  William 
Paine,  Mr.  Robert  Paine,  &  such  oth'r  of 
Ipswich  or  Saletn  as  they  shall  associate 
to  themselves,  shall  have  lib'rty  to  settle 
a  village  neare  the  said  ryver  of  Ipswich, 
as  it  may  bee  most  convenient  for  them, 
to  w'ch  the  foresaid  land  shall  belong, 
viz.,  all  that  w'ch  lieth  mare  the  said 
ryver  (not  formerly  granted  to  any  towne 
or  person),  provided  that  any  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Salem,  who  have  formes 
neare  unto  the  said  land  now  granted, 
*hall  have  liberty  for  one  yeaie  next 
corasing  to  ioync  with  the  said  village." 
Mass.  Colony  Records. 

17  Oct.  1643. 


"Upon  Zacheus  Goulds  petition,  It  is 
couceived  to  be  for  the  gen  rail  good,  L 
very  convenient,  there  should  be  a  vil- 
lage about  that  farmc,  &  that  the  towne 
of  Ipswich  should  further  them  therein." 
Mass.  Colonv  Records, 

29  May  1644. 

"Forasmuch  as  ys  Co'rt  hath  forrn'rly 
granted  yt  yr  should  he  a  village  anon 
Ipswich  Ryver,  at  or  neare  a  place  calkd 
ye  New  Medowes,  &  forasmuch  as  c'rteine 
of  ye  inhabitants  of  Ipswich  who  have 
farmes  improved  u«*er  yrunto,  &  do  de- 
sire yt  a  minist'r  might  be  settleed  \r  to 
dispeuce  ye  word  to  ye  present  inhabit- 
ants &  sueh  oih'rs  as  shall  plant  \m- 
selues  at  ye  said  village,  whom  yet  not- 
withstanding they  are  no  waves  able  in 
anv  c  >mfi>rtable  in mn'r  to  raaluetaine  a 
minister,  &  to  defray  oth'r  nece>s 
charges  of  ye  place,  if  «  thall  they  should 
be  lyable  to  all  other  r.tte*  &  publike 
charges  of  ye  towne  of  [p^wich, 

This  Co'rt  doth  then  lore  hereby  order, 
yt  either  ye  whole  towne  of  Ipswich  shall 
equally   contribute   (w'th  such  otl 
habitants  as  have  lands    in    or    i;et;e    ye 
said  village)  to  ye  maint.  neuce  of  a  min- 
ister, &   all   other   publike   charges   inci- 
dent t'»  such  a  village,  or  else  ye  foresaid 
inhabitants,  yt  have    lands    neir   p 
village,    &   shall    contribute   to   ye  main- 
tenance of  a  minister  j  r,   &   oth'r  neces- 
sary charges,  shalbe  free!  from  all   man- 
ner Of  rates,  charges,  or  contribution*  to 
ye  towne  of  Ipswich  for  yr  land  or   Stock 
in  or  belonging  to  ye  said  village.*' 
Mass.  Colony  Records, 

1   Oct.  1045. 

"The  Co'rt.   haveing   eonsid'red   of  ve 
great  expence  of  time  occasioned  by  sei  *- 
rail  persons  bringing  their  suites 
Co'rt  to  be  tryed  here,  tbinkc  it 
that  Captain  Smyth  should   pay   tweutj 
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nobles  for  defraying  ye  charge  of  ys 
Co'rt,  &  ye  towne  of  Ipswich  &  ye  peti- 
tion'rs  of  ye  Newe  Medowa  should  pay  5t 
for  ye  time  their  cause  tooke  up  in  ys 
Co'rt,  iifi.y  shill!gs  ye  towne,  &  fifty  shil- 
l'gs  ye  petit!  o 'Vis." 

Maas.  Colony  Record?, 

18  Qet.  1C45. 


Petition  to  the,  General  Court, 

"Woe  Hqmb,ly;  Iotreate  this  honored 
Couit  tba,t  you  wold  bee  pleased  to  be- 
stowe  a  name  Vp  >n  oure  Village  at  the 
new  medo.v<-;s  at  Ipswich  Which  wee 
suppose  may  bee  ah  Iscoragmettt  to 
others  to  C'Jiac  to  line  amongst  vs :  and 
alsoe  a  rueaues  to  further  a  ministry 
am  >ngst  vs  wee  thinke  hempste -d  wile 
bee  a  fit  name  if  the  Court  piese  to  grat- 
ille  vs  herewith. 

Will  Payne, 
Brian   Pendleton, 
Zacheous  Goold." 
Mass.  Archives,  112.  0. 

(The  deputies  granted  this  petition, 
but  the  magistrates  ^et  the  action  aside 
aud  thought  fit  "it  should  be  called  Top- 
pbsfiefa."  To  this  decision  the  lower 
court  then  agreed.     G.  F.  D.) 


"The  village  nt  the  newe  medowes  at 
Ipswich  is  named  Toppcsfeild." 

Mass.  Colony  Records, 

18  Oct.  1648. 

"Vppon  the  request  of  those  whom  it 
most  concernes,  the  village  at  the  Ne-^ 
Mcddowes  at  Ipswich,  shalbe  henceforth 
called  Toppesfeild." 

Mass.  Colony  Records, 

87  Oct.  1648. 


"In  answer  to  the  petition  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Top -f cih t  it  is  ordered  by 
this  Court  that  from  henceforth  they 
shalbe  a  towne  &  have  power  within 
themselves  to  cder  all  eivill  aftayres,  as 
other  towncs  haue." 

Mass.  Colony  Records, 

16  Oct.  1650. 


"In  ans'r  to  the  request  of  Zacheos 
Gould  and  William  Howard,  in  the  tx  halfe 
of  Top-feild,  the  Court  doth  sraunt  that 
Topsfeild  shall  from  henceforth  be  a 
towne,  and  haue  power  within  thi-mselus 
to  order  all  eivill  affajres,  as  other  towne* 
haue." 

Mass.  Colouy  Records, 

18  Oct.  1650. 
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TOPSFIELD   TOWN    RECORDS, 


March  25,  1G59. 
Wee  hose  names  are  Vnder  Wrig- 
heri  being  Chosen  and  Impowred  by 
the  la hab itancs  of  Salam  and  Tops- 
feild  to  rune  the  six  miles  Extent 
and  also  the  deuisionali  Line  betwene 
the  two  Towues  haue  thus  agreed 
an<J  determined,  namly  that  wee 
haue  rune  the  six  miles  Extent  Vpon 
the  nore  west  aud  by  nore  Which 
ends  in  the  edg  of  a  Swamp  of  John 
putnams  Com  only  Called  the  great 
ashing  Swamp  next  Vnto  a  hill  Corn- 
only  Called  by  the  name  of  Walinut 
tree  hill  neere  Vnto  perie  Wiggwarnb 
and  from  thence  haue  thus  fare 
agreed  Vpon  the  deuisionali  Line 
Which  runs  Souwest  Westerly  to  the 
riverside  Commonly  Called  by  the. 
name  of  Ipswich  riuer  Where  Wee 
marked  trees  by  a  rock  towards  the 
Est  and  a  neck  of  Land  Commonly 
Called  Crumwels  neck  westwardly  of 
the  said  trees  marked  and  from 
thence  souwest  one  mile  and  a  quar- 
ter aud  so  on  according  to  the  rule 
that  Mr.  Joseph  Gardner  rune  the 
aforesaid  deuisionali  Line,  and  from 
the  six  miles  extent  toward  the  nor 
est  esterly  as  it  is  bounded  and 
marked  one  mile  and  a  quarter  end- 
ing at  a  swamp  by  a  hill  Called  Smith 
lull  and  from  thence  toward  the  est 
norest  ending  Vpon  a  hill  neer  Vnto 
Whenham  Casway,  and  so  toward 
the  est  and  by  nore  one  hundreds 
rods  ending  at  wenham  medow  side. 
Thomas  Putname, 

Abraham  Rcdington, 
Nathnnill  Putname,  John  Redington, 


Joseph  Kucheusou.  John  Wildes, 
William  Euans. 
at  A  Lawful!  Townc  meeting  the  3 
day  of  ye  \l  in  1659  it  is  ordred  and 
agreed  Vpon  that  Mr.  Perkins  shall 
haue  rfifteene  acres  of  Land  medow 
and  Vplaad  Lying  on  Hie  south  side 
of  a  hill  Commonly  Caled  bare  hill  the 
Vpland  of  the  said  Land  i^>  by  way 
of  exclnmg  with  ye  Towne  for  a  per- 
cell  of  Vpland  Lying  betwene  Mr. 
Perkins  meld  and  Mr.  Baker  house 
aud  also  a  percell  of  swauipie  Land 
aJoyneing  to  Mr.  Perkins  (Held  at 
home  Voated. 

At  a  lawful  Towne  meeting  ye  14 
of  march  IG61.  Whereas  Zacheas 
Gould  at  a  Towne  mcctm*  in  febru- 
ary  23  1058  ded  then  joync  hiinselfe 
with  his  estate  to  ye  Towne  of  I 
held  for  seuen  yeers  or  terme  of  his 
life  or  Vntell  a  minister  bo  ! 
Rowley  Vilagc  doth  now  at  a  Towne 
meeting  giue  in  hi-  feirrae  of  three 
hundred  acres  which  he  bought  of 
Mr.  \\rilliam  Paine  that  he  now  bus 
Vppon  to  Topsneld  the  said  Zacheas 
Gould  by  these  presanls  doth  for 
himselfe  his  Kxcetutors  Administra- 
tors or  asignes  giue  in  the  aforesaid 
farme  into  the  sad  Towne  for  euer 
with  all  the  piineledges  and  apnrtin- 
ances  thereunto  belonging. 
VVitnes  my  hand,  Zacheas  Gould. 

Voated. 

At  a  law  full  Towne  meeting  the  14 
of  the  10  m  1661  The  inhabitants  of 
ye  Towne  hath  made  clioyco   v»: 

siono     Kowlet     flnuuvs    |mhodye    mm 
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John  Redington,  they  are  chosen  for 
selectmen  for  the  yeer  folowing  to 
order  the  prudential!  afaires  of  the 
towne  and  to  setle  the  bounds  of  the 
towne  betwene  Salem  and  Topsfield 
and  also  to  setle  the  bounds  between 
the  Comen  (partage?)  and  Vs  and 
also  where  they  shall  se  any  wrong 
done  to  the  towne  by  any  they  haue 
power  to  recti  fie  by  sute  or  otherwise 

Voted. 

It  is  further  ordered  and  herby 
they  are  impowred  to  lay  out  fine 
hundred  acre[s]  of  land  ou  the  other 
side  of  the  riuer  to  remaine  common 
to  perpetuity  for  the  Vse  of  the  in- 
habitants prouided  none  of  it  be 
medowland  Voted. 

It  is  further  ordered  that  the  afor- 
said  nuehundred  acres  of  land  is 
stated  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town 


:cepting 


IJowlet  as   one  to 


share  in  the    said    common    notwith- 
standing any  former  order         Voted 

Jt  is  also  ordered  and  the  said 
selectmen  are  impowred  to  deuide 
the  other  parte  of  the  common  both 
medow  and  Vpland  on  the  other  side 
of  the  riuer  into  three  equall  deuisions 

Voted. 

The  names  of  the  commoners  that 
shall  share  in  it. 
Mr,  liradstreet 
Mr.  Perkins 
Zacheas  Gould 
Mr.  Baker 
'Tho'  Dorman 
iTrauces  Pebody 
Willi*  Eneas 
Daniel!  Clark 
Uaec  Cumings  senr 
lsae  Cumings  jur 


Tho'  Perkins 

Tho'  Browning 

Jacob  Towne 

Isacc  Estey 

Willi'  Towne 

Edmond  Towne 

Matthew  Stand ly 

Anthony  Care  11 

If  ranees  Bates 

.John  How 


Eusigne  Howlet        Edmond  Bredge- 
Willi'  Smith  Willi'  Nieholsc 

Mr.  Eudicoat  Vseltone  lot 

John  Wiles  Lumpkius  farrre 

John  Redington  Rob't  Andrews  land 

Voted. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen 
march,  10,  166£  Whereas  Zacheas 
Gould  at  a  Towne  meeting  in  febru- 
ary  ye  23.  day  1658.  ded  then  Jovne 
himselfe  with  his  estat  to  ye  Towne 
of  Topsfield  for  seuen  years  or 
terme  of  his  life  or  vntell  a  minister 
be  setled  in  Rowley  Vilag  doth  now 
being  at  a  meetiu<r  of  the  selectmen 
of  Topsfield  giue  his  Feirme  of 
threehundred  acres  wh'ch  he  line 
vpon  into  Topsfield  foreuer  with  al 
the  priueledges  &  apurtenances 
thereunto  belonging — Zacheas  Gould. 

At  a  lawful  Towne  meeting  ye  14 
of  march  1661 

Whereas  Zacheas  Gould  at  a 
Towne  meeting  in  februarv  23.  16.">S 
ded  then  joyne  himselfe  with  his  estate 
to  ye  Towne  of  Topsfield  for  seuen 
yeers  or  terme  of  his  life  or  Vntell  a 
minister  be  setled  in  Rowley  Vilage 
doth  now  at  a  Towne  meeting  giue  in 
his  feirme  of  threehundred  acres 
which  he  bought  of  Mr.  William 
Paine  that  he  now  hues  Vpon  to 
Topsfield.  the  said  Zacheas  Gould 
by  these  presants  doth  for  himselfe 
his  Excetutors  Administrators  or 
asignes  giue  in  the  aforesaid  farme 
into  the.  said  Towne  for  euer  with  all 
the  priueledges  and  apurtinancefl 
thereunto  belonging — witnes  my 
hand 

Voted.  Zacheas  Gould. 

At  a  Lawftti)  Towne  meeting  the 
15    of  Jennarv  1603  the  Inhabitance 


of  Topsfield  hath  granted  ther  right 
in  a  percell  of  Common  Land  by 
way  of  exchange  for  Land  of  John 
How  aqninaiant  to  the  said  percell 
of  Land  to  Lye  Conuenant  to  the 
Common  for  Common,  and  the  said 
Inhabitance  hath  Chosen  ffrainees 
pebody  John  Wilds  and  Thomas 
perkins  to  Lay  out  the  a  bone  sd  Land 

Voated. 

The  Inhabitance  hath  a  greed 
With  Thomas  Baker  to  Exchange 
two  acres  of  Land  neere  to  the 
meeting  house  for  Land  aqueuelante 
there  vuto  neere  the  sd  Thomas  Ba- 
ker house,  the  Towne  hath  Chosen 
ffrainees  pebody  and  Daniell  Houey 
and  the  sd  Thomas  Baker  hath 
Chosen  John  Gould  and  John 
Wilds  to  Lay  out  the  aboue  said 
p'rsells  of  Land — Voated. 

At  a  lawfull  Towne  meeting  the 
7.  inarch  1664.  It  is  ordered  that 
the  timber  of  the  tivehundred  acres 
of  common  lands  on  the  other  side 
of  the  riuer  which  is  to  remaine 
common  to  perpetuity  is  to  be  de- 
uided  by  John  Wiles  Willi  Auereil 
Thomas  Baker  &  edmond  Towne  or 
either  three  of  them  into  three 
equall  proportions  as  two  foure  & 
six  according  to  that  rule  to  be  dc- 
uided  voted 

It  is  also  ordered  that  al  the  com- 
monors  of  the  Towne  shall  haue  a 
share  in  the  common  on  the  other 
Bid  of  the  riuer  with  the  timber 
which  is  to  be  deuided  according] 
to  the  rule  as  is  here  expressed 
namely  that  thos  which  pay  to  the 
minesters  rat[e]  made  in  the  year 
16G4  ;  fluty  shilings  <fc  upward  shal 
haue  one  of  the  greater  shares  and 
vnder  fiuety  shilings  to  twenty,  shal 


haue  a  midle  share  and  vnder  twenty 
shilings  one  of  the  least  shares 

voted 

now  these  are  the  names  of  those 
men  that  ware  then  Rated  that  yeare 
1G64  and  thar  saueral  soms  as  tha  ar 
in  that  Kate  and  rite  in  this  land 
Zacheus  and  John  goold         04-04-03 
mr  thomas  baker 
danel  Clark 
thomas  darman  senr 
fiances  pa  body 
decou  houey 
william  Eeuens 
Isack  Comings  senr 
Isack  Comings  iunar 
Ensigne  howlat 
an  ton  i  Carol 
thomas  perkings 
thomas  aueril  and  thomas 


03-17-05 
Ol-04-Oo 
03-03-00 
01-05-02 
01-03-08 
02-11-00 
00- 1: 
01-08-00 
01-08-09 
00-11-01 
02-19-07 
01-14-02 
liobes  on  mr  brodstreets  land  01-03-00 


John  Redington 
thomas  browning 
John  wiles 
william  smith 
Ed  man  bridges 


Jacob  towne 

J  sack  Este 

william  towne 

and  Joseph  towne 

Edmau  towne 

mathew  stanle 

william  nicoles 

mr.  William  Perkeings 

mr  Endicot 

John   how 

Robart  andros 

fiances  bates 

At   a    Lawfull  Towne   meeting   ye 
9   desmber    1 004.     It   is  ordrcd  and 
a  greed  Vpon    that  ye  Inhabitance  of 
the   Towne   hath   apoyente  I 
third  day    of   march    next  am) 
first   third   day   of    march    the  next 


03-05-0*2 
01-06-00 

01-12-10 

00-13-03 

00-15 

01-04-05 

00-19-06 

00-04-02 

01-08-05 

01-08-09 

00-15-08 

01-1- 

02-03-00 

01-02-00 

00-19-00 

00-1 2-  00 

00-09-00 


yeare  folowing  and  so  from  yeare  to 
ycare  to  Continue  Vntill  such  time 
as  the  Towne  shall  see  Causes  to 
•alter  it,  for  to  Chose  ofeeers  for  the 
Carying  on  ye  Townes  afares  and 
other  matters  of  Concerment  which 
nesesariy  fales  in  to  be  don  on  that 
day  Voated 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  on 
ye  6  day  of  march  1GG5 

Ensigne  llowlett  and  Lint  Pebo- 
dy  arc  Chosen  to  Exchange  some  of 
the  Townes  Common  Land  neere  to 
Luke  Weaklins  with  Thomas  Per- 
kins for  Land  of  his  to  make  his 
Line  straight  for  his  Conueniance  of 
fencing  and  not  to  damuifie  the 
Towne  Voated 

ffrances  pebody  Thomas  perkins 
and  Johu  Redington  are  Chosen  by 
the  Iuhabitance  of  the  Towne  to 
Lay  out  fifty  acres  of  Land  for  the 
Vse  of  the  ministrey  at  Topsfield 
Wee  accordingly  haue  don  it  Wee 
haue  Laid  out  fifty  acres  in  medow 
and  Vpland :  where  as  there  is 
sence  two  e[a]crs  of  this  ffiafty  it 
being  medow  Lying  betwene  mudcy 
sprieng  and  Luke  YV  aiding  giuene  to 
Mr.  Capen  sence  at  a  ginerall  Towne 
meeting  by  a  ginerall  Voate  of  the 
Towne  :  and  a  stripe  of  medow  one 
ye  norwest  side  of  bare  hill  wee 
Layed  it  for  eaight  eacrs  be  it  more 
or  Less:  and  a  Leu  en  eacres  of 
Vpland  one  the  south  side  of  bare 
hill  a  Jodinging  to  the  house  and 
twenty  nine  eaekres  of  Vpland  Liing 
one  ye  south  of  mr  perkins  field  that 
is  by  ye  meeting  house  and  a  plaiue 
Commonly  Caled  the  bare  hill  plaine 
one  ye  nore  west  end  and  ye  Towne 
Common  one  ye  southwest  side  and 
ye   Towne   Common   one    ye  east  or 


southeast  end  to  rnr  perkins  Land. 

ftrainces    pebody  Thomas   pc. 
and    John     Wilds    Deputed   by   the 
Towne   to  Vew    A    perceil  of   La  . 
Which    Edmond    Bridges  desiered  to 
haue   of   the   Towne    Wee  haue   ; 
don     and     bounded   it  as    followed 
from    the    Riuer  About  A  Valey  that 
is    in    the    Islaud   according   ^s   Oc- 
trees  are   marked  A  tree  that  stand- 
in    A    poynt  of   rockes  Close  I 
Riuer   and   so    from  tree  to  tree  as 
thay  be  marked  oner  to  the  sid  of  the 
Vpland  to  the  other  sid  of  the  Bwamp 
so    wee  haue  marked  trees  all  aX 
as   the   swamp  goelh  as  the  trees  are 
marked'  to  the    Riuer  Againe  at  the 
Vpper   end  of   the    medow    next  I 
Bridge,    for    and  in  Consideration  of 
this  Land  the  said   Edmond    Bridges 
is    to  aLowe   the   Towne  thurty   five 
sailings 
the  fift  11m  1665       Edmond  Bridges 

At  a  Lawfull  Townemeeting  the 
19  of  march  1666-7  ordred  I 
Iuhabitance  thai  all  fences  : 
Corne  ffeilds  with  in  ye  bounds  of 
the  Towne  shall  be  made  of  fine 
railes  and  thay  shall  be  well  r 
and  what  other  fence  is  set  Vp  by 
any  shall  be  equiuelant  to  a  Dne 
raile  fence  and  to  bee  set  Vp  and  in 
good  repare  by  ve  twenty  of  apriell 
next  and  so  to  Continue  from  time 
to  time  Vntel  such  lime  as  ye  Towne 
see  Case  to  alter  it  on  penal 
paving  one  shilir.g  a  day  as  a  fine 
for  enery  day  defect  Isaeke  Ksley 
and  William  Smith  are  Chosen  to 
Vew  the  sd  fences  and  take  the  fine9 
the  one  halfe  for  the  Townes  VM 
the  other  halfe  for  themseloea  DOl 
withstanding  any  former  Towne 
order.  \  oated 


9 


Thomas  perkins  ffrancies  pebody 
and  John  Gould  are  Chosen  to  Vew 
and  a  gree  with  Daniell  Borman  for 
a  hie  way  betwene  William  Aueriell 
house  and  the  mill  throw  his  ground 
as   they   shall   see  most  Conuenyant 

Voted 

At  a  Lawfull   Towne  meeting  ye 

8  of  Apriell  1667 

The  Towne  hath  granted  Liberty 
to  William  Aueriell  and  Daniell 
Borman  to  make  a  dame  at  the  mile 
brooke  a  rode  and  a  halfe  aboue  the 
bridge  to  float  there  medow  prouided 
it  be  no  damigc  to  the  Towne 

Voted. 

ffraiuces  pebody  John  Gould  and 
John  Redington  are  Chosen  to  Vew 
and  Lay  out  a  hie  way  from  the 
meeting  house  to  Mr  Endicfcat 
farme  soficant  for  Carts  Voted 

At  a  Lawfull  meeting  ye  29  of 
Apriell  1667  It  is  ordered  that  ye 
house  and  land  apionted  and  Laid  out 
for  ye  Ves  of  ye  ministercy  shall  so 
remaine  as  aboue  said  for  Euer  and 
that  this  order  be  recorded  in  ye 
County  records  Voted 

At   a    Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye 

9  of  July  1667  The  Inhabitance  of 
ye  Towne  hath  Left  to  ye  descretiou 
of  the  selectmen  or  maior  part  of 
them  to  Lay  out  a  hie  way  from  ye 
Common  ground  Which  Lys  on  ye 
south  sid  of  mile  brooke  ouer 
againts  Goodman  Dorman  and 
sargt  pebodys  to  Ensigne  Howlett 
brooke  notwithstanding  any  for- 
mer Towne  order  Whatsoeuer 

Voted 

At   a    Lav.'full  Towne  meeting  ye 

31   desember  1667     The  Towne  hath 

a     greed      that      homesoeuer     shall 


ether  fale  or  lope  any  tree  great  or 
smale  within  twenty  pole  of  the 
meeting  house  shall  pay  to  ye 
Townes  Vse  twenty  shi-ings  for 
euery  such  defalt  Voted 

The  three  men  namly  ffrancies 
pebody  Thomas  perkina  and  John 
Wilds  which  were  chosen  by  ve 
Towne  to  Exchang  a  percell  of 
Land  with  John  How,  according  to 
our  order  we  haue  Exchanged  about 
three  acres,  wee  haue  Laycd  out 
eaight  rods  Wide  at  one  end  next 
John  How  and  almost  nine  rods  at 
the  other  end,  at  ye  end  of  Mr  per- 
kins  Laud  next  John  ffrench  border- 
ing Vpon  the  Common 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye 
13  day  nou ember,  1668.  ffraiuces 
pebody  Johu  Gould  John  Wilds 
Thomas  Baker  and  Edmou  Townos 
are  Chosen  thay  or  ye  Maior  part  of 
them  to  Lay  out  and  deuide  the  Com- 
mou  on  Salam  side  of  t he  Riner  all 
that  Which  is  to  be  deuidod  notwith- 
standing any  former  Chouse  or 
Towne  order  according  to  the  Towne 
order  made  in  the  yeare  1 661 .    Voted. 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye 
15  Jeneworv  1668,  The  Inhabitance 
of  the  Towne  hath  giuen  Samuel 
Howlett  an  iuuitation  to  Come  in  to 
the  Towne  and  set  Vp  his  trade 
of  smithing  to  doe  ye  Townes 
worke  Yoated. 

anon     Constdratioa    yt    Samuel 

Howlett  promiseth  to  ye  Towne  to 
Come  and  set  Vp  his  'trade  in  the 
Towne  and  doe  there  Worke  thay 
haue  giuen  to  him  four  eacra  of 
Land  Vpon  the  Common  hill  next 
William  Smith  and  John  ffniinch 
Land  Voted. 
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Thomas  perkins  John  ffranch  & 
John  Redington  are  Chosen  to  Lay 
out  the  a  boue  ■  said  fouer  eacrs  of 
Land  to  Samuel  Howlett 

Wee  Whose  Names  are  Under 
Wrighteen  being  Chosen  by  the 
Towne  ye  13  of  Nou ember  1668  to 
deiuede  ye  Comman  one  Salam  side 
of  ye  Riuer  all  that  Which  is  to  bee 
deluded  not  withstanding  any  former 
Chouch  or  Towne  order  according  to 
the  Towne  order  made  in  ye  yeare 
1661  :  and  according  to  the  Rule  ye 
Towne  apiunted  in  ye  yeare  1661.  to 
deuide  ye  Common  by  wee  haue  don 
et  as  foleth  in  to  three  Deuisions  as 
ye  Towne  ordered  in  ye  yeare  166-4 
and  as  there  seuerall  proportions 
was  by  there  Rate  to  ye  minister  in 
ye  yeare  1664  hee  that  paid  ffiuty 
shilings  one  of  ye  great  shares  and 
hee  that  paid  voder  rfiuty  to  twenty 
one  of  ye  midell  shares  and  hee  that 
paid  vnder  twenty  shilings  a  singell 
share : 

The  Land  Lyes  in  two  parcel  1  the 
foist  part  is  Bounded  Two  wards  ye 
West  with  ror  Endickat  Land  and 
Twowards  ye  south  with  thinner 
porters  Land  and  Twowards  the  east 
with  Joseph  Porters  Land  and  Salam 
Line  and  Twowards  ye  North  with 
ye  Cowe  Comman  be  Longing  to 
Topseild.  The  seckond  parcell  is 
bounded  with  Mr  Kndickat  Land 
Twoward  ye  North  and  Twowards 
ye  Weast  with  ye  Riuer  Commonly 
Caled  Ipswich  Riuer  and  Twowards 
ye  south  with  Land  that  Lliut 
Thomas  Putnam  Laves  Clame  to  & 
Land  of  William  Hobes  and  easterly 
with  ye  land  of  ffarmer  porter  <C* 
William  Hobes  hu>  Land  :  and  whore 
wee  did  find  parson  or    parsons    that 


ware  Dead  or  had  soald  them  selves 
out  of  ye  Towne  before  wee  decided 
ye  Land  we  Laved  ye  deuistion  of 
Common  Land  that  waa  ordered  to 
bedeuied  to  ye  fiftiobatanto  in  ve 
yeare  1661  to  ye  Land  of  those  that, 
ware  eutred  in  ye  Towne  Booke 
Namely  Zacheus  Gould  was  Dead 
wee  Layed  his  derision  to  his  Land 
and  seuerall  others  that  ware  ether 
Dead  or  eles  had  souid  all  there 
housing  and  Land  in  Topsfield  wee 
Layed  out  noc  Land  to  any  that  was 
gone  out  of  ye  Towne  but  to  ye 
Land  that  they  had  or  did  Line  one 
in  Topseild  when  the  acte  was  past 
by  ye  Towne  in  ye  yeare  1661. 

The  Bredth  of  ye  Lots  in  the  yt 
first  deuistion  is  as  foleth  beging  at 
mr  endichat  Land 

1  forst  lot  is  six  rod  short  of  ye 
Bound  tree  betweene  ye  Cow 
Common  &  ye  Lot. 

2  Lot  is  twenty  6  rod  brode 

3  lot  is  twenty  two  rod  brod 

4  lot  is  ninteeue  rod  brod 

5  lot  is  sixteene  rod  brod 

6  lot  is  fobrteene  rod  brod 

7  lot  is  threeteen  rod  brod 

8  lot  is  tweuele  rod  brod 

i)  lot  is  a  Leunn  rod  &  ahalfe  brod 

10  lot  a  Leauene  rod  brod 

11  lot  is  ten  rod  *fc  ahalfe  brod 

12  lot  is  ten  rod  broad 

13  lot  is  nine  rod  &  three  quarters 
brod 

14  lot  is  nine  rod  £  tine  foot  brod 

15  lot  is  nine  rod  £  tine  foot  brod 

16  lot  is  eaight  road  &  a  halfe  broad 

17  lot  is  eaight  rod  &  an  a  quarter 
brod 

IS  lot  is  eaight  road  broad 
li>  lot  is  seuene  road  an  three  quartere 
broad 
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20  lot  is  seuene  road  an  three  quartern  Cow  Common 

broad  50  lot  is   twenty   rod   broad   beecase 

21  lot  is  seuene  rod  &  a  halfe  brod  ye  Land  shortens 

22  lot  is  seuene  rod  an  a  halfe  brod  51  lot  is  twenty  two  rod  broad 

23  lot  is  six  rod  an  three  quarters  brod  ?J  Jot  Is  tu '^  fcmer  rcd  bl'oad 

_.  .  .  b    ....         ,  .       ,  do  lot  is  to  haue  all  to  Josenh    porter 

24  lot  is  six  rod  an  a  quarter  brod  Lme  of  ^  deuistion  of  'Lrilld 


2b  lot  is  six  rod  and  haife  a  quarter 

brod 
26  lot  is  six  rod  an   halfe    a   quarter 


54  lot  is  to  rune   downe  by   ye  Coue 

Common  and  but  one  ye  medoe  downe 

""brod"  **'**"  twords  Deckon    Thomas    perkins   ye 

27  lot  is  six  rod  an  two  foot  brod  bread  °*  et  is  **  rod  and  <*  ?os    but 

28  lot  is  six  rod  brod  *\  ?e  otlWY  \nd  a  Samts  Je  ob  \°}' , 

29  lot  is  six  rod  wanting  two  ffoot         oa1lot  nU!1-  ^  *?  Sld   of   -ve    °4    lot 
on  w  ,-o  «..„  ~a  o«  «-^«ii„   <?^  u^a        being:  ten  rod  broad 


30  lot  is  flue  rod  an  twelle  ffoot  brod 


31  lot  is  fine  rod  an  Leuene  foot  four  o(\lot  "*!"?«  ™Je  a  boue   sd    **** 
enchies  ten  rod  broad 

32  lot  is  fine  rod  an  ten  foot  °'  lot  rueiDS  a*  ?e   a    boiu>    scl    lots 

33  lot  is  fine  rod  an  nine  foot  bciDS  tc»  rod  bl'oad 


34  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  eaight  foot   an  a 


58  lot  is  twelue  rod  broad 


j     p  59  lot  is   ffiueeteene   rod   broad   be- 

35  lot  is  Hue  rod  an  a  halfe  ?ase  *ec  ^nseaue  et  dos  shorten  by 

Sfi  lot  \d  W  vorl  «n  n  half*  JosePh    P°rterS    Laild     and      balamS 


3G  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe 
37  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe 


Land 


38  lot  is  tiue  rod  an  a  halfe  There  is  a    smate   stripe   of   Land 

39  lot  is  fine  rod  an  a  halfe  Lefte    by    ye    Last    Lot   and    Salam 

40  lot  is  fine  rod  ana  halfe  Line  ye  meino;  is  et  tia  betweno  ye 
U  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe  o9  lot  and  Salam  Line  : 

42  lot  is  fine  rod  an  a  halfe  The  seckond  deuistion    b  ing    that 

43  lot  is  fine  rod  an  a  halfe  wee  Cale  Stickey    medoe  be*iug   mr 

44  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe  endickat  ffarme  vp  to  that    Land    as 

45  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe  Lliut  Thomas  put  man  Laws  Clame 
4G  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe  the  Lots  butting  apon  fanner  port  or 
47  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe  Land  and  soe  ruing  to  ye  Kiuer  Caled 
18  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe  Ipswieh  Riuer  wesword 

49  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe  there  is  flinty  fine  of  these  Lots  Laid 

the  47  lot  and  ye  48  lot  an  ye  49    lot  out  fiue  rod  and  a  halfe   broad   these 

is  to  haue  all  ye  Land  from   y[c]    46  ffiutey  fine  Lots  but ouc  (farmer  porter 

lot  to  Joseph  porters  Line  audSalatn  Laud  being  at    fine    rod    and    ahalfc 

Line  to  Joseph  porter  marked  tree    a  broad  at  that  end    and    at    ye    Riuer 

Littell  wayes  of  wheele  brooke  at   ye  fouer  rod  an  a  halfe    broad    there    is 

Norwest   end   of   his  ye    sd     porter  fouer  Lots  more  that    dos    but    apon 

farme  and  these    three    Lots    namely  William  I  lobes  is  Land  and 

ye  :  47  :  48  :  49  :  Lot   is   to   bee    tiue  Hobes  Land  tuay  are  scuenl 

rod  an  a  halfe  broad  apece   apon   ye  an  a  halfe    broad    so    Ruling    vu    to 
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Lliut  Thomas  putnam  Line. 

Wee  whos  hands  are  vnder  wrigh- 
teen  do  Testifie  that  wee  haue  Laid 
out  ye  Lots  as  is  here  in  expresed 

Witness  our  hands 
Dated  march  1668         John  Gould 

Thomas  Baker 
John  wills 
francies  pabody 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye 
2  march  1668  or  69. 

The  Towne  hath  a  greced  that  it 
shall  be  Leagall  waring  for  Euery 
Teme  or  parson  that  is  warned  to 
hie  way  work  by  the  seruaiers  or 
there  order,  the  seruaiers  or  ther 
order  shall  giue  two  dayes  or  two 
nights  at  Least  waring  to  euerey  teme 
and  person  thay  shall  warne  into  hie 
way  worke,  and  farder  the  Towne 
hath  ordred  yt  any  teme  warned  as 
ftboue  said  by  ye  seruaiers  or  there 
order,  shall  refuse  or  ui gleet  to 
atend  the  Townes  seruies  which 
they  are  thus  Caled  Vuto  Shall  pay 
seuene  shiling  for  each  dayes  niglect 
as  afme  for  ye  Townes  Vese,  and 
also  the  parsons  so  warned  as  aboue 
said,  and  shall  refuse  or  niglect  ye 
seruies  thay  are  Caled  to  doe  shall 
pay  as  atine  for  ye  Towne  Vse  two 
shillings  six  pence  a  man  for  euerey 
day  niglect  the  which  tines  the  ser- 
uayers  shall  gather  vp  with  out 
parshaliety  and  give  in  thre  a  Counte 
to  ye  Towne  at  a  Towne  meeting 

Voted. 

The  Towne  hath  exceppected  Wil- 
liam Nicklas  and  John  Nicklas  and 
William  Hobes  from  hie  Way 
worke  in  ye  Towne  apon  Considra- 
tion  thay  Line  remoatc :  and  apon 
Condition  thay  mak  there  one  hie 
waves  to   Topsfeid    Bridge    nere     to 


Joseph  Towns  his  house  Voted. 

It  is  also  ordered  and  agreed  apon 

With  Ensigne  Thomas  Howlett   that 

thay   will    make    and     maintaine     a 
bridge  ouer  ye  Brooke    by    Kn^: 
house  in  ye  way  as  wee  goe    to    Ips- 
wich ye  one  halfe  to  be  don    by    th-"1 
Towne  and  the  other  halfe  by  y 
Pmsigue  Voted. 

At  a  Towne  Meeting  ye  11  of  ye 
3m.  1669.  Liut  ffrainces  pebody 
Ensigne  John  Gould  Edmon^l 
Townes  Thomas  Baker  &  Joim 
Wilds  being  Chosen  to  deuide  ye 
Common  on  ye  other  side,  of  ye 
River  :  accordingly  haue  don  it  and 
declared  ye  same  to  ye  Towne  at  a 
Towne  meeting  and  is  exeepted  by 
ye  Towne  Voted. 

and  also  they  haue  agreed  to  Cast 
Lotes  for  it  that  euery  one  There  by 
may  know  what  is  his  Chare  and 
Where  it  Lyes  Voted 

The  Towne  hath  ordered  yt  the 
highway  which  Lveth  on  ye  south 
sid  of  Mr  perkins  his  house  and  Lot 
ffrom  William  Auericll  house  to  yc 
Common  shall  be  Laid  downe 
one  other  Way  one  ye  north  side  of 
the  said  house  and  Land  shall  he 
Laid  out  and  ye  Towne  has  Chosen 
Liut  (Trainees  pebody  Ensigne  John 
Gould  and  Thomas  perkins  to  Lav 
out  ye  said  hie  way  Voted. 

The  Inhabitance  being  meet  to  gath- 
er to  Cast  Lotes  yteuery  one  yt  hatha 

share  in  ye  Common  Land  may  know 
what  his  share  is  and  where  it  Lyes, 
the  Lots  which  are  Cast  are  in  order 
as  foloweth  the  first  Lot  whieh  i- 
next  Mr  Endiekat  medow  and  the 
Cow  Common  and  yt  euerey  man- 
share     whether     sinevll     dobell     or 
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trebelle  shall  Ly  to  gather  in  Each 
deuision  to  each  party,  ye  fiorst 
Lot  fales  to  Zac'heus  Gould  Land  ye  2 
to  Vsaltons  Land  ye  3  to  William 
Nicklas  ye  4  to  Jacob  Townes  ye  5 
to  John  Redington  ye  6  to  Isacke 
Comings  Jur  ye  7  to  Mr  Bakers 
Land  ye  8  to  Thomas  Dorman  ye  9 
to  John  Wilds  ye  10  to  William 
Smith  ye  11  to  Thomas  Browing  ye 
12  to  Mr  Endickat  ye  13  to  mathu 
Stanley  ye  14  to  Antony  Carell  land 
ye  15  to  Isacke  Estey  ye  16  to 
ff ranees  Bates  Land  ye  17  to  Mr 
Bradstreet  Land  ye  18  to  Thomas 
perkins  ye  19  to  Robard  Androws 
Land  ye  20  to  Llumkins  Lot  ye  21 
to  Edmon  Townes  the  22  to  William 
EuenesLand  yv  23  to  Joseph  Townes 
ye  24  to  John  How  ye  25  to  Edmond 
Bridges  house  that  he  had  had  in 
Topseild  in  the  year  64  ye  26  to 
to  {Trainees  pebody  ye  27  to  rar  per- 
kins ye  28  to  Daniell  Clarke  ye  29 
to  Ensigue  Howlett  ye  30  to  Isacke 
Comings  senr  and  as  for  ye  Lots  of 
the  other  deuision  which  ye  stickey 
medow  is  part  of  is  Loted  out  after 
this  order  as  faleth  to  each  party  or 
each  partyes  Land  as  there  seuerall 
Lots  Ly  2:  3  &  4. 

Mr  Bradstreet  share  to  his  Land  is 
nomber  03  Mr  Endickat  share  to  his 
Land  is  25 


Mr  Perkins 
Mr  Baker 
Tho  Dorman 
ffrancs  pebody 
Will  Euenes  share 
Daniell  Clarke 
Isacke  Comings  senr 
Isacke  Comings  Jur 
Ensign  Howlett 
Will  Smith 


16 
12 
15 
29 
27 
02 
13 
14 
08 
17 


19 

30 
20 
24 
23 
10 
01 
04 
05 
06 
21 
18 


09 
22 

11 
28 
26 


ffrances  Bates  share 

John  Wrilds 

John  Redington 

Tho :  perkins 

Tho :  Browing 

John  How 

Zacheus  Gould  share  [hjia  Land 

Jacob  Townes 

Isacke  Estey 

William  Townes 

Edmond  Townes 

Mathu  standly 

Anthony  Carell  share  to  his  Land 

in  ye  Towne  is 
Edmond  Bridges  share  to   his 

house  and  Land  in  ye  Towne 

is  in 
Will  Nicklas 
Vseltons  share   to    his    Land    in 

ye  Towne 
Llumkins  Land 
Robard  Androws 

At  a  Llawfull  Towne  meeting  loth 
Noumber  1669.  Jacob  Townes  & 
Joseph  Townes  are  Chosen  to  Lay 
out  a  highway  ffrom  ye  Bridge  oner 
ye  Riuer  by  William  Townes  of  one 
pole  wide  {o  William  Nicklas  ffarme 
Which  he  Liue  apon  and  also  to 
William  Hobes  Land  Voted. 

Jacob  and  Joseph  Townes  being 
Chosen  to  Lay  out  a  highway  from 
the  Bridge  ouer  ye  riuer  by  William 
Townes  of  one  pole  Wide  to  William 
Nicklas  farme  which  he  Lines  aponc 
and  also  to  William  Hobes  bane 
acordingly  don  it. 

At  a  Law  full  Towne  meeting 
of  Jenewary  1670,  The  Towne 
ordered  ye*  Clarke  to  reeorde 
Lotes  Which  are  one  ye  other 
of  tlie  riuer  according  to  the  il 
tions  that  ye  Commity  c  kit  sen  foi 
the  Laving  out  of  ye  said  Lots   shall 


ye3 

bath 

the 
side 

■    \- 


' 


14 


derecte  him  Voted. 

Lliut  ffrainees  pebody  Ensigne 
John  Gould  and  Thomas  perkins 
being  Chosen  by  ye  Towne  to  Lay 
out  a  highway  through  part  of  Wil- 
liam Aueriell  Land  and  through  part 
of  Dauiell  Borman  Laud  to  the 
Northward  side  of  Mr  perkins  his 
home  ffeild  haue  accordingly  don  it 
ye  Which  highway  is  Laid  out  from 
the  Vpper  End  of  William  Aueriell 
orchard  one  rod  an  a  halfe  wide  to 
ye  afore  said  northward  side  of  Mr 
perkins  his  feild  and  so  through 
Daniell  Borman  Land  one  ye  north- 
ward sid  of  Mr  perkins  ffeild  to  the 
former  highway  againe. 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye  7 
march  1670  or  71. 

The  Towne  has  impotvred  the  sec- 
lectmen to  petition  to  the  Court  to 
git  ye  Bridge  ouer  ye  Reiuer  by  old 
Goodman  Townes  to  be  maintained 
one  ye  County  a  Count.  Voted 

The  Towne  is  willing  that  Lliut 
pebody  should  set  vp  a  saw  mille 
prouided  it  dos  not  doe  damige  to 
any  of  the  Towne  men  in  there  med- 
owes  Voated 

It  was  Voated  that  ye  Towne 
should  yearely  Chose  there  Clarke 
for  ye  Towne  and  also  there  seclect- 
men  by  papers 

The  Town  has  granted  Liberty  and 
impowered  ye  seclectmen  in  the  be- 
halfe  of  ye  Towne  to  agree  with 
Lliut  pebody  about  the  Riges  Ether 
by  saile  or  rent  as  thay  see  gcod 

Voted 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye  14 
noumber  1671.  The  Inhabitanee  of 
Topsfeikl  has  manifested  by  a  Voate 
that  thay  doe  not  desier  that  our 
Neaighahers  of  ye  Vilige    which  dos 


ordenerly  here  the  Word  of  god 
amongst  vs  should  pay  or  be  Charged 
With  ye  maintaing  of  it  in  Topsfeilu 
noe  Longer  then  till  it  please  god 
thay  be  abeli  to  maintaine  ye  word  a 
mongst  themselues  and  haue  a  min- 
ister settled  amongst  themselues  for 
to  despence  ye  word  of  God   to  thein 

Voted 

At  a  Llawfull  Towne  meeting  ye  5 
march  1G71  or  72. 

The  Towne  has  also  Voated  that 
ye  Viligers  shall  haue  Llibertv  to  set 
Vp  a  house  for  to  shelter  there  hors- 
es in  neere  to  ye  meeting  house 
Where  ye  seclectmen  and  thay  shall 
thinke  tite  or  most  Conuineat  and 
also  a  house  for  to  shelter  them- 
selues in  with  a  tier  in  it  duering  so 
Longe  as  thay  doe  Contriubnte  to  ye 
ministerey  here  in  Topslield  accord- 
ing to  what  thay  haue  menened 
Vnder  there  hands  and  also  the 
Towne  has  admited  and  aLowed  of 
ye  Viligers  to  haue  a  Voce  and  Coyee 
of  a  ministere}7  here  in  Topsl'eild  as 
the  Towne  themselues  bane  during 
the  time  of  there  Contriubuting  to  ye 
ministerey  in  Topsfeild  Voated 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye 
18:  1  m:  71  or  72.  The  Towne  dos 
grant  to  Deckon  Hewlett  Lliut  pe- 
body and  Isacke  Kstey  Joseph  Towns 
Corpr  edmond  Townes  and  Thomas 
Baker  all  the  swampe  medow  that 
Lyetli  apon  ye  Kiuer  Caled  rpswich 
Riuer  extending  from  the  Lower  part 
of  the  Gouuers  medow  donne  to  the 
bndg  that  goeth  ouer  ye  riuer  be 
Low  old  Goodman  Townes  for  an  in 
Considration  of  fifty  pounds  ye 
Towne  hath  Rescued  of  tin-  altoue 
named  parties  this  medow  here  in 
menened  Lveth  one  the  south  side  o( 
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Ipswich  riuer  Voated 

A  cording  to  a  Towne  order  and  as 
ye  Towne  had  hn  powered  vs  at  a 
Towne  meeting  ye  seuenth  of  march 
1670  or  71.  Wee  accordingly  haue 
don  it.  Wee  the  selectmen  haue 
sould  to  Lliut  pebody  the  Rigies  that 
is  fenced  in  and  ye  bounds  of  it  as 
ye  fence  now  stands  ye  Riges  Lyes 
one  ye  south  side  of  ye  brooke 
againts  his  orchard,  the  which  hee  is 
to  aLow  twenty  fine  sailings  for  ye 
riges,  and  he  has  discounted  with  Vs 
ye  selectmen  ye  twenty  fiue  sailings 
for  ye  Vese  of  ye  Towne. 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye  4 
march  1672  or  73  It  is  ordred  yt 
ye  seclectmen  shall  haue  power  to  Lay 
out  ye  bounds  where  the  fence  shall 
stand  by  the  medow  side  for  John 
Houey  apon  ye  south  west  side  of  ye 
brooke.  Voted. 

At  a  Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  sec- 
lectmen ye  30  Apreil  1673.  It  is 
ordred  and  a  greed  vpon  that.,  all 
Swine  shall  be  Ringed  sofieantly  from 
time  to  time  from  ye  pobiliticatior.  of 
this  order  till  the  15  of  Noueraber 
and  Eucrey  swine  that  shall  bee 
found  not  Ringed  from  a  quarter 
ould  and  Vpward  shall  forfe[t]  six 
pence  also  it  is  a  greed  that  all  swine 
shall  bee  yoaked  that  dos  damige  by 
breakeing  into  Corne  feild  and  pas- 
ter throe  soficant  fences  after  noties 
giuene  to  ye  owneres  of  such  swine 
thay  not  sped[ily]  yoaking  them 
«hall  for  fit  one  soiling  for  euery 
swine  and  after  noties  giuene  to  ye 
oneres  of  such  swine  thay  shall  for  fit 
twelue  pence  for  euery  day  till  thay 
yoake  them  and  such  swi[ne]  shall 
be  kept  yoaked  tell  Indan  haruies  he 
ended  this   order    is    to    stand    from 


time  to  time  tell  ye  Towne  see  Case 
to  alter  it  not  with  standing  any 
formar  order.  Voated. 

Mickall  Duneli  is  Chosene  by  ye 
seclectmen  to  Looke  to  ye  yoaking 
and  ringing  of  hoges  and  ye  sd  Don- 
iell  is  to  haue  one  halfe  of  ye  forfite 
for  his  payeues  as  is  expresed  in  ye 
order  aboue  Wrighteen  the  other 
halfe  hee  is  to  returne  to  ye  select- 
men Voated. 

At  a  meeting  of  ye  seclectmen  ye 
14  of  11  m:1673.  John  Gould  & 
ye  selectmen  Came  to  a  recking  and 
did  cleare  all  a  Counts  from  ye  be- 
ging  of  ye  World  to  this  day  the  se- 
lectmen giueing  John  Gould  his 
Towne  rate  this  yeare  as  ye  date 
aboue  make  mention  of  and  ye  sd 
Gould  dos  a  quite  ye  Towne  of  all 
detes  dues  and  demands,  and  ye  fifty 
shilings  that  ye  Court  at  Ipswich  did 
order  ye  sd  Gould  to  take  of  the 
Towne  so  that  ye  seclectmen,  in  ye 
behalfe  of  the  Towne  dos  Cleare 
John  Gould  of  all  that  has  bin  paid 
to  ye  sd  Gould  by  Constabell  or  Col- 
lectors or  any  that  has  bin  api 
by  ye  Towne  or  seclectmen  to  pay 
any  thing  to  .John  Gould  ye  select- 
men being  Lliut  pebody  Thomas  per- 
kius  Thomas  Baker  Edmon  Towuea 
and  this  is  or  a  greement  as  witnes 
our  hands  ye  day  and  yeare  aboue 
Wrighteen  and  Sargt  Bixby  dete  is 
in  eluded  that  ye  Towne  dos  owe  ye 
sd  Bixby  which  is  line  pounds  that 
should  be  paid  to  ye  sd  Gould,  the 
seclectmen  giueing  ye  BdGoukl  powei 
to  demand  of  the  said  John  ilouev 
Constabell  for  ye  yeare  H  the  tine 
pounds  that  was  put  into  ye  Towue 
rate  and  Conunited  to  him  to  gather 
Vp  and  if  ye  sd  Houey  dos  refuse  to 
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pay  it  to  ye  sd  Gould  then  Wee  ye 
seclectmen  doe  In  gage  to  giue  ye  sd 
Gouid  power  to  sue  for  it  the  sd 
Gould  guieing  the  seelectraen  a  noat 
to  Sargt  Bixby  to  take  Vp  there  bill 
and  ye  sd  Gould  will  delieur  Vp 
Sargt  Bixby  bill  to  him  as  witnes  or 
hands  this  14:  11  m:  1763. 
Witnes,  John  Gould 

John  Commings  ffrancis  pebody 

John  How  in  ye  name  of  ye  rest 

of  ye  selectmen. 

I  Thomas  Baker  doe  binde  ray 
selfe  to  ye  seclectmen  on  a  bond  of 
sixty  foure  pounds  to  see  the  rate 
that  they  haue  by  warrant  vnder  ther 
hands  Commited  to  mee  to  gather  vp 
for  mr  Hubbord  I  doe  by  these 
presant  in  gage  as  is  aboue  sd  to  ye 
seclect  men  to  see  that  et  shall  be 
deleuered  to  mr  Hubbord  I  haueing 
ye  oner  pluch  of  ye  rate  for  my 
paynes  as  witnes  my  hand  this  19 
day  of  Jenewary  16  74.  I  the  sd 
Tho :  Baker  doe  ingage  to  pay  to  mr 
Hubbord  61  lb.  [3]  s  and  what  ye 
rate  dos  a  mount  to  more  I  ame  to 
haue  for  my  pay  hies  I  doeing  et  by 
ye  Last  of  July  after  ye  date  aboue 
sd.  Thomas  Baker. 

a  Rate  made  ye  9  day  of  ffebewary 
in  ye  yeare  1674  to  defray  ye  Townes 
detes  and  giuen  to  ye  Constabell  of 
Topsfelld  or  his  deputy  to  gather  vp 
and  pay  as  derestion  is  giuen  to 
them  ye  rate  dos  a  mount  to  281b 
08s  03d  ye  which  thay  stand  in  deted 
to  ye  Towne  tell  they  haue  discharged 
ye  rate  and  then  thay  shall  be  dis- 
charged 

ye  detea  is  261b  lis  0«d 
so  that  ye  oner  plush  of   ye  281b  08s 
03d  from  261b  Us  08d  and  there  rest 


to  ye  Towne  011b  16s  03d 

John  how.     Consta'oel. 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye  o 
march  1673  or  74. 

The  Towne  has  Left  it  to  ye  sec- 
lectmen to  settell  the  bounds  betwenc 
the  Townes  Land  and  that  ffairme  a< 
was  Mr  Whittinggons.  Voted 

The  propriaters  haue  Chosen  the 
Lote  Layeres  or  ye  maior  part  o: 
them  to  Record  how  thay  Laid 
Lotes  one  ye  south  side  of  ye  riuer 
Whether  to  housing  So  Land  or  to  ye 
parsons  that  did  Line  in  the  housing 
in  ye  year  61  :  with  ye  bredth  and 
Lenth  of  euery  Lote. 

At  a  Lawfnll  Towne  meeting  the 
19  of  agust  1674.  Tlie  Towne  made 
Chose  of  Isacke  Comings  senr  and 
Ensigne  John  Gould  and  Lliut  lTrain- 
ces  pebody  to  bound  the  medow  that 
old  Goodman  Gould  sould  for  ye 
Towne  to  seuerall  of  our  Neaibores, 
wee  the  ffore  named  persona  liaue 
bounded  ye  medow  in  manner  as  fol- 
eth.  Wee  begane  to  marke  trees  al 
ye  Clay  pits  there  ye  medow  begius 
there  wee  marked  two  trees  one 
Whiat  oake  betwene  ye  Claie  pites 
and  ye  rieur  and  a  nother  tree  Deere 
to  ye  Clay  pites  one  ye  south  Bid  one 
ye  ^g^a  of  ye  Vpland  ami  a  great 
Elmo  marked  by  ye  Vpland  side 
West  from  ye  Clay  pites  and  so  a 
Louge  with  marked  tieos  bv  ye  l*p- 
land  side  tell  wee  Came  invie  to  Mr 
Emliekat  medow  these  are  ye  Don  mis 
of  that  medow  that  Lvetli  one  the 
south  sid  ye  riuer  Caled  Ipswich 
riuer  a  Joying  to  ye  riuer  from  mr 
Endiekat  farme  donne  to  the  ^  13 
pites  oeere  to  the  Bridge  by  Joseph 
Townes  house. 
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Thomas  perkins  bounds  betwene 
his  Land  at  Billingate  and  the 
Townes  Common  Land,  the  first  tree 
marked  is  a  popler  tree  neere  the 
medow  Caled  Robard  Smith  medow 
and  a  heape  of  stones  from  thence 
southeast  two  a  swamp  where  there 
is  two  popler  trees  marked  with  a 
heape  of  stones  betwene  them  and 
from  thence  to  a  smale  wall  nuttree 
neere  to  a  swampe  marked  with  a 
heape  of  stones  at  it ;  from  thence 
to  a  smale  Whiat  oake  in  a  swamp 
marked  and  a  heape  of  stones  at  it 
neere  to  the  Corner  of  berzilah 
Barkers  Land. 

John  Wilds  his  bounds  betwene 
the  Towne  Land  and  his,  a  great 
whiate  oacke  marked  from  thence  to 
a  Littell  blake  ocke  marked  and  a 
heape  of  stones  at  it  from  thence  to 
a  heape  of  stones  and  two  wallnuts 
trees  marked  from  thence  to  a  stake 
and  a  heape  of  stones  and  three  Lit- 
tell trees  marked  that  stands  neere 
to  ye  stake  &  heape  of  stones  from 
thence  to  an  cleme  tree  marked  in  a 
swampe  neere  the  south  side  of  the 
swamp  from  thence  to  a  heape  of 
stones  behind  William  perkins  house 
from  thence  to  a  nother  heape  of 
stones  which  is  the  Corner  betwene 
William  perkins  and  John  How 

John  How  bounds  from  a  heape 
of  stones  that  are  the  Corner  bounds 
betwene  him  and  William  perkins 
from  thence  to  a  heape  of  stones  that 
are  about  two  rode  and  a  halfe  of 
his  barne  from  thence  to  a  heape  of 
stones  neere  his  dweling  house  and 
from  thence  to  where  he  Joyncs  to 
Goodman  Clarke. 

At  a  Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  sec- 
lectmen  ye  1  June  1075. 


'Isack  Estey  and  John  Robinson 
and  Jacob  Towne3  are  Chosen  and 
apioynted  to  Vew  the  Way  one  ye 
south  sid  of  ye  Riuer  and  to  a  Low 
of  it  as  thay  shall  see  good  that  Way 
as  goeth  to  Salara  that  is  Complained 
of.  Voted 

this  is  a  trew  Cope  of  a  Recct  that 
Ed  man  towne  twoke  of  the  Contre 
tresarer  mr  Rusil  as  a  discarg  of  a 
contre  rate  that  was  mad  and  Com- 
ited  to  him  to  gather  vp  being  Con- 
stabel. 

Edmand  town3  Coustabel  of  tops- 
feild  hath  paid  to  mee  twelue  pounds 
flue  shilings  and  seuen  pence  which 
is  in  full  of  thare  townes  proporeiou 
of  the  Cuutre  Rate  for  the  yere  1674. 
witnes  mi  hand  the  4  iii  mo.  1075. 

by  me  Ricard  Rusil  treasurer 

ther  is  a  Rate  mad  by  the  selaetmeu 
the  3  of  august  1675  for  the  defraing 
of  our  townes  proporeiou  of  a  singel 
Contre  Rate  dobeled  acording  to 
warant  that  we  Receued  from  the 
Contre  tresurer. 

this  Rate  Comited  to  the  Constabcl 
iohn  how  is  twenti  hue  pound  sis 
peuc. 

at  a  lafull  meeting   of  the   Selact- 

men  the  S  of  saptember  1675  wee 
hau  agreed  to  mak  a  stone  wall 
aboute  the  meetting  hous    for    fort  * 

*  *  the  wall  is  to  be  three  foote 
brod  in  the  botom  and    Hue    foot  hie 

*  *  or  six  as  shall  be  thole  most 
Conueuiant  with  a  watch  hous  at  the 
south  est  Corner  with  in  this  wall 
ten  foot  square  this  is  to  he  don  by 
the  towne  and  except  sueh  as  do 
vsalli  Com  to  her  the  word  pieehed 
at  or  hi  our  meeting  hows  will  haln 
the  towne   most    do   it    at 

charge. 
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this  wall  is  to  b«  ten  footo  from  the 
meeting  hems  side  and  ende  but  on 
the  south  side  it  is  to  be  twelne  foot 
be  twene  this  wall  aod  the  hous  and 
the  wach  hows  Cornar  is  to  be  fore 
foot  from  the  hoas  end. 

ther  is  a  Rate  Comited  to  John  how 
Constabel  a  singel  Contre  Hate  that 
a  mountes  to  a  leuen  pound  ten  shil- 
ins  and  three  penc. 

also  ther  is  a  nother  Rate  Comited  to 
John  how  Constable  that  is  iernaaed 
by  warant  from  the  Coritri  treserar 
that  a  mountes  to  seuen  singel  Contre 
Rates  which  som  is  Eighte  fore 
pound  and  seuenteene  ehilens. 
•  at  a  meeting  of  the  selact  men  the 
10  of  Januari  1G75  ther  was  a  Rate 
Comited  to  John  how  Constable  for 
the  miuester  which  Rate  amountes 
to  sixte  on  pound  one  shilin  and  two 
penc  for  the  sad  Constable  lo  gather 
in  spedeli  for  the  mantananc  of  our 
minister  60  pound  is  his  due  the  Re- 
mander  is  for  the  townes  use, 
John  how  Constabel  el  topafeeld 
hath  payd  in  to  the  treserar  of  the 
Contrey  the  8  October  1G7«S  fore  and 
twente  pounds  cleuen  shiligs  and  two 
pence  in  full  of  the  sad  townes  pro1- 
porcion  to  the  two  extroordenari 
Rates  due  to  the  Contre  the  last  of 
October  last  past  as  the  some  is  al- 
lowed on  for  66. 

p.  me,  Richard  Rusil  treserar. 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selaekt 
men  ther  was  a  Rate  Comited  to 
John  how  Constable  for  to  gather 
and  pay  in  to  the  Contre  traserar  for 
our  townes  pruporeion  being  Eighte 
fore  pound  this  is  Recorded  befor  in 
in  a  nother  plac  the  who!  Rate  is 
Eighte  fore  pound  seauenteene  shil- 
ino-s. 


at  a  Lawfull  Towne  Meting  the  7  of 
Marc}]  1675-76.  Left,  ffrancis  pabody 
is  Chosen.  Ciark  to  kep  the  Towne 
Book  litis  yere : 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the  7  of 
march  1675-76  its  agreed  that  selact 
men  shall  be  chosen  bi  nomenacion 
this  yere  and  vote[d]. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the  7 
march  1675-76  mr  thoinas  baker  and 
EJpherom  dorman  and  sargan  Reding- 
ton  and  francis  pabody  and  decon 
perkens  ail  of  them  are  Chosen  to  be 
selact  men  for  to  order  the  preudan- 
cell  afares  of  the  towne  this  yeare 
Insuing. 

John  How  is  Chosen  Coustabell  for 
this  yere  in  suing  and  voted  1675-76. 
Jacob  towne  Is  Chosen  to  same  one 
the  Juri  of  trialls  at  Ipswich  Corte 
next  in  suing. 

7  march  daniel  borman  and  Isack 
Este  ar  Chosen  soruaures  of  hiuaes 
and  fences  for  this  yeare  in  suing 
ana  voted. 

at  a  lawful]  towne  meeting  7  march 
fjj  it  is  granted  that  samuel  howlct 
and  John  trench  wiliiam  perkens 
inner  and  micall  douell  that  thay 
shall  be  Comenars  as  other  freehold- 
er are  In  our  Coman  laud  for  feed 
and  other  prculieges    voted. 

at  a  lawfull  towue  meeting  the  7 
march  1675-76.  sargan  Redington 
and  John  wiles  and  f ranees  pabodv 
ar  Chosen  a  eomite  for  the  towue  to 
agree  with  mr  thomas  backer  to  ax- 
ohaug  a  strip  of  land  that  lies  aioyne- 
ing  to  the  sad  mr  bakers  land  and 
also  to  satel  the  bouudes  of  his 
farma  voted. 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  7  march  ]  £  it  is 
ordered  that  the  selact  men  shall  see 
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thai  the  olde  book  the  towne  book 
shall  be  traucsribed  into  the  aew 
book  and  that  the  land  on  the  south 
ski  the  Reuer  that  was  iayed  out  by 
deuisians  to  the  seueral  inhabetants 
the  selact  men  shall  see  that  ther 
lots  be  Recorded  acording  as  tha 
ware  lade  out         voted, 

at  a  lawful!  meeting  of  the  se!ac>t- 
men  the  forthenth  da  Juli.  70,  ther 
was  Comited  to  John  ho  v.*  Cor  tabel 
a  Rale  for  the  $t;fraiog  of  tea  singel 
Rates  which  Rate  araountes  to  a 
hondered  and  twente  pound  for  the 
sad  Constabel  to  colaekt  and  gather 
of  the  saueral  parsons  Ratabel  and 
cari  it  in  to  the  Contri  treserar. 

20.  7.  1675.  ataiawfullmcetingof 
the  towne  Isaek  Oomins  seuar  is 
Chosen  graniuri  man  for  this  yeare 
Insuing  also  William  Auiril  is  Chos- 
en to  same  on  the  Jurie  of  trials  at 
Ipswich  Corte  next  Insuing. 

at  a  meeting  oi  the  seiackt  msathe 
29  of  desamber  1676  ther  is  a  Rate 
for  the  imnester  Comited  lo  Die  Cc  •• 
stabel  John  how  to  gather  vp  and 
earo  in  to  mister  hoban  his  due  is 
sixte  pound  but  the  Rate  amountcs 
to  sixte  two  pound  and  about  tweluc 
shilins. 

Rescued  this:  13th:  3d:  75.  of 
Ephralm  Dorman  Constable  of  Tops- 
feiid  in  full  their  Townes  preportion 
to  the  Cuntry  Rate  for  one  singgle 
Rate  and  three  quorters  the  some  of 
ninctcenc  pounds  eight  shilings  aud 
six  pence. 

I  say  reseu ed  for  the  yeare  73. 
by  me 
Rishard  Russell  Treasurer. 


Mr  Hobard        this  is  a  true   Coppy 
lllb:2s:0d       of   the     trasurrs   re- 

seight  taken  by  me 
Mr  Russells 
81b  :  6s  :    6d     frances  pabody  Clarke 

dated  the  29  of  January  1C76. 

this  fift  of  febrnari  1676  ther  is  a 
Rate  for  the  defraing  of  Indian  ware 
Charges  Containing  six  singel  Con- 
trerates  Rates  which  amounteth  to 
fifte  three  pound  and  sixteene  shilens 
this  Rate  is  delivered  to  John  Flow 
Constabel  for  to  gather  vp  and 
deleuer  to  the  Coutre  tresarer  or  his 
assigns  acordingli  as  he  hath  dira- 
cion  In  the  tresares  warrant. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  march 
2.  1676—77  Isaek  Comings  senr.  is 
Chosen  moderater  this  present  meet- 
ing voted. 

it  is  agreed  that  the  selact  men 
shall  be  Chosen  by  nominacion  not 
withstanding  ani  formorordr  voted, 
that  the  Clarke  shal 
day 
not 


it  is  agreed 
be  Chosen    bi    nominacion    this 
for   this   veare   insuing — voted 


with  standing  ani  formor  order. 

Li  ftenant  Pebody  is  cho^c^  01 
for  the  yeare  inseuing  voted. 

John  how  is  Chosen  Constabel 
for  the  yeare  insuing  voted. 

the  towne  hath  granted  to  John 
how  a  slip  of  land  to  John  how  of 
two  rod  and  half  brod  at  his  barn 
and  to  Com  to  nothing  at  his  stak  at 
his  boud  stak  to  wards  the  bridg  bi 
goodman  CI  arks. 

Ensignc  goold  sargen  towne  decon 
perkeings  John  Rediugtou  and 
frances  pabody  ar  Chosen  selact  men 
for  the  yere  in  suing  -  -  -  -  voted. 

John  Comings  is  Chosen  to  same 
on  the  Juri  of  trials  the  naxt  Cort  at 
Ipswich  -  -  -  -  voted. 
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John  freuch  and  John  Robeson 
are  Chosen  seruares  for  hi  was  to 
see  that  thay  be  mad  pasabel  as  the 
law  requires  -  -  -  -  voted. 

the  seruares  hau  powr  and  here  by 
ar  impouered  to  tak  or  destrane  there 
fines  for  not  atending  the  mending 
hiwaes  after  legall  warning  two 
shiliegs  six  penc  for  eueri  dayes 
neglact  thay  bailing  two  dayes  warn- 
ing -  -  -  -  voted. 

John  IJouey  and  Samuel  Howlat 
ar  Chosen  to  see  to  the  mending 
fences  that  thay  see  that  thay  be  as 
town  orders  Require 

the  town  hath  agreed  to  Chang  a 
bout  half  anacor  of  vpland  for 
somoth  madoo  with  Ed  man  towne 
decon  perkeiugs  and  f ranees  pabody 
ar  Chosen  to  see  it  don  -  -  -  -  voted 
*  Reeeued  October  the  22th  1676 
from  John  how  Coustabel  of  Tops- 
fceild  for  the  ycare  1 075  the  som  of 
Eleuen  pownd  ten  shilings  and  three 
pence  in  some  that  being  in  full  of 
that  townes  singel  Rate  for  the  a  for 
saide  yere  as  witnes  mi  hand  as 
Excotetor  to  my  honored  father 
Richard  Rusiii  late  tresarer 

James  Rusill 

This  is  a  trew  Cope  of  the  Con- 
stabel  John  how  his  Recet  that  he 
brot  from  the  tresarers  Excecttor. 

pr  mee  frauces  pabody  Clarke 

1676. 

thare  is  a  towne  Rate  made  the 
three  and  twenteth  of  februari  for 
the  defraing  of  all  towne  debtes  as 
alsoe  wliot  is  yet  oing  to  mr.  gilbrt. 

At  a  lawful!  towne  meeting  march 
the  7.  1676 — 77  the  towne  hath 
granted  to  william  pcrkcings  iunar 
two  acorcs  of  vpland  liing  bctwene 
his  one  house  and  the  swamp  that 
strip  of  land  that  was  axchangcd  for- 


mali  with  william  perkeings  for  land 
that  John  how  had  of  t[h]e  towne 
and  the  for  sayd  willi  perkeiugs  is 
to  pay  three  pownd  in  Corant  pay  to 
the  towne  voted. 

the  towne  hath  agreed  with  John 
Robeson  to  sweep  the  meeting  how* 
and  he  is  to  haue  twenti  five  shilings 
a  ye  are. 

also  he  is  to  dig  graucs  for  such 
as  shall  Requir  him  and  he  is  to  haue 
three  shilins  six  penc  for  al  gram* 
abou  for  foot  long  and  two  and  six 
penc  for  al  vude[r]. 

the  towne  granted  to  exchang  a 
smal  strip  of  land  with  sargen  towne 
at  alawfull  towne  meeting  march  2 
1676- — 77  the  towne  made  Covse  of 
decon  perkens  and  f ranees  pabody 
to  see  it  don  and  thay  the  afor  said 
men  on  the  sixt  of  a  peril!  did  goe 
and  see  it  don  aud  it  is  thus  don 
from  a  whit  oke  marked  on  the 
southe  sid  of  the  sad  Edmari  towues 
madoe  land  to  a  small  popelcr  in  a 
line  or  strait  Corse  and  that  popeler 
is  his  bound  Coruar  tree  next  to  the 
Cowemau  and  from  that  popeler strat 
to  the  Better  where  there  is  a  small 
Red  oke  marked. 

In  august  1676  thare  was  a  Rate 
made  and  Comited  to  John  how  Con- 
stab[el]  to  gather  vp  and  pay  into 
the  tresarer  or  his  asignes  the  Rale 
is  six  singel  Contre  Kates  which  som 
amontes  to  fiftc  three  pound  and 
thiiteene  shilins. 

at  a  meeting  of  the  select  men 
Janaari  4  1677  ther  is  Comited  to  Jo 
how  Constable  two  Rates  on  is  the 
singel  Contre  Rate  which  amountes 
to  nine  pound  two  shilens  and  Right 
penc  the  other  Rata  is  the  moni 
winch  is  two  singel  Contre  Kates 
which  amountes  to  Kighteeoe    pound 
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five  shileings  and  fore  penc  which 
Rates  the  Constabel  is  to  gather  vp 
of  the  saueral  parsons  Ratabel  and 
pa  it  in  to  the  Contre  tresarer  or  his 
asignes. 

where  as  the  towne  mad  Coyse  of 
sargen  Redington  and  John  wiles 
seenar  and  frances  pabody  to  agree 
with  mister  baker  about  exchange  of 
a  small  strip  of  land  about  three 
acores  and  a  half  which  the  afor- 
named  men  haue  don  the  land 
that  mister  baker  hath  of  the  towncs 
land  lieth  against  his  hous  in  part  as 
it  is  layd  out  and  the  bredth  at  the 
Est  end  is  ten  Rod  wide  and  a  half 
from  the  Cornar  of  his  wall  which  is 
the  bounds  of  it  at  the  Est  ward 
Cornar  and  his  lin  is  to  Ron  from 
that  Corno[r]  of  his  land  to  a  grat 
whit  oke  about  twente  and  flue  Rod 
distanc  sou  west  ner  to  the  hiwa  that 
lieth  or  ledath  from  the  falles  bridg 
to  the  meeting  howse  and  from  that 
whit  oke  vp  the  hill  as  the  fence 
Rones  that  is  now  standing  which  is 
a  hadg  and  to  go  strat  from  the  End 
of  that  fenc  to  a  grat  Rad  oke  which 
is  marked  and  at  that  tree  the  land 
mr  baker  hath  of  the  towne  comes  to 
a  poynted  wedg,  now  the  bowndes 
of  mr  bakers  land  is  neer  along  bi  the 
way  from  the  foi  sade  oke  to  a  small 
oke  marked  neer  the  hiwa  as  goes  or 
conies  from  or  to  the  meeting  hous 
and  from  that  small  oke  twente  and 
on  Rod  towardes  the  meeting  hou3 
wher  the  afore  named  men  did  agree 
with  mr  baker  that  his  bound  Cornor 
of  his  farm  should  be  now  this  on 
and  twente  Rod  from  the  small  oke 
to  the  bound  stake  and  from  this 
bound  sfcak  f ifto  and  fore  Rod  strat 
on  in  mr  bakeres  line  west  ward 
from  the  meeting  hous  where   was   a 


stak  sat  and  a  heap  of  Rokcs  lad 
about  the  stake  Rit  in  a  beaten  hi- 
way  and  from  this  stak  and  heap  of 
stones  Rit  in  a  line  to  the  afor 
named  small  oke  now  this  is  the  land 
the  towne  hath  of  mr  baker  twente 
one  Rod  brod  lifte  and  for  Rod  long 
Coming  to  a  poynted  wedg  at  the 
end  of  iifte  fore  Rod  now  the 
boundes  of  mr  bakeres  land  from  the 
bound  stake  and  heap  of  stones  that 
is  at  the  End  of  the  land  the  towne 
hath  of  mr  baker  from  that  stak  and 
heaps  of  stones  Rit  in  a  line  to  a 
marked  tree  at  the  foot  of  the  bridg 
nere  to  Ephrom  dormans  hous. 
20  June  1677. 

the  seclect  men    of  Topsfeild   doe 
aLow  a   blake    rone    horse  of   John 
Gould  to  bee  alikely  horse   aCording 
to  Law  to  rune  apon  ye  Commons. 
June  1677. 

John  Comings  is  Chosen    graniure 
man  for  the  naxt  Cort  heeld  at   lps- 
weech. 
August  26  1677. 

John  french  is  Chosen  to  same  on 
the  Juri  of  trialls  the  naxt  Cort  hild 
at  Ipswich. 

Kno  al  parsons  by  these  presants 
that  I  doe  acquitt  and  discharge  the 
towne  of  topsfeild  of  and  from  than 
three  first  Rates  of  sixte  pound  pr 
anom  for  my  labors  in  the  ministrev 
thare  1  sa  I  doe  fulli  acquitt  thaie 
three  Rates  for  auu  72,  To,  71,  and 
haue  receued  them  trewli  and  fulli  as 
wittnes  my  hand 

Jerimi  hobatt 

may    3da    1677    in     presence    of 
Thomas  baker  John    how    who  ware 
apoyuted  by  the  selet  men  to  aoount 
the  Rates  aforesaid  with   m] 
tha  say. 

Boston  this  :  17  :  of   march  :  1678. 
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Receued  of  franses  Pebody  the  just 
sum  of  foure  pounds  in  mony  and  is 
in,  full  to  pay  the  subscription  to  the 
contribution  for  the  new  buleding  for 
the  Colledge  '  j  say  Receued  by  me 
william  Manning:  wittnes  Henry 
Bartholmew.  which  for  pownd  j  tran- 
ces pabody  Receued  of  the  Constabel 
Samuel  Houlat  witnes  my  hand 

frances  pabody. 

at  a  Meeting  of  the  freemen  the  22 
of  the  2  mo  1678,  Sargen  John  Red- 
ington  was  Chosen  gran  Juriman  for 
the  yeare  Insing  voted 

at  a  lawful!  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  the  14  iune  1679.  thay  hau 
worke  at  mr  hubba[rts]  to  make  a 
hage  fence  shall  pay  two  shiliug  six 
penc  a  day  from  sixteene  yeare  ould 
and  vpward  as  the  law  doth  not  free. 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  John  how  was  Chosen  to  same 
on  the  Jurie  of  triales  the  naxt  Cort 
that  is  to  be  heeld  at  Ipswich,  13,  da 
of  saptember  1G80.  voted 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  select 
men  13  of  the  7  month  1080,  a  writ- 
ing to  John  hunk  in  to  fore  war  ne 
him  of  Coming  to  be  an  inlmbetant 
in  owe  towne. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the 
forth  of  may  1G81,  Isack  este  senar 
was  Chose  to  be  graniure  man  fo  the 
[y]eare  insuing  voted. 

We  whos  names  are  under  writen 
hauing  power  from  the  Towne  to 
settell  bounds  with  those  that  Joyne 
on  our  Common  :  we  haue  a  cordingly 
agreed  with  mr  Timmothy  Pirkins ; 
that  all  the  upland  and  medow  :  that 
is  within  his  fence  at  this  time  Jenu- 
ary  ye  5th  1080  :  in  the  field  by  the 
meeting  hous  nere  bare  hill :  shall  be 


and  Remain*  to  him  and  his  heirs 
foreuer,  and  the  fence  as  it  now 
stands  shall  be  his  bounds  and  that 
it  shall  be  entered  in  our  Towne 
book  ;  for  the  which  he  the  said  Tim- 
mothy Firkins  doth  in  iage  to  pay 
two  pounds  eleuen  shilings 

Thomas  Baker 
John  How 
Jacob  Towne 
one    and    twenty    of    that   a  bone 
mentioned  is  mony  1  am    sertenly  in- 
formed by  Mr.    Thomas    baker   and 
Mr.  Timmothy  Pirkins. 

Ephraim  dorman. 
Decn  Isaac  Comings  Constable  of 
Topsficld  for  the  yeare  one  thousen 
six  hundred  and  eighty  six,  I  say  re- 
reseued  of  him  ye  full  of  that  rate 
which  was  made  for  my  use  for  ye 
year  aforesaid  and  commited  to  him 
to  collect  I  say  rescued  of  him  for 
that  yeare  in  full  for  what  was  com- 
mited to  him  to  gather 

by  me  Joseph  Capen. 
dat  Jan  20:  109.} 
this  is  a  true  coppy  entered    pr  me 
Ephraim  Dorman 

Recorder  for  Tops  field, 
rescued  ye  full   of   ye  rate    for   ye 
yeare  85  by  the  hand  of    Elisha    Pir- 
kins constable,  witnes  my  hand 

Joseph  Capen. 
May  21  $8     this  Is  a  true  copy  en- 
tered pr  me 

Ephraim  Dorman  Clarke. 

Charlstowne  18th  march  1000:  or  01. 
then  Rescued  of  mr  John  Towne 
Constable  of  Topsfield  three  twenty 
shilling  bills  of  ereadit  and  thirty  six 
shillings  in  mony  and  is  in  full  of  ye 
two  mony  rates  .■   h  .': 

Towne  ye  wholl  i  lite  remainder 
four  pounds  six!  hillings    1    say 
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reseued   pr  John  Phillips  Treasurer 

Copia  Vare: — Ephraim  Dorinan 
Towne  Clarke. 

Charlstowne  ye  sixt  of  may  1691. 

Rescued  of  mr  John  Towne  Cun- 
stable  of  Topsfield  eighty  pounds  in 
bills  Charged  on  said  Constable  and 
bills  of  Creadit  as  mony  in  full  of  ye 
ten  rates  which  he  was  to  Colect  of 
ye  inhabitence  of  said  Towne  by 
worrent  bareing  date  ye  2  of  Aprill 
1690.  1  say  reseued  pr  John  Phillips 
Treasurer. 

Copia  Vare — atest  Ephraim  Dor- 
man  Towne  Clarke 

Charls  Towne  ye  16  desember  1692 
the[n]  Reseued  of  mr  John  Towne 
Cunstable  of  Topsfield  ye  sum  of 
ninety  pounds  fiue  shillings  and  one 
penny  as  mony  in  pt  of  ye  twenty 
Rates  of  said  Town.  I  say  Reseued 
pr  John  Phillips  Treasurer 

Copya  Vare — atest  Ephraim  Dor- 
man  Town  Clarke. 

Boston  fabruary  22:1693-4. 

Reseued  of  mr  John  Towne  Con- 
stable of  Topsfield  ten  shillings  and 
six  pence  bill  of  Creadit  and  four 
pounds  four  shillings  and  fiue  pence 
by  discount  for  my  master  James 
Tailor  Treasurer  in  full  of  ye  twenty 
Rates  of  said  Towncs  asesmeut 
04  :14  :11  pr  Jaremiah  Allin 

Copya  Vare — atest  Ephraim  Dor- 
man  Clarke. 

at  a  meeting  of  the  selact  men  the 
forth  of  Jan uari  1677.  there  was  a 
Rate  Counted  to  Ensigue  goold  and 
John  how  for  to  gather  vp  and  pay 
in  to  the  ministar  mister  hobart.  tha 
ar  to  pay  to  the  ministar  sixte  pound 
and  tha  are  to  pay  John  Robeson 
twente  and  tine  shi lings  and   thay  ar 


to  haue  the  Rest  for  thar  payncs  or 
for  gathering  vp  the  mioisteres  due 
and  John  Robeson s  due. 

this  Rate  her  spesified  is  sixte  fine 
pound  nine  shilings  and  ten  penc. 

at  a  lawfull  Town  Meting  the 
fourth  of  March  167f  Left,  ffrancis 
Pabody  is  chosen  dark  to  kep  the 
town  Book  this  yere  voted  : 

samuei  howlat  is  Chosen  Constabel 
for  this  year  in  suing  voted. 

Eusigne  goold  mr  thomas  baker 
[I]sack  Co[m]ings  John  honey  and 
trances  pabody  ar  Chosen  selactmen 
for  to  order  the  prudacal  afares  of 
the  town  for  this  year  iusuiug  voted. 

John  french  and  John  Robeson  ar 
Chosen  soruaares  for  hiwas  this  year 
insuing.  voted. 

John  Wiles  and  danil  borman  are 
Chosen  to  vew  fences  this  yeare  in- 
suing,  voted. 

John  Robeson  is  agreed  with  for 
to  sweep  the  meeting  hous  and  to 
rasen  the  dores  and  is  to  haue  twento 
fiue  shilens  for  his  payenes    voted 

the  towne  hath  granted  to  tobiiah 
perkeus  to  be  a  Comanar  foi  f  >  1 
and  fating  timbe[r]  as  his  nibors  ar. 

tobiiah  perkeus  is  Chosen  to  same 
on  the  Jure  of  trials  the  naxt  Counte 
Cort  hild  at  Ipswicli  voted. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  march 
5,  1677.78  the  towne  granted  to  mr 
hobart  the  pond  that  licth  on 
southside  or  south  est  end  or  side  of 
the  meeting  nous  and  three  ackcres 
of  land  aioyening  to  it  voted. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  5 
march.  1677.78.  the  towne  for  the 
presenting  of  thare  timber  on  the 
south  sid  the  Reuer  hai 
no  man  hanee  forward  shall  fal  aiU 
trees  or  timber   witli    out    leue    from 
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such  men  or  man  that  t[h]e  townc 
shall  impoure  to  giue  leue  if  ani  shall 
fall  ani  treese  with  out  leue  hee  shall 
pay  for  eueri  tree  ten  shilins  to  the 
towne. 

this  order  is  for  the  timber  on  the 
south  side  the  Reuer  onli      voted. 

Isack  Este  senr  is  Chosen  and  im- 
pouered  to  grant  liberti  to  such  of 
our  towne  as  need  ani  timber  and  to 
take  the  penalti  of  ani  that  shall  fall 
ani  timber  without  leue  voted. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  march 
5,  1677.78.  the  towne  granted  to 
Isack  Este  senr  and  Jacob  towne  and 
John  Robeson  a  small  strip  of  vpland 
and  swamp  ling  by  the  Reuer  on  the 
south  side  the  Reuer  and  the  aboue 
sade  men  are  to  giue  to  the  towne 
whot  the  selact  men  and  tuay  shall 
agree  vpon  for  the  prise  of  it. 

voted. 

march  5,  1G77-78. 

the  towne  granted  to  mr  william 
perkins  senr  liberti  to  remoue  his 
fence  on  the  south  west  end  of  his 
feeld  to  the  vpland  side  sowwest 
ward  hee  paying  for  it  to  the  towne 
as  the  selact  men  and  hee  shall  agree 
prouided  it  be  no  prcdegidis  to  the 
parsonidg  land  voted. 

the  towne  granted  to  william  per- 
kins Juner  a  strip  of  land  aioyning 
to  his  one  laud  bounded  with  a  letel 
Ron  of  water  in  part  on  the  west  side 
of  it  and  the  sade.  william  perkins  is 
to  pay  to  the  towne  Eight  pound  for 
it  excapt  the  selact  men  Judg  it 
worth  more  its  laftto  them  and  him 
self  to  agree  for  the  prise  of  it 

voted. 


Receucd  march    17th  16' 


from 


Isack  Este  by  a  noat  from  mr  siman 


broadstreet  ecquire  the  som  of  two 
pounds  and  six  sbilings  in  full  of 
Topcfeilds  rate  for  theyeare,  1661. 
I  say  Receued  as  Excecutor  to  my 
honored  father  Racherd  Rusil  Esquir 
late  tresurar  desesed 

James  Rusill. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  march 
5,  of  16^J  the  towne  granted  to  John 
how  fine  Rod  of  ground  to  be  lade 
out  at  the  norwest  Corner  of  his 
howslot  by  his  barne.  voted. 

the  19  of  aperel  1678  this  aboue 
mencioned  line  Rod  of  ground  graut- 
ed  to  John  how  is  hide  out  by  the 
selact  men  the  extent  of  it  is  about 
fore  Rod  nor  ward  from  a  great  oke 
that  is  now  standing  uere  the  way 
against  John  howes  barne. 

this  is  a  recet  of  whot  william  per- 
kens  hath  payed  to  the  towne  in  part 
of  the  three  pound  he  oeth  lo  the 
towne  for  his  first  parcil  of  laud  he 
boote  of  the  towne. 

Receued  of  william  perkens,  inner, 
sixteene  shilings  for  the  ucc  of  the 
towne  of  topcfeeld  by  the  order  ot 
insigne  John  goold  select  man  in  the 
yeare  1677.     2  ape  re  11  1678. 

Joseph  bisbe. 

this  sixteene  shilings  aboue  men- 
cioned and  payed  to  Joseph  bigsbe 
to  him  for  worke  he  did  about  mr 
hoberts  windoe  or  for  shingel    for  it. 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  the  thirteth 
day  of  aperell  1678,  aargent  John 
Redington  was  Chosen  to  same  on 
the  graniurie  this  year  in  suing 

voted. 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selaet 
men  28  Juli  1678  wee  doe  order  that 
thare  shall  he  lioe  Raines  ore  K:\me 
to  Rune  vpon  ani  ground  that  is  with 
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out  fence  after  the  first  of  august 
uext  Insuing  tell  a  month  after 
mickellmas  vpon  the  forfeture  of  one 
half  of  the  Rames  or  Rame  soe  taken 
vp  and  it  is  lawfull  for  ani  man  to 
take  ani  Rames  ore  Rame  that  is 
seene  to  ron  vpon  ani  vnfenced 
ground  within  the  time  aboue  sayed. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  27  of 
august  John  Redington  is  Chosen 
Comisioner  to  Joyne  with  the  selaet 
men  to  mak  the  Contre  Rate  and  to 
Care  it  in  to  salam  as  the  law  diracts 

voted. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  27  august 
John  Comines  is  Chosen  to  same  on 
the  Juri  of  trials  the  naxt  Couute 
Corte  held  at  Ipswich  voted. 

boston  October  10.  1678. 

Receued  of  Constabel  John  how  of 
topcfeeld  in  part  of  the    moni    Rates 
forteene  pound 
no.  305.  John  hull  tresurar. 

I  allso  acknoledg  that  the  first  ten 
Rates  mad  in  the  yeare,  1G66,  are 
fully  paid 

John  houll  tresarcr. 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selaet 
men  in  nouembear  1678.  theare  was 
Comited  to  samuell  howlat  Constabel 
two  Rates  the  one  is  a  Counte  Rate 
the  third  parte  of  a  singel  Contre  Rate 
which  amouutes  to  three  pound  fiue 
shiling  which  the  Constabel  is  to 
gather  vp  and  pay  in  to  marshall 
scare  of  salame  the  other  Kate  is  al 
to  be  payed  in  moni  it  is  the  Coledg 
Rate  which  is  in  the  whol  som  fore 
pound  and  seuen  shilings  fore  pound 
of  it  is  to  be  payde  at  Cambredg  and 
Kight  shilings  to  Ensigne  goold. 

alsodecau  perkens  william  nicalles 
lsack  Kste  and  f[r]ances  pabody  are 


Chosen  and  apoynted  to  be  tithing 
men  to  Inspect  ani  parson  ore  par- 
sons that  shall  profane  the  saboth 
and  to  proseed  against  ani  that  shall 
be  falte  as  the  law  diractes. 

desamber  1678.  ther  is  two  Rates 
Comitted  to  samuell  howlat  Consta- 
bell  to  gather  vp  and  pay  in  to  the 
Contre  treserar  or  his  asines  the  on 
Rate  is  a  singel  Contre  Rate  to  be 
payde  all  in  moni  and  the  other  is 
adohel  Contre  Rate  it  mabc  payed  in 
Corne  or  moni  on  Rate  amouutes  to 
nine  pownd  forteene  and  a  leuen  penc 
the  other  amouutes  to  nineteene 
pound  thirteen e  shiliugs  and  a  leuen 
penc. 

1678.  Januarie  the  leueuth  ther  ib 
the  ministeres  Rate  Comited  to  sam- 
uel  howlat  Constabel  to  gather  vn 
and  pay  in  to  the  minister  his  due  is 
sixte  pownd  but  the  Rate  the  full 
som  is  sixte  one  pownd  forteene  shil- 
ings  and  on  pence. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  in  Jan- 
uari  1678  the  tow[n]e  hath  agreed 
that  the  selaet  men  shall  iiaue  pouar 
to  set  vp  a  galere  and  those  that  sit 
in  it  shall  pay  for  the  sctiug  v 
galere  and  the  townes  men  shall  haue 
the  first  piofer  of  the  seates  in  Dying 
of  them. 

this  was  voted  by  mee  samuel 
howlat  Constabel. 

where  as  the  towne  granted  wil- 
liam perkens  Juuar  a  small  Strip  ot' 
land  liing  and  ioyning  to  his  one  laud 
liing  on  the  sowest  and  a  small  Roue 
of  water  on  the  west  and  soe  from 
John  howes  vp  the  Ron  of  water  tel 
the  Ron  of  water  partes  in  to  two 
where  thare  is  a  small  tree  n\ 
and  soe  from  that  tree  to  the  Coruar 


26 


of  his  fenc  as  it  now  standes  where 
ther  is  a  tree  marked  alsoe  this  strip 
of  land  here  mencioned  was  laft  to 
the  selact  men  and  william  perkens 
to  agree  about  the  prise  of  it  and 
thay  did  agree  for  fifteene  pound  to 
be  payed  in  three  yeare  fiu[e]  pound 
a  yeare  in  Corn  and  Catil  to  the 
towne  In  neete  Catil  and  marchanta- 
bel  Come  at  prise  Corant  the  on  half 
Corn  the  other  Catii. 

Januari  31.  1678.  the  selact  man 
mat. 

where  as  william  perkens  was  in- 
dated  to  the  towne  three  pownd  for  a 
small  parsil  of  land  that  he  bought 
of  the  towne  befor  this  fifteen  pownd 
perchas  the  said  william  perkens  hath 
payed  that  three  pownd  as  he  was 
ordered  by  the  selact  men  for  the 
townes  vse  and  alsoe  he  hath  payed 
twente  and  two  shilings  and  six 
pene  more  [tjorwards  of  his  first  fiue 
pownd. 

At  A  Law  full  Town -Meeting  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  Topsfd.  on  the 
fourth  of  March  1678-79.  Lieut  Pa- 
body  was  chosen  Towne-Clarke  for 
this  year,  1679. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the 
forth  of  march,  1678-79,  william 
perkens  iuner  is  Chosen  Constabel 
for  this  yeare  Insuing  voted. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  march 
the  forth  1678-79  Ensigue  goold,  mr 
thomas  baker,  sargen  Rcdenton, 
Jacob  towne  and  f ranees  pabody  ar 
Chosen  selact  men  for  this  yeare 
insuing. 

the  towne  doth  prohebet  t[h]e 
selact  men  from  alinating  ani  of  the 
townes  land  nor  make  any  new  Kates 
to  pay  owld  detes  for  marl  i   put   into 


Kates   with   out  the   townes    Older.] 
voted , 

Isack  Coming  Is  Chosen   to   . 
one  the  Juri    of    trials    at   the    naxt 
Copt  held  at  Ipswich.  vot 

lsack    Este    is    Chosen     ogaii 
giue  liberti  to  such  as  haue    need   of 
ani  timber  for    bul[d]ing    and    fenc- 
ing   and    the    liberti  lie' giue> 
hold  good  but  one  yeare  vol 

John    french    aud    Joseph     t 
senr  ar  Chosen  for  to    be    sen. 
and  for  to   look    to   the   fences   tin* 
yeare  that  both  hi  was  and  fenei  a 
re pared  as  need  Require  vol    I 

John    andros    hath     liberti     g 
him  to  set  his  fenc  ouei  a  letel    . 
of  land  to  straten  his  fane  and  if  the 
towne  see  it   Conuiant   to    Chang 
with  him  after  wardes  vol 

Jacob  towne    and    goodman    i 
and    Isack    Este    ar   Chosen    hi 
towne  to  Ron  the   line   betwei 
Cow  Comon  and  lots  voted. 

at   a  lawfull    towne    meeti 
forth   of    march     1678-79     Ensk 
goold  and  f ranees  pabody  ar  C: 
to  Record  the  lote^  that  are  layd 
on    the    south   side    the    Reiu  r 
lanth  and    bredth   as    tha   war    layd 
out  voted. 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of   the  itlact 
men  march  14th  1678.79,     thay  haue 
ordered   aud    hen*    by   declare     lhat 
wher  as  tharc  was  a  way    layd    down 
bettwene  mr   perkcaes   orchard 
wiliiam  averts  land  which  thay    Con- 
ceue  to  be  Coman  land  no  man    8 
fence  it  in  for  thare  piopor    vae    hot 
it  shall  Remain  Coman  still   lell 
towne  do  order  it    other   other    II 

\  I 

Ensigue  goold  desentea    from    this 
order. 
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at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  march  14eth,  16Y8-79.  there  was 
two  Rates  made  for  to  procure  pow- 
der and  buletes  as  the  law  diractes 
the  on  Rate  Comited  to  samuell  how- 
lat  Constabel  to  gather  vp  aud  bring 
in  to  the  selact  men  the  whoil  sora 
of  that  Rate  Comited  to  samuel  how- 
lat  is  fourtene  pound  six  shilings 
and  he  is  to  gather  vp  but  the  on 
third  of  it  for  the  other  parte  is  al 
redi  payde  in  porchesing  that  stock 
of  powder  and  buletes  that  is  in 
hand. 

the  other  Rate  is  Comited  to  John 
Comines  Clarke  to  gather  vp  of  the 
villidgers  that  haue  lad  them  salues 
to  topcffeeld  Compeni  for  to  traine 
with  them  thare  Rate  the  som  of  it  is 
foure  pownd  ninteene  shilins  both 
these  Rates  ar  to  be  payed  in  moui 
or  indian  Corne  at  two  shilins  a 
bushil  al  to  be  brought  in  to  the 
fcelaet  [men]  of  topcffeeld. 

29  of  aperel  1679.  mr  thomas  ba- 
ker was  Chosen  moderate r  for  that 
meeting. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  29.  2 
mo  1679  the  town  agreed  that  the 
selactmen  shall  procure  and  by  a 
cow  for  the  vceof  luck  wackle  [Luke 
Wakeling]  and  the  towne  will  pay 
for  her  voted. 

the  towne  of  topcfeeld  at  a  towne 
meeting  the  29eth  of  aperel  1679 
hauiug  heard  an  order  Rad  that  was 
made  by  the  Counte  Court  at  Ips- 
wich Couserniug  oure  being  Re- 
quiered  to  pay  a  som  of  60  pound  to 
mr  Jarimiah  hobart  which  as  the 
said  order  seemes  to  expres  was 
promised  for  his  Incorigmeut  to 
Com  to  topsfeeld  wee  being  in  the 
darke  about  it  and  not  knoins  of  ani 


towne  act  that  euer  past  nor  ani 
towne  Record  that  houldes  forth  ani 
such  thing  we  doe  Coneeue  it  need 
full  to  suspend  vntill  thare  be  a 
f order  opertuuiti  to  be  batter  aatee- 
fied  by  making  inquire  at  the  naxt 
Connte  Court  vpon  whot  groundes 
mr  ier  hobards  petision  was  made 
and  also  how  the  towne  Comes  to  be 
60  pounds  in  his  deat.  voted. 

boston,  aperel  10th  1679. 

Reed  on  act  of  samuel  how  la  t  and 
pament  in  full  for  the  three  last 
Rates  due  from  the  the  towne  of 
topcfeeld    to   the     Country. 

JohnHull  treserar. 
No.  391  this  is  samuel  howlate3 
Recet  from  the  tresarer. 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  of  topsfeeld  the  14th  June 
[1679]  thay  haue  agreed  thay  that 
doe  not  Com  to  worke  at  mr  hobartes 
to  make  a  h[age]  fence  shall  pay 
two  shilings  and  six  penc  a  day 
from  sixteene  yeares  and  vpward 
that  the  law  doth  not  free. 

at  a  lawful!  meeting  of    the    selact 

men  the  fourth  of  iuli  1679  th[ay] 
hauiug  Receued  a  waraut  from  the 
Contre  tresarer  whear  in  thay  ware 
Requirered  to  gather  of  theare 
saueral  inhabetants  Ratabel  foure 
singel  Contre  rates  that  amouutes  to 
thirte  Eight  pound  ninteen  shilings 
&  for  that  end  thay  haue  made  a 
Rate  aud  Comited  it  to  the  Consta- 
be[l]  william  perkeiugs  iuoer  to 
gather  vp  and  pay  in  to  the  Contre 
tresarer  in  boston  the  who!  som  of 
the  Rate  that  is  deliuered  to  the 
Constabel  is  thirte  nine  pound  twelue 
shilings  i  d.  al  don  in  the  forth  of 
iuli. 
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at  a  laf  nil  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  the  27  of,  august  1679  thare  war 
an  order  giucn  to  Ensigne  goold  and 
mr  thomas  baker  for  to  demand  and 
Receue  of  samuel  howlat  that  moni 
Comited  in  a  Rate  to  samuel  howlat 
to  gather  vp  for  to  by  amouision  as 
the  l[aw]  diracts  the  whol  Rat  is 
about  feifteene  pound  the  third  part 
is  onli  to  be  gathered. 

at  a  lawful!  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  ienuari  the  on  and  twenlh  [in] 
the  yeare  1C79.  Receued  of  William 
perkeines  iuner  six  pownd  three 
shilin[gs]  in  part  of  pay  of  that 
deapt  he  oeth  the  towne  for  land  he 
bought  of  the  to[wne]  twente  two 
shilings  6d  of  this  six  pound  three 
shilings  is  entered  in  auo[ther]  place 
in  the  booke. 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  salact 
men  the  21eth  of  Jauuari  1679 
th[are]  was  a  rate  made  for  the 
minister  which  amounts  to  sixte 
pound  an[d]  sixteen  shilins  and  ten 
peuc  which  is  deliuered  to  william 
perkines  iitn[er]  beiny;  Constabel 
for  him  to  gather  vp  and  pay  in  to 
the  minestar  or  cau[se]  to  be  paed 
in  to  him  or  his  asigncs  and  to  take 
a  sofisiant  discharge  for  the  towne 
from  the  ministar  of  sixte  pound 
which  is  due  from  the  towne  and 
bring  that  discharge  to  the  selact 
men. 

daniel  borman  and  John  how  and 
Epheram  dorman  and  John  nical[s] 
are  Chosen  tithing  for  this  yeare 
insuiug  the  ninth  of  februari  thay 
beegan  theare  yeare  1679. 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  free 
men  the  13  aperel  1680  samuel  how- 
let  was  Chosen  graniuri  man  for  the 
Yeare  in  suing:.  voted. 


at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  Janari  7  1680  thar  ware  mad 
three  Rates  mad  two  for  the  Contri 
Containing  fore  singel  Contri  Rates 
and  one  Rat  for  the  Counte  Contain- 
ing half  a  singel  Coutre  Rate  v 
amountes  to  about  flue  pound  six 
shilings,  also  the  Contri  Rates  ou  is 
to  be  played  in  moni  and  that  Rat. 
is  twente  two  pound  three  shilings 
twente  pound  forteen  shilings  is  to  he 
payed  to  the  Con t if  i]  treasurer  and 
fine  shiling  a  deet  to  the  selact  men 
which  tha  laid  out  for  the  biing  and 
gating  mesnres  for  the  townes  use 
as  law  reguire,  the  other  Rat 
amountes  to  twente  pound  forteen 
shilings  for  the  Contri  and  the  Ra[e] 
amountes  to  one  and  twente  pound 
three  shilings  and  six  penc.  tlu=> 
Rates  are  Comited  to  william  smith. 
Constabel  to  gather  vp  in  ianaii 
1680. 

2  of  march  :  \\u9  or  80.  Leften- 
nant  Pebody  was  chosen  Clarke  for 
the  year  in  suing  voted. 

John  how  was  Chosen  to  Rcord 
town  actes  this  day  2  march    1679. 

mr  thomas  baker  sargen  Rading- 
ton  Corprel  Jacob  towne  John  honey 
and  francos  pabodv  arc  Chosen  se- 
lact  men  for  this  yeare  in  suing  ami 
tha  are  impouered  to  order  the  pru- 
danciel  atares  of  the  towne  this 
yeare  voted  by  papers. 

Corporal!  william  smith  is  Choseu 
Constabel  for  the  yeare  Insuing 
voted. 

John  willes  is  Choseu  Juriman  of 
trials  for  this  naxt  Court  to  be  at 
Ipswich  voted. 

John    freneh    and    John    how    are 

v.n    suruaeres     for     thi>     yeare 

insuing  VOti  I. 

at    a    towne    meetinu    2  of    march 
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1670.  80  the  towne  haue  mad  Choice 
of  John  how  to  giu  a  deede  to  mr 
william  perkeins  iuni[er]  of  that 
strip  of  land  which  the  towne  sold  to 
him  and  is  laad  out  to  him  by  the 
selact  men  voted. 

William  anerel  Enteres  his  Contrari 
desent. 

mr  baker  Coporal  towne  and  John 
willes  are  Chosen  a  Cumitte  to  Run 
the  bonndes  that  are  betwene  the  five 
hondered  aekores  that  are  laad  out 
for  Ihe  towne  Coinon  and  the  lotes 
that  but  against  it  on  the  south  that 
Coman  here  ment  is  on  the  south 
side  the  Reuer  also  tha  are  to  run 
the  bonndes  that  ar  betwene  william 
auerel  and  danel  borman  and  frances 
pa body  soe  far  as  thay  Joyne  to- 
gather  voted. 

the  22  of  march  1(179.80. 

the  fore  sade  three  men  mrthomas 
baker    Corporall    towne     and     John 
Wiles  haue  acording  to  towne    order 
haue  Reueued  the    boundcs    betwene 
daiil  boiman  and  francos  pabody    by 
laing  a  heape  of  Rockes  in  that  place 
where  forinarli  ihearc  was  a  tree  but 
now    Rotten    and   gon    in    leftenant 
IV  body  orchard       witnes  our  haudes 
Thomas  Baker 
John  wills 
Jacob  towne 

at  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye  7 
may  1680. 

The  Towne  manifesed  by  voat  that 
thay  ware  not  Willing  mr  II  lib  bo  rd 
should  Continiae  in  ye  Worke  of  ye 
ministrey  here  at  Topsfeeld  without 
mr  llubbord  and  ye  Towne  Can 
agree  in  a  more  (  hristan  way  than 
thay  bee  in  at  prsent.  voted. 

the  towne  by  vote  does  declare 
that    if    mr    hobard    desire    a   towne 


meeting  hee  may  discors  with  the 
towne  if  hee  apoyint  a  daye  the  naxt 
weeke  thay  will  meet  with  him  if  hee 
giu  notes  on  saboth  day  naxt.  7  may 
1680. 

The  Towne  has  manifesed  by  vote 
that  thay  are  willing  to  Jone  with  ye 
Viligers  and  our  Neaighobcrs  of  the 
forimes  of  Ipswich  that  doe  order- 
nely  Come  to  heare  ye  word  heare  to 
petiction  the  Gene  rail  Court  that 
wee  might  be  Laid  to  gather  for  ye 
Cariang  one  ye  miuisterey  may  7 
1680.  ' 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  may  7 
1680,  william  perkeines  Juner  and 
samucll  howlat  are  Chosen  Colacters 
to  gather  vp  all  Rates  Counted  to 
them  for  the  minester  or  ani  other 
Rates  Counted  to  them  and  to  sue 
Iu  Case  ani  shal  Refues  to  pay  a: 
bauerle  or  ani  whear  Elc  where 
Rates  are  due  to  vs 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  7eth  of 
may  1680.  Ensigue  John  goold  and 
mr  thomas  baker  are  Chosen  to 
Joyne  with  the  viiegeres  and  our 
niborcs  in  Ipswich  that  Comonli 
Com  to  here  the  word  of  god  here  to 
Joyne  with  them  to  petision  the 
generel  Court  to  grant  that  thay  may 
Joyne  with  topefteld  to  the 
mantaining  of  the  miuistre  to   gather 

voted. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the 
lOeth  of  may  16S0.  John  willea 
and  John  how  a[re]  Chosen  to  lonke 
that  men  Ring  thare  swine  acording 
to  towuc  order  vote[d]. 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  the  tenth  of  July  1680  thay 
Rescuing  the  new  lawes  mad  at  the 
genarall  Court  hoeld  ma—  laM  I  (W0 
abou^ht  new  standereds    or    niescrea 
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for  Corne  bere  aod  wine  we  the 
selact  men  doe,  promis  the  Constabel 
to  defray  the  Charges  that  he  shall 
all  nasasarili  la   oat  on  this   ocasiou 

voted. 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  the  27  Juli  1680,  fiances  pa- 
body  was  Chosen  to  sele  wates  and 
mesures  by  the  town  standered  as  is 
now  newli  Com  from  lnglaud  and  is 
at  present  to  be  our  standered  in 
inasetuset  Colene  voted. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the 
tenth  of  august  1680.  Ensigne 
goold  is  Chosen  Comisionar  to  Joyce 
with  the  selactmen  to  take  notes  of 
the  townes  heades  and  estates  Rat- 
abel  and  to  Cari  in  the  townes  Estat 
to  salam  at  tim  and  plac  acording  to 
law  voted. 

this  is  to  sarti  fie  that  samuel  how- 
lat  Constabel  hath  satis  fied  the 
Counte  Rate  which  was  made  in  the 
yeare  1678  and  Comited  to  him  to 
gather  vp  this  twenti  ninth  of  Sep- 
tember 1680. 

Receued  of  samuell  howlatt  Con- 
stabel of  fcopcfeld  in  full  of  the 
Counte  Rate  due  in  78,  the  some  of 
three  pounds  fine  shilings  J  say  Re- 
ciueti  pr  me  Robart  Payne 

tresear. 

the  two  and  tweenteth   of   October 

1680  william  smith  Constabel 
g   ******-    *  *  *  tnat  t|ie  se_ 

lact  men  In  the  behalf  of  the  towne 
did  fore  warn  him  of  lining  as  a[n] 
inhabetaut  in  topefeld  fore  dayes 
after  he  brought  his  famili  within  the 
boundes  of  topefeeld 

at  a  lawfull  mooting  of  the  selaet 
men  7  Januari  1680,  the  selaet  men 
Raekened    with     William       Porkons 


abought  his  dat  he  oeth  the  towne 
and  he  hath  payed  of  his  deat  of 
fortene  pound  nine  pound  six.  shil- 
ings and  six  penc  as  he  did  make 
apere  by  Reeetes  where  he  had  paed 
the  townes  dattes  as  he  was  ordered 
good  man  Robeson  is  paed  in  this 
acount  for  two  yeare  Endinu  in 
march  next  insning  for  sweeping  the 
hous. 

topefeeld  the  14  of  Januari  1680. 
Recened  of  the  towne  of  topefeeld 
for  mi  labor  in  the  miuestri  thare  for 
the  yeares  1675  and  1676  the  some 
of  sixte  pound  for  each  vpon  a  true 
acount, with  John  how  Constabel  for 
the  years  afore  said  i  sa  reieued  by 
mee  Jarimia  hobart. 

witnes  et 
thomas  baker  and  John  how. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  the  17  of 
december  1680.  the  towne  did 
agree  and  Cuse  a  Comite  to  agree 
with  mr  danforth  for  his  Contenuing 
here  at  topefeeld  in  the  worke  of  the 
minestri  as  the  towne  shall  £iue 
diraetion  to  the  Comit[e]  tha  shall 
Chuse  voted 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  in 
Januari  1680  francos  pabody  and 
Ensigne  goold  are  Chosen  by  the 
towne  of  topefeeld  as  a  Comite 
acording  to  dyraction  from  tin*  hon- 
ared  maior  s^onaral  damson  for  the 
produsing  the  best  auidane  tha  tan 
to  prone  our  titel  good  to  the  silo 
wee  liu  on  voted 

John  goold  sour  John  Rodington 
deeon  thomas  perkeins  francos  pa- 
body  mr  thomas  baker  John  pabody 
Jacob  towne  sour  Isuc'v  Ksu 
honey  neamiu  abot John  trillea  khi*se 
fore    mencioned    men    ar  Chosen     a 
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Coraite  in  the  behalfe  of  the  towne 
to  agree  with  mr  danforth  for  his 
Continuing  here  with  vs  at  topcfeeld 
in  the  worke  of  the  minestri  and 
wee  doe  forther  giu  pouer  to  the 
Comite  to  chose  som  amongest  them- 
salues  or  ani  other  as  thay  shall  see 
meet  to  goe  and  spak  with  the 
deputi  gouarnor  or  ani  other  that 
may  beconsemed  abought  mister 
danforth  sattelment  voted 

the  tovvne  hath  giuen  pouar  to  the 
Comite  that  thay  haue  Chosen  to 
agree  with  mr  danforth  and  to  pro- 
far  him  three  score  pound  a  yeare 
one  third  in  siluer  and  the  other 
two  thirdes  to  be  payed  in  Corant 
pay  of  the  Contre  at  the  Contre 
prise  namli  in  wheat  porke  molt 
butter  Rie  indean  Corne  an  equal 
proposion  of  all  with  out  ani  partic- 
elar  parson  or  parsones  doe  agree 
with  mr  danforth  to  take  it  in  ani 
on  of  the  afore  mencioned  payes 
and  if  the  Comite  Canot  agree  with 
mr  danforth  for  whot  is  afore  speci- 
fied thay  haue  powar  to  promise 
thirte  pownd  in  siluer  and  the  other 
thirte    pownd    as   is   before    speilied 

voted 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  the  11  februari  1680  danell 
Clark  Isack  Comines  seenr  John 
freneh  and  John  Cortes  ar  Chosen 
for  tithing  men  for  the  yeere  iusu- 
ing  voted 

At  a  Lawfull  Towae  meting  the 
furst  of  march  1680  or  81  Lef tenant 
Pebody  was  Chosen  Clarke  for  this 
ye  re. 

tobiiah  perkeins  Is  Chosen  Con- 
stabel  for  the  yeare  insuing        voted 

Eusigne  goold  Isack  Este  Ephroarn 
darman  f ranees  pabody    and    samnel 


howlat  are   Chosen    selact   men    for 
the  yeare  insuing  voted 

Corperal  towne  is  Chosen  to  same 
on  the  iuri  of  trials  the  naxt  Count*? 
Couart  heeld  at  Ipswich  voted 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the 
first  of  march  1G80  or  1  the  towne 
granted  to  John  Covtis  to  be  a  free 
Comonar  as  is  granted  to  other  of 
his  nibores  ar  as  tobiiah  perkeins 
and  mickal  done)  ar  voted 

mr  thomas  backer  Ensigne  goold 
and  John  honey  ar  Chosen  a  Comite 
to  goe  and  veue  land  that  Isack  Este 
and  thomas  perle  haue  prounded  to 
the  town  *  *  and  to  mak  Retorne 
to  the  towne  the  nax  towne  meeting 
how  thay  find  it  far  the  towne  to  be 
will  in  to  grati  lie  those  men        voted 

mr  thomas  backer  Corporal  Jacob 
towne  William  smith  sener  ar  Chosen 
to  goe  to  Ipswich  Cort  naxt  Ensigne 
goold  to  goe  also  to  see  if  tha  Can 
disposes  hunkins  and  Remoue  lieeni 
from  topcfeeld  and  tha  ar  to  prose- 
cut  it  to  efact  voted. 

this  towne  meeting  is  aiorued  tell 
the    22eth   of    this     instant     march 

voted 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  the  tenth  of  march  1680  or  81 
the  selact  men  now  in  being  doe 
Consent  and  agree  with  1: 
goold  is  Chosen  and  John  honey  that 
thay  shall  sat  vp  a  galari  in  the  meet- 
ing* hous  the  wholl  length  of  the  Ir.us 
and  to  make  it  three  seates  wide  the 
lanth  of  the  hous  and  tha  ar  to  be 
paed  bv  those  that  shall  sit  in  tham 
aeording  to  that  the  towne  did 
at  a  towne  meeting  in  the  yeare  U>7S 
as  ye  mav  find  15  page  voted 
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at  a   lawfull   towne    meeting    the  pine  full  power  to  mr  Thomas  Raker 

22eth  of  march, 1680  or  80  the  towne  &  Corpl  Jacob  Townes  &  .John  How 

agreed  that   the    towne   order    about  to  demand  of  any  man  or    men    that 

swine  in  the  \eare  1673  for   yocking  hath  any  Land  Lying  in   our   Towue 

and  Ringing  swine  shall  stand  in  full  to  show    there    bounds   of    ye    Land 

force   tell  the   town    see    Cause    to  thay  haue  in  our   Towne  bo  inds  and 

alter  it                                           voted  if   thay  or  hee   dos    refuse   to   show 

John    how    and   John    french     ar  therc;  6ounds  thll37  ],ll»e  ru,J  P°wer  to 

Chosen  soruaeres  to  see  to  the  mend-  sne1for  f  mestere  of  Jhcre    Unc*   «"  ' 

ing  hiwas   for  the  yeare  mailing    and  *°  d,,e  t!»ra  hest  ,udeuer  l0    ,e(  «»« 

fences  also.  '                                  voted  f\)V   ?e    lowue    *hQt    »  "»w    H"'" 

there  grants :  and    ye    nhoue    named 

at  a   lawfull    towne    meeting     the  mon  are  to  haue  one    lialfa   of    what 

22eth  of  march  1680  or  HI  the  towne  they  recouer  for    there    paynea    w  :th 

did  agree  that  the    selact    men    shall  out  ye  Towne  see  «r«»ofl  to  pay    th  m 

order  the    prudancial   afnre*    of    the  dubbel  waiges    for   there    time    thay 

towne  but   thay    shal    not    alinat   or  hailing    power    to    agive    with   th  »s< 

giue  or  exehang  ani    of    the   townes  men    that    haue    Land    with    in    our 

land                                                 voted  bounds  the  Towne  haiming   halfe   or 

Lliut  pebody  is  Chosen  to  scale  all  other  wise  as  is  before  expressed 

the  meseuers  of    topsfeld    and    yards  voted   . 

as  ye  doe  Requier  for  th  : :   yeare    in  The  following  sentence    is  written 

sueing                                           voted  and  then  crossed  out. 

Resceued  of  William    Smith    Con-  "the  true  meing   of    this    order    is 

stabell   of   Topsfeeld  in   full   of    his  that   thay   shall    racseuer    only     ye 

County  Rate  this    loth    march    1680  putnam  Land  and  fa" 

the  some  of  51b  :  3s  :  4d  :1051b  03s  :.I  At  a    Lawfull    Towne    Meeting   ye 

say  Reseued  by  mee                            .  22:  march  1680   or   81    The    Towne 

Robe  id  Payne  Treseuer  Meeting  a  Jorened    and    Left    to   ye 

This  is  a  true  Copeye  of  ye    Tres-  descrition  of  yc  selectmen  to  Call    et 

euer  Reseaute  to   ye   Constabell    the  and  if  thay  see  good  or   nrede  of    et 

22  :  march  1670  :  or  :  81  and  if  thay    doe    Cale    this    meeting 

fauces  pabody  Clark  thay  are  to   siirnirie    et    vndcY    there 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the    22  hands  in  wrighteen 

march  1680  or  81  the  towne    granted  there    is  a  rate  made  the   Right    of 

liberti  to  the  vilegercs  to   bi    a    third  aperel  the  yere  16S|  being  the    forth 

part  of  the  galeri  to  sit  in  so  that    to  parte  of  a  singel  ('outre    Kate    which 

pay  proporsonabclj  to  the  ministri  as  is  to  be  paied  in  moid  tor  the  ■  nsin- 

is  Judged  meet  by  gar  or  agantes  for   thaie    expedition 

Left  Pebody       Decon  Pirkins   for    London    our    warant   is    for    two 

Ensigne  Gould    Sargt  Pebody  pound  eleuen  shiling«s  and  Din    none 

John  Honey  but  the  rate  the    who  11    soiu    is 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the    22  sauen  shilingcs  and    three    pene    I     - 
march  1680. or.  <S I    the   Towne   doth   Uate  was  deiiucred  to  Uie    Uouatahcl 
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tobiiah  perkenes  the  26  day  of  aperel 
for  to  gather  vp  and  Cari  in  to  the 
Contri  tresarer  as  his  warrant  diractes 

■  him. 

at  a  lawfull  town  meeting  the 
forth  of  may  1681.  Ensigne  goold 
and  sargen  John  Redington  ar  Chos- 
en to  goe  to  mr  apes  at  salam  to  see 
if  he  will  excapt  of  a  Call  to  the 
meuestre  here 

boston  may  10  1781. 
Receted  of  mr  John  how  Constabel 
of  topsfeild  by  saneral  paymentes  in 
Rates  pay  and  money  in  full  of  the 
town  Rates  and  the  two  six  Rates 
and  the  three  Rates   for   the    yeares 

;  1676    and   1677    two    hondeed     and 
fiueti  fore  pounds  fore   shiliugs    and 

I  six  pence    I  sa  Receued  by   order  of 
mi  master  mr  John  hull 

per  me  John  newman 
Witnes  William  smith. 

boston  may  21eth  1680 
Receued  of  mr  william  perkens  Con- 
stabel of  topcfeeld  by  saueral 
pamentes  in  full  of  the  last  four 
Kates  in  money  and  as  moni  nin- 
teeue  pound  nin  shilings  and  ten 
peuc  and  in  full  of  the  half  moni 
Rate  fiue  pounds  one  shiling  and  six 

i  peuc  and  in  Rate  pay  in  full  of  the 
last  singel  Contre  Rate  ten  pounds 
three  shiliugs  I  say  Receued  by 
order  of  my  master  John  hull  esquir 
by  me  John  newman 
Receued  may  9eth  1631  from  wil- 
liam   smith   one  aCount  of  of  tobiiah 

;  perkens  two  pounds    alauen    shilings 

!  and  9  peuc  being  in  full  of  topcfeeld 

»  moni  Rate  for  our  agantes 

James  Rusil  tresarer 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the    17 

of  June    1681    Ensigne    goold     and 

Isack    este    ar    Chosen     to     goe    to 

i  mester  danel  apes    to   se    if    he    will 


Com  to  help  vs  in  Respect  of  the 
menistri  eueri  other  saboth  oroftener 
if  he  Can  in  order  to  a  forther  axpc- 
rianc  of  ech  other  voted 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  Meeting  ye 
17  June  1681:  The  Towne  has  or- 
dered that  there  shall  bee  noe  boge 
mine  doge  in  ye  Towne  but  by  some 
townes  man  :  and  hee  that  dos  dige 
et  shall  Carey  et  with  his  one  teme 
or  hierec  a  townesman  to  Carey  et 
alwayes  prou'ieded  hee  that  cliges  it  a 
greees  with  the  seclectmen  of  the 
Towne  to  pay  fouer  pence  a  ton  for 
the  Towne  vese  ether  in  siluer  or 
Iron  and  this  order  stands  in  force 
till  next  march :  Towne  Meeting 
after  the  date  hereof  on  till  f order 
order  bee  taken  about  it  voted 

at  alawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  iune  27eth  1681  the  selact  men 
granted  Ensigne  goold  liberte  to  dijj 
twente  tun  of  bogmine  and  is  [to] 
pave  six  shilings  and  Eight  penc  in 
silver  or  iarn  acording  to  town   order 

voted 

At  a  Lawfull  meeting  of  the  seclact 
men  June  27:  1481  the  seclectmen 
haue  granted  Lint  pebody  Libertey 
to  dige  twent[ej  ton  of  bogemine  hee 
paying  six  shiling  tfc  eaight  penc  in 
siluer  or  Iron  aCording  to  towne 
order  Voted 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  loeth 
of  luli  1681  Ensigne  goold  and  John 
houey  are  Chosen  to  be  mesingarea 
by  the  towne  to  goe  to  mr  John  dan- 
forth  to  Renew  tharc  inuitaeion  of 
him  to  the  work  of  the  minesiri  but 
if  he  Refuse  then  tha  ar  to  goe  I  y 
the  best  in  fonnaeion  tha  can  ga 
procure  another  to  Com  vpou  trial  a 
while  voted 
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at  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye  29 
of  Jul}'  1681  Thomas  perkins  Jurand 
Joseph  Bixby  Junr  are  Chosen  to 
goe  to  Cambrig  to  pilot  mr  Capen  to 
Topsfeild  to  Liut  pebodyes  house 

Lliut  pebody  Deckon  perkins  Sargt 
Bedington  James  How  senr  Mr  Tho  : 
Baker  John  Gould  Sargt  pebody 
Samuel  Busell  senr  John  Wilds  John 
How  Iacke  estey  Clarke  are  Chosen 
a  Commity  to  discorse  with  Mr 
Capen  to  stay  and  preach  here 
with  vs  at  Topsfeild  a  while 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  23 
6mo  1681  mi  thomas  baker  was 
Chosen  Comisionar  to  ofisiatate  as 
the  law  directes  about  the  singel 
Contre  Rate  with  the  selact  men 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the 
fift  of  saptember  1681  John  how  was 
Chosen  to  sarue  on  the  Juri  of  triales 
naxt  Counte  Couart  heelcl  at  Ipswich 

voted 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the  fift 
of  sapcmber  1681  sargen  Bedington 
Jacob  towne  senr  and  John  how  or 
ani  two  of  them  ar  Chosen  to  acoin- 
peni  mr  Capen  to  dorchester  when 
hee  goes  to  viset  his  frendes  and  to 
bring  him  agane  if  tha  Can  with  his 
frendes  Consent  to  Contene  with  vs 
in  the  ministri  voted 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  fift  of 
saptember  1681.  John  houey  isack 
este  John  how  aud  Eprera  dorman  ar 
Chosen  a  comite  to  goe  and  vew  how 
Couveneantli  the  towne  may  ex- 
change two  or  three  acores  of  land 
about  bare  hil  plane  with  mr  thomas 
backer  he  laiug  doune  so  moch  more 
aioyneing  to  our  Coman  land  prouid 
he  and  his  ares  shall  buld  and  keep 
hous  aud  barn  and  a  tenent  on  that 
land  voted 


at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the  20 
of  saptember  1681  the  town  hath 
agreed  to  giue  mr  Joseph  Capen 
sixte  fiue  pownd  by  the  yeare  twente 
pownd  of  it  in  sillier  forti  five  pownd 
in  other  pay  as  narnli  in  Corne  porkc 
and  beefe  and  the  vse  of  the  pars- 
eneg  house  and  land  the  towne  doth 
leue  it  to  mister  Capen  to  Chuse 
whether  he  will  Chuse  this  or  to 
Chuse  saueute  fiuuc  pound  in  Coraut 
pay  as  Corne  poike  and  beefe  and 
the  vse  of  the  parseneg  house  and 
land  voted 

mister  Capen  hath  made  Coyce  of 
sixte  fiu  pound  twente  of  it  in  moni 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye  4 
of  Noumber  1681  et  was  agreeed 
that  there  should  bee  a  Rate  made  to 
pay  ye  former  Constabell  Namely 
John  How  the  fouer  pounds  nine 
shilings  <fe  two  penc  that  was  for- 
merly Laid  apon  ye  Gouenr:  Symon 
Brodstreet  esqr  and  ye  selectmen  are 
ordered  to  make  et  not  with  standing 
any  former  Towu  order  Voted 

at  a  Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  seelect- 
men  ye  20  of  descmbcr  1681  :  et  ira9 
a  greed  by  them  to  forwarne  eueues 
mories  from  staying  in  Topsfeild  but 
to  goe  forth  with  to  ye  plase  wher  he 
has  bin  a  inhabitance  for  a  bone  six 
month :  namely  to  nebeuwey  and 
thay  haue  forwarned  euenes  mories 
out  of  ye  Towne  forth  with  and  fir- 
ther  in  case  the  said  Kuin  Morrs 
doth  not  departe  the  Towne  forth- 
with:  Ensigne  John  Gould  and 
John  How  are  Chosen  to  Complain 
to  aThority  that  he  may  be  setteled 
acording  to  law 

tliis  13  day  of  Jenewarev  1681  the 
seclectmen  mete  and  agreeed  With 
Samuel  Symons    to  bild    a  pulpit  for 
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vs  here  at  Topsfeild. 

the  bargin  is  as  foleth  the  said 
Samuel  Syinons  is  to  bild  a  pulpit  ten 
foot  Long  and  if  ye  rome  will  giue 
way  it  is  to  belonger  &  for  breth  as 
ye  rome  will  giue  way  it  is  to  bee  a 
wainshote  pulpit  and  ye  sd  Symons  is 
to  doe  all  belongin  to  ye  pulpit  ex- 
cept the  fiore  for  ye  bottom  and  find- 
ing bords  and  nailes  ye  Seclectmen  are 
to  find  but  to  Lay  ye  flore  and  make 
ye  stares  ye  said  Symons  is  to  doe  it : 
and  for  to  doe  all  ye  worke  about  ye 
pulpit  as  is  before  mencned  ye  seclect 
men  in  behalfe  of  ye  Towne  are  to 
pay  to  Samuel  Symons  ten  pounds 
and  this  worke  is  to  be  don  and  fin- 
eshed  by  ye  15  day  of  apriell  next  in 
sueing  ye  date  a  boue  dated  and  ye 
pay  that  ye  Seclectmen  haue  agreeed 
ye  Towne  are  to  pay  Goodman  Sy- 
mons in  is  one  halfe  in  Corne  at  ye 
Contry  price  and  ye  other  halfe  in 
neate  Catteil  and  if  any  body  payes 
in  money  is  to  haue  one  thurd  part  of 
his  proportion  abated  and  ye  seclect- 
men doe  bind  themselues  Jontly  to 
see  ye  Towne  dos  pay  Goodman  Sy- 
mons as  is  aboue  agreeed  :  the  time  of 
payment  is  when  ye  worke  is  done  as 
Witnes  our  hands  ye  day  and  yeare  a 
boue  dated. 

Samuell  Symonds 
frances  pabody 
John  Gould  senr 
Isack  Kstey  seu 
Samuell  Howlett 
Ephraim  Dorman 

At  a  Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  sec- 
lectmen ye  31  of  Jeuewary  1681. 
William  Nicklos  &  mr  William  per- 
kins  Junr  and  John  Honey  and  Corpr 
William  smith  ar  Chosen  Tieeingmen 
for  Topsfield  for  ye  yeare  insuciug. 


at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  ye  selact 
men  the  31  of  Januari  1681  wee  the 
selact  men  Rackened  with  william 
perkenes  Junar  and  we  find  by  his 
notes  that  ware  past  to  him  by  the 
selact  men  that  hee  hath  payed  the 
rifteene  pound  that  hee  the  a  boue 
saiyd  perkenes  was  in  dated  to  the 
towne  for  land  he  bought  of  the 
towne  where  by  we  doe  a  quite  and 
discharg  the  sayed  william  perkenes 
of  the  lifteene  pownd  that  hee  was 
in  datted  to  the  towne  as  witnes  pure 
handes  the  day  and  yeare  aboue 
dated. 

frances  pabody 
John  Gould 
Ephraim  dorman 
Isack  Esty 
Samuell  Howlett 

At  a  lawfull  Towne  meting  the 
7th  of  march  1681  or  82  Enssine 
John  Gould  is  Chosen  Clark  for  the 
yere  ensewing.  voted. 

Llint     pebody     Sargt     Redington 
Deckon    perkins     Corpl    Townes    cV 
John  Gould  are  Chosen  seclectmen  to 
order  the  prudeuctiall    afares    ol 
Towne  for  ye  yeare  in  sueing.  Voted 

Daniel!  Redington  is  Chosen  Cbu- 
stabell  for  Topsfeild  for  ye  yeare 
ir.sneing.  Voated 

John  ffranch  is  Chosen  Juerevman 
for  trialls  for  this  naxt  Court  hild  at 
Ipswich. 

it  was  Voated  that  John  How  & 
John  Gould  should  prosikaute  at 
Ipswich  Court  as  ye  seclaetmen  did 
before  order  tham  to  see  and  if  thay 
Can  Keepe  euene  mories  from  K'in^; 
a  Townesinan  hereat  Topsfeild. 

Voated 

John  ffranch  &  John   Townea  are 
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Chosen  to  be  siruiouers  for  ffences 
and  hie  wayes  &  bridges  for  this 
yeare  insuing.  Voated 

The  Towne  has  a  greed  by  Voate 
that  thay  doe  Consent  to  ye  bargin 
the  seclectmen  haue  made  with  Sam- 
uel Symons  about  bilding  ye   pulpit. 

Voated 

William  Auerey  enters  his  desent 
to  ye  Voat  aboue  wrighteen  about  ye 
pulpit. 

The  Towne  has  Agreed  that  euerey 
man  that  is  Legaly  warned  to  Come 
to  ye  hie  wayes  with  a  terae  and  dos 
niglict  to  Come  shall  bee  fined  six 
shiling  a  day  for  euerey  nicelect  and 
euerey  man  that  is  warned  to  Come 
to  worke  at  the  hie  wayes  and  niclect 
shall  pay  by  way  of  a  fine  two  shill- 
ings aud  six  pence  pr.  day  so 
niclecting  it  shall  bee  Countied 
Legall  waring  and  if  there  is  two 
dayes  betweue  ye  day  of  waring  and 
ye  day  of  working  and  the  Seruay- 
cres  are  to  goe  &  destraine  for  ye 
fines  and  giue  it  to  ye  men  that  dos 
ye  worke  or  hiere  other  men  to 
worke  in  there  rome.  Voated 

The  Towne  dos  agree  that  any 
body  that  dos  ring  hoges  shall  haue 
three  pence  pr  hoge.  hee  finding 
rings  that  dos  ring  there  hoges  and 
is  ordred  by  ye  Towne  to  doe  ye 
worke.  Voated 

Peter  Shamway  &  James  Watters 
is  Chosen   to   ring   hoges    for     this 


yeare. 


Voated 


The  Towne  has  Voated  that  ye 
old  Towne  Booke  shall  bee  Tran- 
cribed  in  to  ye  new  Towne  Booke 
all  that  is  needful  to  bee  don  &  that 
is  not  all  redy  don  Voated 


Lliut  pebody  &  John  Gould  are 
Chosen  to  Trancribe  all  ye  old 
Towne  booke  in  to  ye  newe  Towne 
booke  as  is  Needfull  to  bee  don 

Voated 

The  Towne  has  agreed  that  ye 
seclectmen  shall  repair  all  breaches 
about  ye  meeting  house  &  parsonig 
house  &  barne  &  to  make  seates  in 
ye  meeting  house  &  mend  ye  wach 
house  and  all  other  prudenonaU  a 
fares  of  ye  Towne  all  at  ye  Towne 
charge  prohibbiting  the  seclectmen 
from  aliniting  any  of  ye  Towne 
Common.  Voated 

Topsfeild  Aprill  11th  82.  reckned 
with  &  receiued  of  Samuel!  Howlett 
Constabel  fore  Topsfeild  :  an  1678. 
the  full  some  of  6  lb  for  my  rate  for 
ye  yeare  78  I  say  receiued  pr  me 
Jeamr  Hobbord. 

this  is  a  true  Copey   of   mr    Hub- 
bord  Receiat  as  atested  by  mee. 
Dated  ye  12  A[p]riell  1682 

John  Gould  Clarke 

at  a  lawfull  meting  of  the  select- 
men ^0  of  (jiesember  M  upone  co  - 
sederation  of  our  uaigbour  Sauaucll 
Bussell  hath  not  a  conueniarft  place 
in  our  meting  ho  us  as  he  is  ordered 
to  sit  in  tharefore  we  doe  manifest 
our  wilingnes  that  he  should  sit  in 
the  seccond  seate  noted  also  Leften- 
nent  pebody  is  ordered  to  in  form 
him  noted. 

Knsigne  John  Gould  and  Isaac 
Easty  seuier  are  Chosen  to  goe  to  mr 
Jerymiah  Hobbord  to  demand  the 
key  of  the  parssenidg  house,      uoted 

The  seclectmen  haue  forbiden  and 
doe  by  this  prsent  declare  that  there 
shall  be  noe  raile  timber  feled  tell  ye 
general!  Towne  meeting  with  out  or- 
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der  from  ye  seclectmen  and  aney  man 
has  Libertey  to  take  any  raile  timber 
that  is  apon  ye  Common  that  has  bin 
feled  one  yeare  or  that  dos  Lie  in  a 
decaying  Condition  Voated 

At  a  Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  Clect- 
inen  ye  27  of  desember  1681  Corp! 
Jocab  Townes  and  John  How  are 
Chosn  and  a  pionted  to  rune  ye  Line 
for  Deckan  Tho :  perkins  which  is 
betwene  ye  Common  Land  and  Dec- 
kon  perkins  Land 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  3  day  of  saptember  1681  John 
Robeson  excaptes  of  wiliiam  per- 
kenes  inner  pamaster  for  his  sweping 
the  meeting  hous  tel  march  naxt 
which  som  is  twente  fiu  penc  b}r  the 
selactmens  ordering  wiliiam  perkens 
to  pay  him 

a  Rate   for   the    minester   for   the 


yeare  1681     begin ing   in 
rar  wiliiam  perkenes 
mr  John  brodstreet 

francos  pabody 
Ensigue  John  goold 
sar  John  Radington 
decon  thomas  perkenes 
mr  thomas  baker 
wedoe  raary  towne 
sar  Isack  Commes 

Eproam  dormau 
Cor  Jacob  towne 

thomas  dorman 

John  houey 

John  willes 

Isack  Este  senr 

danell  bormau 

daneil  Clarke 

wiliiam  auerell 

John  pabody 

Joseph  town* 

John  Cortes 

tuikall  donel 


nonember. 
01  08  5 
12 
04 
12 
07 
07 
07 
10 
11 
02 
08 
09 
15 
02 
03 
08 
00 
00 
10 
02 
15 
13 


01 
03 
02 
02 
02 
02 
01 
01 
01 
01 
01 
01 
01 
01 
01 
01 
01 
01 
01 
00 
00 


4 
0 
8 
11 
0 
03 
00 
07 
06 
09 
02 
05 
01 
00 
09 
0 
06 
00 
03 
08 
05 


mathew  stanle  00  14  09 

John  how  00  13  00 

John  french  01  01  11 

John  prechet  00  15  02 

wiliiam  nickalls  0  15  06 

samuell  howlat  0  15  02 

John  Robeson  00  14  06 

wiliiam  perkens  innr     00  12  05 

John  nickalls  00  15  11 

wiliiam  hobes  00  13  06 

phelap  knile  00  10  04 

tobiiah  perkens  00  13  08 

wedoe  audros  00  08  00 

John  Ceuy  (?)  00  11  00 

thomas  Ceuy  (?)  00  07  04 

petter  shomay  00  07  03 

Isack  Este  iunr  00  07  01 

John  towne  00  05  10 

thomas  towne  00  05  07 

James  watteres  00  09  04 

Elisha  perkens  00  08  09 

Zecheus  perkens  00  09  08 

thomas  Cane  00  07 

Joseph  Este  00  07 

William  Wotsou  00  06 

Abraham  RadingtOn       01  OS 

John  Cimball  00  IS 

Robard  still es  00   15 

samuel  busell  01  00 

wiliiam  foster  00  15 

Joseph  pabodv  00  14 

danell  black    '  00  08 
Zecheus  Corteus  sen       00  14 

Zecheus  Corteus  iunr     00  10 

Joseph  bigsbe  innr  00  05 

John  Ramsdell  00  06 

sargen  bigsbe  01  00 

neamiah  abit  00  15 

James  how  senr  00  10 

Isack  foster  00  07 

samuell  pearie  00  OS 

thomas  perle  00  09 

Abraham  bow  00  0C 

Robard  smith  00  13 

timothy  perlle  00  0C 


00 
09 
00 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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samuell  simanes 

01 

06 

0 

william  howlat 

01 

04 

0 

danell  wood 

00 

06 

0 

beniman  bigesbe 

00  05 

0 

thomas  andros 

00 

18 

0 

Cor  william  smith 

01 

11 

4 

Isack  borten 

00 

16 

0 

John  hunckcns 

00 

08 

0 

samuell  stanlie 

00 

05 

9 

lef tenet  thomas  putnum 

00 

04 

2 

mr  Joseph  porter 

00 

04 

0 

beniman  porter 

00 

11 

0 

mr  John  hale 

00 

01 

6 

Jonathan  walcot 

00 

01 

6 

william  dodge  scnr 

00 

01 

6 

Cor  william  Rament 

00 

01 

6 

John  Rament 

00 

01 

6 

thomas  Rament 

00 

01 

6 

william  dodge  inner 

00 

01 

6 

Jonathan  looke 

00 

16 

02 

John  lamson 

00 

02 

10 

John  fisk 

00 

04 

2 

mathew  perce 

00 

06 

00 

danel  andros 

00 

01 

03 

samuell  Cornish 

00 

02 

0 

Joseph  hearick 

00 

00 

9 

samuell  Cimball 

00 

01 

03 

John  poland 

00 

00 

10 

Wedoe  heiick 

00 

00 

9 

samuell  molton 

00 

00 

9 

James  frend 

00 

01 

6 

Joshua  Ray 

00 

04 

4 

Edman  bishup 

00 

03 

0 

uikoles  woodberi 

00 

02 

0 

John  black 

00 

01 

0 

Ephroom  hearick 

00 

00 

4 

John  Andrcus 

00 

03 

04 

Joseph  Andreus 

00 

03 

00 

Topsfield  Aprell  11th:  1682  Reck- 
ned  with  mr  William  perkins  Junr 
Constabell  for  an  79  he  hath  payd 
mee  the  full  rate  of  60  pounds  due 
for  ye  yeare  7i>  1  say  resciued 

pr  nice  Seremmh  Hobart 


this  is  a  true  Copy  of  mr  Hubbort 
receat  as  atested  Dated  ye  12 
Apriell  1682.  pr  mee  John  Gould 
Clarke. 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  vc 
12  Apriell  1682  Mr  Tho:  Baker  A 
Corpr  Jacob  Townee  &  John  How 
are  Choseu  to  goe  &  rune  ye  peram- 
bulation Line  with  Salam  men  th.? 
seuenteene  day  of  this  Instant  Apr- 
iell. Voated 

The  Towne  has  manifesd  by  Voatc 
that  they  will  giue  Zacheus  Cur  ties 
senr  Clabords  &  shin  gels  for  to 
Clabor[d]  &■  shingell  his  house  pro- 
uided  et  dos  not  amount  to  aboue 
fiuteene  hundred  of  Clabbords  & 
shingell.  Voated 

The  Towne  has  agreed  to  giue  ffull 
power  to  mr  Tho  :  Baker  &  Corprel 
Jacob  Towne  &  John  How  to  sue 
for  a  meseuer  or  for  a  true  &  exact 
a  Count  of  all  ye  Land  any  man  or 
mene  doe  Clame  within  our  bounds 
and  ye  a  for  said  men  are  impowered 
to  sue  or  other  wise  at  any  Court  or 
Courts  and  to  prosiCate  from  Court 
to  Court  tell  they  bane  ended  ye 
Case:  this  is  to  Confarme  any  form- 
er order  relating  to  some  of  Salora 
men  that  haue  Land  in  our  hounds 
and  when  ham  men  or  any  that  dos 
go  apon  our  Commons.  Voated 

At  A  Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  Select- 
men of  Topsfeild  the  4  day  of  May 
1682. 

Mr  Thomas  Baker  &  Corpr  Jacob 
Townes  it  John  How  are  Chosen  and 
apionted  &  haue  full  power  giuene 
granted  to  them  to  settell  a  Line 
betwene  Whenham  and  Topsfeild 
Ether  by  a  greeraent  Vndcr  both 
parties  bands  or  by  a  Commitey 
Chosen  by  both    parties  or   elese    to 


39 


bringe  Whenham  men  by  Law  to 
settell  a  Line  or  any  other  way  as 
the  three  aboue  named  men  shall  see 
beast  for  ye  good  of  our  Towne. 

At  A  Lawf  till  meeting  of  ye  seclect- 
men  the  4  clay  of  May  1682  wee 
doe  hereby  giue  full  power  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Baker  Corpr  Jacob  Townes 
&  John  How  to  demand  of  aney  or 
all  the  men  of  Salara  or  Whenham 
that  Clame  Land  or  Medoe  in  our 
Townes  bounds,  to  show  there  rightes 
and  titels  to  those  Lands  Clamed  by 
them  and  allso  there  seuerall  bounds 
to  those  Land  Clamed  by  them  and 
if  any  or  all  of  them  shall  refuse  or 
doe  not  make  et  Legally  apere  how 
tliay  Came  by  those  Lands  thay  Clame 
to  ye  satisfaction  of  ye  aboue  said 
Baker  Townes  &  how :  wee  doe 
heareby  giue  them  full  power  in  ye 
Name  of  ye  Towne  to  make  trespas 
on  those  Land  or  sue  the  Clamers 
thereof  and  procekeut  the  Law 
against  them  or  any  of  them  or  to 
Compound  and  a  gree  with  any  of 
them  as  thay  shall  see  meete  and 
what  so  euer  thay  shall  doe  there  in 
wee  will  owne  and  stand  by  and 
conferme  as  witnes  our  hands. 

John  Gould  senr 
f ranees  pabody 
Thomas  Perkins 
John  Redington 
Wee  Tho :  Baker  &  Jacob  Townes 
&  John  How  not  with  standing  what 
ye    seclect    have    ingaged    to    Vs    in 
there  order  bareing   date    ye  1    May 
1632  to   bare    Vs   out   in    sueing   or 
ruinning  a  line  with   Whenham    men 
doc  intend  noe  other  pay    but   what 
ye    Towne    base     ingaged     in    there 
tonner  order  or    anv    other    tftiat    ye 
seeK*ctHien  order  dos  giue  Vs    power 
to  sue  for  as  witness  our  hands 


Thomas  Baker 
Jacob  towne 
John  How 

the  4  May  1682  there  was  a  Rate 
made  and  Commited  to  Daniel]  Red- 
ington  Constabell  of  Topsfeild  a 
mounting  to  fiue  pounds  in  silver  for 
agants  goeing  to  his  Maiestey. 

Reced  June  9th  from  William 
Smith  seuerall  paminents  Amounting 
to  twenty  Three  pounds  line  shillings 
&  nine  pence  in  money  &  twenty 
foure  pounds  fouearteen  shilings  in 
Con  trey  pay  being  in  ffull  of  Tops- 
feild proportion  to  fouer  country 
Rate  &  A  quarter  I  say  reced  pr 
Jame  Rusell  Tresuer. 

This  is  a  true  Copey  of  ye  Tresuer 
Reseate  this 
atested  by 


20  day  of  June    1682  ai 


Ephraim  dorman 
John  Gonld  Senr 
recorder  for  Topsfeild. 

Will :  Smith  was  Constabell  for  ye 
yeare  1680  for  ye  Dates  as  he  has 
paid  to  ye  Tresuer  as  yc  Tresuer 
Resect  dos  make   apere  aboil    dated. 

at  A  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  th 
20  June  1682  the  Towne  granted  to 
mr  Joseph.  Capen  tweluc  eaehers  of 
vpland  &  medoe  or  swampe  that  wili 
make  medo:  if  mr  Capen  dos  settell 
a  mongst  vs  and  except  of  ye  minis- 
terall  ofeicese  a  mongesl  vs  and  if 
God  by  his  prouedanees  dos  take 
a  way  mr  Capen  from  vs  :  then  the 
Towne  dosdesier  to  haue  the  refusal! 
of  hying  the  Land  paying  mr  Capen 
for  what  hee  has  Laid  out  one  ye 
Land  as  aney  othher  man  or  men 
shall  doc. 

Voated 

The  Towne  dos  Vnderstand    by  ye 

select  men  that  Mr  Gapen  will  except 
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of  aparcell  of  Land  that  was  shone 
Mr  Capen  by  ye  seclectrnen  neere  to 
John  Bow  and  if  Mr  Capen  dos  not 
Like  that  percell  of  Land  thin  ye 
Towneh  as  Chosen  a  Comraitey  to  goe 
&  Looke  one  some  other  plase  and 
make  returne  to  ye  Towne  whare  it  13 
which  hee  shall  haue  and  if  it  be  not 
greetly  to  ye  Townes  damig  but  if 
Mr  Capen  dos  except  of  ye  place 
showne  him  by  yeseelectmen  then  ye 
Commity  are  im powered  to  Lay  it 
out  whe.  Mr  Capen  dos  desier  it  to 
be  don  Voated 

Leiut  pebody  Sargt  Rediugton 
Corpr  Jacob  Townes  &  John  Wilds 
&  John  Gould  Senr.  are  Chosen  a 
Commitey  to  goe  &  Lay  out  twelue 
eachers  of  Land  &  swampe  or  medoe 
to  Mr  Capen  when  Mr  Capen  dos 
desier  it  &  if  Mr  Capen  dos  Like  ye 
plase  that  was  shone  him  by  ye  secleet- 
men  :  and  if  Mr  Capen  dos  not  Like 
that  plase  then  thay  are  to  goe  with 
Mr  Capen  to  Looke  one  some  other 
plase  and  make  returne  to  ye  Town 6. 
of  ye  plase  then  desiered  by  Mr 
Capen  acording  to  Towne  order. 

Voated 

20  2mo  1682 

At  a  Towne  ikieettmg  Walter 
ffaierfieeld  &  Deacon  ftiske  are  Ap- 
pointed to  Joyue  with  the  selectmen 
to  nieett  with  Topsfield  men  :  on  fry- 
daye  Come  fortnite  and  haue  full 
power  to  setle  the  Lyne  hetwene 
Topsfeild  &  or  Towne 
that  is  a  true  Coppey  taken  out  of 
the  Towne  bookeof  Wenham  Attest- 
ed Thos :  fllske  recorder  to  the 
Towne. 

this  is  a  true  Coppey  of  Wenham  men 
order  as  apered  Vnder  there  recorder 
hand  :  as  atested  John  Gould  record- 


er for  Topsfeild    this  24    June  1682. 

Wee  whose  Names  are  Vnder 
Wrighteen  being  impowered  by  our 
Respectife  Townes  fidclied  Topsfeild 
and  Wenham  meet  to  gather  this  fifth 
day  of  the  thurd  month  1682  to  Bettell 
a  deuitionnl)  Line  beetwixt  our 
Townes :  haue  agreeed  that  from  a 
Littell  tree  neere  Joseph  Porters  me- 
dow  marked  with  T  and  W  :  and  set 
about  with  a  heeape  of  stones  and 
from  thence  to  a  plump  of  mapels 
marked  which  standeth  northward 
from  the  fore  sd  tree  and  standeth  by 
Charles  Gote  medow  and  from  thence 
towards  the  Reuere  a  Cording  as  the 
brooke  runes  Vutill  it  Cometh  to  an 
Hand  by  the  Edge  of  a  swamp  Joine- 
ing  to  a  peece  of  medow  Called  P*g- 
dons  medow  and  from  the  weast 
point  of  ye  su  Hand  by  the  edge  of 
ye  medow  tell  it  Cometh  to  ye  West 
side  of  Pegdeus  medow  a  foresaid 
said  and  so  iu  Cludinge  yc  said 
medow  to  Wenham  to  an  Hand  Caled 
hocellbarey  Hand  and  from  tncuce 
to  the  est  end  of  ye  sd  Hand  in 
Chiding  all  Waiter  ffarefeeild  medow 
to  Whenham  by  a  straight  \:. 
this  agreemant  to  bee  a  full  settle- 
ment of  a  diuetionall  Line  betwene 
our  Towues  and  in  Confermation 
thereof  wee  haue  set  too   our  hand*. 

Tho  :  Baker  Tho  :   ffiske 

Jacob  Townes        Walter  ffarefeild 

John  How  Charles  Gott 

Tho  :  Patch 
William  fflake. 

This  is  a  true  Coppey  of  ye  orig- 
nell  Vnder  there  hands  as  thav  bee 
now  set  downe  as  atessted  by  me 
John  Gould  recorder   for    Topsfeild. 

this  is  Compared  with  ye  oregionall 
atested  by  me  John  How. 

At  a  Lawi'ull  meeting  of  veseeleei- 
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men  the  12  of  September  1682  the 
seclectmen  haue  agreed  to  forewarne 
ye  Widdoe  Bridges  out  of  Topsfeild 
with  her  Children  and  thay  haue 
ordered  the  Constabell  to  goe  and 
fonvarne  her  from  staying  here  in 
Topsfeild. 

at  A  Lawfull  meeting  of  The 
Towne  of  Topsfeild  &  the  neaibors 
of  ye  Vilege  Ipswich  farme  ye  25 
September  1682  being  meete  togather 
toheafeMr  Capefl  Answer  did  re- 
seufe  his  Answer  and  Voated  et  to 
be  entred    in  ye  Towne  book    Voted 

Corpr  Will  Smith  is  Chosen  to 
same  on  ye  Juerey  of  Trialls  this 
Court  now  to  be  hild  at  Ipswich  the 
Last  tusday    of  this  Instant    month 

Voated 

at  a  Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  free- 
men of  Apriell  1682  Thomas  Dorman 
is  Chosen  to  same  on  the  Grand 
Juerey  for  this  yeare  Voated 

it  was  Voated  thatj'e  seclectraen 
shuld  goe  and  aduise  with  Mr  Capen 
about  his  settelment  here  with  Vs 
and  what  way  Mr  Capen  would  haue 
It  don  and  so  make  rcturne  to  ye 
Towne  Voted 

25  September  1682 

it  Was  Voated  that  ye  seclectmen 
shall  goe  and  aduise  with  mr  Capen 
which  way  mr  Capen  will  haue  the 
money  Laid  out  that  is  subCribed  to 
be  giuene  to  mr  Capen. 

In  Answer  to  ye  motion  of  ye 
Church  &  Towne  of  Topsfeild  and 
ye  Neighbors  of  Rowlv  Village  & 
Ipswich:  Sept.  18:  An  Do  1682: 
Uauiug  taken  into  serious  Consider- 
ation ye  motion  which  hath  been 
made  by  your  seines  to  mee  in  order  to 
Ve  worke  of  ye  ministery  among  you, 
hailing    also    to    ve     Vtmost    of    mv 


Vnderstandiug  &  abillity  Eyed  & 
obsurvcd  both  ye  word  &  ye  proui- 
dences  of  God  in  order  thereunto : 
and  Although  I  am  greatly  sensible 
of  my  inability  and  Insufficiency  to 
so  great  a  worke,  yet  seeing  it  is 
God  who  hath  by  his  prouidence 
brought  mee  into  ye  same  &  not  see- 
ing my  way  Clear  to  break  of  from 
that  Worke,  Considering  also  ye 
Contiuuan ee  of  yor  Lone  &  good 
Affect!  ion  to  mee  hailing  also  been 
Earnest  with  that  God  (Wich  direct- 
eth  his  in  all  their  Wayes  setteth 
bounds  to  ye  habitations  of  all  men) 
for  guidance  Counsell  &  Direction  in 
this  great  Affair :  Waighing  all  these 
things  together  I  do  Intend  if  God 
shall  Continue  me  in  this  Worke  by 
Assitting  &  inabling  mee  there  Vnto 
to  Continue  With  you  in  the  Worke 
of  ye  Gospell  in  order  to  a  farther 
settlment  in  God  own  tim  VnLese 
anything  shall  Interuene  Which  shall 
bee  accounted  by  ludirTarant  £  Im- 
partiall  Judgments  to  hee  Just 
ground  &  sufficient  Reason  to  obstruct 
any  proceedings  of   that  Nature. 

Joseph  Capen. 

This  is  a  true    Copey  of  mr  Capen 
Answer  to  ye    Church    &  Towne    of 
Topsfeild  &  ye  Neighbours  of  Rowly 
Village.  &  Ipswich  as  atested 
John    Gould  Recorder  for  Topsfeild. 

I  Thomas  perkins  senr  see  it  Com- 
pared and  I  doe  aferme  this  aboue 
to  bee  a  true  Copey  of  mr  Capen 
answer  as  witnes  my  hand 

Thomas  Perkins. 

Topsfeild,  July  5,  1682 

Receiued  of  Ensign  Juo  Gould  £ 
John  How  Constable  of  Topsfeild  the 
Complement  oi  a  Rate  o(  sixty  pound 
for  my  Labours  in  ye  ministry  there 
in  the  yeare  77  I  sav  Reeeiued 
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Per  mee  Jere  Hobart. 

This  isatrue  Copey  of  mr  Hubbord 
Reseate  at  atested  by  mee  John 
Gould  recorder  for  Topsfeild. 

Witnes  willam  smyth 

Thomas  Dorman 
[the  above  5   lines    were   afterwards 
interlined  in  the  record  with  a  black- 
er ink] 

This  a  true  Copey  of  mr  Hobart 
Reseate  as  atested  John  Gould  Re- 
corder for  ye  Towne  of  Topsfeild: 
60:  00:  00 

Reseued  June  9th  1682  from 
Daniell  Rediugton  in  full  of  Tops- 
feild Rate  for  our  agents:  fiue  pound 
in  money. 

Jame  Russell  Treasuer  05:  00:  00 

this  is  a  true  Copey  of  ye  Tresuer 
Reseate  as  atested  John  Gould  Re- 
corder for  Topsfeild  this  21  of  Nou- 
ember    1682. 

witnes     Ephrin  dorman. 

at  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  the 
21  nouember  1682  John  How  is 
Chosen  to  answer  at  ye  Court  at 
Salom  for  Topsfeild  for  ther  being 
Complain  d  of  about  a  defected 
bridges  Voated 

Topsfd  July  5th  82. 
Receiued  of  William  Smith  senr 
Constabel  the  Complement  of  a  rate 
of  Twenty  pounds,  made  for  my 
Labour  part  of  the  yeare,  80  at  Tops- 
feild.      I  say  receiued  Per   mee 

Jere  Hobart. 

This  is  a  true  Copey  Compared 
with  ye  orignall  Voder  mr  Hobart 
hand  as  atested  by  mee  John  Gould 
recorder  for  Topsfeild  this  21  Nou- 
ember 1682.  this  is  truly  compared 
and  ye  oregenall  aetnalv  don  by  mr 
llobead  atasted  by   me  John  How. 

At  a  Lawfull     Towne  meeting   the 


21  Nouember  1682. 

The  Towne  has  for  ye  full  sattis- 
fieing  of  Mr  Capen  in  respect  of  his 
good  Answer  to  ye  Church  and 
Towne  of  Topsfeild  and  Neaighobers 
of  ye  Vilig  &  Ipswich  farmes  of  his 
settlement  amongst  Vs  in  God  one 
time  in  order  to  ye  Worke  of  ye  ^os- 
piell.  The  Towne  dos  ffuly  Con- 
furme  ye  Land  granted  to  Mr  Capen 
to  bee  his  owne  and  if  Mr  Capen  dos 
Lay  out  any  Charge  a  bout  ye  Land 
ye  Towne  dos  Looke  at  themsehies, 
bound  to  pay  Mr  Capen  for  it  as  any 
man  or  men  shall  doe  aCordicg  tp 
former  Towne  order  if  any  thing  by 
God  prouedance  shall  hinder  Mr 
Capen  ordcnation  a  mongst  Vs. 

Voated, 

The  Towne  Confarmed  the  bounds 
Laid  out  by  John  How  &  John  Gould 
Senr  to  Mr  Hobart  of  a  pond  dc  three 
eackers  of  Vpland  to  stand  good  to 
Samuel  Howlett  &  his  assigues  for 
euer. 

Voated. 

John  Honey  entred  his  Contrey 
dcscnt  to  ye  Vont  aboue     Whip;! 

Wee  Whose  Names  are  Vnder 
Wrighteen  being  apointed  by  v.- 
Towne  to  Lay  out  three  eackers  of 
Land  that  ye  Towne  granted  to  Mr 
Jere  Hobart  Wee  accordingly  haue 
don  it.  beginning  at  ye  pond  by  a 
stompe  with  a  heape  of  stones  at  it 
being  one  ye  North  sid  of  ye  Land 
and  soe  Rneing  Esterty  to  a  stake 
with  a  heap  of  stones  at  it  and  from 
thenee  sosvertly  to  a  Littell  Make 
oaeke  marked  Witli  a  heape  of 
stones  at  it  and  from  that  Westerly 
to  fouer  Littell  whiat  oaekr>  marked 
with  a  heape  o(  Mone>  :il  il  a  Jotliug 
to  ye  pond  and  ye  bounds  of  ye  pond 
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from  ye  whiat  oackes  marked  as 
before  said  all  a  Long  as  ye  trees  bee 
marked  to  ye  stomp'e  with  a  heape  of 
stones  as  before  said  the  Land  Joy- 
ing to  ye  pond  ye  whiate  oackes  and 
ye  stompe  with  ye  stones  at  them  doe 
.lone  to  ye  pond  being  the  two  loner 
hounds  of  ye  three  eackers  of  Land 
•.inted  ye  eight  day  of  march  1677  or  78 
John  Gould, 
John  How, 
At  a  Lawfull  Towue  meeting  ye 
21  Noumber  1682  The  Towue  "has 
giuen  power  to  ye  select  men  to  Let 
ye  parsouiage  house  &  barne  &  land 
belonging  to  it  so  as  it  may  re  pare  it 
selfe  and  not  come  to  a  Towne 
Charged  to  be  repared.  Voated. 

The  Towne  has  Lefte  it  to  ye 
selectmen  adding  Will:  Anerey  & 
Isaeke  Estey  &  John  Wilds  to  ye 
selectmen  for  ye  seateing  of  pepall 
in  our  meeting  house.  Voated. 

A  Rate  deliuered  to  Daniell  Red- 
ington  Constable  for  ye  Contry 
a  mounting  to  twenty  fiue  pounds  for 
ye  yeare  1681  and  a  rate  for  ye  Con- 
uty  trescary  of  fiue  pounds  in  ye 
yeare  1682  and  a  rate  for  ye  Contrey 
amounting  to  thurty  pounds  for  ye 
yeare  1682. 

There  is  a  Towne  Rate  deliured  to 
Dauiell  Redington  Constabell  a 
mouuting  to  twenty  fouer  pounds 
tiueteeneshiling  <fc  apeney  bareing 
date  26  desembr  1682. 

the  Towne  detes  that  ye  Consta- 
bell is  to  pay  out  of  this  rate  is 
twenty  fouer  pounds  iiiuteene  shil- 
ings  &  apeney. 

At  a  Lawfull  Meeting  of  ye  Select- 
ion ye  16  of  Jenewary  1682. 

The  Selectmen  hane  agreecd  with 
Samuel  Symons  to  set  Vp  a  galerey  at 


ye  West  end  of  ye  meeting  hous  of 
Topsfeild  and  ye  said  Symons  Sy- 
mou3  is  to  take  pay  of  those  that 
site  in  ye  galerey  for  his  Worke:  &  if 
any  dos  die  or  remoue  and  those 
that  dos  siruiee  them  dos  not  Contin- 
eu  Constant  herers  and  Contributers 
to  ye  Word  of  God  here  at  Topsfeild 
then  it  tis  Left  to  ye  maior  part  of  ye 
Constant  herers  and  Contributers  to 
ye  Word  of  God  here  at  Topsfeild 
Whether  that  Will  by  ye  seats  or 
giue  them  Liberty  to  sell  to  home 
thay  see  Good:  also  Samuel  Symons 
has  Liberty  to  alter  ye  stares  that 
goes  Vp  into  ye  galere}*  now  and  to 
make  one  other  pare  of  stares  that 
shall  goe  into  the  galerey  that  ye  si 
Symons  is  to  set  Vp:  and  into  ye 
galery  that  is  already  set  Vp  &  if 
thay  that  sit  in  ye  galery  now  will 
not  bee  at  ye  Charge  of  ye  remoue- 
ing  of  ye  stares  With  those  vt  dos  sit 
in  ye  galerey  that  ye  sd  Symons  dos 
set  Vp  then  it  tis  to  be  put  one  a 
Towne  a  Count:  also  ye  said  Symons 
has  Liberty  to  remoue  ye  Wiudoe  that 
is  ouer  ye  dore  Wheare  he  is  to  set 
Vp  ye  galerey  Leneing  one  Lite  be 
Low 

Thomas   perkins 
Jacob  Townes 
firancies  pebody 
John    Redington 
John  Gould 
At  a  Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  seeleet- 
men  ye  16  of  Jenewr    1682 

et  w;is  Voated  by  ye  Seeleetm»Mi  and 
Contlued  by  them  "that  Johu  Gould 
should  send  worauts  for  Will:  Auerey 
seur  &  Mr  Will:  perkins  &  John 
Hoiicy  &  Will:  Niekles  which  wee 
haue  Chosen  for  Tieuingiuen  for  this 
yeare  to  Come  to  ye  said  Gould 
and  bake  there    oathes    a    Cording  to 
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Law  for  wee    haue    apionted   ye   cd  uel  Symons  shall  set  Vp  a  galerey  at 

Gould  to  giue   them   there   oathes  as  ye  Este  end    of    ye    meeting   house  ' 

ye  Law  derects  apon  ye    same    Conditione  that   heel 

Voated.  has  agreed  with  ye  seelectrnen  to  set  I 

At    A     Lawfull       meeting  of   ye  Vp  one  galerey   »tye  Weateod  of  ye 

seelectrnen  ye  30  Jencwr   1682  or  83.  meeting  honse  \  oated  ; 

Wee  haue  Chosen  Corpr  Will:  Smith       The  Towne    has  manisfected     by 

to  kepe  ornorey  at   Topsfeild    which  Voate  that  thay  doe  dearer    Abraham  ; 

wee  doe  desier  this  honered   Court  to  Redington  Senr  to    Come  and  site  in  • 

point   him  a  tirm  for  yt  end  also  wee  ye   fore    sccate    and    old    Goodman 

haueing  our  prinerali  Towne  meeting  Nicklos  in  ye  seckond  seeate     Voated 
in  cold  wether  wee  doe  a  Low   Corpr       Tbe  Towm,  hag  a  ^  .       y& ... . 

Smith  to  sell   beer   to  ye    townsmen  fc        Mou  Gene^u    Coul..e  for 

that  day  and  to    kepe    a    fier  in   ye  an  eaxplanatJion   of   tnere   arams   of 

boos  that  day  for  rhe  lowne   to   re-  Topsfeild  bolmds  Voated 

moue  there    meeting  and  if  thav  see 
Case  demand  The  Towne   does  by  Voat    declare  ' 

At  A  Lawfuli  meeting  of  ye  Towne  that  there  shall  bee  appetion  prefered  . 

of  Topsfeild    the:    6:   march    1682  or  to  ye     Honored    Generaii    Court    for' 

§3.  there  axplaiing    of  two  grants   vpon 

John  Gould  was  chosen  to  kepe  ye  (;ourt  reckons   one  baring  date  1643 

Towne  booke  for  ye  yeare  insueing*  the   other    in    ye   yeare     1658:    this 

Corpr    William    Smith    is  Chosen  petition  shall  be  prefered  by  Mr  Tho 

Constabell    for  ye  yeare  insueing  for  Baker  Jacob  Townes  and  John    How 

Topsfeild  or   whorae  thay  shall  dealer  to  Joyne 

Sergt  Isack  Comings  is    Chosen  to  w^n  then. 
serue  oue  ye  Jeruey  of  trial!  the  next       The  Towne  has  granted  to  Daniell 

Court  hild  at  Ipswich  the  Last  tusday  Clarke  that  LittelUilipe  of  Land  that 

of  this  Instant  march  hec  has  fenced  in  betweenc  his  h< 

Mr  Thomas    Baker    Isacke   Estey  and  that  house    as    peter    Shamway 

Clarke  Sargt  Ephrom  Dorman    Sam-  did  Line  in  but    ye  sd    Clarke  is  not 

uel  Howlett  &  John  Gould  Senr:   are  to  remoue  his  fence  any  forder  apon 

chosen  seelectrnen  for  to  order  ve  pre-  ye  Towne    Common  then  it  dos    now 

denchall  afaiers  of  ye  Towne  for  this  Stand  Voated 

yeare  insueing:   only    wee  prohibbit       joun    Wilds  &  Elisha  perkins    are 

them  from  giueing  or    selling  or  ex-  Chosen    to    be   seuernoyes    for    hie 

chaing  any  of  ye  Townes  Land  Waves  &  ffences  for  this  yeare 

Daniell     Clarke    Coming    into    ye  Voated 


Towne  meeting  the  6  of  march    1082 
or  83  and   saint:    that    hee    had    noe 


Wee    Whose     Names    are    Vnder 


wright  in  ye  Coming  JJ  ngbteen  Beeiog  Apionted    by  fee 

The  Towne  has  Voated   Goodman   ^wno,of  fopsfejld  to  La>  o.rt  to  II 

Clarke  a  Coromiuer  Voated   Capeu   toeuele   Eackera  ol     l.md '.. 

being  \  pland  ami  Swanipe  &  mectof 
The  Towne  has  a  greed  that  Sam-   as   is    in   ve  Towne    booke   expreaed 
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Wee  accordingly  haue  don  it:  begin- 
ing  at  astake  standing  apon  the  plaine 
next  to  Goodman  How  so  Ruing 
norerly  two  and  thurty  rod  to  a 
Littell  red  oacke  marked  with  a  heape 
of  stones  at  it:  and  from  thence 
roining  Esterly  apon  a  straight  Line 
to  anelme  marked  With  a  heape  of 
stones  at  it  this  Line  is  sixty  rod 
Longe:  and  from  the  Elme  apon  a 
straight  Line  to  a  nash  marked  in  the 
swampe  ueere  Mr  William  perkins 
and  this  Line  is  thurty  eaight  rod 
Longe  and  from  ye  ashe  tree  apon  a 
straight  Line  to  the  stake  before 
named  as  Witnes  our  hands  this  28th 
of  ffebewary  1682  or    83 

ff'ranees   Pebody 
John   Wilds 
Jacob  Townes  senr 
John  Gould  senr 

At  a  Lawf ull  meeting  of  ye  seclect- 
men  ye  13  March   1682  or  83 

John  Wilds  is  Chosen  a  tieingmau 
and  his  presinkcs  is  from  Samuel  How- 
lett  &  all  ye  ffaimelies  there  about  by 
Deckon  perkins  &  all  about  Daniell 
Clarke  &  Tobigha  perkins  is  Chosen 
a  tieingman  &  his  presinkes  is  ail  ye 
ffaimeles  ffrom  Sargt  Comings  to 
John  prichats  to  Mr  Baker  &  to 
William  Anerey  John  Robinson  is 
Chosen  a  tieingman  and  his  pre- 
sinkes is  all  a  Longe  from  Corpr 
Townes  Vp  to  John  Gould  John 
Nicklas  is  Chosen  a  tieingman  ff  all 
ye  ffaimeles  one  that  sid  ye  riuer  hee 
Liues  one. 

At  a  Lawful  1  meeting  of  ye  seelect- 
meu  the  23  of  Apriell  1683  Lliut 
Pebody  &  Mr  Thomas  Baker  &John 
How  are  Chosen  to  meete  With  ye 
Gentellmen  that  Come  from  Ipswich 
at  William    Howlett    one  the    twenty 


forth  of  this  Instant  month  to  settell 
a  Line  betwene  Ipswich  and  Tops- 
feild. 

I  John  How  doe  acknolig  that  I 
haue  Rescued  of  Lliut  pebody  the 
ffouer  pounds  ninee  shilings  and  two 
pence  that  ye  Towne  did  a  grce  by 
Voat  to  pay  mee  for  so  much  as  they 
bad  rated  ye  Gouner  Symon  Brad- 
street  Esqr  for  and  ye  Gouur  not 
paying  of  it  ye  Towne  did  pas  :t 
Voat  the  forth  of  :S cumber  1GS1  that 
I  should  haue  it  in  a  Towne  rate  :  a 
Towne  rate  being  made  for  that  end 
and  deliucred  to  Lieut  pebody  1  doe 
acknolig  that  I  haue  Reseued  the 
hole  some  as  is  aboue  expresed  as 
Witnes  ray  hand  this  23  of  Apriell 
1683 

John  How . 
Witnes    John     Gould     Recorder  for 
Topsfeild. 

At  a  Lawfull  meeting  of  ve  Towne 
of  Topsfeild  the  1  May  1683 

Sargt  John  Redington  is  Glioses 
Ganieuery  man  for  this  yeare  l'oi 
Topsfeild. 

At  A  Lawfull  Towne  msetii 
4:  May  1683  the  Towne  has  giuene 
power  to  Lliut  pebody  Jo  Mr  Tl 
Baker  &  John  Wilds*  &  Sargt  Dor- 
man  to  git  Ipswich  men  to  take  of 
the  Conditions  that  is  in  there  praot 
to  us  and  then  to  settell  a  Line  With 
Ipswich  for  our  Towne  Voated 

there  Was  a  rate  made  by  Yartoy 
of  a  Worant  from  ye  Contrey  Tres- 
erur  of  two  pound  seuenteene  sliiliuga 
&  aLeuene  pence  to  be  paid  m  mon- 
ey for  Vuimproued  Laud  his  worrant 
did  bare    date    Boston    27th    March 


L683  &  it  was  made  ye 
and    deliuered    to  ye 
Topsfeild 


9  Maid 
Cons  r a  Ik 
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there  Was  a  rate  made  by  Vartey 
of  a  Warrant  from  ye  Contrey  Tres- 
erur  of  ten  pounds  two  shilings  to  be 
paid  in  money  for  our  agants  and 
other  neseray  Charges  for  ye  Contrey 
and  delieured  to  ye  Constabcll  the 
9  May  1683:  the  Treseuer  Won  ant 
didbaredate  Boston  March  27th  1683. 

At  a  Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  Sec- 
lectmen  of  Topsfeild  ye  23  of  July 
1683 

Whareas  Wee  did  Reseue  a  Wright- 
teen  from  ye  Seclectmen  of  Salam 
to  apiont  two  men  to  meete  som 
men  thay  Chose  at  Liut  Thomas 
putnam  one  frieday  next  to  Lay  out 
a  Contrey  hie  Way:  betweue  Salam 
&  Andeuer 

Wee  haue  Carefuly  Looked  into  ye 
Law  and  Wee  find  that  Wee  haue 
noe  power  to  Chose  men  for  that  end 
for  ye  Law  dos  Say  ye  Townes  shall 
doe  it:  in  Lone  Wee  have  Chosen 
two  men  to  Come  to  meete  yu  to  tell 
yu  ye  reson  Whie  Wee  Could  doe 
noe  more  at  this  time  and  ye  two 
men  that  are  Chosen  is  Lliut  Tho: 
Baker  &  John  Gould 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye  22 
of  agust    1683 

John  ffranch  Was  Chosen  a  Com- 
missioner to  Joyne  with  ye  seclectmen 
to  take  a  List  of  all  male  persons 
and  other  estates  as  ye  Law  (trccts 
and  to  Carey  it  to  ye  shere  Towne 
and  to  Joyne  With  ye  Commissioner 
there  as  ye  Law  detects.  Voted 

At  a  Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  sec- 
lectmen of  Topsfeild  the  28  agust 
1683 

There  being  great  Complaints  Com- 
ing to  Vs  about  many  pepeii  Lott- 
ing there  rames  rune  apon  ye  Com- 
mon to  ye  great  damige  of  the  breed 


of  sheepe  in  or  Towne  and  ye  owner* 
of  the  rames  Will  take  noe  Care  to 
prfent  ye  damige  that  Comes  by 
rames  ruing  one  ye  Common  at  Lib- 
erty Therefore  to  prfent  f order  dam- 
ige by  rames:  ruing  one  ye  Common 
it  tis  hereby  declared  by  ve  seeleet- 
men  that  that  man  or  men  yt  dos  not 
fforth  with  take  Vp  his  ram  or  rames 
from  ruing  at  Liberty  one  ye  Com- 
mon or  one  any  open  ground  yt  is 
not  inclosed  shall  forfite  ye  one  halfe 
of  ye  said  ram  to  him  yt  take  ye  sd 
ram  Vp  and  ye  man  yt  take  Vp  ve 
ram  is  to  Crie  ye  ram  a  Cording  to 
Law  and  if  noe  owner  apere  Within 
ten  dayes  then  he  yt  take  up  ye  ram 
has  Liberty  to  kille  ye  ram  or  to  se- 
kuere  him  from  doeing  damige  as 
before  expresed  and  if  ye  owner  dos 
apeere  Within  one  fortnight  ve  one 
halfe  of  ye  ram  so  taken  Vp  to  ye 
owner  and  ye  other  halfe  to  ye  man 
yt  tooke  him  Vp  and  if  noe  owner 
apeere  within  ye  time  before  expresed 
then  one  halfe  of  ye  ram  bo  taken 
Vp  to  ye  Ves  of  ye  Towne  and  there 
is  noe  Liberty  for  rames  to  nine  ons 
ye  ground  Vninclosed  from  ye  tenth 
of  July  to  ye  twelth  of  Noueraber 
aud  any  man  has  Liberty  to  take  Vp 
any  ram  so  ruing  within  this  tin 
this  order  to  stand  in  force  tell  ve 
Towne  see  Case  to  make  some  other 
order  about  rames  or  ye  seek  et:i:en 
see  good  to  repeall   it.  Vetted 

Apriell  22  1664. 

Aeording  to  the  order  o(  the  Hon- 
oured Generall  Court  May  the 
Seuenth  1662  Wee  Whoa  names  are 
hereunto  subscribed  ruinge  the  delud- 
ing Line  between  Salam  ami  Tops- 
t'eild.  Wee  rune  from  >ai'm  meeting 
house  six  miles    apon  playne   mound 
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(by  trauis)     somthing  more  Westerly  of  a  Sponge  of  medow  Which   Lyeth 

then  the  north    and  by    West  poynt  Vpon  Ipswich  riuer  neare  thurty  pole 

Wheare  wee  set  a  stake  and  erected  a  from  the  riuer,  and    from  thence    the 

heape    of    stones,  there    standing  a  Line  runs    be  Low    the   side   of   the 

White  oak  a  bout  two   or  three  pole  steepe  hill  by  the  side  of  the    medow 

more    southerly   of  it  marked  with  S  Vnto  a  marked    pine  and  from    that 

T  and    from    that    heape  of    stones  a  Longe  in  that    narrow    Sponge  of 

Wee  first   rune  Eastward   Circularly  medow  Vnto    an  other  pine   marked 

and  marked   a  Whitoake    with    S  T  With  S  T   standing    in  a  Litell    pine 

and  so   continuinge    the   Line    With  swampe  on    the  east  sid  of  the  Litell 

*  marked    trees  Vntill     Wee    Came  at  brooke  about  two  pole  from    it,  from 

Bishops    meow  to  a  red  oake  marked  thence  it  ran    through    Henry    ffclps 

at  the  north  end   of  Bishops   greater  feeld  on    the  east    sid  of    his    house 

part   of     medow      and    so     runinge  Vnto  agreat  red  oake   marked  with  S 

betwene  the  two  medows  ouer    Bish-  T  standing  a  bout  ten  pole  Westward 

ops  brooke  to  a  White  oake  and  from  of  Andeuer  road  to   Salam  and    from 

I'  thenc*'  to  Long  Sponge  almost  all  the  thence  to  a  pine  forward  in  the    Line 

way  through    it  by    maples    and  one  and  so  to  a  duble    Whiat  oake  mark- 

wallnut  tree  marked    in  the    Sponge  ed  as    before    Which   stands  on    the 

from  thence  crose   Thomas  putnams  south  of  a  Littell    medow    fenced    in 

medow  to  a  red   oake  marked  on  the  and  from    that  to    redding   Line  BO€ 

east  side    of  it  and   so   ouer   the  hill  that  this  South  West  Line  is    about 

Through  ffarmer  porters  medow  Vnto  four  milles  from  the  heape  of  stones, 

a  Littell  Whit  oake  marked  with  T  S  all  Which  markes  was    faithfully  and 

which  stands  on  the  east  side   of  the  exactly     wrought     acordiug   to    the 

high    way     by    the    fordc    ouer  the  miles  of  art  and  the    Whole    bounds 

brooke    Which  is  Commonly    Called  of  Salam  as  now  wee  haue  ruue  it  is 

stoney  brooke    from  thence  it   runes  full    six    miles    from    Salam  meeting 

\   cross  on  other  parcel  of   ffarmer  por-  nous 
ters  medow  on   the  north   end  of    the  Thomas  Noyes 

Long  hill  which    Lyeth  on    the  south  Jonathan  Danforth 

east  of  the  said    medow  by  a  marked  this  was  entred  by  Vpate  A  order  of 

Wallnut  tree    and    from     thence    to  ye    Seclectmen    of   Tbpsfeild    in    to 

Wenmim  Line  Which  Line  from    the  there  Towne  booke 
heape  of    stones    is  about    two  mille        This    is   a    true    Copev    Compared 

and  one  halfe.  With  the  orignall  as    atested  by    nun' 

Then  Wee  began  at  the  first  heape  John  Gould  recorder  for  Topsfeild 
of  stones  aud  ran  towards  the    south 

east    (still    keping    six  milles    from        at  a  Lawfull  meeting  of  ye    Town 

Salam  meeting  house)  Wee  rune  ouer  of  Topsfeild  the  '2  day  of   Nouember 

the  northeast   end   of    Maior    Haith-  1G83 

erns  hill  about   sixty  pole  by  estema-        the  men  that  ye  Towne  did  impow- 

'ion    from    his   medow    from    thence  er  to  sue  and    petition  for  the    Lands 

ruining  by  a  marked  tree  ouer  part  of  that  ware     by    Salam     granted  in    or 

MrCttrrins    farme    Crose  by  the    sid  bounds  haue  don    it  and  Come    to  ye 
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Towne  for  there  waiges  and  their 
being  but  a  small  aper'ance  the  Towne 
sees  good  to  a  Jorne  there  Towne 
meeting  tell  ten  aOlcke  in  ye  morn 
ye  twenty  of  this  Instant 

A  t  a  La  w  f  u  1 1  Towne  m  e  e  1 1  n  g  hi  Id 
apon  a  Jorment  ye  20  Noumber  1683 
The  Towne  did  manifest  by  Voate 
that  the  three  men  namely  Lliut 
Thomas  Baker  Corpr  Jacob  Townes 
and  John  How  shall  haue  ye  one 
halfe  of  ye  Land  that  th&5  doe  re- 
couer  for  ye  Towne  as  fast  as  thay 
doe  reeouer  it  Leaueing  one  halfe  to 
ye  Towne  all  waves  as  fast,  as  thay 
doe  reeouer  it  and  thay 'are  im power- 
ed to  goe  one  With  pertieklers  sutes 
as  fast  as  thay  can  tell  thay  haue 
recouered  all  as  is  ye  Townes  a  Cord- 
ing to  Generell  Court  order  and  ye 
Land  that  shall  be  recouered  by  this 
aboue  named  men  shall  be  eaquely 
defied  betweue  ye  Towne  and  ye 
aboue  named  men  ICaquelly  both  for 
quanty  &  qUalety  and  there  halfe 
shall  be  for  theresattisfaxti  li  ■•  all 
there  disbursmeuts  a  Cording  to 
Towne  order  Vos  \ 1  1 

Wee   Whose     names     are     Vnder 
Wrighteen    doe    fully    Consent    to  & 
With  ye  Towne  that  ye  Towne    shall 
haue  ye    forst   profer   of    by  he;   our 
parts  of  Land   and  if  Wee  doe  sell  it 
the  True  meing  is  to  any  inhabitanes 
of  or  Towne  this  is    a  full    agteroent 
with  the  three  men  and  ye  Towne 
Lliut  Thomas  Baker 
Corpr  .lacob  Townes 
John  How 
This  is  a  true  Copey  Compared    with 
ye  three  aboue  named   men    Consent 
there  hands  being    set   to  it   as  it  tis 
now  in  }Te  Towne  Booke  as  atested  1? 
mee  John    Gould  recorder  for   Tops- 
feiid 


Reced  June  12th  1683  from  Daniell 
Redington  of  Topsfeild  in  full  of 
said  Townes  proportion  to  flue  Rates 
ye  some  of  thnrty  ffiue  pounds  fouer 
shilings  in  Contry  pay  &  twenty 
pounds  two   shilings  in  money 

P  Jame  Rusell  Tresuer 

This  is  a  true  Copey  Com  puree! 
with  ye  Tresuer  reseate  as  atested 
John  Gould  Recorder  for  Topsfeild 

Thomas  Baker 

This  22th  of  desember  1C83 

Receued  of  Daniell  Redinsrtou  of 
Topsfeild  in  full  of  his  County  rate 
in  ye  year  82  ye  some  of  ffiue  pounds 
one  shilings  I  say  Resued  P  mee 
Robart  Payne  Tresuer  82 

This  is  a  true  Copey  Compared 
with  ye  Tresuer  Reseate  as  atested 
P  mee  John  Gould  recorder  for  Tops- 
feild 

Samuel  Howlett 

At  a  Lawful]  Towne  meeting  ye 
25    desember    1683  John   Gould 

senr  and  John  Wilds  are  Chosen  to 
deuide  the  Land  by  \\7i.;;.hum  Line 
with  Lliut  Baker  &  Corpr  Townes 
and  John  How  tbat  peiee  of  I  i  I  is 
ye  aboued  named  men  did  git  of 
whenham  men  forder  then  or  Line 
did  rune  before  Voftted 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye 
25  desember  1683  The  Towne" did 
giue  mr  Capen  Liberty  to  set  Vp  a 
seeate  at  ye  Vpper   end  of  ye   pulpit 

Yoated 

Wee  doe  hereby  declare  yt  wee  are 

Vtterly  Vn willing  to  yeeld  ether  to  a 
Rasignation  of  the  Charter  or  to  any- 
thing yt  shall  be  equenalent  there 
Vnto  Whereby  ye  foundation  there 
of  should  be  raced. 

This  Was  Yoated  by  or  Towne  and 
ve   Inhabatianec    about    Y*     vt    dos 
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Vesaly  Come  to  or  meetings  Voated 
Wee  Whoes  Names  are  Vnder 
Wrighteen  doe  hereby  declare  that 
Wee  are  desierous  yt  all  humbell 
applecation  be  made  to  bis  Maiesty 
yt  Wee  may  still  inioy  or  priuiliges 
aeording  to  charter 

John  How 
William  perkins 
John  Robinson 
John  Wilds 
John  Townes 
Wee  being  Chosen  by  ye  Towne 
to  deuide  aparcell  of  Lland  that  Was 
obtained  by  Lliut  Baker  Corpr  Townes 
&  John  How  by  ye  settlement  of  a 
Line  Whit  Whenham  as  will  apeere 
in  ye  Towne  Booke  Vnder  there 
hands  that  is  a  Commitey  Chosen  by 
Topsfeild  to  settell  ye  Lines  betwene 
Whenham  &  Topsfeild  and  ye  Towne 
of  Topsfeild  did  grant  to  Liut  Baker 
Corpr  Townes  &  Jhn  How  ye  one 
halfe  of  ye  Land  for  there  paynes  & 
Cost  thay  haue  bin  ont  about  it  and 
chose  John  Gould  senr&  John  Wilds 
to  goe  and  deuide  the  Laud  With  ye 
three  aboue  named  men  Which  Wee 
haue  done  as  foleth,  the  fforst  Line 
begines  at  Joseph  porters  medoe  aud 
ye  bounds  settled  by  Whenham  and 
Topsfeild  next  Whenham  Caesway 
to  a  bunch  of  mapels  at  ye  brooke 
shall  remaine  to  ye  Towne  &  ye 
brooke  the  bounds  ye  next  marked 
bunch  of  maples  at  a  Litell  Hand  at 
ye  end  of  Sargt  Townes  medow  and 
the  swamp  one  ye  East  side  of  the 
brooke  the  swamp  and  medow  and 
Uueklebuerey  Hand  a  Cording  to 
agreement  With  Whenham  shall  Re- 
maine to  Lliut  Baker  Corpr  Townes 
and  John  How  this  is  a  dcuistion  a 
greed  apon  and  settled  by  Vs  : 
Dated  ye  28  desember  16B3 


John  Gould  senr 
John  Willd 
Thomas  Baker 
John  How 
Lliut  Baker  &  John    How  signe  in  ye 
behalfe  of  Corpr  Townes  as    atested 
John  Gould  recorder  for  Topsfeild 

Daniell  Redington  Constabei  Came 
to  mee  ye  the  4th  march  8j  and 
brought  mee  Reseates  of  ye  pertick- 
ler  somes  as  he  was  ordered  by  the 
seclectmen  to  pay  out  of  a  rate  made 
and  Deliuered  to  him  to  gather  Vp  of 
twenty  fouer  pounds  aud  Omteene 
shilings  and  a  peney  and  ye  reseates 
Vnder  the  per  tickler  persons  hands 
as  it  did  apeere  so  that  ye  Constabell 
is  fuly  discharged  of  that  rate  of  241b 
15s:  Old 

I  say  this  is  true  as  atested  by 
mee  John  Gould  Recorder  for  Tops- 
feild 

at  a  meting  of  the  salactmen  the 
18  of  September  1G77  : 

in  Relation  to  the  Law  poncorning 
tithing  men :  we    haue   maed    CI 
of  mr    Willyem    Perkins    Saner  and 
Daken  Thorans  .Perkins  and    Sargent 
Ed  man  Town  and  Willyem    Mi 
as    tithing    men    for   Topsffeld  :   mr 
Willyem  Perkins  is  to    in  spact 
ft'olowing  tiamelis,    Left  lTraneis    Pa- 
body  :  mr    Thomus    Baker    Thomas 
Dorman  willyem  Averell  Daniell  Bor- 
man   Ephrim     Dorman    John    llor.ve 
John  Pretehet  :  Isack  Comiua  : 

Daken  Perkins  is  to  in  spact    thos 
folowing  ffamelis    sargt  :  John     Rad- 
ington    John     Willd      John    f. 
Samuell  Howlet   Micall    Doncll  . 
Comins    Willyem    Howlet  :  mr   John 
Brodstreet  Sargt   Kdman  Town    is  to 
in  spaet    thos  ffolowiog  ffamelys  En- 
sign John  Gould  John  Curtis  M: 
stanly  James  Waiters  Joseph   Town 
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Isack  Easty  Jacob  Town  John  Robi- 
son  Daniel  1  Clark  John  How  Lak 
wakliin  willyem  Perkins  Willyem 
Niquells  is  to  inspact  thos  ffolowing 
ffamelys  John  Niquells  Thornus 
Kaney  willyem  Hobb  Philip  Knight 
John  Gould 
f  ranees  pa  body 

Seuerall  Rates  made  and  deliuered 
to  Corpr    Smith    Constabell   barcing 
date  14th  Jenewary  1683 
to  one  Rate  for  ye  County  at  08-15-00 
to  one  Singell  Country  rate  at   08-15- 

00 
to  one  rate  &  a    halfe  for  ye   Con  try 

in  money  &  depytes    wages    which 

all  dos  Come  to  22-01-06 

one  ministerys  rate  which  Comes  to 
65£  one  thurd  of  it   money    65-00-00 

all  thes  rates  are  to  bee  payed  in 
ytyeare!683 

At  a  General]  Court  of  Election 
held  at  Boston  1 0th  day  of  third 
month  1G43 

Whereas  the  Court  holden  at  Boston 
the.  4th  7m  1039  there  Was  Qertafne 
Lands  Lying  neeiv!  Ipswich  Riuer 
granted  for  a  Village  Either  to  snme 
of  the  Inhabitants  uf  Salam  or  Surae 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  Ipswich  Whoe 
haue  farmes  neere  Vnto  the  said  Laud 
to  be  inioyed  by  thoese  Whoe  first 
Setled  a  Village  theerethay  boath  pre- 
ponnding  for  it  to  gether  :  how  euer 
the  order  mentioneth,  only  Salam 
inhabitants,  and  for  as  much  as  the 
inhabitants  of  Ipswich  haue  for 
neere  this  two  yeare  procured  & 
maintained  one  to  dispence  the  Word 
of  God  Vnto  them,  Which  thay  in- 
tend !;to  Continue :  It  is  therefore 
ordered  &  granted  that  Mr  John  En- 
deeott,  &  the  said  Inhabitants  of 
Ipswich  Viz  Mr  Biadstreet,  Mr  Sy- 
monds  Mr  Whittingarn    Mr    William 


paine  Mr  Robert  payne  &  Such  other 
of  Ipswich,  or  Salam  as  thay  shall 
assosiate  to  themselues,  shall  haue 
Liberty  to  setle  a  Villadge  neere  the 
said  Riuer  of  Ipswich,  as  it  may  bee 
most  Convenient  for  them,  to  Which 
the  afore  said  Land  shall  beLong 
Vizt  all  that  Which  Lyeth  neere  the 
said  Riuer  not  formerly  granted  to 
any  Towne  or  pson  protiided  that  any 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  Salam,  Whoe 
haue  farmes  neere  Vnto  the  said 
Land  now  granted  shall  haue  Liberty 
for  one  yeare  next  Coming  to  Joyue 
With  the  said  Vilage,  &>  to  haue 
theire  equeall  &  proportionable  priu- 
iledg  iu  the  same.  And  Wheareas 
Mr  Bradstreet  hath  Liberty  granted 
him  to  take  his  farme  of  fiue  hundred 
acrs  in  the  next  Convenient  place, 
that  is  fitt  for  a  farme.  to  that  Which 
is  granted  to  Mr  John  Endecott 
Which  may  prone  preiudiciall  to  the 
said  Village,  It  is  therefore  ordered 
that  the  said  Mr  Bradstreete  shall 
haue  Liberty  to  take,  his  said  farme  of 
tine  hundred  acres  in  any  other  place 
not  yett  granted  to  any  Towne  or 
pson  not  prejudicial!  to  any  plantation 
made  or  to  be  made  Which  When 
hee  hath  so  done  &  manefested  the 
same  to  this  Court  his  aforesd  grant 
shall  forth  With  be  Voyd  &  ihe  sd 
Lands  shall  be  Long  to  the  Village 
before  mentioned  to  be  disposed  of 
by  the  Inhabitants  there  of  for  the 
good  of  the  Whole  and  if  Salam  & 
Ipswich  shall  not  agree  before  the 
next  Court  about  a  pcell  of  meddow, 
now  desired  by  Salam,  to  be  to 
Whenham,  then  the  Court  shall  deter- 
min  it 

That  this  is  a  true  Coppy  taken  out 
of  the  Courts  Book  of  Records  is 
atested  bv  Edward    Etawson    Sectary 
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Vera  Copia  of  yt  Coppy  taken  by 
mee 

Hilliard  Veren  Clerk 

This  is  a  true  Coppy  taken  of  yt 
Coppy  by  race  John  Gould  recorder 
for  Topsfeild, 

At  a  Generall  Court  held  at  Boston 
the  19  October  1658 

In  answer  to  the  petition  of  the  In- 
habitants of  Topffeild  It  being  put 
to  the  question  Whether,  the  Lands 
of  Salain  shal  be  accoumpted  to  Run 
from  the  meeting  house  six  miles 
into  the  woods  &  noe  more,  Alwaies 
prouided  that  the  pticular  psons  to 
Whome  Lands  haue  beene  granted 
by  Salem  Within  Topsfeild  Line  shall 
be  Long  to  the  proprietors  The 

Court    resolues    this   question    in  the 
affirmatiue. 

This  a  True  Coppy  taken  out  of 
the  Courts  booke  of  Records  as  atest- 
ed  Edward  Rawson  Secterey 

Copia  Vera  of  that  Coppv  atested 
Hilliard  Vrin  Clerk 

This  is  a  true  Coppy  of  that  Coppy 
taken  P  mee  John  Gould  Recorder 
for  Topsfeild. 

At  A  Generall  Court  hild  at  Bos- 
ton 10th  of  October  1683 

In  Answer  to  ye  petition  of  Thomas 
Baker  Jacobe  Townes  and  John  How 
of  Topsfeild  for  explanation  of  an 
order  of  Court  made  19th  of  October 
1658  reffcriug  to  Lands  granted  by 
Salem  With  in  Topsfeild  bounds 
Vpon  A  full  hearing  of  the  Case  and 
What  hath  bine  alleadged  both  by 
Salem  and  Topsfeild  the  Court  doe 
Judge  that  the  aforesaid  order  referrs 
only  to  such  Lands  as  were  granted 
by  Salem  before  the  tenth  of  may 
1643. 

That  What  is  aboue  Written  is  A 
true  Copie    taken    out  of  the    Courts 


Records     Atested     Edward    Rawson 
Sectrey 

a  Verie  Copia  of  that  Coppy  as 
a  tested  John  Gould  Recorder  for 
Topsfeild. 

At  A  Lawful]  Meeting  of  ye  Towne 
of  Topsfeild  the  4th  of  March  16S3 
or  84 

John  Gould  Senr  is  Chosen  to  kepe 
the  Towne  Bookes  of  reckords  for 
this  yeare  in  sueing  Voated 

Corpr  William  Smith  is  Chosen 
Constabell  for  this  yeare  insueing 
for  Topsfeild 

William  Auery  Senr  is  Chosen  to 
Same  one  the  Jeuerey  of  trialls  the 
next  County  Court  to  beholden  at 
Ipswich  the  Last  tusday  of  this 
Instant  March 

ssargt  Reding  ton  Corpr  Jacob 
Townes  John  Honey  Thomas  Dormau 
John  Gould  Senr  is  Chosen  Seclect- 
men  to  order  the  prudanciall  afares 
of  the  Towne  for  this  ensueing  yeare 
prouied  thay  shall  not  dissposc  of 
any  of  ye  Townes  Laud 

at  A  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  of  the 
Towne  of  Topsfeild  the  4th  march 
1683-84  MrTobigah  perkins  &  Joseph 
Estev  are  Chosen  seruavers  for  hie 
wayes  for  this  insueing  yeare  Darnell 
Re'diugton  &  Samuel  Standley  are 
Chosen  fence  Veueres  for  this  Insue- 
ing  yeare 

Whareas  the  Towne  had  formerly 
giuen  Lliberty  to  Liut  pebody  to  set 
Vp  a  mell  and  to  lloe  so  much  oi  the 
Townes  Common  as  Was  needfnll 
for  a  miile  (this  Towne  act  not  being 
found  in  ye  Towne  Booke)  the  Towne 
aos  now  by  Voat  deeiare  that  I  -^ 
doe  againe  grant  Lliberty  to  ye  said 
pebody    to    Moat     soe     mueh    of   the 
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Townes  Common  'as  is  for  ye  good 
and  Vese  of  ye  raille  so  Long  as  ye 
rail!  doth  stand  and  grind  for  ye 
Towne  Voated 

The  Towne  has  Chosen  Lliut  Pe- 
body  &  Lliut  Baker  and  John  Wilds 
&  Sargt  Dorman  to  rune  and  Settell 
a  Line  With  Ipswich  men  betwene  or 
Towne  &  Ipswich  only  the  Towne  dos 
prohabet  the  aboue  named  men  from 
Consenting  to  any  thing  that  may  be 
to  or  Townes  damige  in  Relation  to 
making  or  Towne  tresspasers  in  or 
Cattell  Coming  into  the  bounds  of 
Ipswich  Voated 

John  Honey  Thomas  Dorman  & 
John  Gould  Senr  are  Chosen  a  Com- 
mitey  to  Lay  out  a  Couutrey  hie 
way  from  Rowely  to  Topsfeild 

Voated 

The  Towne  meeting  is  a  Jorned 
to  ye  18  of  this  instant  march. 

Mr  Capen 

Wheare  as  yu  are  pleased  to  moue 
something  ConCorning  the  prodouce 
of  the  parsoning  which  the  Towne 
Jenerally  say  thay  did  not  expect 
but  seauerall  say  that  yor  selfe  said 
yu  would  haue  nothing  to  doe  with  it 
apon  which  the  seclectmen  haue  Leet 
it  for  twenty  shillings  a  yeare.  The 
Towne  desiers  to  know  yor  mind  sar- 
tin  in  that  thing  and  if  yu  doe  wholy 
renownce  the  parson ige  the  Towne 
will  then  answer  yor  Request  in  add- 
ing six  pounds  to  yor  Salery  for  pro- 
uiding  yu  flier  wood  by  the  yeare 
Leauiug  our  f rinds  of  the  Vilige  and 
ffarmers  to  doe  what  thay  will  in  that 
respect  Voated 

William  Auerey  Sener  enters  his 
Contrey    desent    to    ye  Voat   aboue 


wrighteen 

I  do  hereby  declare  my  redness  & 
Willingness  to  accept  of  ye  aboue 
mentioned  proposali  of  ye  addition 
of  six  pounds  to  my  salery  for  ye 
precuring  of  my  fierwood  and  do  also 
hereby  renounce  ye  use  of  ye  per- 
sonage Which  I  Vuderstand  is  by  yor 
selues  Concluded  that  I  did  expect 
Your  Saruant  Joseph  Capen 

This  is  a  true  Copey  of  What  Mr 
Capen  did  send  to  ye  Towne  the  18 
of  March  1683  or  84  as  atested  by 
mee  John  Gould 

recorder  for  Topsfeild 

Wetnesis 

John  How 

Ephraim  Dorman 

At  A  Lawfull  Towne  Meeting  of 
the  Towne  of  Topsfeild  the  22 
Apriell  1684 

The  Towne  made  Chose  of  Lliut 
pebody  Lliut  Baker  Corpr  Townes 
John  Wilds  Sargt  Dorman  John 
Houey  &  John  How  to  settell  a  Line 
With  Ipswich  betwene  Ipswich  »S: 
'Topsfeild  and  any  foucr  or  fine  ol 
them  agreeing  With  those  men  that 
Ipswich  shall  Chose  for  yt  end  shall 
stand  and  thay  haue  full  power  to 
agree  With  Ipswich  for  thare  settel- 
meut  of  a  Line  Which  hath  neuer  biu 
don  sence  Wee  ware  a  Towne 

Voated 

The  Towne  has  agreed  that  a  de- 
puty yt  goes  to  ye  General  I  Court 
shall  haue  but  tliuteene  shilings  pr 
weeake  in  Countrey  pay  also  thay 
haue  a  greeed  yt  a  deputy  shall  tioe 
to  ye  Generall  Court  apou  ye  Condi- 
tions aboue  said 

Voated 


THe  Howlett®  eiticL  Clarke, 

TWO  OLD  TOPSFIELD  FAMILIES. 
By  Marietta  Clark. 


It  goes  without  saying  that,  in  ex- 
amining the  records  of  the  past,  tbe 
farther  back  we  go,  the  more  misty 
and  meagre  do  they  become.  Just 
as  we  fancy  that  we  are  on  the  verge 
of  a  discovery,  some  important  docu- 
ment is  missing,  making  a  broken 
link  in  our  chain  of  evidence  to  be 
repaired  as  best  we  may. 

The  first  items  bearing  upon  the 
subject  in  hand,  the  settlement  of 
our  farm  and  its  immediate  vicinity, 
I  have  copied  from  the  Ipswich  rec- 
ords. 

4 'Mr.  Appletou,  Sargeant  Howlett, 
John  Perkins  and  Thomas  Scott 
were  appointed  to  assist  the  lott 
la3Ters  in  laying  out  Mr.  Dudleys, 
Mr.  Bradstreets  and  Mr.  Saltonstalls 
farmes  before  the  fourteenth  of  May, 
1637. " 

"1642,  Mr.  Bartholemew,  George 
Giddings,  Jo  Whipple,  Sargeant 
Howlett  have  full  power  to  lay  out 
the  land  to  Mr.  Rogers  which  he 
bought  of  Mr.  Tattle." 

That  this  land  was  laid  out  we 
infer  from  the  fact  that  Kusigne 
Howlett  was  credited  by  the  town  of 
Ipswich  for  "five  davs  about  Mr. 
Rogers,"  but  we  are  left  to  get  an 
idea  of  its  whereabouts  as  best  we 
can  from  the  following  grant  to  Mr. 
William  Payne: —  "Also  a  farme 
granted  unto  him  at  the  New  Mtd- 
dowes,  one  pt  of  it  lying  beyond  the 
farme  granted  to  John  Webster,  hav- 
ing n  swamp  on  the  North,    a    brook 


towards  the  northwest,  the  river 
towards  the  south,  pt.  of  the  med- 
dowes  lying  on  the  south  syde  the 
river.  The  other  pt.  of  the  said 
farme  lyeing  nearer  the  towne  by 
Mr.  Whitinghams  bounds  by  the 
land  of  Symon  Broadstreet  and  the 
land  of  Mr.  Whitingham  toward  the 
south  and  southwest,  by  the  land  of 
Mr.  Samuel  Symonds  towards  the 
northwest,  a  poynt  coming  to  the 
four  mile  brook,  having  the  land  of 
Mr.  Broadstreet  on  the  east  and  the 
land  of  Mr.  Roggers  toward  the 
northeast.  The  whole  farme  con- 
taining four  hundred  acres  more  or 
less.  To  have  and  to  bold  and  to 
enjoy  all  the  sayd  premises  unto  the 
sayd  William  Payne  and  to  his  heirs 
forever. 

Dated  the  20th  of  the  11th  1647." 

Another  record  gives  us  a  little 
more  light  on  the  location  of  this 
laud. 

'•Voted  that  Mr.  William  Payne 
shall  have  thirty  pounds  paid  him  for 
his  farme  lyeing  beyond  Gravelly 
brook,  at  or  before  this  time  twelve- 
month, or  else  the  said  William 
Payne  is  to  have  the  little  Neck. 
Also  the  barnes  and  his  two  acres  of 
ground  at  the  little  Necke  is  to  be 
prized  by  indiferent  men,  ami  paid 
to  him  besides  his  thirty  pounds,  one 
chosen  by  the  towne  and  one  by  Mr. 
Payne,  and  if  they  agree  then  they 
to  choose  a  third  man. 

At    the    general    meeting  the  ti 
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(12.)  1640." 

At  the  same  meeting. 

"Mr.  Nathaniel  Roggers  is  pos- 
sessed by  the  grant  of  the  towne  of 
a  farme  at  the  New  Meddowes  con- 
taining three  hundred  acres,  bound- 
ed by  Broadstreet  his  farme  on  the 
south,  Mr.  Saltonstalls  farme  east 
the  common  north  and  northeast, 
Mr.  William  Payne  northeast  to  en- 
joy all  the  several  grants  to  him  and 
his  heirs  forever." 

We  next  find  the  following  copied 
into  our  own  records  : 

"At  a  general  Towne  meeting 
(Ipswich)  Feb  ye  9th  ninth.  1651." 

"Granted  to  Ensigne  Thomas  How- 
lett  six  acres  of  Upland  to  be  joined 
to  the  farme  wliich  hee  bought  of 
Mr.  Roggers  wheare  the  said  En- 
sigue  have  built  his  house." 

"This  particular  (with  live  others) 
above  are  true  coppies  taken  out  of 
the  Towne  book  of  Ipswich  as  they 
are  there  recorded." 

"John  Brewer.  <  'larke  of  ye  towne 
of  Ipswich."      •/vprell  -J.S.   lG-St" 

**Thes  arc  True  coppies  of  these 
Copies  as  atesled  b  me.  .lolm  Gould, 
Recorder  for  Topstield  " 

"Witneis  to  the    Copeyes    as    they 
be  presented  to  Us  under  ye    Clarke 
of  Ipswich  hands  besides    or    Clarke 
hand." 
John  How  William  Smith,  jr. 

I  could  find  no  other  record  save 
that  given  in  this  ••copey"  of  the 
"farme"  which  Ensign  llowlett 
"bought  of  Mr.  Roggers  "  There 
was  no  deed ;  the  transaction  was 
not  mentioned  anywhere  else.  We 
are  left  to  learn  the  location  of  that 
land  in  a  somewhat  imperfect  way 
from  subsequent  papers,  lint  the 
six  acres  granted  by  the  town  we  are 


able  to  identify  almost  certainly  with 
the  land  extending  from  the  mill- 
pond  to  the  school  house,  bounded 
on  one  side  by  the  schoolhouse 
woods,  on  the  other  by  the  highway 
as  "wee  go  to  Ipswich,"  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  the  Perkins  and 
Averill  families.  The  house  itself 
was  located  in  the  field  behind  lire. 
Perkins'  house,  on  the  side  of  a 
steep  hill  rising  from  the  mill  pond 
where  a  heap  of  stones  still  narks 
the  site  of  the  cellar,  aud  a  solitary 
birch  stands  seutinel  over  it.  Mr. 
John  P,  Perkins,  who  has  readied 
the  age  of  seventy- five  years,  tells 
me  that  in  his  boyhood  this  cellar 
was  open,  and  was  afterwards  tilled 
with  stones  by  some  members  of  his 
family. 

Ensign  Howlett  and  his  family 
were  so  closely  identified  with  Tops- 
field  affairs  and  so  prominent  in  its 
history,  that  I  have  made  some  ef- 
fort to  learn  all  I  could  about 
them.  The  mime  is  not  now  found 
in  town,  but  many  i»f  his  descend- 
ants are  still  living  here  Among 
them  are  included  the  Cummings, 
Perkins,  Peabody,  Clarke,  Towne 
and  Peterson  families 

1  would  that  I  might  take  you 
into  a  picture  gallery,  and  present  to 
you  these  first  settlers  as  they  looked 
in  ye  olden  time,  that  we  might  learn 
something  of  their  elia meters,  their 
feelings,  their  sorrows  and  their 
joys.  "We  tread  the  paths  their 
feet  have  worn,"  wo  still  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  their  labors  ;  but  two  eeu- 
turies  of  time  is  not  to  be  easily 
bridged  over. 

It  is  said  to  be  the  fashion  now 
to  trace  ancestry  hack  to  England. 
I  have  not  attempted  to  do    this    for 
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the  Howlett  family,  but  by  what 
seemed  to  me  a  curious  coincidence 
I  chanced  to  be  reading  Carlisle's 
life  of  Cromwell  at  the  time  that  I 
was  most  interested  in  this  subject, 
and  I  found  in  it  the  following  para- 
graph : 

"Olivers  tutor  in  Cambridge,  of 
whom  legible  history  and  I.  know 
nothing,  was  Magister  Richard 
Howlet.  whom  readers  must  fancy  a 
grave  ancient  Puritan  and  Scholar, 
in  dark  antiquarian  clothes  and  dark 
antiquarian  ideas,  according  to  their 
faculty.  The  indubitable  fact  is 
that  he,  Richard  Howlet,  did  in 
Sidney  Sussex  College,  with  his  best 
ability,  endeavor  to  infiltrate  some- 
thing that  he  called  instruction  into 
the  soul  of  Oliver  Cromwell  and  of 
other  youths  submitted  to  him  :  but 
how,  of  what  quality,  with  what 
method,  with  what  result,  will  remain 
extremely  obscure  to  every  one  " 

The  relationship  of  Richard  How- 
let to  'our  Ensign  Thomas  is  also 
"extremely  obscure."  We  can  only 
imagine  that  there  mighl  have  been 
a  connection  between  them. 

The  first  record  of  Thomas  Howlet 
we  find  in  Ipswich. 

*k1633  March,  John  Winthrop  and 
twelve  others  commence  a  settlement 
here,  April  Jst.  The  Court  of  Assist- 
ants forbid*  any  to  reside  in  this 
place,  except  those  already  come. 
Then  follows  a  list  of  them.  viz. — 
Mr.  John  Winthrop  Jr.,  Mr.  William 
Clerk,  Robert  Coles,  Thomas  How- 
let, John  Biggs,  John  Gage,  Thomas 
Hardy  William  Perkins,  Mr.  John 
Thorndiki*  and  William  Serjeant. 
Three  we  wanting  to  make  up  the 
number.  June  11th  Thomas  Sellan 
has  permission  to  become  an   inhabi- 


tant." 

''1636.  Granted  to  Thomas 
Hewlett  a  house  lot  where  his  house 
now  stands  and  which  is  now  in  his 
possession." 

41 1641.  Thomas  Howlett  was  a 
commoner  in  Ipswich."  He  is 
called  in  the  early  records  "Sargent" 
Howlett.  This  title  was  probably 
gained  in  service  against  the  Indians. 

"Dec  4.  if»43.  It  is  agreed  that 
each  soldier  for  their  service  to  the 
Indians  shall  be  allowed  12  d.  a  day 
(allowing  for  the  Lords  day  in 
respect  of  the  extremity  of  the 
weather)  and  the  officers  dubble." 
Sargeant  Howlett  was  one  of  the 
officers  so  I  suppose  he  received 
-dubble.'' 

He  was  continually  employed  by 
the  town  to  run  lines,  lay  out  land-, 
etc  The  following  record  will  serve 
as  an  example  of  many  similar  ones. 

-Feb.  10.  1640.  Mr,  Hubbard. 
Mr.  William  Payne,  Mr.  Tutile, 
S.nrgeant  Howlett  ami  John  ('.  - 
are  chosen  by  the  town  and  full 
powers  given  to  then1,  on  the  behalf 
oi  Ipswich  to  run  the  lyne  and  make 
the  bounds  between  Salem  and 
Ipswich." 

"Sargeant"  Howlett  afterwards 
became  Ensign  "1645.  Youth 
from  ten  to  sixteen  years  are  to  be 
exercised  with  small  ^nns,  half  pikes, 
bow  and  arrows.  Thomas  Whiting- 
hara  is  confirmed  as  Lieutenant  and 
Thomas  Howlett  as  ensign  of  the 
company." 

Ensign  Howlett  was  an  elder  in 
the  church.  1648.  -'Tpou  com- 
plaint of  Major  general  Deniaon  the 
elders  Ensign  Howlett,  Geor^* 
Biddings  and  Thomas  Bishop 
appointed  to  settle  the  trouble  about 
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his  land." 

In  1648  he  was  selectman  of  Ips- 
wich. Ipswich,  Feb,  27,  1658. 
"The  seven  men  chosen  for  the  year 
were  Major  Denison,  Robert  Lord, 
James  Howe,  Ensign  Hewlett,  John 
Andrew  jun.,  John  Knolton,  Thomas 
Treadwell." 

I  found  in  Felt's  History  of  Ips- 
wich an  interesting  explanation  of 
this  term  "The  Seven  Men/'  When 
a  church  was  gathered  in  New 
Haven  in  1639,  the  Rev.  J.  Daven- 
port directed  the  brethren  "to  select 
eleven  of  their  most  godly  men  as  a 
nomination  for  church  pillars,  that 
there  might  be  no  blemish  in  church 
work."  These  were  to  choose  seven 
among  themselves,  because  it  is  read 
in  Proverbs  "Wisdom  hath  hewn 
out  her  seven  pillars."  I  think  the 
number  of  our  selectmen  will  have 
to  be  increased. 

**Here  we  very  probably  have  the 
reason  for  the  number  of  eleven  and 
seven  men  as  contained  not  merely 
on  the  records  of  Ipswich  but  on 
those  of  other  ancient  towns.  So 
closely  connected  were  the  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  concerns  of  our  an- 
cestors, so  fixed  were  they  in  having 
no  person  hold  any  social  trust, 
unless  a  professor  of  religion,  that 
they  would  not  hesitate  to  apply  the 
same  distinctive  names  to  their  chief 
men,  as  officers  of  the  community, 
which  they  bore  in  relation  to  the 
church.  There  can  be  little  doubt 
that  the  selecting  of  such  individuals 
originally  gave  rise  to  the  term 
select,  as  applied  to  the  superintend- 
ents of  town  affairs.  Not  a  few 
expressions  which  we  often  use 
without  tracing  them  to  their  source, 
were  once  associated  in  other    minds 


with  important  occasions.  At  first 
the  selectmen  were  elected  for  three 
months.  They  continued  to  be 
seven  till  1823,  when  they  were  five. 

The  next  year  and  afterwards  to 
1841  they  were  restored  to  the  old 
number." 

This,  you  will  remember,  was  ic 
Ipswich. 

"Thomas  Howlett  was  a  deputy 
to  a  General  Court  held  at  'Newe 
Towne'  May  6,  1G35.  He  represent- 
ed Ipswich." 

These  are  the  principal  records  of 
Thomas  Howlett  in  Ipswich.  In 
1651  or  thereabouts  we  find  him 
located  on  the  hillside  by  the  brook. 
After  that  time  whatever  abilities  he 
may  have  had,  seem  to  have  been 
given  to  the  service  of  the  infant  town 
of  Topstield. 

In  the  history  of  Essex  County, 
Ensign  Howlett  is  given  as  one  of 
the  selectmen  of  Topsfield  in  1659  ; 
but  I  was  unable  to  find  any  such 
record  previous  to  1661.  1  give  it 
entire. 

"At  a  lawful  towne  meeting  the 
14th  of  the  10th  month  1661  The 
inhabitants  of  ye  towne  hath  made 
choyce  of  Iusigne  Howlet,  Francis 
Peabodye  and  John  Reedington.  they 
are  chosen  for  se  net  men  for  the  year 
folowing  to  order  the  prudential 
afaires  of  the  towne  and  to  settle  the 
bounds  of  the  towne  between  Salem 
and  Topsfield  and  also  to  settle  the 
bounds  between  the  country  and  Ds. 
and  also  where  they  .shall  Me  any 
wrong  don  to  the  towne  by  any  the\ 
have  power  to  reetilie  it  by  snte  o\ 
otherwise.  Voted." 

Knsigne  Howlett  was  a    commons: 
in  Topsfield    in    1661.     He    iraa    I 
first    deputy    from    TopsfieH    to   tin 
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j     general  court  in    Boston,    session   of 
3d  Aug.,  1664. 

uAt  a  lawful  Towne  meeting  ye 
9th  of  July  1667  The  Inhabitance  of 
ye  Towne  hath  left  to  ye  discretion 
of  the  Selectmen  or  major  part  of 
them  to  lay  out  a  hie  way  from  ye 
common  ground  which  lye  on  the 
south  side  of  mile  brook  over  against 
Goodman  Dorman  and  sargt.  Pea- 
body  e  to  Ensign  Howletts  brooke- 
notwithstanding  any  former  Towne 
order  whatsoever." 

This  is  the  first  record  which  1 
have  found  of  Howletts  brooke  called 
by  that  name. 

March  2,  1668-9.  "It  is  also  order- 
ed and  agreed  upon  With  Ensign 
Thomas  Howlett  that  they  will  make 

j      and  maintain  a  bridge  over  ye  brooke 

I  by  Ensignes  house  in  ye  way  as  wee 
go  to  Ipswich  ye  one  half  to  be  done 
by  the  towne  and   the   other  half   by 

!      ye  said  Ensigne." 

k'18d  Ira  1671-2.  The  towne  doth 
grant  to  Deacon  Howlett,  Lieut.  Pea- 

I  bodye,  Isaeke  Esty,  Joseph  Towne, 
Corporal  Edmund  Towne  and  Thom- 
as linker  all  the  swamp  meadow  that 
lyeth  upon  the  river  called  Ipswich 
river  extending  from  the  lower  part 
of  the  Governor's  meadow  down  to 
the  bridge  that  goeth  over  the  mead- 
ow below  old  goodman  Townes  for 
and  in  consideration  of  fifty  pounds 
ye  towne  hath  received  of  the  above 
named  parties  the  meadow  herein 
mentioued  lyeth  on  the  south  side  of 
Ipswich  river." 

I  presume  this  is  the  same  swamp 
referred  to  iu  Felt's  history,  now 
known  as  Wen  ham  swamp.  "River 
Ipswieh.  Speaking  of  this,  Johnson 
says,  1646:  "A  fairo  and  delightful 
river,     whose      first    rise   or   spring 


begins  about  twenty-Gve  miles  farther 
up  the  country,  issuing  forth  a  pleas- 
ant pond.  But  soon  after,  it  betakes 
its  course  through  a  most  hideous 
swamp  of  large  extent,  even  for 
main7  miles,  being  a  great  harbour 
for  bears.  After  its  coming  forth 
from  this  place,  it  groweth  larger  by 
the  income  of  many  smaller  rivers, 
and  issues  forth  into  the  sea,  due 
east  against  the  Island  of  Shoies,  a 
great  place  of  fishing  for  our  English 
nation." 

You  see  by  this  record  that  Ensign 
Howlett  was  also  a  deacon.  That 
he  was  suitable  for  this  office  we 
gather  from  the  following:  ,41C44 
Sargent  Howlett  fined  for  felling  4 
trees  for  rale  and  planks  (which  he 
made  known  himself.)"  Good,  honest 
soul  !  He  should  indeed  be  a  deacon 
beyond  a  peradventure. 

Ensign  Thomas  Ilowlett  married 
for  first  wife  Alice  French  of  Boston. 
His  children  were  :  Samuel,  William, 
horn  1650,  Thomas,  John,  Nathaniel, 
Sarah  and  Mary.  Thomas.  John 
and  Nathaniel  died  before  their 
father,  Sarah  married  John  Cum- 
mings,  Mary  married  a  Perley.  His 
wife  Alice  died  in  1J66,  and  he  mar- 
ried a  second  wife  Rebecca  who  sur- 
vived  him.  He  died  himself  the  22d 
of  Dec.,  1677,  aged  7'J  years.  Of  the 
two  sons  Samuel  and  William  who 
were  left  to  represent  the  family  in 
Topsiield,  not  much  is  said  of  Wil- 
liam in  the  records.  To  him  waa 
left  the  house  by  the  brook,  and  the 
last  paragraph  of  his  father' a  will 
reads  as  follows  :  kt Lastly,  I  ordaiu 
my  son  William  Ilowlett  my  sole 
executor  o(  this  my  last  will  and 
tament,  to  whom  1  give,  niv 
heina  paid,  all  the  rest   of  my  estate. 
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housing,  lands,  goods — aud  profits  of  walk  and  conversation  that  he  is 
all  sorts— unto  him  and  his  heirs  known  in  the  family  as  Old  Hundred, 
forever."  began  to     show    symptoms   of  sup- 

But  it  was  upon  Samuel  that  his  pressed  excitement.  Whether  he 
father's  mantle  fell.  Like  him  he  thought  he  perceived  the  ghosts  of 
went  through  all  the  offices,  from  the  departed  Howletts  peering  at 
Sergeant  upwards.  He  was  a  black-  him  from  behind  the  bushes  1  cannot 
smith  and  i4At  a  lawful  Towne  meet-  tell,  but  he  certainly  looked  around 
ing  ye  15  January  1668  The  Inhabi-  in  a  nervous  and  suspicious  manner 
tants  of  ye  Towne  hath  given  Samuel  and  manifested  a  most  unwonted 
Hewlett  an  invitation  to  come  to  the  desire  to  go.  When  be  came  out  on 
town  and  setup  his  trade  of  smithing  the  travelled  road  be  showed  symp- 
to  do  ye  Townes  worke."  toms  of  unseemly  hilarity,  and   after 

"Upon  consideration  yt  Samuel  indulging  himself  in  various  antics  a 
Howlett  promiseth  to  ye  towne  to  pair  of  heels  came  flying  up  into  the 
Come  and  set  up  his  trade  in  ye  air.  Undoubtedly  tbis  was  a  great 
towne  and  doe  there  worke,  they  have  relief  to  his  mind  but  it  bad  upon  me 
given  him  four  acres  of  land  upon  a  contrary  effect.  I  alighted  from 
the  Common  Hill  next  to  William  my  carriage,  and  we  walked  home 
Smith  and  John  ffrainch  land."  together  very  peaceably. 

We  may  naturally  suppose  that  The  second  time  I  was  more  suc- 
this  "Common  Hill"  was  the  place  cessful.  Leaving  my  quadruped  in 
where  his  house  was  located,  as  we  another's  care  I  climbed  the  "Com- 
kuov?  that  he  lived  on  a  hill,  on  what  raoti  Hill"  and  bad  no  difficulty  in 
is  called  Howlett  St.,  just  behind  the  finding  Samuel  Howlett's  cellar  and 
Methodist-meeting  house.  Right  well.  It  was  just  after  a  heavy  rain 
here  let  me  say  that  I  shall  never  and  they  were  both  partially  rilled 
again  say  church  without  an  inward  with  water.  A  tree  had  sprang  up 
protest.  \\\  England  they  erected  from  the  side  of  the  well,  a  maple 
churches,  but  our  fathers  built  meet-  tree  I  judged,  though  the  leaves  had 
ing-houses.  fallen  and  the  little    new    buds    were 

I  went  to  explore  Howlett  St.  aud  starting  out  ready  for  another  spring, 
find  the  site  of  Samuel  Howlett's  I  was  struck  with  the  beauty  of 
home  one  day  in  the  early  fall.  It  the  situation.  Wert'  it  not  that  the 
was  one  of  those  beautiful  days  when  whole  hill  seems  surcharged  with 
there  was  a  haze  on  the  hills  and  it  water,  I  should  prophesy  that  Samuel 
was  joy  enough  simply  to  be  alive.  Howlett's  taste  will  some  time  he 
I  had  not  been  on  the  old  road  for  a  vindicated  and  the  "Common  Hill" 
long  time,  and  was  entirely  unpre-  once  more  be  built  upon.  I  looked 
pared  for  its  rough  condition.  After  about  me  and  tried  to  fancy  how  it 
1  had  seen  several  rocks  as  large  as  appeared  in  ye  olden  times.  There 
tea-kettles  lying  in  the  path  I  began  were  no  meeting-houses  then  in  view 
to  be  somewhat  alarmed.  My  horse,  and  probably  not  many  houses.  It  is 
who  is  so  remarkable  for  the  dignity  reasonable  to  suppose  the  eve  would 
of  his  demeanor,  the  solemnity  of  bis  rest  on  mostlv    unbroken    forest    and 


no  trace  of  that  remains  and  it  is  not  passed     the     vote    to  have    both    of 
known  to  whom  it  belonged.  them." 

i>ut  it  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  Good  old  deacon  Samuel !  He 
Samuel  Howlett  lived  here  and  plied  must  have  been  a  most  imposing 
his  trade  and  filled  all  the  offices  from  figure  among  the  early  settlers.  One 
constable  to  representative.  Me  was  wonders  how  he  looked  and  what  he 
selectman  and  that  continually.  I  said  and  how  he  compared  with  our 
find  that  he  served  the  town  iu  that  present  deacons.  We  fail  to  see  how 
capacity  sixteen  years,  four  times  he  he  could  have  beeu  any  better.  We 
is  called  plain  Samuel,  six  times  Ser-  heartily  hope  he  was  no  worse. 
J  geant,  once  Ensign,  and  five  Deacon.  Samuel  Howlett  married  Jan.  3, 
I  find  in  Mr.  Capen's  record,  as  1670-1,  Sarah  Clarke,  the  daughter 
copied  by  Mr.  John  Gould,  a  state-  of  my  greatest-grandfather  on  these 
ment  that  he  was  chosen  to  the  office  shores.  His  children  were  John, 
of  deacon  in  1701.  Let  me  give  Mr.  Mary,  Sarah.  Joannah,  Martha.  Mi- 
Capen's  first  record  that  we  may  for  a  sannah,  Miriam  and  Samuel.  From 
moment  be  transported  back  to  the  his  will  dated  Apr.  4,  1  7*J0  1  take  the 
ye  olden  time.  "Sept.  &,  1684  at  a  following  :  '*Deacou  Samuel  H>w- 
Church  meeting  called  with  refereuce  Lett's  will.  Blacksmith. " 
to  [  ]  for  his    excessive  drinking,       "J  give  to  my  son  John  all  the  tip- 
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perhaps  the  howl  of  a  wolf  might  the  Church  was  willing  to  baptize  his 
salute  the  listening  ear.  In  1686  I  children.  I  J  did  then  confess  he 
find  the  following  record  :  had    been     several   times    overtaken 

"And  the   Towne  have    agred   to  with   the    fault,    was    sorry    for   the 

I   alow  any  as  shall   kill  wolves  in   oar  same,  the  Church    voted  their   satis- 

;    Towne  that  is  to  the  Towne  men  ten  faction  willing  to  baptize    his  child- 

•  shillings  apece  for  every  wolfe  so  ren.  There  were  present  James  How 
killed."  sen.,    Francis     Peabody,     Nehemiah 

1  But  I  did  not  see  nor  hear  any  Abbott,  Tho.  Dorman,  Ephraim  Dor- 
wolves.     I  climbed  the  hill  and  walk-  man,  Samuel   Perley,   Samuel    How- 

'"  ed  along  where  tradition  locates  the  lett,  William  Howlett,  Isaac  Estie 
old  blacksmith's  shop.     It  is   said  to  sen.,  and  Sargent   John  Reddington, 

I    have  been  placed   on  the  right   hand  who   were   all     satisfied.       Witness, 

|    side  of  the  road  as   you  go  from   the  Tho.  Dorman." 

village,  some  little  distance  from  the  You  notice  that  the  name  of  the 
top  of  the  hill,   after  the    willows  are  culprit  was  mercifully  withheld,    with 

;    passed,  before  coming  to  the  elms.     I  uncommon   consideration    it   seemed 

[  am  told  that  blacksmith's  coal  was  to  me.  Probably  they  had  a  kind  of 
ploughed  up  at  this    place.     Another  fellow  feeling  for  him. 

I  shop  has  also  been  located  in  the  Sept.  20,  1701.  k\Sejcant  Thomas 
same  way  at  the  foot  oft  Joseph  An-  Dorman  and  Ensign  Samuel  Howlett 
drews'  hill,  opposite  the  road  which  were  chosen  to  be  deacons  although 
branches  off.  Tradition  gives  us  the  church  voted  to  have  but  one 
another  house  on  the  left  hand  side  deacon  chosen  ;  but  the  number  of 
of  the  road  at  the  top  of  the  -lull  but  votes  for  each  being  equal  the  church 
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land  and  meadow  aud  housing  of  that  old  way  to  William  Howletts  brook  ; 
land  he  lives  upon  and  all  that  upland  trees  being  marked  in  certain  places 
and  meadow  which  lieth  on  the  south  the  most  of  the  way  this  was  .taken 
of  Isaac  Cumniings  land  joining  to  from  their  own  mouths  dated  21 
Mr.  Bradstreets  ford  ;  excepting  five  march  1692-3. 
acres  of  that  which  I  do  give  to  my  Ephraim  Dorman  now  Clark, 
son  Samuel  as  a  part  of  his  portion.  William  Howlett  married  Mary 
Further  I  give  to  my  sou  John  five  Perkins  27th  Oct.,  1671.  He  had  but 
acres  of  meadow  out  of  the  Hasakie  one  child,, Thomas,  to  whom  he  gives 
meadow."  a  deed,  dated   July  30,    1709,  of   his 

i;l  give  to.  niy  son  Samuel  all  my  farm  lying  on  both  sides  of  the  brook 
homestead,  bousing  and  land  and  all  being  then  the  boundary  between 
of  my  Hasakie  meadow  which  his  Ipswich  and  Topstield.  ''Convey, 
brother  John  has  a  part  of,  and  also  confirm  unto  him  my  said  son  Thom- 
my  3hop  and  tools,  only  I  would  have  as  Howlett  all  that  my  farm>.  messu- 
him  be  so  kind  to  his  brother  as  to  age  or  tenement  which  I  myself  and 
let  him  use  them  sometimes."  my  said  son  dwells."     This    Thomas 

"I  do  order  that  all  my  bibles  and  Howlett  married  Rebecca  Cnmmiusis, 
sermon,  books  to  be  equally  divided  a  daughter  of  the  second  Isaac,  iu 
among  my  sons  and  daughters,  Mary  1695.  Haviug.no  children  of  his 
Wyld,  Sarah  Averill,  Martha  Dor-  own,  he  adopted  Joseph  Cummings. 
man,  Susannah  Sherwin,  Miriam  his  wife's  nephew,  who  became  quite 
Standley."  a  figure    iu    Topstield    history.       As 

We  will  now  return  from  Samuel  William  Howlett  outlived  his  son. 
Howlett  to  his  brother  William  ^.by  who  died  in  1 713,  he  again  efts]  sea 
the  following jhighwaj  :  "\Sargt.  Join;  of  his  Ipswich  and  Topstield  farm  bv 
Hovey  and  Daniel  Kedingtou  being  a  deed  dated  May  21,  1715.  and 
apolnted  to  lay  out  a  highway  from  given  to  his  nephew  John  Howlett 
Sargt.  Samuel  Howletts  by  John  the  son  of  his  brother  Samuel :  "For 
Wilds  his  house,  to  William  Howletts  and  in  consideration  of  a  deed  of  sale 
brook  accordingly  theydiave  done'it,  of  this  date  made  by  John  Howlett 
beginning  at  the  county  road  and  of  said  Ipswich  at  my  request  aud 
along  on  the  south  side  of  Samuel  desire  of  his  fann  in  thick  woods  to 
Howletts  land  and  between  Mr.  (Ja-  Joseph  Cummings  of  said  Ipswich. 
pens  land  and  the  said  Howletts  land  as  per  deed  may  appear  and  also  for 
and  so  on  the  south  side  of  Muddy  the  sum  of  sixty  pounds  paid  and  ^e- 
Spriug,  so  along  the  old  cart  way  to  cured  to  be  paid  b\  my  order  to  my 
John  Wilds  his  land  and  so  between  daughter-in-law  Rebecca  Howlett. 
Capt.  French  his  house  and  barn,  so  aud  for  that  said  John  Howlett  hath 
along  the  old  wa\  to  the  north  cor-  promised  and  engaged  to  fulfil  these 
ner  of  Daniel  Redingtonsjbounds  by  following  articles:  to  pay  annually 
John  Wilds  his  gate  and  so  as  the  during  (he  natural  lives  of  me  and 
way  now  lyoth  by  the  said  Wilds  his  my  now  wife  twenty-live  bushels  of 
house  and  so  along  the  old  way  to  good  and  marketable  Indian  eorn, 
mile  brook  bounds  and  slill  along  the  six  bushels  of  good  merehantble    bar- 
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ley,  malt,  four  bushels  of  rye,  two 
bushels  of  wheat,  one  hundred 
pounds  of  good  pork,  four  barrels  of 
cider,  six  bushels  of  apples  and  fire- 
wood and  fifty  of  pork  sufficient  for 
them  at  the  door,  the  keeping  of  two 
cows  winter  and  summer,  and  ten 
pounds  of  flax,  tan,  aud  eighteen 
pounds  money,  the  running  of  two 
pigs  at  door  and  in  the  orchard  ;  all 
this  duty  to  be  performed  yearly  by 
said  John  Howlett. 

Convey,  and  confirm  unto  said 
John  Howlett  his  heirs  and  assigns 
forever  all  my  farm,  messuage  or 
tenement  which  I  now  dwell  upon 
and  that  tenement  which  my  sou 
Thomas'  widow  dwells  upon  which 
farm  and  tenements  are  situated 
partly  in  Ipswich  and  partly  in  the 
township  of  Topsfield,  containing  by 
estimation  one  hundred  acres  be  it 
more  or  be  it  less,  lying  partly  on 
the  north  side  of  Ipswich  river  and 
partly  on  Topsfield  line  bounded  as 
followeth  :  on  the  northeast  by  Ips 
wich  town  common  on  the  east  upon 
Ipswich  river,  west  on  land  of  Na- 
thaniel Averill,  Samuel  Howlett  and 
Ebenezer  Averill,  northwest  on  land 
of  Lieut  Tobijah  Perkins,  also  all 
my  woodland  lying  upon  the  south 
side  of  Ipswich  river." 

This  deed  mentions  John  llowlett's 
farm  which  he  exchanged  for  this 
farm  in  ".thick  woods."  This  term 
will  be  found  in  many  of  the  old 
deeds.  My  grandfather  always  used 
it.  He  would  say  "The  sun  is  rising- 
over  thick  woods"  or  "The  fog  is 
coming  up  over  thick  woods."  I 
found  a  deed  of  this  farm  "One 
piece  whereon  stands  the  dwelling 
house  and  barn  about  sixty  acres. 
Beginning    at  a    stake    and    heap  of 


stones  by  John  Lampsons  land  at  a 
place  called  the  pond"  thence  up  the 
hill  and  extending  to  the  river  on  the 
other  side.  As  I  have  not  succeeded 
in  finding  any  old  cellar  there,  and 
as  Joseph  Cummings  is  known  to 
have  lived  on  the  hill,  it  seems  reas- 
onable to  suppose  that  John  Hew- 
lett's house  and  barn  were  located  at 
or  near  the  place  where  Augustus 
Smith's  buildings  now  stand. 

In  this  deed  I  also  find  mention  of 
the  first  tenement  on  our  side  of  the 
brook,  that  is  the  "tenement  which 
my  son  Thomas'  widow  dwells  upon." 
1  have  no  means  of  knowing  how 
long  this  tenement  had  been  there.  I 
infer  that  it  was  situated  there  from 
subsequent  records. 

Of  the  second  Samuel  Howlett, 
son  of  the  first  Samuel,  I  find  but 
scant  mention.  He  married  Martha 
Chapman  of  Box  ford  3d  April,  17*22, 
and  his  children  were  Samuel,  Mar- 
tha, William,  Dan,  .Mary  and  Davis. 
But  it  is  John  who  is  now  settled  by 
the  brookside  who  keeps  up  the  rep- 
utation of  the  family.  He  is  sergeant, 
captain,  selectman  for  ten  years, 
representative  and  deacon.  In 
1718-1'J  1  find  the  following  record  : 
"John  Hovey,  John  Howlett  ami 
Jacob  Pcabody  are  chosen  m  behalf 
of  ye  towne  of  Topsfield  to  go  to  the 
towne  of  Ipswich  to  demand  a  high- 
way to  be  laid  out  from  Ipswich  town 
by  William  Goodhues  to  Gravelly 
brook,  and  from  thence  by  the 
which  was  formerly  William  Hew- 
lett's to  Topsfield  line,  aud  in  case 
Ipswich  town  neglects  or  refuses  to 
lay  out  said  way  then  the  aforesaid 
John  Hovey,  John  Howlett  and  Jacob 
lVabody  are  empowered  to  make  ap- 
plication to  any  court  of  quarts  -    - 
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sions   to  be   held  in  the   county  of  John  Howlett  had  given   to  his  son 
Essex."  John  Howlett,  a  deed  of  our  present  i 

I  must  not  omit   to   mention    that   farm,  the  first  deed  ever  given  of  the   j 
Capt.  John  Hewlett  was  a  member  of   homestead    by    itself.     "Deed    from   j 
the  first  school  committee   in    Tops-  John  Howlett  to  John  Howlett   jun-   \ 
field   in  1731-2.     In    1723    ''Deacon   ior:"    "To    all   Christian    people  to 
John    Howlett    and    Mr.    Nathaniel   whome  these  presents   shall    come  I 
Porter  are  chosen  agents  for  the  town  John    Hewlett    do    send     greeting. 
to  appear  at  the  next  Inferior    Court   Know  ye   that   1    John    Howlett   of 
to  be  holden  tit  .Salem    to    answer  to  TopsSeld  in  the  county    of    Essex  in 
ye  townes  presentment  for  not  being   the  province    of    the    Massachusetts 
provided    with    a    grammar    school-    bay  in  New    England    yoernan  :    For 
master. "  and  in  consideration  of  that  paternal 

John  Howlett   married    Batbsheba   love  which  I  bear  to    my   son    Johu 
Hoyt  26th  Dec,  1GU9.     His  children    Howlett  have  given   and  granted  and 
were    John,      Mary,     William    and   by  these  presents  do   freely,    clearly 
Thomas.         Mary      married      Jacob   and  absolutely  give   and    grant    unto 
Clarke,  a  brother  of  my   great-great-   my  said  John  Howlett  his  heirs,    ex- 
grandfather,  Israel    Clarke.     By   his    editors  or   administrators    one    Mes- 
will  dated  Aug.  21st,  173o    lie    gives   suage  or  tract  of  land  together    with 
to  his  ,lson  Wiliiam  a  small  piece  of   the  buildings  thereupon  situated  lying   , 
land  v/here  my   dwelling    house    now   and  beiug  in  Ipswich    in    the    couuty   ! 
stands.     And  also  I  give  to    my  son    and  province  aforesaid  containing  by 
William    the    old    part    of    my    now    estimation    twenty-four    acivs    be    it 
dwelling  house  immediately  after  my    more  or  less  butted  and    bounded  as   ■ 
wife's  death  or  marriage  and  further   follow  eth.     On  the  north  on  Hie  land 
my  will  is  that    if    my    son    William    of  Tobijah  Perkins,  on  the   west  and 
shall  be  disposed  to  sell  the  house  lot   northwest  upon  the  brook  ?s  it    runs 
herein  given  to  him  that  he  shall  give    to  an  ash  tree  murked  standing  below 
his  brothers  to    wit  John  &  Thomas   Ipswich  road,  from  thence   southeast 
the  refusal   thereof    before    he   shall    upon  a  straight  line  to  a  swamp   oak   . 
sell  the  same  to  any    other    person."    tree  standing  on  the  bank  of  Ipswich 

William  Howlett  sold  out  to  his  river,  from  (hence  east  as  the  river 
brother  Thomas  in  1738  and  disap-  runs,  northeast  upon  Ipswich  river 
peared  entirely  from  the  scene;  and  and  Fames  hill  lots  which  premises  1 
I  always  imagined  that  Thomas  did  give  unto  him  my  said  John  Howlett 
"pull  down  and  carry  away  the  new-  as  three  hundred  pounds  of  his  por- 
est  end  of  my  now  dwelling  house"  tion  out  of  my  estate  to  have  and  to 
and  left  the  bid  part  to  decay,  as  it  hold  all  the  said  premises  to  him  my 
appears  from  a  subsequent  deed  that  said  John  Howlett  bis  heirs  executors 
there  was  no  house  in  the  old  situa-  and  administrators  from  henceforth 
tion  and  Thomas  Howlett  was  living  as  his  ami  their  own  proper  right  and 
at  or  near  the  place  where  the  old  estate  peaceably  to  enjoy  lienci  forth 
Robinson  house  now  stands.  by  virtue  of  these  presents.     In  wit- 

Hefore  the  making  of  his  will  Cant,    ness  whereof  1  have  hereunto  set  my 
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hand  and  seal  the  twentieth  day  of 
March  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  twenty  seven  in  the  thirteenth 
year  of  his  majesty  king  Geoges 
reign." 

John  Howlett. 

This  deed  refers  to  uPaine's  hill 
lots."  I  have  noticed  that  most  of 
the  early  settlers  in  our  part  of  the 
town  had  lots  in  Paine's  hill  pasture, 
it  seems  that  it  must  have  been  at 
that  time  an  extensive  tract  of  land. 
The  name  Paiucs'  hill  is  still  given 
to  the  highest  point  in  our  land,  and 
the  pasture  which  contains  it,  now 
having  but  two  owners,  contains 
something  like  fifty  or  sixty  acres. 
It  would  be  quite  interesting  to  know 
how  far  it  formerly  extended  and  how 
many  owned  lots  in  it.  Felt's  His- 
tory of  Ipswich  states  that  the  name 
Paine's  Hill  was  given  as  early  as 
1G89,  but  as  William  Paine's  grant 
was  in  1646  and  he  parted  with  the 
"farmed  north  of  Gravelly  brook  in 
1647,  it  seems  as  if  the  name  was 
probably  applied  much  earlier. 

John  Howlett,  Jr.,  married  Hannah 
Averill  July  IS,  172&.  He  died  in 
1746,  leaving  by  will  his  property  to 
his  widow.  I  was  very  much  inter- 
ested in  the  fact  that  John  Howlett 
mentions  in  his  will  umy  niece  Doro- 
thy Clarke  now  living  with  uie,  the 
daughter  of  my  sister  Mary  Clarke," 
She  was  in  all  probability  the  first 
Clarke  who  lived  upon  our  place. 
This  will  some  of  his  family  attempt- 
ed to  break  on  account  of  his  "being 
in  a  confered  poster  on  his  brain."  I 
am  not  very  familiar  with  medical 
terms  but  that  was  all  1  could  make 
of  it,  and  though  I  know  people  have 
all  sorts  of  things  on  their  brains  1 
never  before  heard  of  any  one  having 


a  '•  conferee!  poster."  Whatever  it 
was,  they  claimed  that  poor  John 
Howlett  had  it,  and  his  friends, 
neighbors  and  relatives,  were  forth- 
with summoned  to  court  to  tell  all 
they  knew  about  him.  His  brother 
Samuel's  wife,  Martha  Howlett,  testi- 
fied that  "John  Howletts  wife  told 
her  that  the  said  Howlett  was  become 
so  disordered  in  his  mind  that  he 
could  not  in  a  regular  manner  carry 
on  his  family  prayer ;  for  if  he  made 
an  attempt  to  pray  he  would  run  into 
such  nonsense  that  his  prayer  would 
turn  into  confusion,  wherefor  the 
Howletts  wife  had  desired  him  to 
leave  off  praying  in  his  family  and 
accordingly  he  did."  Poor  John 
Howlett!  People  in  higher  places 
than  you  sometimes  "run  into  non- 
sense" in  their  prayers,  but  I  never 
heard  that  it  was  considered  a  sign 
of  insanity. 

Iu  examining  these  papers  after  a 
lapse  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  years, 
it  did  not  appear  to  rtie  that  John 
Howlett  was  of  unsound  mind.  Hut 
I  did  gather  the  belief  that  if  the 
secrets  of  his  life  could  be  made 
known,  a  tragedy  would  lie  revealed. 

However,  nothing  was  proved 
against  him,  and  his  wife  had  the 
farm  and  immediately  sold  it  to  her 
husband's  brother,  Thomas  Howlett, 
who  sold  it  the  same  year  to  Andrew 
Burley.  This  brother  himself  died  a 
few  months  later.  I  infer  that  his 
wife,  Lydia  Porter,  and  his  children, 
Alice,  John,  Thomas,  Ammiruhami, 
Lydia  and  Allis,  some  or  all  of 
them,  may  have  lived  on  his  farm 
some  years,  as  the  estate  was  not 
divided  until  1763.  I  found  tlii^ 
Thomas  Howlett 's  grave  in  the  oi< im- 
part of  the  cemetery,  lying  somewhat 
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away  from  the  other  graves,  the 
stone  bearing  this  inscription  "Here 
lie's  the  body  or"  Mr.  Thomas  Hew- 
lett, who  died  Sept.  14-,  1746." 

Of  the  second  Samuel  Howlett's 
family  I  find  record  of  the  marriage 
of  the  eldest  son  Samuel  to  Mary 
Redington,  22d  Nov.,  1744,  and  the 
births  of  two  children,  Samuel,  born 
29th  Aug.,  1745,  and  Elizabeth,  20th 
August,  1748.  Then  this  entry  is  in 
the  church  records  "Nov.  4,  1749. 
Voted  each  member  pay  4  shillings 
old  tenor  and  Samuel  Howlett  jun. 
Martha  and  Mary  Hewlett — dis- 
missed— to  church    ia    Woodstock." 

William,  son  of  Samuel  Howlett, 
born  10th  Dec,  1726,  died  27th  Dec, 

1745  at  Cape  Breton 

Davis  Howlett,  born  i:>Oct.,  1737 
was  a  cordwainer  in  Topsfield  1794. 
The  name  then  disappeared  entirely 
from  town.  Over  a  hundred  years 
they  lived  and  labored  in  Topsfield 
and  now  what  is  left?  A  few  scanty 
records,  two  deserted  homesteads 
marked  now  only  by  the  cellars,  and 
a  solitary  grave.  ''As  for  man,  his 
days  are  as  grass  ;  as  a  flower  o£  the 
field  so  he  flourisheth  ;  for  the  wind 
passeth  over  it  and  it  is  gone,  and 
the  place  thereof  shall  know  it  no 
more." 

If  we  have  hope  only  in  this  life 
we  are  indeed  "most  miserable." 

But  time  waits  for  no  man.  One 
goes  and  another  comes  to  fill  his 
place. 

Thomas  Howlett  gave  a  deed  of 
his  brother,    John  Howlett's   farm  in 

1746  to  Andrew  Hurley.  Of  him  1 
have  little  knowledge,  excepting  that 
his  wife  was  the  widow  Hannah 
Bumhani,  and  during  the  nine  years 
that  he  lived  here  a  daughter  Hannah 


and  four  boys,  John,  William, 
James,  and  James,  came  upon 
the  stage  of  life  to  taste  the  joys  and 
sorrows  of  existence.  Then  he  sold 
out  to  Israel  Clarke,  jun.,  in  1755. 

Of  the  seven  generations  in  my 
line  of  Topsfield  Clarkes,  five  have 
lived  upon  our  present  farm. 

The  first  Daniel  Clarke  was  a  very 
early  settler  in  Topslield.  I  fiud  his 
name  first  mentioned  in  Ipswich  in 
1636.  Feb.  27th,  1648  is  the  date 
of  the  following,  recorded  in  the 
same  town,  "Whereas  Daniel  Clarke 
had  a  house  lot  as  did  appear  by  the 
testimony  at  this  meeting  granted  to 
him,  as  also  six  acres  of  meaddow  at 
the  New  Meaddowes  as  appears  by  a 
record  ;  there  was  granted  unto  the 
said  Daniell  fifteen  acres  of  upland 
near  to  Mr.  Saltonstalls  farme  in  full 
satisfaction  of  the  two  former  grants 
above  exprcst."  But  he  did  not 
obtain  possession  of  this  land  either, 
and 
Oct 


so    received    another   grant 


1650. 


Goodman     Daniel! 


Clarke  having  had  a  former  grant  of 
fifteen  acres  in  satisfaction  of  a 
former  grant  of  a  house  lot  and  *ix 
acres  of  meddow,  which  is  not  laid 
out  to  him  it  is  now  voted  that  Sar- 
geaut  Clarke  with  the  lot  layers  shall 
make  him  satisfaction  out  of  the 
common  land  beyond  Mr.  \Vinthrop'> 
farm,  near  to  the  New  Meddowes." 
Whether  he  succeeded  iu  getting  this 
land  laid  out  to  him,  or  went  on  re- 
ceiving satisfaction  for  former  grants 
to  the  end  of  his  days,  I  am  unable 
to  determine.  I  cannot  locate  his 
home  although  I  have  frequently 
found  his  name  in  old  deeds  and  rec- 
ords. That  he  owned  land  some- 
where in  our  present  vicinity,  at  one 
i iine,  seems  probable    from    the  fact 
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that  one  of  the  six  "particulars," 
copied  into  the  Topsfield  records 
from  Ipswich,  states  the  following  : 
"Granted  and  sold  unto  Ensign  How- 
lett  a  little  stripe  of  land  lyiug  be- 
tween him  and  Daniell  Clarke."  I 
have  evidence  also  from  other  sourc- 
es that  about  this  time  he  held  real 
estate  in  what  is  now  Springville.  I 
find  his  name  given  as  a  commoner 
in  1661  and  1664,  nevertheless  "Dan- 
iell Clarke  Coming  into  ye  Towne 
meeting  the  6th  of  March  1682-3  and 
saing  that  he  had  noe  wright  in  ye 
Coming." 

"The  Towne  has  Voated  Goodman 
Clarke  a  Comminer.  Voated." 

The  2«th  April  1669  -The  court 
grants  license  unto  Daniel  Clarke  at 
Topsfield  to  keep  an  ordinary  for 
selling  beer  and  victuals  for  a  year  " 
This  license  was  renewed  May  1674, 
March  1675,  Sept.  1680  and  Sept. 
1681.  While  keeping  this  "ordina- 
ry/' he  was  fined  "ten  shillings  and 
costs  for  selling  a  gill  of  liquor  to 
the  Indians."  %4Lo,  the  poor  In- 
dian!" One  wonders  how  many  of 
them  it  took  to  drink  that  gill  and 
what  effect  it  had  upon  them. 

I  learn  from  an  old  court  record 
that  Daniel  Clarke  married  Mary 
Newbury,  daughter  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Newbury.  Their  children  were 
Mary,  Elizabeth,  Dority,  Sarah, 
Martha,  Daniell  born  26  Oct.  1657, 
died  17  Jan.  1560,  Judith,  John, 
Daniell,  Samuel  and  Humphrey. 
Elizabeth  married  William  Perkins 
in  1669,  a  son  I  think  of  Mr.  William 
Perkins,  the  minister.  Sarah  mar- 
ried Samuel  Howlett  Jan.  3,  1670. 
In  Daniel  Clarke's  will  dated  Jan.  10, 
1688,  probated  March  25,  1690,  he 
gives  his  son  Samuel,  who  is  in  Eng- 


land, ten  shillings,  and  his  property 
is  equally  divided  between  his  three 
sons,  John,  Humphrey   and   Daniel. 

4 'Item.  I  give  to  my  son  John 
Clarke  my  mare  that  is  in  the  woods 
or  wheresoever  she  be,  and  if  she  be 
found  her  first  colt  that  she  bring  I 
give  to  my  grandchild  John  Howlett." 
Rather  an  uncertain  legacy. 

I  stated  that  Daniel  Clarke  had  a 
son  Daniei  who  died  in  1660.  The 
name  Daniel  was  again  bestowed  on 
another  child  who  was  born  1665.  I 
have  found  many  instances  of  this 
among  the  old  families.  If  a  child 
died,  the  same  name  was  soon  after 
given  to  another.  It  seems  to  me 
like  a  denial  of  immortality,  like 
saying,  "You  are  dead,  gone  from 
us  forever,  utterly  destroyed,  your 
place  shall  be  filled  and  your  name 
given  to  another."  Yet  perhaps  I 
do  our  fathers  injustice.  It  may  be 
that  there  were  so  ruauy  names  to  be 
given  and  John,  Thomas,  Sarah  and 
Dority  followed  in  such  quick  suc- 
cession that  time  and  names  both 
ran  a  little  short. 

Humphrey  Clarke  sold  out  his 
property  in  Topsfield  "to  my  loving 
brother  Daniel  Clarke — all  my  right 
and  interest  in  Topsfield  township, 
the  same  towne  as  aforesaid  of  house, 
housing,  buildings,  lands,  meadow 
and  upland,  improved  or  otherwise 
with  all  fencing  of  all  sorts  with  all 
the  timber,  wood,  trees,  streams  of 
water  or  mines  rocks  or  whatsoever 
doth  properly  belong  to  housing. 
lands  as  aforesaid  with  all  privileges, 
appurtenances  belonging  hereunto  :vs 
was  given  me  by  my  honored  father 
Clarke  now  deceased."  Anyone 
would  think  that  he  owned  the 
town  of  Topsfield.  but  he   parts  with 
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all  this  "for  and  in   consideration  of 

cloth  (or  a  suit  and   forty    pounds  in 
silver,"     This  deed  is  dated  Dec,  12, 

tern. 

In  1706  I  Snd  a  deed  from  John 
Gould  to  Daniel  Clarke,  painter,  later 
a  deed  from  Zaceheus  Perkins  to 
Daniel  Clarke,  carpenter,  and  in  1725 
he  is  called  Mr.  Daniel  Clarke,  inn- 
hoidt  r,  I  am  unable  to  locate  his 
land  with  any  definitencss.  I  only 
kuo  ■■;  that  it  bordered  Mr.  Capen's. 
In  1785  1  find  the  following  record: 
"To  see  what  the  town  will  do  about 
repairing  the  stone  wall  between  Mr. 
Daniel  Clarke's  land  and  the  par- 
sonage." 

Daniel  Clarke  was  throughout  his 
life  a  servant  of  the  town  in  various 
capacities  Besides  other  services 
he  was  frequently  appointed  attor- 
ney for  Topsfield.  "1712."  "El  is  ha 
Perkins,  Daniel  Clarke  and  John 
Hovey  are  chosen  agents  or  attor- 
neys to  joyne  with  our  representa- 
tives in  behalf  of  the  towne  to  man- 
age our  townes  petition  now  in  the 
general  court  for  a  rehearsing  of  the 
case  between  Boxiorci  aivd  Topsfield." 

Daniel  Clarke  married  Damaris 
Dormun  May  29,  1G89.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Mary,  born  Aug.  16,  1094 
died  Aug.  22,  Daniel,  Jacob,  Dama- 
ris, Mary,  Israel,  Humphrey,  Sarah, 
Dim  and  David.  It  appears  by  his 
will  that  he  had  a  second  wife  Han- 
nah, but  1  can  find  no  record  of  the 
marriage.  This  will  was  made  the 
seventh  day  of  June,  1  GIG,  probated 
Feb.  13,  1748,  making  him  81  years 
of  age  at  the  time  this  instrument 
was  drawn  up.  It  seems  to  rae  a 
curious  old  document.  I  quote  some 
passages  from  it. 

"Item:   I  give  to  m>    well  beloved 


wife.  Hannah — the  liberty  of  ye  par- 
lour in  my  now  Dwelling  house  and 
ye  Bed  Room,  in  it,  with  the  Bed 
which  is  in  sd  Bed  Room  with  ye 
bedstead  &  bed  cord  and  under  bed 
and  two  coverlids,  two  blauketts  & 
three  pair  of  sheets  and  one  Bolfstei 
and  two  pillows  &  pillow  cases  with 
the  curtains  and  curtain  rods 
Belonging  to  s'd  Bed  ;  and  I  give  to 
my  s'd  wife  the  Liberty  of  the  Wine 
Cellar  and  liberty  to  pass  to  and 
from  it  at  all  times,  and  1  give  to  her 
the  Liberty  of  ye  Little  Oven  to  bake 
in  as  shee  may  have  occasion ,  and  I 
give  to  my  s'd  wife  the  use  of  a 
brass  Kettle,  a  brass  Skillett  &  a 
brass  Scinuner  and  1  give  the  use  of 
a  pair  of  andirons  ft  a  fire  Slice  & 
tongs  &  a  frying  pan  and  warming 
pan  &  an  irou  pott  and  Trammels 
and  Grid  Iron  &  Chafin  Dish  and  an 
Ovel  table  &  candlestick  and  I  give 
her  ye  use  of  a  Tankard,  two  pewter 
platters  and  six  pewter  plates  and 
six  knives  &  forks  end  six  chairs 
aud  a  pair  of  hand  bellows.  But  if 
my  s'd  wife  shall  choose  to  live  iu  ye 
house  which  my  son  Dunn  now 
dwells  in  Rather  than  ye  aforesaid 
Parlour  that  then  shee  shall  have  ye 
liberty  of  that  whole  house  and  Cel- 
lar that  is  under  it,  with  ye  Garden 
that  is  before  it  and  so  to  quit!  her 
Right  and  privilege  in  my  now  Dwell- 
ing house.  I  give  to  my  sd  witV  ye 
liberty  of  my  House,  Collar,  Garden, 
&  ye  use  of  my  household  goods  as 
above  mentioned  so  long  as  Slice 
continues  my  Widow  and  No  Long- 
er :  1  give  to  my  sd  wife  six  cords  of 
wood  yearly  to  be  cutt  tin  for  ye 
tire  and  Brought  to  ye  Door*  and  1 
give  to  my  sd  wife  Six  Bushells  of 
Indian  Corn,  one  Bushell    of    wheat. 
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one  bushell  of  Rye,  two  bushells  of 
malt  and  half  a  busbell  of  salt  and 
ten  pounds  of  good  fiax  from  ye 
Swingle  and  one  hundred  pounds  of 
good  pork  and  seventy  pounds  of 
Beef  and  two  barrels  of  cyder  and 
barrels  to  put  it  In,  and  three  bush- 
ells of  winter  apples  &  one  bushell 
of  Turnips  ;  the  whole  of  these  Sev- 
eral Species  above  given  to  my  sd 
wife  for  her  Support  Is  to  be  deliv-. 
ered  to  her  every  year,  In  ye  proper 
Season  therefor,  so  long  as  shee  re- 
mains my  widow,  and  I  give  to  my 
sd  wife  so  much  money  or  Bills  of 
Creditt  as  to  be  equal  to  forty  shil- 
lings old  Tenor,  to  be  Delivered  to 
her  every  year  during  her  sd  widow- 
hood, and  the  milk  of  one  cow  and 
Liberty  to  take  as  many  Summer 
apples  as  shee  shall  have  Occasion 
of  for  her  own  eating  during  her  sd 
widowhood.  But  if  my  sd  wife  shall 
insist  upon  her  having  her  thirds  of 
my  estate  Then  she  is  not  to  have 
privilege  above  given  her.  The  sev- 
eral particulars  above  sd  that  ni}7 
wife  is  to  have  the  use  &  liberty  of 
Duriug  her  sd  widowhood  Is  all  of 
it  to  fall  to  my  Exet  herein  after 
named  (as  his  other  Estate)  at  my 
wife's  Decease  or  marriage  " 

He  also  gives  legacies  to  his 
daughter  Mary  Dorman  and  to  his 
"grandchildren  the  children  of  ray 
daughter  Sarah  Bradstreet  Dec'd." 
Her  husband  was  Samuel  Bradstreet, 
the  son  of  John  Bradstreet,  the  fourth 
son  of  the  Governor. 

His  executor  was  his  son  Dann 
Clarke,  who,  I  think,  continued  the 
inn  after  his  father's  death,  and  also 
his  son  Daniel  alter  him. 

How  long  his  widow  continued  her 
"said  widowhood"  I  have    not    been 


able  to  ascertain. 

To  his  son  Israel  Clarke  he  gives 
a  piece  of  land  called  Barzillah's  land, 
containing  about  twelve  acres  and 
taking  its  name  presumably  from 
Barziilah  Baker,  to  whom  it  formerly 
belonged.  This  may  have  been  his 
home  but  I  do  not  know  that  it  was, 
nor  where  the  land  was  located. 

We  have  an  old  account  book  in 
our  possession  belonging  to  Israel 
Clarke.  He  seems  to  have  sold  gro- 
ceries ;  I  cannot  say  he  had  a  store 
for  I  hardly  think  anything  worthy 
of  the  name  of  store  existed  at  that 
time.  The  dates  run  from  1738  to 
1747  or  thereabouts.  Here  I  find 
many  names  of  the  old  settlers. 
*kMr.  William  Redington,  Jan.  31, 
oyle,  two  quarts."  "Apr  ell,  1743, 
Thomas  Baker,  Molasses,  5  quarts." 
tkMarch  12,  1744,  Jabez  Towne  oyle 
2  quarts."  John  Pichardi  Nathaniel 
Capen,  David  Baleh, Abraham  Hobbs 
and  many  others  are  also  mentioned. 
Occasionally  he:  writes  down  a 
family  history,  records  the  births 
and  deaths  of  some  of  his  children, 
or  intersperses  a  few  reflections. 
Then  he  goes  right  on  with  the 
molasses  and  the  4'oyle."  I  find 
this  note  at  the  bottom  of  a  page, 
4 'Israeli  Clarke  and  his  wife  Desires 
the  prayers  of  Gods  peopel  in  this 
Congregation  for  there  Daughter 
BarthSheba."  And  again  "Dou'iu- 
ber  10th  1740,  then  ye  Reverend  Mr 
John  Emerson  Came  to  Dwell  Down 
by  the  Meeting  house  and  it  was  -.> 
very  Rainy  Time  aud  had  bin  fol 
Sum  Time  before."  Of  another 
character,  '-Robert  Perkins  has  made 
forty  rive  Barrels  o£  Cyder."  And 
back  a  little  farther,  "The  widow 
Dodge,    one    tun."      Nothing   more : 
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we  don't  know  what  kind  of  a  "tun" 
whether  bought*  sold  or  otherwise. 
Might  have  been  molasses,  only  I 
doubt  if  there  was  as  much  in  the 
whole  settlement ;  or  coal,  but  they 
didn't  burn  coal  in  those  days.  Never 
mind  what  it  was,  I  am  glad  that  the 
widow  Dodge  in  her  lonely  and  des- 
olate condition  could  sclace  herself 
with  "one  tw."  These  entries  also 
struck  me  as  curious:  "May  20th 
1743.  Received  of  Dan  Clarke" by  the 
hand  of  his  son  Daniel  eight  black 
birds  not  Hedged  and  cut  off  their 
Reeks."  "July  14,  1743.  Received 
of  hennery  Lamson  10  Ground  Squir- 
rels and  cut  off  there  Ears."  I  verily 
thought  at  first  that  my  great-great- 
grandfather was  akin  to  Jesse-  Pora- 
eroy,  a  monster  of  cruelty.  Some 
one  innocently  inquired  "Why  didn't 
he  kill  them?"  But  upon  second 
thought  I  do  not  believe  my  worthy 
ancestor  was  guilty  of  the  horrible 
crime  of  turning  poor  little  squirrels 
nod  blackbirds  loose  on  an  unfriend- 
ly world  minus  their  ears  and  beaks. 
There  was  probably  a  bounty  offered 
upon  them  by  some  one  and  the  ears 
and  beaks  were  sent  away  as  tokens 
of  their  untimely  deaths.. 

Israel  Clarke  married  Mercy  Por- 
ter for  fust  wife,  for  second  wife 
the  widow  Swett,  maiden  name, 
Anna  Jewett.  Mercy  Porter's  chil- 
dren were  Israel,  Mercy,  Jacob,  Da- 
vid, Elijah,  Sarah  born  Nov.  14, 
1736,  died  Feb.  7,  1737.  "Jan.  31, 
1738.  Then  Sarah  Clarke  Daughter 
to  Israel  and  Mercy  Clarke  was 
Born."  She  was  followed  by  Sam- 
uel and  Bathsheba. 

"May  19,  1746.  Then  Israel  went 
to  his  unkel  porters  to  live." 

In  1755  Israel  Clarke,  jun.,  then  a 


young  man  of  twenty-three,  bought 
our  present  farm  of  Andrew  Burley. 
and  with  his  father's  family  came 
here  to  live.  That  family  consisted, 
as  far  as  I  am  able  to  ascertain,  of 
his  stepmother,  Anna  Jewett,  his 
sister,  Mercy,  and  his  brothers  Jacob 
and  David.  Mercy  married  Joseph 
Roberts  of  Hamilton.  Of  Jacob, 
"who  was  born  partially  blind,"  as 
stated  in  the  old  family  bible,  I  can 
find  no  further  record.  David  lived 
here  until  he  was  twenty-one,  and  at 
that  time  or  later  removed  to  Bridg- 
ton  where  he  is  said  to  have  amassed 
quite  a  fortune  for  those  times. 

My  great-grandfather's  stepmother 
had  a  daughter  Ruth  Swett.  Wheth- 
er she  came  here  to  live  at  that  time 
with  the  family,  I  cannot  say.  It  is 
certain  that  she  did  afterwards,  for 
again  in  the  old  Bible  it  is  recorded, 
"Israel  Clarke  jun.  married  Ruth 
Swett  the  daughter  of  his  father's 
second  wife ;"  which  must  have  been 
a  very  convenient  and  satisfactory 
family  arrangement.  Of  her  moth- 
er's residence  here  we  still  have  re- 
minders iu  the  shape  of  many  old 
papers  and  account  books,  dating 
back  as  far  as  1G64,  all  in  the  same 
handwriting  and  belonging  to  the 
same  person,  Abraham  Jewett,  Row- 
ley. He  was  evidently  a  shoemaker 
and  cobbler,  and  very  fond  of  scrib- 
bling and  keeping  accounts.  It 
seems  a  little  singular  that  these  old 
books  should  have  been  so  carefully 
preserved  for  such  a  long  tuae. 

Andrew  Burley  gave  Israel  Clarke 
jun.,  a  long  and  carefully  written 
deed  of  the  farm.  To  this  deed  "we 
do  set  our  hands  and  Seals  this 
Seventh  Day  of  July,  1755,  in  the 
twentininth     vear   oi    his    Majesties 
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Israel  Clarke's 

Israel,   Mercy, 

13th,  1767  and 

Anna,  Sarah, 


Reign."  During  his  ownership  he 
had  increased  the  laud  from  twenty- 
four  to  "Seventy  and  Three  Acres  be 
it  more  or  be  it  less"  including  "a  cer- 
tain number  of  Lotts  in  Pains'-hill 
pasture  so  called  also  in  sd  Ipswich, 
being  the  whole  of  the  second  range 
of  Lotts  in  sd  Pasture,  are  in  No.  7, 
8,  9,  10,  11,  12  C.  B.,"  and  not  in- 
cluding several  outlying  pieces  of 
meadow  and  marsh. 

Here  were  born 
family,  consisting  of 
who  was  born  April 
died  Sept.  23d,  1773, 
Samuel,  Humphrey,  born  July  25, 
1780  and  died  May  30,  1782,  and 
Humphrey  born  Jan.  7,  1783,  and 
here  died  Anna  Clarke,  March  25, 
1786,  Israel  Clarke,  Nov.  24,  1789  at 
the  ripe  old  age  of  88  years,  and 
eight  months  after  Israel  Clarke  jun., 
July  26th,  1790. 

To  my  great  grandfather,  Israel 
Clarke,  we  owe  the  row  of  willows 
by  the  brook  side.  My  grandfather, 
who  was  but  seven  years  of  age 
when  his  father  died,  saw  him  set 
these  trees  out,  making  them  some 
where  from  five  to  seven  years  over  a 
hundred  years  of  age.  The  hand 
that  planted  them  has  long  since 
crumbled  into  dust,  but  the  trees  are 
more  enduring  than  a  monument  of 
marble ;  for  although  the  old  trees 
are  breaking  down,  new  ones  will 
spring  from  the  roots  and  they  will 
thus  be  continued  indefinitely. 
Every  year  the  first  sign  of  the  com- 
ing spring  is  seen  in  their  growing 
greenness ;  they  have  been  transferred 
to  canvas,  and  at  blossoming  time, 
when  the  air  is  laden  with  fragrance, 
we  do  not  doubt  that  others  beside 
his  descendants    have   reason  to   call 


him   blessed. 

So  Ruth  Clarke  was  left  a  widow 
with  several  small  children  still 
below  the  age  of  majority.  In  this 
condition  of  affairs  David  Ciarke  of 
Bridgeton  desires  to  relieve  her  some- 
what of  her  burdens  by  adopting  my 
grandfather,  Humphrey.  Whether 
he  was  the  best  looking  or  not  I  can- 
not say.  I  did  not  know  him  till  he 
was  old,  yet  I  think  it  possible  that 
he  ma}r  have  been.  We  still  have 
several  old  letters  written  upon  this 
subject  by  David  Clarke  of  Bridge- 
ton  to  my  great  grandmother  Ruth 
Clarke.  To  illustrate  the  difficulty 
of  travelling  in  those  days  I  will 
quote  a  few  lines  from  one  of  them, 
written  Jan.  12,  1795.  UI  send  you 
this  letter  by  Mr.  David  Potter,  he 
will  return  to  Bridgeton  iu  a  Short 
time  With  two  Sleighs ;  and  if  you 
have  a  mind  Humphrey  Should  Com 
and  Live  with  me,  inr  potter  will 
Bring  him  Down  if  he  is  not  too 
havy  Loaded  and  I  make  do  doubt 
he  will  take  Good  Care  of  him  on  the 
Roads  and  I  Do  not  think  that  yon 
will  have  a  Better  opportunity  to 
Send  him  to  me."  Evidently  there 
was  no  discussion  about  electric 
roads.  I  will  just  say  here  that 
"Humphrey"  did  go  to  Bridgeton 
and  remained  with  his  unfile  two 
years ;  after  which  time  he  again 
returned  to  Topstield. 

Here,  after  he  attained  his  majori- 
ty he  bought  out  the  rights  of  his 
brothers  and  sisters  and  came  into 
possession  of  his  father's  farm,  lie 
married  Mercy  Clinton  Jan.  26,  L809. 
At  or  near  this  time  the  second  house 
on  the  farm  w:>.s  erected  by  uiy  g;reat- 
uncle,  Israel  Clarke,  and  completed  bj 
my  grandfather.     It  was  a  one  story 
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house  with  a  long,  slanting  roof  at 
the  back,  the.  kitchen  facing  the 
north  and  with  a  bedroom  at  one  end 
and  a  pantry  at  the  other  taking  up 
the  entire  side  of  the  house.  Those 
old  fashioned  kitchens  are  rapidly 
disappearing.  They  were  so  made 
as  to  exclude  the  rays  of  the  sun  ; 
only  in  the  latter  part  of  the  after- 
coon,  I  remember,  it  would  peep 
round  the  elm  tree  and  throw  a  flick- 
ering light  across  my  grandfather's 
table.  They  were  cold  rooms, 
perhaps  meant  to  be  so,  in  order  that 
Puritan  housekeepers  might  not  take 
too  much  pleasure  in  living.  Ours 
was  not  so  bad  owing  to  its  sheltered 
situation,  but  in  some  other  houses, 
with  which  I  am  familiar,  built  on 
higher  land,  the  cold  was  something 
not  easily  forgotten.  If  the  explor- 
ers for  the  North  pole  are  simply 
seeking  the  coldest  place  on  earth, 
they  might  give  over  their  searching 
and  contentedly  sit  down  in  an  old 
fashioned  Nov  iCngland  kitchen. 

In  this  house  my  grandfather's  two 
sons,  Humphrey  and  David,  were 
born ;  here  Humphrey  died  at  the 
age  of  five  years,  my  grandmother, 
Mercy  Clinton,  Jan.  2nd  1855;  and 
afterwards  my  grandfather.  Yet  I 
cannot  say  that  he  died  in  the  house. 
At  eighty-five  years  of  age,  hale  and 
vigorous,  in  full  possession  of  his 
faculties,  he  fell  dead  in  the  cornfield 
holding  in  his  hand  the  ripening 
blades  of  corn.  No  souud,  no  mur- 
mur, no  groan  to  indicate  to  those 
working  close  by  him,  but  concealed 
by  the  rustling  corn,  that  a  soul  was 
passing, — a  fitting  close  to  an  ener- 
getic, hard  working  life.  In  the 
prayer  of  the  English  church  occurs 
tin  :  petition,   "And  deliver  us    from 


sudden  death."  Rather,  let  rac  say. 
deliver  me  from  the  slow  torture,  the 
lingering  agony  of  long  continued 
sickness. 

My  grandfather  left  us  an  endur- 
ing legacy  in  the  noble  elm  which 
shades  the  western  side  of  the  house. 
lly  father  saw  him  sow  the  seed  of 
this  tree  when  he  was  ten  years  of 
age,  making  it  now  seventy-two 
years  old.  I  measured  it  a  short 
time  ago  and  found  it  eighteen  feet 
in  circumference.  I  could  hardly 
realize,  as  I  measured  its  rugged 
sides,  that  seventy- two  years  ago  it 
was  only  a  tiny  seed. 

"And  sun  and  showers  nourished  it 
And  gave  the  elm  tree  birth." 

At  that  age  man  begins  to  fail  and 
grow  feeble  and  gray.  Not  so  the 
grand,  old  tree.  The  years  thus  far 
only  bring  to  it  added  beauty  and 
vigor.  The  trunk  grows  larger,  the 
brauches  shoot  higher  and  far  up 
above  the  world  below  the  oriole  and 
virco  fasten  their  nests  to  its  swaying 
twigs. 

David  Ci.-irke  married  Mary  Pea- 
body,  Dec.  3d,  1840.  In  this  same 
house  his  four  children  were  born 
and  here  the  oldest  child,  Mereea 
Clinton,  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years. 

Our  present  house  was  built  by  mv 
father  in  1871.  Here  my  brother, 
Humphrey  H.  Clarke,  died  Feb.  17. 
1874,  and  mv  father,  David  Clarke, 
March  13,  18S0. 

In  looking  over  our  family  history 
I  have  been  struck  by  the  continual 
recurrence  of  the  same  name.  In 
every  family  but  one  there  \v:\s  au 
Humphrey  Clarke,  and  as  the  next 
family  had  two  the  omission  was 
atoned    for.     I    have    renllv     felt    a 


.71 


curiosity  to  know  where  and  when 
the  first  Humphrey  Clarke  came  into 
existence,  and  why  his  descendants 
should  cling  to  his  name  so  pertina- 
ciously. In  our  family  we  ought  to 
be  able  to  say,  wtThe  quality  of 
mercy  is  not  strained"  for  we  have 
been  blessed  with  many  Mercys'. 

My  great  grandfather  Clinton,  the 
father  of  Mercy  Clinton,  my  grand- 
mother, left  an  account  book  very 
similar  to  that  previously  quoted 
from,  belonging  to  Israel  Clarke, 
except  that  there  are  in  it  more  reflec- 
tions and  jotting  down  of  events.  I 
will  give  a  few,  which  may  be  inter- 
esting on  account  of  their  age. 
"July  30,  1794.  A  fire  in  Boston, 
burnt  fifty  dwelling  houses,  seven 
ropewalks,  stores  etc.,  loss  estimated 
at  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
pounds  sterling.  The  same  day 
three  pirates  were  executed  on  the 
common. 

Sept.  13.  The  bell  was  hung  in  the 
meeting  house.  Betsey's  brown 
house  moved.  Henry  Tufts  pardoned 
from  the  sentence  of  death  by  the 
governor  and  put  on  the  castle  dur- 
ing life. 

Christmas  day  was  the  pleasantest 
day  I  ever  saw,  no  snow,  no  ice.  no 
frost. 

Jan.  29,  1795.  John  Potter's  barn 
blew  down,  killed  four  head  of  cattle, 
a  very  heavy  gale  of  wind. 
Jan.  19  &  20,  1810.  Coldest  ever 
kuown  in  New  England. 
July  27,  1804.  Eben  Clinton  left 
home  to  sail  in  the  Vainlove  for 
northwest  coast,  Tom  Brown  master, 
Simon  of  Boston  owner,  bound  to 
northwest  coast  and  the  voyage  to  be 
about  three  years  and  God  be  pleas- 
ed lo  bless  him." 


From  the  nature  of  my  subject  my 
paper  has  borne  a  close  resemblance 
to  some  of  those  chapters  in  Chron- 
icles which  go  on  this  way:  "And 
Shallum  begat  Hilkiah  and  Hilkiah 
begat  Ajariah,"  but  we  are  all  lovers 
of  the  supernatural.  Let  me  close 
with  a  ghost  story,  the  only  one  I 
know  which  is  connected  with  the 
place,  and  certainly  the  most  authen- 
tic which  ever  came  to  my  knowl- 
edge. 

My  grandmother,  Mercy  Clinton, 
had  a  younger  brother  by  the  name 
of  David  Clinton.  In  his  visits  to 
his  sister  he  became  acquainted  with, 
and  interested  in,  Mercy  Perkins, 
a  daughter  of  Elisha  Perkins  who 
then  iived  upon  the  hill  in  the  house 
now  occupied  by  the  family  of  the 
late  David  Perkins.  Being  somewhat 
out  of  health  lie  weut  to  Boston  to 
see  a  physician.  A  letter  had  just 
been  received  from  him  stating  that 
he  was  doing  as  well  as  could  be 
expected. 

At  that  time,  my  grandmother's 
niece,  Edna  Dane  of  Brook  field,  was 
visiting  her.  Mercy  Perkins  came 
over  to  make  a  neighboring  call. 
When  she  took  her  leave,  Edna 
walked  home  with  her  as  far  as  the 
bridge.  After  they  sepaiated  she 
heard  a  scream  from  Mercy  and  tinn- 
ed to  go  back  to  her,  but  seeing  her 
keeping  on  her  way  home  apparently 
all  right,  she  went  on  again. 

The  next  day  Mercy  came  over  in 
tears  and  after  saving,  "Wo  shall 
certainly  hear  from  David  today/' 
related  the  following  story.  Alter 
leaving  Edna  she  looked  around  and 
saw  David  Clinton  staudiug  I  - 
her.  Thinking  he  had  returned  un- 
expectedly alio    put    out    her  hand  '«» 
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The'  TopBfield  Coj^per  Mines. 

By  Mrs.  G.  Warren  Towne. 

ktMr.  Endecott  hath  found  a   cop-  the  bounds  thereof!  the  swampy  mea- 

per  mine  in    his  own   ground.     Mr.  dow  land  that  lieth  on  the  south  side 

Leader   hath   tried    it."     So    writes  of  the  river." 

John  Winthrop  to    his   son,    on    the  Tho.  Danforth, 

50th  Sept.,  1648.     Such   a   find  was  -                                   Robert  Hale, 

of   much    importance   to   the    infant  Qae  wQuld  naturaU    think  that  thc 

colony,  and    Mr.    Endicott   at   once  location  of  the  Governor's    farme  on 

petitioned  the  General    Court  to   ay  ^  I        ich  River  was  ^  ^  ^ed, 

out   and [establish  the  bounds,  of  the  but  ^  are  four   or   flve   other  or- 

five  hundred  and  fifty  acres   granted  derg  of   ^    Court   in           d   {Q    {t 

him  in  1639,  and   on    which    he    had  TherQ   seemg     tQ    haye    becu   much 

made  so  valuable  a  discovery.^    £he  trouWe  abou(.  ^     bounds    bctW0v?n 

the  land  of  Zaccheus  Goold  and  iwve 


Court  acted  upon  his  request   in  Oc- 


tober  of  the  same  year,  and  appoint-  honored  Governor"   and   as   neither 

cd  Lient.  Wa Iter  and  Seargt.  Marsh-  were  of  yielding  dispositions,  it  re- 
all,  both  of  Beading,  to  perform  this  -^  m„ch  gme  M(1  patienee  to 
duty,  which  for  some  unknown  rea-  ^me  to  ft  satiafactor,  BeUlement 
sou  they  neglected  to  do,  for  nearly  evell  wUh  tlle  hel  of-  tUc  Go„tfral 
ten  years  afterwards  in  1657,  the  Com.t  Bl;t  „K,  Govcrnol.  i]nMy 
Cowt,  on  petition  from  the  Govern-  geU,ca  Ms  fiye  hululm,  ,.nd  Mt 
meirt,  appointed  Mr.  rhos.  Danforth  acrcs  on  tlle  Ipswiol|  river  :imi  wc 
and   Robert,   Hale  -to     ay   out   the  .u.e   ^           ^)nsUier    Ul0   „        ;r 

former  grant  of  land  on  the   Ipswich  _•„_ 

b.    .:,.     .            ,    .,  l  nunc, 

river  made  to  the  honored   Governor  GoverQOr    Endicott's     attempt    at 

J  no   Endicott  Esq        that   he  shall  fining  copper  is  the   earliest  record 

not  "suffer  damage  that   it   hath  not  ^  Q\  the  ^      of  {h[.   metal 

binn  layd  put  formerly,  in  North  Amcrica  by  Europeans, 

The   return     made    to   thc    Court  The  natives  of  the  soil,  the  Indians, 

reads  as  follows  :  had  made  use  of  copper  for   personal 

1659.  25th  May.  adornment,    long   years    before    the 

"Layd  out  viito  the   honored  Gov-  advent   of  the    white   man;   but    the 

ernor  John  Endecott  Esq.    live    nun-  eastern    tribes    probably    obtained  it 

dred  and  fifty  acres  of    land   on  Ips-  in  barter  from  the  tribes  living    near 

wich  River   and    is   bounded    wth   a  "the  great  lake"  where  copper  could 

brook  anent  Goodman    Goolds   land  be  found   nearly    pure    in    its   crude 

on  the    east,    Blind    Hole   on    south,  state. 

and    the    wilderness    elsewhere    sur-  In  the  accounts  of  Gosnold's   voy- 

lounding,  the  said  farme  taking  into  age  to  America,  made    in    1602,    the 
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fact  that  the  Indians  of  Massachu- 
setts had  copper  in  their  possession 
is  mentioned. 

One  John  Brereton,  who  accom- 
panied Gosnold,  wrote  as  follows  re- 
garding the  natives  of  southern 
Massachusetts : 

"They  have  also  great  store  of 
copper,  some  very  red  and  some  of 
a  paler  color ;  none  of  them  but  have 
chains,  ear  rings,  or  collers  of  this 
metal.  They  head  some  of  their 
arrows  therewith.  Their  chains  are 
made  of  hollow  pieces  of  the  bignese 
of  one  of  our  reeds,  a  finger  in 
length  ten  or  twelve  of  them  togeth- 
er on  a  string  which  they  wear  about 
their  bodies  like  bandeliers  a  handful 
broad,  all  hollow  pieces  like  the 
other  but  somewhat  shorter,  four 
hundred  pieces  in  a  collar,  very  fine 
and  evenly  set  together ;  besides 
these  they  have  large  drinking  cups 
made  like  skulls,  and  other  thin 
plates  of  copper.  I  was  desirous  to 
understand  where  they  had  such 
store  of  this  metal  and  made  sign  to 
one  of  them  who  taking  a  piece  of 
copper  in  his  hand  made  a  hole  with 
his  finger  in  the  ground  and  wit  hall 
pointed  to  the  main  from  whence 
they  came." 

Hut  it  was  in  Topsfield  that  the 
first  attempt  was  made  by  English 
colonists  to  mine  the  ore. 

Charles  M.  Endecott,  iu  his  mem- 
ories of  Gov.  Endecott,  mentions 
the  copper  mine  in  Topsfield  and 
speaks  of  it  as  being  upon  his  land 
on  the  Ipswich  river  near  a  place 
called  at  the  time  Blind  Hole.  He 
says  it  was  tested  by  Mr.  Leader  of 
the  Lynn  iron  works,  who  must  have 
given  a  favorable  opinion,  for  in 
1051     Mr.     Endecott    petitions    the 


General  Court  for  the  grant  of  a 
wood  lot  in  its  neighborhood  to  en- 
able him  to  work  it  wiih  more  ea3e. 
In  this  petition  he  states  that  he  had 
already  been  to  some  charges  for 
the  finding  and  melting  of  copper 
ore,  and  was  still  in  prosecution  of 
bringing  it  to  perfection  by  sending 
to  Sweden  and  Germauy  for  persons 
well  skilled  in  the   art  to  assist   him. 

Following  is  the  grant  made  14 
Oct.  1651  : 

"In  answer  to  the  petition  of  John 
Endecott,  Esquire,  ye  present  hon- 
ored Governor  the  court  doth  grant 
him  three  hundred  acres  of  wood 
land  lying  neere  to  the  place  he  in- 
tends to  sett  up  his  works,  named 
Blind  Hole,  neere  to  a  farme  form- 
erly granted  him  not  being  granted 
to  any  other,  on  this  condition,  that 
he  sets  up  his  workes  within  seven 
years.'* 

Mr.  William  P.  Dpham  writes  me 
that  he  does  not  think  the  three  hun- 
dred acres  of  woodland  were  ever 
laid  out.  He  says,  "John  Porter 
seems  to  have  owned  the  land  on  the 
south  of  the  550  acre  Endecott  grant 
where  the  three  hundred  acres  in 
Blind  Hole  would  have  been  set  off 
to  Endecott  if  he  had  complied  with 
the  condition  as  to  the  copper  mine." 
Mr.  Upham  thinks  as  the  three  hun- 
dred acres  of  woodland  were  to  be 
near  the  copper  mine  the  mine  must 
have  been  on  that  part  ^i  the  550 
acres  lying  south  of  the  river.  There 
is  not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  in  my 
own  mind  in  regard  to  this. 

C.  M.  Endecott  closes  his  account 
of  the  mine  by  saying  it  was  subse- 
quently abandoned,  it  not  yielding 
suiiieient  copper  to  encourage  the 
Governor  to  work  it  longer. 
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Savage,  in  his  sketch  of  Richard 
Leader,  says  he  tried  a  copper  mine 
in  End'ecott's  farm  at  Salem  (Tops- 
field)  but  met  with  ill  success.  All 
things  considered  I  think  we  must 
conclude  that  Governor  Endicott 
was  not  more  successful  than  others 
have  been  at  a  later  date. 

We  cannot  pass  by  Richard  Lead- 
er without  giving  a  short  sketch  of 
the  man. 

A  letter  written  by  Emanuel 
Downing  to  John  Winthrop,  Jr.,  in 
1644,  is  full  of  interesting  informa- 
tion. 

My  Honored  Cosen, 

The  Adventurers  in  the  Iron 
Works  have  agreed  with  Mr.  Leader 
to  take  care  of  theire  work,  you  know 
the  man.  He  lived  in  Ireland.  He 
is  a  perfect  accountant,  hath  skill  in 
mynes  and  tryall  of  mettalls ;  he 
bath  covenanted  to  serve  them  seven 
7  years  his  wages  is  100  li.  per  an- 
num lie  is  to  have  passage  for  him- 
self, his  wife,  2  children,  3  servants, 
an  house  to  be  built  for  him,  and 
ground  to  be  allowed  him  for  his 
horses  and  a  few  cowes.  The  100 
li.  per  annum  begins  the  25  of  March 
next.  When  I  perceived  they  were 
resolved  upon  him,  and  that  yt  would 
be  noe  advantage  to  you  for  me  to 
have  expressed  my  dislike  of  their 
way  herein,  I  told  them  I  was  well 
assured  Mr  Leader  would  be  a  wel- 
corab  man  vnto  you  for  at  my  com- 
ing thence  you  expressed  your  desire 
that  myself  or  some  other  would 
undertake  the  business.  Then  Mr 
Leader  told  them  he  would  not  mcdle 
with  any  undertaking  of  their  busi- 
ness without  your  free  consent  and 
contentment,  for   soe    in    private   he 


had  promised  me  to  express  himself 
before  them  all  which  he  preformed 
verie  honestly.  Mr  Holye  told  me 
that  when  they  were  agreeing  with 
Mr  Leader  they  would  have  given 
him  150  li.  per  annum  rather  than 
left  him,  therefore  if  Mr  Leader  had 
stood  upon  yt  he  might  have  had  the 
150  li. 

Your  assurd  loving  uncle 

Em.  Downin^e. 
London,  25  ffebr  1644. 

That  he  was  of  a  studious  dispo- 
sition we  may  infer  from  an  extract 
taken  from  a  letter  written  by  Robert 
Childs  to  John  Win  thro  p  Jr.,  in  1650. 

"Mr  Leader  hath  more  curious 
books  than  I,  especially  about  Di- 
vinity business,  where  you  may  see 
them."  We  cannot  repress  a  sensa- 
tion of  surprise  that  the  books  were 
described  in  just  those  words. 

Again,  and  this  time  it  is  John 
Winthrop,  Jr.,  himself  who  writes  in 
1646. 

Sir  :  I  am  much  asked  for,  the  sad- 
dle that  was  left,  I  pray  send  it  by 
the  first  opportunity  "to  be  left  at  my 
father's  for  me.  It  was  borrowed  of 
Mr  Leader." 

In  1641)  The  Adventurers  in  Eng- 
land sent  over  one  Mr.  Dawes,  to 
oversee  Mr.  Leader  (but  he  was  far 
short  of  Mr.  Leader.)  They  could 
not  agree,  so  Mr.  Dawes  was  return- 
ed to  Ieneriffe.  We  imagine  that 
Mr.  Dawes  watched  the  iufaut  town 
of  Lynn  sink  below  the  horizon  with 
a  sigh  of  satisfaction. 

In  1651, Mr.  Richard  Leader  of  the 
Lyun  Iron  works  was  arraigned  by  the 
court  for  reproaching  Governor  E:i- 
dicott,  the  t  ourt,  and  the  Church  ai 
Lynn.     In  their  tirst  excitement    the 
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Court  fined  him  two  hundred  pounds, 
which  was  afterwards  reduced  to 
fifty.  Mr.  Leader  made  an  acknowl- 
edgment and  the  fine  was  remitted, 
but  after  this  Mr.  John  Gifford  ap- 
pears in  the  records  as  overseer  of 
the  Lynn  Ironworks.  Savage  says 
that  Leader  went  to  Berwick  where 
he  had  a  grant  of  the  exclusive  use 
of  the  Little  river  to  erect  mills.  He 
was  a  magistrate  and  in  1654  was  a 
collector  of  Strawberry  Bank.  Here 
he  disappears  from  the  records. 

There  are  two  mine  lots,  so  called, 
both  owned  by  William  Batchelder. 
We  will  consider  them  for  conven- 
ience sake  as  the  upper  and  lower 
mine  lot.  The  upper  lot  is  a  field 
of  about  four  acres  and  is  situated 
on  the  left  of  the  road  leading:  from 
Sewell  Towne's  house  to  Williarn 
Batchelder's  aud  about  half  way  be- 
tween the  two  places.  The  lower 
lot  is  just  beyond  the  first  on  the 
right,  at  the  corner  of  the  Boxford 
road, it  is  also  bounded  on  the  north- 
west by  the  highway  leading  to  Mid- 
dleton  ;  this  lot  contains  between  two 
and  three  acres  of  pasture  land. 

S.  S.  Mackcnsie  in  an  article  in 
the  Essex  Institute  Proceedings  says 
"there  are  three  different  localities 
where  shafts  were  sunk,  one  near  the 
meadow  on  land  now  owned  by  Dav- 
id Towne  and  near  the  house  of 
Elisha  Towne."  We  have  found  no 
trace  of  this  shaft  and  it  is  possible 
Mr.  Mackcnsie  was  mistaken,  as  no 
record  can  be  found  of  an  Elisha 
Towne  living  in  this  neighborhood. 
Of  the  other  two  shafts  mentioned 
we  have  a  very  connected  history. 

Before  we  proceed  to  the  history 
of  the  lower  mine,  let  us  linger  a 
While  with  the  people  who   at   differ- 


ent times  have  owned  this  piece  of 
land.  The  first  to  greet  us  is  "Old 
Captain  Ben,"  as  he  was  called. 

Benj.  Towne  was  born  in  Tops- 
field  May  10,  1691.  He  married 
four  times.  First,  Catherine,  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  Towne,  Jr.,  April  1, 
1713.  Secoud,  Susannah  Wilds, 
April  12,  1722.  She  was  the  mother 
of  nine  children  ;  March  7,  1728  she 
gave  birth  to  twins  Jacob  and  Joseph 
and  April  30,  173G,  two  months  be- 
fore her  death,  she  became  the 
mother  of  three  healthy  male  chil- 
dren all  of  whom  lived  to  be  middle 
aged  men.  Third,  he  married  Mary 
Perkins  May  2,  1733  and  fourth,Mrs. 
Mary  Clark.  He  acquired  a  large 
estate  for  the  time  iu  which  he  lived 
and  from  the  records  seems  to  have 
been  a  prominent  man  in  town  af- 
fairs, frequently  officiating  as  town 
clerk,  selectman  and  assessor  of  tax- 
es, etc.  He  died  Feb.  11,  1772  aged, 
81. 

Jacob  his  son.  married  Elizabeth 
Perkins  and  died  leaving  one  son, 
Jacob  who  married  Mary  Perkins. 
Their  sou  was  our  well  known  Jacob 
Perkins  Towne,  for  forty  years  town 
clerk. 

Joseph  married  twice.  By  his  first 
wife,  Elizabeth  Rogers,  his  children 
were  Deborah,  who  married  a  Brick- 
ett ;  Elizabeth,  commonly  called  Bet- 
ty, and  Lydia.  Betty  and  Lydia  re- 
mained unmarried  and  lived  at  the 
old  homestead  on  the  Middleton  road. 

Lydia  was  insane  and  many  curi- 
ous and  amusing  incidents  of  her  in- 
sanity are  still  related  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. It  is  said  if  there  was  a 
death  iu  town  she  invariably  placed 
little  stones  in  line  like  a  funeral 
train,  and  manv  now  living  remember 
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Betty's  anxious  inquiry  of  a  chance 
caller, /'Who  is  dead?" 

The  neighbors  would  say,  "Well 
Liddy,  how  is  Betty  today?"  Her 
answer  was  always  the  same,  "Betty 
is  a  good  gal,  she  never  steals  I" 

The  story  of  Aunt  Betty  and  Liddy 
is  very  pathetic.  Betty  was  the  eld- 
er by  twelve  years,  and  it  is  said 
was  very  plain.  Liddy  was  a  pretty 
girl,  and  many  stories  of  her  pretty 
dresses,  her  beauty  and  her  skill  and 
recklessness  as  a  horsewoman  still 
exist.  We  can  easily  imagine  the 
love  and  pride  of  the  elder  and  plain- 
er sister.  At  length  a  time  came 
when  Lydia  was  busy  from  morning 
till  night  with  her  wheel  and  needle  ; 
when  the  pile  of  snowy  linen  grew 
steadily  day  by  day  ;  when  the  silken 
wedding  dress  was  ready  for  the  wed- 
ding that  never  came  off,  for  it  was 
the  old  story  of  a  new  face  and  a 
new  fancy.  Lydia  became  hopeless- 
ly insane. 

Then  was  the  devotion  of  the  elder 
sister  made  manifest.  Not  one  cent 
of  Lydia's  property  was  ever  touched. 
Betty's  land  was  sold  off  bit  by  bit 
until  next  to  nothing  remained.  All 
these  years  she  never  wavered  but 
bore  her  burden  cheerfully  till  she 
lay  it  down  at  the  Master's  feet. 
Lydia  survived  her  sister  but  one 
short  month.  They  lie  buried  side 
by  side  in  the  old  cemetery  on  the 
hill  where  the  winds  whisper  softly 
in  the  piue  trees  and  the  spring 
Howers  grow  thick  and  white  on  their 
graves. 

The  following  deed  will  tell  its 
own  story : 

We  Benjamin  Towne,  Gentleman, 
Jacob  and  Joseph  Towne  yeoman, 
all  of  TopsUeld    in    consideration    of 


Five  shillings  and  for  divers  other 
good  considerations  from  Edmund 
Quincy  of  the  District  of  Stoughtou- 
ham  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  Gent- 
leman, have  sold  Edmund  Quincy  all 
mines,  mine  ores,  minerals  and  other 
hidden  treasures  of  the  Earth  lying 
in  land  or  farm  of  mine  the  said 
Benjamine  Towne  partly  and  partly 
in  Land  of  us  the  said  Jacob  and 
Josep  Towne  which  we  purchased 
jointly  of  John  Leach  of  Beverly, 
Esqr.  bounded  as  follows,  Viz : 
Southerly  on  the  Land  of  Nehemiah 
Herrick  there  measuring  sixty-two 
rods  from  the  corner  leading  from 
Dan  vers  Road  to  a  white  Oak  Tree 
near  the  wall  betwixt  said  Herricka 
Land  and  us  the  said  grantors,  then 
Northerly  from  said  white  Oak  tree 
to  a  certain  Spring  enclosed  with 
a  stone  wall  there  measuring  about 
twenty  rods  then  running  still  North- 
erly from  said  Spring  about  twenty 
rods  more  allong  side  with  said  Spring 
to  a  certain  stone  bridge  across  the 
road  within  the  gate  leading  from 
Dauvers  to  Middle  ton  and  from  said 
Bridge  on  the  road  as  it  runs  through 
the  said  gate  from  Middleton  to 
Topsfield  there  measuring  sixty-two 
rods  and  from  thence  within  the 
Stone  wall  leading  from  the  parting 
road  toward  said  Herrick's  house  on 
the  corner  leading  from  said  Dauvers 
road  first  mentioned,  there  measur- 
ing about  eighteen  rods  enclosing  iu 
said  bounds  A  certain  shaft  or  Mine 
Hole  which  is  commonly  known  by 
the  name  of  Towne's  Copper  Mine, 
also  granting  unto  the  said  Edmund 
Quincy  Right  of  Ingress  Egress  and 
Regress  Up()n  the  land  and  premises 
and  his  workmen  and  Labourers, 
Pitts  &  Shatls,    to    sink    Levells  and 
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Drift'ways  and  all  other  necessarys 
meet  for  working  the  Mines  within 
the  premises.  Engine  or  Engines, 
Mill  or  Mills  or  any  other  Edefices 
and  Erect  on  the  premisses  and  the 
use  and  benefit  of  all  water  or  wat- 
ercourses for  the  working  said  Mines 
and  for  cleaning  the  ores  got  within 
the  premises  and  further  we  the  said 
Benjamine  Towne  Jacob  Towne  and 
Joseph  Towne  do  hereby  agree  with 
the  said  Edmund  Quincy  that  in  case 
he  should  discover  any  Veins  of 
mines  or  mine  ores,  extending  be- 
yond the  afore  mentioned  premises 
by  us  granted  into  any  Parcel  of 
Land  to  us  belonging  at  this  date 
that  the  said  Edmund  Quincy  shall 
hold  and  enjoy  the  same  on  demand 
provided  the  said  Demand  is  made 
within  the  term  of  one  year  from  the 
discovery  of  such  vein  of  mine  ore 
and  paying  unto  the  said  Benj.  Ja- 
cob &  Joseph  Towne,  one  full  six- 
teenth part  of  all  such  mines,  mine 
ores,  minerals  and  other  Hidden 
Treasures  of  the  Earth  that  shall  be 
found  and  dug  up  in  our  land  or  got 
up  by  any  ways  or  means  whatsoever. 
Provided  Neverless  that  whereas  the 
said  Edmund  Quincy  has  commenced 
to  work  on  the  premifes  at  the  date 
of  these  presents  and  shall  cease 
working  on  the  same  by  the  space  of 
Twenty-one  years  next  ensuring  this 
Instrument  at  the  expiration  of  said 
twenty-one  years  shall  be  null  and 
void. 

Dated  June  1,  1771,  signed  by 
Witnessed  by  Benjaim  Towne 

Bimsley  Peabody       Jacob  Towne 
Elijah  Porter  Joseph  Towne 

Mary  Towne 
Elizabeth  Towne 
Elizabeth  Towne 


In  the  Essex  Register,  Oct.  1-8, 
1771,  is  this  item  : 

"We  hear  from  Topsfield  that  the 
Copper  Mine,  sometime  since  opened 
there  at  12  or  15  feet  depth,  affords 
such  samples  of  tine  lively  ore,  ex- 
tending in  spattering  all  over  the  pit 
that  experienced  miners  have  de- 
clared the  appearance  preferable  to 
any  yet  discovered  in  America." 

In  Captain  Benjamin's  will  there 
is  no  mention  of  the  Copper  Aline, 
and  as  he  died  in  Feb.  1772,  the 
mine  could  have  been  worked  but  a 
short  time. 

After  the  death  of  their  father, 
Jacob  and  Joseph  owned  the  mine 
lot  together  till  Joseph  died  in  1789, 
when  his  share  fell  to  his  daughter 
Lydia.  She  was  not  of  age  and  her 
Uncle  Jacob  was  appointed  her 
guardian.  It  is  said  thai  he  gave  his 
share  of  the  lot  to  her.  Of  this  gift 
there  is  no  record,  but  in  18;>U  Lydia 
was  in  full  possession.  After  her 
death  it  passed  through  the  haada  of 
John  C.  Balch,  Loreuzo  P.  Towne 
and  William  Rea  to  its  present  owner. 

The  first  mention  of  the  upper 
mine  lot  found  in  the  records  is  a 
deed  given  by  Samuel  Cummings 
dated  Feb.  7,  *1772. 

I,  Samuel  Cummings  of  Topsfield 
in  the  Province  of  Massachusetts 
Bay  in, New  England,  yeoman,  and 
by  the  consent  of  Eunice  my  wife,  in 
consideration  of  the  sum  of  Fifty 
three  pounds,  six  shillings  and  eight 
pence,  paid  me  by  Elijah  Porter  oi 
Topsfield  yeomen,  do  sell  and  con- 
vey to  Elijah  Porter  a  certain  lot  of 
land  situate  in  Topsfield  containing 
four  acres,  bounded,  beginning  at  a 
corner  in  the  fence  by  the  highway 
ami  land  of  Joseph  ami  Jacob  Towne 
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from  thence  South  easterly  by  land 
of  the  said  Jacob  and  Joseph  Towne 
to  land  of  Enos  Knight,  thence 
North  easterly  by  laud  of  the  said 
Euos  Knight  till  it  comes  within  two 
rods  of  a  lott  of  laud  that  was  given 
Samuel  Cummings  by  his  father  Da- 
vid Cummings,  late  of  Topsfield, 
thence  running  North  westerly  within 
two  rods  of  the  fence  that  now 
stands  betweeu  the  land  of  said  Sam- 
uel Cummings  and  land  of  Benjamin 
Bixby  till  it  come  to  said  highway, 
thence  South  westerly  by  said  high- 
way to  the  bounds  first  mentioned. 
This  land  was  undoubtedly  a  part  of 
the  two  hundred  acre  Porter  grant. 
At  the  death  of  Elijah  Porter  the 
land  fell  to  the  his  son  Thomas  who 
sold  the  lot  to  Nehemiah  Herrick  for 
forty  pounds,  Nov.  3,  1784.  The 
Herrick  family  lived  here  until  1791 
when,  Sept.  24,  they  sold  their  farm 
to  Susannah  Hawthorn  of  Salem  for 
three  hundred  pounds.  It  is  said  by 
their  descendants  that  the  family 
moved  away  because  they  consider- 
ed the  vicinity  of  the  copper  mine 
unhealthy,  and  attributed  to  this 
source  a  number  of  sudden  deaths 
that  had  occurred  in  the  family. 
Susannah  Hawthorn  sold  to  Thomas 
Emerson  April  1,  1792  for  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty  pounds.  Mr.  Emer- 
son sold  to  Thomas  Tenney  of  Row- 
ley, May  20,  1795,  for  four  hundred 
and  sixty  pounds.  Mr.  Tenny  was 
discontented  and  sold  to  Nathaniel 
Porter  of  Middleton  and  at  his  death 
it  was  bought  by  Ezra  Batchelder, 
the  father  of  the  present  owner. 

The  follow ing  is  the  only  official 
document  relating  to  this  mine  on 
record. 

I  Elijah  Porter  of   Topsfield   yeo- 


man In  consideration  of  Five  shil- 
lings Lawful  money  of  the  Province 
paid  me  by  William  Buntin  of 
Works  worth  in  Darby  share  in 
Great  Britton,  Miner  and  for 
Divers  other  good  considerations 
from  the  said  William  Buntin  by 
me  received,  have  bargained  and 
sold  unto  the  sd  William  Buntin  one 
eighth  part  of  all  and  Singular 
mines,  mine  ore,  minerals  and  other 
Hidden  Treasures  of  the  Earth, 
lying  in  a  certain  Lot  of  land  I 
bought  of  Samuel  Cummings  situated 
in  Topsfield,  the  bounds  being  the 
same  as  in  his  deed,  containing  Four 
acres.  Also  granting  unto  William 
Buntin  priviledge  of  Fngress.  Egress 
and  Regress,  in  and  upon  the  sd 
Land,  and  to  his  workmen  and 
laborers,  pits  and  shafts,  to  sink 
Drift  ways,  to  Drive  make  and  bring 
up  and  all  other  Necessary  and 
Convients.  As  to  him  and  them 
shall  seem  meet,  for  Securing  and 
woi  king  the  mines,  within  the 
premisses  above  granted.  Engine 
or  Engines,  mill  or  mills  or  any 
other  Ediiice  to  build  and  erect  on 
the  premises  paying  unto  me  Elijah 
Porter  clear  of  all  charges  one  full 
sixteenth  part  of  all  such  mines, 
mine  ores,  minerals  and  other  Hid- 
den Treasures  of  the  Earth  as  shall 
be  found  and  dug  up  in  the  Lot  of 
Land  aforesaid,  or  got  up  by  any 
other  way  or  means  whatever,  ami  I 
the  said  Elijah  Porter  do  bind  my- 
self my  heirs  etc.  that  I  will  warrant 
and  defend  the  afore  granted  prem- 
isses against  the  lawful  claims  of  all 
Persons,  Excepting  against  the 
demands  of  our  So\  crenni  Lord  the 
King  his  heirs  and  successors, 
is  dated  TopslieUl  (>    March,    177-. 
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According  to  tradition  Buntin 
loaded  a  vessel .  with  the  ore  and 
went  with  it  to  England.  He  was 
taken  sick  and  died  either  before  or 
shortly  after  he  landed  and  no  one 
knows  what  became  of  the  ore.  The 
mine  was  abandoned  and  in  course 
of  time  near!}7  forgotten.  One  of 
the  stories  current  in  the  neigh- 
borhood relates  that  a  foreigner 
once  undertook  to  dig  gold  or  money 
there,  and  that  he  suddenly  disap- 
peared, and  was  supposed  to  have 
been  swallowed  tip  in  the  earth. 
This  was  believed  by  a  few  timid 
and.  superstitious  ones  of  a  later 
generation  ;  some  even  had  a  dread 
of  going  through  the  mine  lot  by 
night  as  it  was  reported  that  a  grim, 
unearthly  looking  figure,  armed  with 
a  huge  branch  of  a  lightning  scathed 
oak,  had  been  seen  walking  guard  by 
the  forsaken  mine. 

It  is  also  related  that  one  of 
Buntin's  descendants,  finding  the  old 
agreement  concerning  the  ore 
among  his  ancestor's  papers,  and 
thinking  there  might  be  wealth  in 
store,  came  to  Massachusetts. 

He  visited  the  registry  of  deeds 
at  Salem  and  found  that  the  mine  at 
Topstield  was  the  one  mentioued  in 
the  contract.  It  is  thought  that 
the  young  Englishman  did  not  find 
the  prospect  promising  enough  to 
attempt  to  work  the  mine.  His 
coming,  however,  aroused  old  memo- 
ries,and  was  probably  the  cause  of  the 
mine  being  reopened  in  1830.  One 
reason  for  belief  in  this  supposition 
is  that  Ralph  H.  French,  then 
registrar  of  deeds,  (who  must  have 
known  of  the  young  man's  errand) 
was  one  of  the  company  formed. 

The  papers  of   the   time  say   that 


the  upper  mine  was  opened  first.  It 
was  found  to  be  a  well  shaped  shaft 
just  through  the  surface  earth,  not 
penetrating  the  bed  rock.  At  the  bot- 
tom was  a  chamber  of  considerable 
extent  in  which  were  found  some 
tools  and  the  remains  of  a  keg  or  tuh 
left  there  by  the  workmen  nearly 
seventy  years  before.  The  current 
story  is  that  the  mine  had  caved  in 
during  one  night,  in  '72,  and  every- 
thing had  remained  as  it  was  when 
the  workmen  left  work  at  night.  But 
the  mine  never  caved  in  and  probably 
the  only  reason  why  the  tools  had 
not  been  removed  was  the  accumu- 
lated debris  and  the  water  with  which 
the  mine  was  filled  except  in  very 
dry  seasons. 

The  upper  mine  not  yielding  very 
abundantly,  the  shaft  in  the  lower 
lot  was  opened  to  a  depth  of  about 
one  hundred  feet.  In  this  shaft  also 
the  water  was  very  troublesome,  and 
an  attempt  was  made  to  drain  it  by 
running  a  tunnel  to  the  low  ground 
near  by,  but  this  proved  impossible 
and  the  mine  was  abandoned  a  third 
time,  a  case  where  the  old  saying  UA 
third  time  never  fails,"  proved  false. 

The  company  had  Dr.  Jackson  of 
Boston  down  to  test  the  ore  but  his 
verdict  was  unfavorable.  There  is  a 
tradition  that  only  enough  copper 
was  removed  to  make  a  head  to  a 
cane  for  one  of  the  directors.  Prof. 
John  Sears  of  the  Peabody  Academy 
of  Science  has  kindly  allowed  me  to 
insert  the  following  list  of  "minerals. 
mine  ores,  and  other  hidden  treas- 
ures of  the  earth"  found  at  the  old 
mine : 

Carbonate  of  Copper,  Malachite,  in 
part;  Chalcopyrite,  Copper  Pyrite, 
Iron    Pyrite,     Nlacnitite,     Limonitc, 
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Dyke  of  Melephyrc ;  the  stratified 
beds  of  Slate  Limestone  and  Quart- 
zite  tliat  the  Melephyre  Dyke  cut,  are 
of  lower  carboniferous   age. 

The  official  evidence  in  regard  to 
this  period  of  activity  is  very  mea- 
gre, only  two  papers  having  been 
found,  (both  unrecorded)  but  they 
establish  the  identity  of  this  mine 
with  that  of  seventy-one  and  also 
show  who  the  official  agents  of  the 
company  were. 

Only  one  requires  to  be  copied 
here  which  is  as  follows:  "A  copy 
of  a  paper  concerning  the  Mine 
signed  by  David  Towne  and  others." 

The  first  part  of  this  paper  is  a 
copy  of  the  deed  given  by  Captain 
Benjamin  and  his  sons.  Then  fol- 
lows :  "We  the  subscribers  now 
owning  the  lands  adjacent  to  the 
first  mentioned  piece  so  sold  by  said 
Benjamin,   Jacob     and     Joseph     to 


said  Quincy,  do  hereby  sell  and 
convey  to  Ralph  H.  French  and 
David  Pulsifer  3d,  both  of  Salem  in 
said  county  of  Essex,  the  right  and 
privilege  of  extending  diggings  and 
searchings,  etc.,  into  our  land  ad- 
joining said  piece  as  aforesaid  upon 
the  same  terms  and  conditions  as 
are  set  forth  in  said  deed,  from  said 
Benjamin  Jacob  and  Joseph  Towne 
to  said  Quincy. 
Dated— 1838  Signed 

Elizabeth  Towne 

Moses  Pettingill 

Nathaniel  Porter 

David  Towne 

The  missing  link  in  this   sketch   is 

the  paper  that  proves  the   mine   sold 

by  Capt.  Benjamin    Towne   was  the 

one  opened  and  abandoned  by   Gov. 

Endicott.     This   link    we    are    quite 

sure  time  and    patience   will  finally 

unearth. 
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FUNERAL    ELEGY. 

The  following  funeral  elegy  was  written  by  Rev.  Joseph  Capen  who  was 
settled  over  the  church  in  Topsfield  on  June  11,  1684. 

It  was  printed  and  also  circulated  in  manuscript  form.  The  following 
reprint  is  made  from  an  original  copy  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Thompson 
Baxter  of  South  Boston,  whose  grandmother  was  a  Foster. 


A  Funeral  Elegy 

Upon  the  much  to  be  Lamented  Death  and  most 

Deplorable  Expiration  of  the  Pious,  Learned,  Ingenious, 

and  Eminently  Usefull  Servant  of  God 

Mr  John  Foster 

Who  Expired  and  Breathed  out  his  Soul  quietly 

into  the  arms  of  his  Blessed  REDEEMER 

at  Dorchester,  Sept.  9th  Anno  Dom.  1681 

iEtatis  Anno  33 

Here  lye  the  relict  Fragments,  which  were  Took 

Out  of  Consumlion's  teeth,  by  Death  the  Cook 

Voracious  Apetite  dost  thus  devour 

Scarce  ought  hast  left  for  worms  t'  live  on  an  Hour 

But  Skin  &  Bones  no  bones  thou  mak'st  of  that 

It  is  thy  common  trade  t'  eat  all  the  fat. 

Here  lyes  that  earthly  House,  where  once  did  dwell 

That  Soul  that  Scarce  [ha]th  left  its  Parallel 

For  Sollid  Judgment  Piety  &  Parts 

And  peerless  skill  in  all  the  practick  Aits 

Which  as  the  glittering  Spheres,  it  passed  by 

Methinks,  I  Saw  it  Glance  at  Mercury  : 

Ascended  now:  'bov  Time  &  Tides  't  'bides, 

Which  Sometimes  told  the  world,  of  Times  &  Tides. 

Next  to  th'  Third  Heavens  the  Stars  were  his  delight, 

Where's  Contemplation  dwelt  both  day  &  night, 

Soaring  unceartainly  but  now  at  Shoar, 

Whether  Sol  moves  or  Stands  He  doubts  no  more. 

He  that  despis'd  the  things  the  world   admired. 

As  having  Skill  in  rarer  things  acquired, 

The  heav'ns  Interpreter  doth  disappear  ; 
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The  Starrc's  translated  to  his  proper  Sphere. 

What  e're  the  world  may  think  did  Cause  his  death 

Consumption  'twas  not  Cupid,  Stopt  his  breath. 

The  Heav'ns  which  God's  glory  doe  discover, 

Have  lost  their  constant  Friend  &  instant  Lover 

Like  Atlas,  he  help't  bear  up  that  rare  Art 

Astronomy  ;  &  always  took  his  part : 

Most  happy  Soul  who  didst  not  there  Sit  down 

But  didst  make  after  an  eternal  Crown 

Sage  Archimede  !     Second  Bezaleell 

Oh  how  didst  thou  in  Curious  works  excell ! 


Thine  Art  &  Skill  deserve  to  See  the  Press, 
And  be  Composed  in  a  Printers  dress. 
Thy  Name  is  worthy  for  to  be  enroll' d 
In  Printed  Letters  of  the  choicest  Gold 
Thy  Death  to  five  foretold  Eclipses  Sad, 
A  great  one,  unforetold  doth  Superad, 
Successive  to  that  Strange  ^Ethereal  Blaze, 
Whereon  thou  didst  so  oft  astonish'd,  gaze  ; 
Which  daily  gives  the  world  such  fatal  blows  : 
Still  whats  to  come  we  dread  ;  God  only  knows. 
Thy  Body  which  no  activeness  did  lack 
Now's  laid  aside  like  an  old  Almanack 
But  for  the  present  ouly's  out  of  date  ; 
Twil  have  at  length  a  far  more  active  state. 
Yea,  though  with  dust  thy  body  Soiled  be, 
Yet  at  the  Resurrection  we  Shall  See 
A  fair  Edition  &■  of  matchless  worth, 
Free  from  Errata,  new  in  Ileav'n  set  forth  : 
Tis  but  a  word  from  God  the  great  Creatour, 
It  Shall  be  Done  when  he  saith  IMPRIMATUR. 

Semoestus  cecinit 

Joseph  Capen. 
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The  Cradle  of  the  Averill  Family. 

By  S.  Gertrude  Bradstreet. 

As  we  stand  here  today  and  glance  the  foundation  of  the  college,  a    eel- 

over   the    deserted     prospect,     over  lar  whose  firm,    strong  wall    mai 

pasture  and   woodland,    imagination  the   location     of     no    unpretentious 

is  hardly  strong   enough   to    picture  dwelling    place.      A    short    distanci 

this  locality   as  the   one-time    centre  from  here,    near    the    highway   over  I 

of  a  thriving,  prosperous  community  ;  which  we   have  just  come,    may   bo 

and  were  it  not  for  the  unmistakable  seen  a  cellar  which  marks  the  site  of  . 

evidences  of   habitation   which    con-  the  home  of   William  Averill,  a  car- 

front  us,  we  could  easily  believe  that  penter  by  trade,  the  first  of  the  name 

the  spot  still  keeps  its ''forest    prim-  to   come     to    Topsfield.       Here     bo 

eval",  a  place    sacred  to  nature    and  dwelt  with  his  wife  and  eleven    chil- 

to   God.        ''The    murmuring    pines  dren,    whose     names     [    find    to    be 

and  hemlocks"  still  crown  the    hills,  William,     John,      Nathaniel.      Job, 

where   the    woodman's    axe,  now    a  Ebenezer,    Thomas,     Paul,    Isaack, 

frequent   sound,    might  for  the    first  Hannah,  Abigail    and    Mary,    nearly 

time  fell  the   giants   of  the  forest   to  all  of  whom  are   represented  in   our 

the  ground.  But  a  little  research  town  today  by  their  descendants. 
proves  that  this  seeming  primitiveness       I  have  not    been   able  to  ascertain 

is  false,  and  that  at  a   comparatively  when    said    William    first    came    to 

short  period  ago  the  same  sun   which  Topsfield   but     think    ii    must    have 

shines  above  us    today   o'erlookcd  a  been  in  the  vicinity  of  1662,  for  I 

very  different  scene.     Here,  by  com-  that  time  until  1(>S9    he    was  promi- 

mon  consent,  we  must  agree  that  the  nent  in  town  affairs  and    held    many 

first   dwellers   of    our    village   made  town  oflices.     1  also   find    the  names 

their   early    abode.      This    evidently  of  his  sons  John.  Nathaniel,  Job  and  . 

was  the  centre  of  the  settlement,  for  Ebenezer  in  the  early    records  of  our  i 

here    lived    and    worked    those    who  town  from  lGi'iMo  1727,  having  lilie.t 

plied   the    trades   of    carpenter   and  the  offices    of   selectman,  constable, 

wheelwright,    those    men    who  were  surveyor,  fence  viewer,  juryman  and 

conspicuous    in     town     affairs,    and  tithingman  and    also    that  of   school 

those  whose   broader  education  plac-  master. 

eel  them  in  a  slightly  higher  rank  In  March  ye  1st,  1711,  the  select- 
than  the  others,  giving  to  the  locality  men  agreed  with  William  Averill 
the  name  of  "'The  Colleges",  a  title  jun.,  "to  sweep  ye  meeting  house  and 
which  has  descended  through  the  to  be  paid  18  shillings  a  year  for  his 
years  to  our  own  time.  I  remember  pains,"  and  he  was  to  have  the  meet- 
that  in  my  childhood  days  I  gave  it  ing  house  key  delivered  to  him. 
its  literal  interpretation,  and  gazed  They  also  granted  unto  said  William 
with  awe  and  wonder  into  the  partic-  "hail'  an  acre  of  land  somewhere 
ular  cellar  which    I  had   selected    as  where  ve  committee    shall  be  ordered 
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to  lay  it  out  for  him  ye  s'd  Averill 
during  his  and  his  wife's  life  time, 
and  s'd  Win  Averill'  is  hereby  obliged 
to  sweep  ye  meeting  house  and  dig 
graves  and  to  be  paid  for  his  work." 
More  than  200  years  ago  this  land, 
a  part  of  the  original  grant  of  Simon 
Bradstreet,  was  deeded  by  him  to 
John  and  Nathaniel  Averill,  sons  of 
William  Averill.  This  deed  given 
by  Simon  Bradstreet  of  Boston  to 
John  Averill,  planter,  and  Nathauiel 
Averill  carpenter,  both  of  Topf field, 
was  dated  Feb.  1st,  1692,  "for  and 
in  consideration  of  250  lbs.  current 
money  of  New  England  conveyed  to 
them  200  acres  of  land  situate  in  the 
Township  of  s'd  Topsfield  in  the 
present  tenure  and  occupation  of 
John  Hawkins  being  betwixt  two 
brooks  there,  the  one  commonly 
called  and  known  by  the  name  of 
Howlets  Brook,  and  the  other  Mile 
Brook  ;  also,  on  lot  of  out-land  lying- 
in  the  2nd  division  lots  on  the  south 
side  of  Ipswich  river  as  laid  out  by 
the  lot  layers  of  s'd  Town.  The  1st 
Lot  was  in  two  parcels  bounded  as 
follows  :-—One  part  by  the  lands  of 
Wm  Howlet  on  the  north  and  north- 
east, by  the  lands  of  Tobiah  Perkins, 
Daniel  Barman  and  John  French  on 
the  north-west,  by  Mile  Brook  on  the 
south  and  south-west,  by  the  Hassa- 
kie  meadow,  so  called,  and  the  mead- 
ow of  Wm  Howlet  on  the  south  and 
south-east.  The  other  part  or  parcel 
was  bounded  on  the  north  by  land  of 
Wm  Howlet  and  the  Ilassakie  mead- 
ow, so  called,  on  the  west,  Mile 
Brook  on  the  south,  till  it  comes  to 
Ipswich  River,  and  hath  s'd  river  on 
the  oust.  The  Lot  south  of  the  river 
was  bounded  by  the  Lot  of  Daniel 
Clark  on   the   one   side  and  the    Lot 


of    Jacob    Towne     on     the     other. 

These,  together  with  all  houses, 
outhousing,  edifices,  buildings,  fences, 
orchard,  fruit  trees,  lumber,  under- 
wood and  stones,  lying,  standing  or 
growing  upon  s'd  lauds  or  any  part 
or  parcel  thereof,  commonages,  herb- 
age, feedings,  profits,  privileges, 
hereditments  and  appurtances,  what- 
soever thereto  belonging." 

This  would  indicate  that  there 
must  have  been  a  settlement  here 
previous  even  to  its  possession  and 
occupation  by  the  Averills.  Dwelling 
places,  public  buildings  and  farms  of 
early  pioneers  may  have  formed  a 
colony,  whose  origin  and  existence 
are  alike  forgotten, — hidden  by  the 
misty  curtain  of  the  past.  If  we 
could  but  push  it  aside  aud  but  for  a 
brief  space  look  back  upon  the  real- 
ities of  those  distant  years,  verifying 
what  must  now  remain  a  mere  suppo- 
sition. The  original  deed  is  still  in 
the  possession  of  one  of  the  present 
owners.  More  than  140  acres  of  the 
land  given  by  the  deed  are  still  held 
by  the  Averills,  a  large  part  never 
having  been  out  of  the  name. 

There  are  in  this  vicinity  several 
cellars  which  mark  the  location  ol 
the  homes  of  different  members  of 
the  Averill  family.  Like  nearly  all 
old  houses  these  were  built  to  face 
the  south.  A  lovelier  spot  than  the 
one  around  us  would  be  hard  to  im- 
agine, and  could  we  revive  the  image 
of  those  early  homes  surrounded  by 
the  verdant  foliage  of  more  than  200 
years  ag°i  we  would  certainly  agree 
that  those  early  settlers  chose  their 
homes  with  regard  to  beauty  us  well 
as   comfort. 

Of  the  early  occupants  1  have  been 
able  to  trace  but    little   ami  that  was 
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imperfectly.  The  first  cellar  we 
shall  come  to  after  leaving  the  high- 
way, the  house  of  which  was  stand- 
ing until  a  very  recent  date,  was 
owned  and  occupied  by  Joseph  and 
Luke  Averill,  brothers  and  sons  of 
Isaac  Averill.  Afterwards  the  part 
owned  by  Joseph  or  "neighbor  Joe," 
as  he  was  familiarly  known,  was  pur- 
chased by  John  Blaisdell,  whose 
mother  was  an  Averill,  and  that 
owned  by  Luke  became  the  property 
of  his  son.  This  house  was  the 
second  one  built  on  the  same  cellar 
and  was  burned  to  the  groimd  in  the 
spring  of  1890.  The  cellar  located 
near  by,  in  the  locusts,  is  the  best 
preserved  of  any  and  is  known  as  the 
Daniel  Averill  place  and  here  in 
1769  was  born  Solomon  Averill,  the 
grandfather  of  the  present  ownci. 
He  afterwards  lived  in  the  house 
which  was  situated  on  the  brow  of 
the  hill  near  the  gateway.  Here 
was  also  the  workshop  of  the  cabinet 
makers.  Several  articles  of  furni- 
ture manufactured  by  them,  including 
a  desk,  light-stand  bureau,  and  some 
chairs,  are  today  in  the  possession  of 
some  of  their  descendants,  also  a  part 
of  a  violin  made  here  and  used  in  the 
old  meeting  house.  This  industry 
must  have  been  quite  extensive,  as  I 
have  been  informed  that  more  than 
thirty  apprentices  were  employed 
here  at  one  {time.  Opposite  this  was 
the  house  of  Jacob  Averill,  who 
descended  from  Nathaniel  1st,  and 
nearby  is  the  ancient  well,  which 
appears  to  be  in  a  good  state  of  pres- 
ervation. This  house  was  taken 
down  and  moved  to  the  village, 
where  it  now  forms  the  home  of  Mrs. 
derrick  on  High  street.  Farther  on, 
near  the  brook,  we  come  to   another 


cellar.  This  is  called  the  Nathaniel 
Averill  place  and  is  also  the  location 
of  the  wheelwright  shop.  One  of  the 
first  pair  of  wheels  built  there  came 
into  'my  grandfather's  possession, 
having  been  built  for  chaise  wheels, 
afterwards  used  by  my  father  for 
cart  wheels.  We  find  the  next  occu- 
pant of  this  house  to  be  Moses  Av- 
erill, son  of  Nathaniel,  and  later  it 
was  occupied  by  Mehitable  Averill, 
the  wife  of  Silas  Beckford  and 
daughter  of  Daniel  Averill.  She  mov- 
ed from  there  to  the  little  cottage  by 
the  mill.  It  seems  strange  that  no 
other  names  are  given  but  it  must 
have  been  a  colony  of  Averills,  and 
among  them  were  men  usef  ul'in  church 
and  active  in  town  affairs,  school 
teachers,  a  civil  engineer,  and  we 
have  also  heard  of  one  skilled  in  verse- 
making  and  fortune-telling.  Indeed 
in  examining  the  wills  of  some  of 
the  Averill  forefathers  one  learns 
that  they  were  persons  likely  to  hold 
and  fill  important  plaees,  men  of  no 
common  rank  and  worth. 

A  little  farther  on  we  come  to  Mile 
Brook,  the  boundary  Hue  of  the  Av- 
erill tract  and  upon  this  brook  was 
built  the  saw  mill.  The  actual  date 
of  its  erection  I  have  been  unable  to 
determine,  but  think  it  must  have 
been  soon  after  the  land  came  into 
possession  of  John  and  Nathaniel 
Averill.  The  first  authentic  mention 
of  it  I  find  in  the  will  of  Nathaniel 
Averill  who  bequeathed  his  "half  ot* 
ye  saw  mill"  to  his  three  sons,  Nath- 
aniel, Jacob  and  Jeremiah.  It  was 
afterwards  owned  by  Jacob,  then  by 
his  sou  Moses,  who  rebuilt  and 
worked  it.  Later  it  became  the 
property  of  Daniel,  who  sold  it  in 
1835  to'  Porter   Bradstreet.     This  is 
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the  first  time  it  passed  out  of  the 
Averill  name.  It  was  worked  by 
him  until  his  death,  1849,  and  then 
became  the  property  of  Nehemiah 
Perkins,  who  repaired  it  and  added 
a  new  wheel.  In  the  settlement  of 
his  estate  it  became  the  property  of 
his  son,  the  late  Austin  Perkins,  who 
ran  it  for  many  years.  Ou  the  night 
of  Feb.  22,  1891  it  was  burned, 
perhaps  by  the  same  hand  which  a 
few  months  later  burned  the  Blais- 
dell  house,  so  called,  to  the  ground. 
The  saw  which  was  in  the  mill  at  the 
time  it  was  burned  was  one  which 
had  lain  in  the  attic  of  the  house  of 
the  late  Benj.  Towne  45  years  and 
was  taken  from  the  Peabody  mill  in 
1842.  It  still  exists  and  is  of  inter- 
est because  of  its  connection  with 
both  mills. 

The  old  house,  whose  ruins  may  be 
seen  near  the  mill,  was  one  which 
was  brought  from  the  west  part  of 
the  town  by  kind  hearted  neighbors 
and  placed  upon  a  small  plot  of  land 
staked  out  from  the  neighboring  pas- 
ture, and  here  lived  Mehitable  Aver- 
ill-  Beckford  and  later  her  son  Samuel, 
his  wife,  who  was  also  an  Averill, 
and  their  two  children.  Many  of 
my  listeners  are  familiar  with  the 
lives  and  characteristics  of  these 
later  occupants    and    together   with 


the  cottage,  the  mill  and  its  surround- 
ings will  ever  form  one  of  the  bright- 
est, dearest  pictures  on  "memories' 
wall."  Those  who  never  frequented 
the  place  cannot  appreciate  the  quaint 
charms  it  holds  for  us,  who  have  sat 
in  the  little  house  listening  to  the 
good  woman's  stories  of  other  days, 
and  when  the  infirmities  of  age  ap- 
proached, heard  her  complaints  and 
songht  to  administer  relief  or  stood 
under  the  fragrant  lilacs  while  she 
called  the  birds  to  feed  near  her, 
walked  through  the  tiny  garden  and 
inhaled  the  sweet  scent  of  spicy 
piuks,  the  balm  and  thyme,  and  the 
rich,  old  damask  roses,  heavy  with 
sweetness  and  then  crossing  the  mill 
yard  and  on  under  the  willows  to  the 
waste  way,  where,  if  the  water  was 
high,  we  had  a  view  of  a  miniature 
cataract.  We  can  not  help  a  feeling 
of  loneliness  and  regret  as  we  pa^s 
through  these  familiar  ways.  May 
we  hope  and  trust  that  their  memory 
at  least  will  survive  in  the  minds  of 
our  townspeople,  and  that  some  fu- 
ture historian  will  be  able  to  give  a 
complete  and  more  perfect  account 
than  I  have  been  able  to  do. 

[A  paper  read  before  the  TopsQeld  His- 
torical Society  at  a  fleld  meeting  held 
Jane  18,  1896,— Ed.] 
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Clmrie©     H.     Holmes, 

LAWYER  AND  POET. 
By  Fkanllin  Balch. 


Intention  is  not  an  attribute  of 
reputation.  Our  life  is  what  we  make 
it.  Reputation  is  what  people  thick 
of  us,  and  the  biography  of  a  person 
is  in  absolute  control  of  the  author, 
who  adapts  his  work  to  the  reader 
who  will  pay  the  highest  pnee. 

The  exception  to  this  rule  may  be 
found  in  the  author  whose  object  is 
for  the  higher  consideration — to  per- 
petuate to  the  memory  whatever 
there  is  of  value  and  interest  in  our 
local  history  of  by-gone-days. 

Four  score  and  six  years  ago 
next  Dec.  1st,  1896,  there  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Alfred,  York  Co., 
Maine,  the  second  son  of  Mr.  John 
and  Sarah  Ann  (Brooks)  Holmes. 

John  Holmes  was  born    in    Kimis- 


ton,  Plymouth  Co., 


March  28, 


1773,  was  graduated  from  Brown 
University,  1796,  admitted  to  the  bar 
1799,  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Mass.  legislature  and  U.  S.  Senate. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  active  mem- 
bers of  the  convention  and  chairman 
of  the  committee. that  framed  the  con- 
stitution of  the  state  of  Maine,  and 
for  many  years  was  a  trustee  of 
Bowdoin  College.  He  died  in  Port- 
land in  1843,  July  7th. 

After  graduating  from  Brown  Uni- 
versity John  Holmes,  influenced  by 
the  apparent  advantage  of  practicing 
law  among  the  advance  guard  of  civ- 
ilization, left  his  home  in  south  east- 
ern Massachusetts,  and  opened  a  law 
ollice  at  Alfred,  Maine. 

Immense  ascendency  and  unbound- 


ed activity  won  for  himself  universal 
esteem  and  in  1820  when  this  part  of 
Massachusetts  had  come  to  be  the 
state  of  Maine,  Mr.  John  Holmes 
was  called  upon  to  represent  his  state 
in  the  U.  S.  Senate,  where  he  was 
kuown  as  the  first  Maine  Senator. 
By  this  title  he  is  best  known  to  this 
da}7.  His  profound  views  as  a  states- 
man, and  the  commanding  qualities 
of  an  orator,  secured  for  him  in  Con- 
gress the  attention  and  esteem  of  such 
men  as  Thomas  H.  Benton.  Henry 
Clay  and  Levi  Woodbury. 

The  year  1825  found  his  son, 
Charles  Henry  Holmes,  entering 
Bowdoin  College,  Brunswick,  Maiue. 
Two  years  later  he  came  into  Massa- 
chusetts to  complete  his  collegiate  ed- 
ucation, and  entering  Brown  Univer- 
sity, Providence,  was  graduated  Sept. 
2nd,  1829,  among  the  first  in  rank  in 
his  class. 

We  are  told  that  while  in  college 
he  manifested  those  characteristics 
resulting  from  more  than  ordinary 
power  of  application,  and  while  hin- 
dered by  the  intervention  of  romantic 
and  poetic  nature,  he  possessed  such 
powers  of  intellectual  acquisition  as 
are  seldom  observed.  His  standard 
at  Brown  for  his  first  term  was,  '  'at- 
tendance 100,  conduct  100,  scholar- 
ship excellent."  His  expenses  were 
''steward's  bill  S1.G8  per  week,  dam- 
age, breaking  a  pane  of  glass,  2,"> 
cents."  This  report  prows  him  to 
be  an  accomplished  classical  scholar, 
aided  l>v  that  decision  of  conduct  and 
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uprightness  of  character  that  always 
secures  success. 

To  these  transports  of  fame  there 
succeeded  that  phrensy  so  fatal  to 
those  whom  nature  has  allowed  to  be 
the  children  of  great  men.  His  sin- 
cere intentions  and  aspirations  were 
diverted  by  returning  to  the  shadow 
of  his  own  fig-tree,  and  opening  a  law 
office  in  Cornishville,  Maine.  Here 
he  practiced  a  few  years  and  then 
came  again  into  Massachusetts.  He 
was  welcomed  by  Miss  Harriet  J. 
Emerson,  to  whom  he  was  married  in 
a  few  days.  To  the  more  sedate  per- 
son it  may  seem  that  he  overstepped 
the  bounds  of  prudence  in  so  hastily 
concluding  a  matter  of  so  vast  im- 
portance. 

It  appears  that  there  lived  in  Al- 
fred, a  person  by  the  name  of  Joseph 
Emerson.  He  was  well  acquainted 
with  Hon.  John  Holmes,  and  watched 
with  more  than  a  friendly  interest  the 
welfare  and  advancement  of  young 
Charles. 

There  was  born  inTopsfield,  Mass., 
3  years  after  the  birth  of  our  subject, 
a  daughter  to  Mr.  Joseph  and  Lydia 
(Burrell)  Emerson,  who  was  named 
Harriet  Josephene  Emerson.  Being 
the  only  child  of  a  well-to-do  man, 
she  was  prevailed  upon  to  accept  all 
the  opportunities  of  classical  instruc- 
tion that  were  available  in  those  days, 
when  it  was  thought  not  entirely 
proper  for  a  tedy  to  attain  an  ad- 
vanced classical  education. 

We  are  told  that  a  higher  educa- 
tion is  useful  only  to  the  few,  and 
general  ignorance  is  neither  the  great- 
est evil  nor  the  least  to  be  desired  ;  a 
mass  of  ill  digested  information  is 
much  more  dangerous,  and  the  in- 
crease of  knowledge   is  but   an   addi- 


tion to  the  lever  by  which  vice  dis- 
solves the  fabric  of  society.  Not  so 
with  Miss  Emerson.  With  the  ad- 
vance of  her  education  she  rose  to 
that  standard  of  attainment  which  if 
unjustly  used,  to  quote  her  own  words, 
"leads  oue  to  search  into  the.  hidden 
secrets  of  nature  to  obtain  a  knowl- 
edge, alike  useless  and  forbidden, 
that  destroyed  the  harmony  in  Eden, 
and  condemned  all  unborn  genera- 
tions to  the  just  but  most  irksome 
penalty  of  disobedience." 

Public  opinion  considered  Miss 
Emerson  the  most  talented  woman  of 
the  19th  century  in  this  vicinity,  and 
was  it  not  natural  that  as  she  had  a 
cousin,  Mr.  Joseph  Emerson,  living  iu 
Alfred,  an  intimate  friend  of  Hon. 
John  Holmes,  that  the  welfare  and 
advancement  of  "young  Charles," 
should  be  watched  with  more  thau  a 
friendly  interest?  This  interest  was 
communicated  to  Charles  and  Harriet, 
so  that  before  they  had  seen  each 
other   they  virtually  became  engaged. 

There  was  married  at  Topsfield, 
Mass.,  on  the  26th  of  March,  1836, 
C.  11.  Holmes  of  Cornishville,  Maine, 
to  Harriet  J.  Emerson  of  Topsrield. 
This  is  the  substance   of  the   record. 

This  equal  and  loving  alliance 
which  now-a-davs  often  precedes, a  ml 
is  concluded  with  the  marriage  cere- 
mony, seemed  to  invest  her  powerful 
lord  with  the  authority  of  a  parent 
over  a  submissive  pupil.  The  writer 
remembers  the  ''Squire"  in  the  las! 
of  his  life,  six  feet  six  inches  tall,  as 
he  entered  church  on  Sunday  passing 
up  the  aisle  to  the  wing  pew  nearest 
the  pulpit,  and  it  was  with  a  boyish 
interest  and  anxiety  that  1  .<- 
the  end  of  my  father's  pew  and  :. 
the  appearance  of  that    "wonderful 
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tall  man." 

After  marriage,  Mr.  Holmes  made 
his  home  in  Topsfield,  where  he  re- 
mained for  the  last  50  years  of  his 
life.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Holmes 
died  in  1826  and  left  his  house  and 
part  of  his  property  to  his  wife  and 
daughter,  and  at  this  house  Mr. 
Holmes  first  and  last  resided. 

As  the  experience  of  past  faults  is 
seldom  imparted  to  those  who  are 
allured  into  the  same  career  of  folly, 
so  Mr.  Holmes  venture  to  her  home, 
"with  none  of  the  a-la-mode,  show- 
off,  scholastic,  superfluous  manner; 
but  as  a  thorough,  practical  well  doer, 
matter-of-fact-man,  maintaining  his 
character  and  position  without  fear." 

While  Mrs.  Emerson  lived  she  aid- 
ed in  every  way  to  maintain  union 
and  affection  in  the  family.  In  this 
she  succeeded,  but  was  nevertheless 
his  mother-in-law. 

Mr.  Holmes  at  once  assumed  con- 
trol of  his  wife's  property,  she  giv- 
ing him  a  promissory  title  to  her 
share  in  case  of  her  death,  and  began 
farming  in  a  theoretical  sort  of  way. 
He  also  received  a  lawyer's  license 
to  practice  law,  but  most  of  all  he 
practised  the  virtues  of  domestic  life, 
and  to  the  last  may  be  attributed  the 
remarkable  alteration  of  his  charac- 
ter and  conduct.  It  is  said  that  the 
different  characters  that  mark  the 
civilized  nations  of  the  globe  may  be 
ascribed  to  the  use  and  abuse  of  rea- 
son ;  but  we  chink  that  his  effeminate 
luxury,  which  almost  tended  to  in- 
dolence, was  due  to  the  relaxation  of 
discipline  and  was  only  the  ardent 
and  passionate  disposition  manifested 
in  college,  now  bursting  forth  un- 
hindered by  any  high  ambition,  lint 
we  may  suppose    that  he    produced  a 


favorable  impression  among  his 
town's  people  by  his  election  to  the 
General  Court  as  their  representative 
in  1837,  the  following  year  after 
coming  into  town.  At  this  session  he 
was  placed  on  one  of  the  standing 
committees. 

Anything  attendant  to  a  person  of 
prominence  in  starting  on  his  career 
is  of  interest,  and  here  it  is  not  amiss 
to  refer  to  a  letter  written  by  his 
father  to  Charles,  upon  the  advent  of 
his  first  election  to  pnblic  office.  This 
letter  is  also  of  value  as  showing  the 
feelings  and  inspirations  of  one 
of  the  most  prominent  of  men  in 
New  England. 

Thomaston,  Me. 
2nd  Nov.  1837. 

I  have  received  dear  Charles  your 
letter  announcing  your  election  to  the 
legislature  of  Mass.  with  much  pleas- 
ure, but  with  some  solicitude.  It  is 
naturally  flattering  So  no  doubt  grat- 
ifying to  you  that  stranger  almost  as 
you  are.  you  should  have  been  elect- 
ed, &  by  the  influence  of  age  and 
experience,  on  the  other  hand  you 
are,  probably  without  intending  it. 
embarked  on  the  tempestuous  ocean 
of  politics  for  a  lon<r  service.  For 
young  as  you  are  and  ardent  more- 
over it  will  be  a  hard  struggle  to  re- 
turn. The  first  year  will  be  tedious 
and  you  will  resolve  that  it  shall  he 
the  last.  The  election  comes  round, 
and  the  partiality  of  your  friends  and 
all  the  assaults  of  your  euemies  & 
your  prospects  of  promotion  influenc- 
ing a  little  perhaps  will  combine  to 
induce  you  to  stand  for  reelection. 
Before  this  term  shall  expire  you  will 
have  formed  friendships,  contracted 
aliances,  and  l>ecome  enlisted  in 
measures  and  schemes  from    which  it 
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will  be  extremely  difficult  to  be  dis- 
engaged, you  wish  to  be  returned  for 
your  own  sake.  By  some  of  those 
casualties  to  which  public  life  is  ex- 
posed, your  own  imprudence,  treacher- 
ous friends  open  enemies,  any  or  all 
may  defeat  or  postpone  you.  By 
this  time  your  feelings  of  ambition 
and  revenge  will  be  roused.  You 
will  go  back  into  the  ranks  to  strive 
for  promotion  again. 

If  defeated  again,  you  will  more 
than  ever  press  on.  You  may  suc- 
ceed and  continue  to  mount  and  soar 
until  you  will  have  destinguished 
yourself  in  the  great  council  of  the 
nation.  There  you  will  meet  with 
more  resistance,  as  your  station  will 
be  worth  competition.  Suppose  you 
defeat  them  all  still  how  much  sacri- 
fice of  true  wealth,  principle,  peace  & 
domestic  iudearment  must  have  been 
sacrificed. 

All  this  you  will  now  say  is  crying 
"sour  grapes  !"  Be  it  so  ! — And  al- 
though I  think  my  grapes  have  not 
been  very  sour  still  I  am  willing  you 
should  consider  these  remarks  as  the 
result  of  at  least  superannuated  pru- 
dance,  so  no  more  of  this,  and  if  tak- 
ing the  case  as  it  is  allow  me  to  sug- 
gest some  few  monitions  which  may 
serve  you  in  your  new  career.  Your 
talents  will  not  be  hid.  Your  rela- 
tionship to  one  who  has  been  so  long 
and  so  much  the  object  of  public  ob- 
servation and  animadversion,  will 
point  you  out  as  an  object  of  curios- 
ity «fc  criticism. 

As  theiv.  is  a  propensity  among 
men  and  associate  bodies  of  men,  to 
measure  in  some  sense  the  one  by  the 
other,  more  may  be  expected  from 
you  than  from  other  new  members, 
some  too  may  suppose  that    your  op- 


portunities for  political  information 
have  been  greater  than  other  young 
men.  Now  all  this  consideration 
may  raise  expectation  which  may  not 
be  realized. 

A  little  caution  at  first  will  there- 
fore be  iudespensible  to  prevent  dis- 
apointment.  Be  slow  then  in  coming 
out,  otherwise  you  might  speak  your- 
self out  before  you  get  in.  Never 
speak  on  any  subject  till  you  are 
fully  prepared.  Prepared  or  not 
don't  speak  often — never  begin  to 
speak  till  you  have  something  to  say 
and  always  leave  off  when  you  are 
done. 

Never  speak  or  think  meanly  of 
your  adversary.  A  good  natured  hit 
may  do  very  well  but  a  well  timed 
compliment  much  better.  While  you 
should  never  surrender  principle  you 
should  never  triumph  over  a  fallen 
adversary. 

Study  weli,  and  methodically. 
Your  chief  fault  is  a  desultory  mode, 
here  a  little  and  there  a  little  without 
a  certain  perspicuous  method,  and 
when  once  established  it  will  be  of 
incalculable  advantage.  If  defeated 
and  mortified  never  pine  nor  be  dis- 
couraged. 

I  have  known  the  first  essay  of  a 
young  man  to  be  an  entire  failure  & 
yet  there  was  remaining  a  recu itera- 
tive energy  which  overcame  and 
triumphed  at  last. 

In  all  cases  be  honest  in  your 
opinion,  especially  appear  to  be  s.«. 
If  you  seem  to  lack  confidence  in 
your  cause  you  will  surely  fail  to 
convince. 

I  am  truly  yours. 

j.  Holmes. 

One  session  of  legislative  life  end- 
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ed  Mr.  Holmes'  political  career  and 
in  the  spring  of  1838  he  returned  to 
private  life  and  began  to  till  his 
farm,  and  settle  estates  or  any  other 
business  of  a  lawyer.  But  the  ab- 
sence of  a  large  town  and  the  peace- 
able, even  tenor  of  the  ways  of  the 
people  in  his  vicinity,  gave  little  im- 
ployment  in  the  legal  line  of  his  pro- 
fession. 

Connected  as  he  was  by  marriage 
with  so  estimable  and  talented  a  wo- 
man, we  may  learn  of  her  influence 
and  his  character  by  her  journals  so 
far  as  they  pertain  to  the  surround- 
ing home.  In  this  journal  which  she 
carefully  kept  for  years,  we  find 
these  words : 

Jan.  1,  1835.  "I  have  felt  sad  all 
day.  This  morning  Charles  received 
the  melanchoily  news  of  bis  brother's 
dangerous  illness  and  he  left  for 
Alfred  this  afternoon.  It  was  sad 
tidings  for  a  New  Year's  news.  O 
how  much  I  feel  his  absence.  The 
man  who  took  him  to  the  cars  has 
not  yet  returned.  God  forbid  any 
accident. 

Jan.  10,  1835.  "Charles  sent 
word  after  tea  that  he  should  pass 
the  evening  away,  having  some  busi- 
ness of  importance  to  attend  to,  and 
that  he  should  not  return  till  late.  It 
is  now  almost  eleven  and  he  has  not 
come.  It  is  a  very  unusual  thing  for 
him  to  pass  an  evening  away  from 
our  dear  and  festive  fireside.  I  will 
go  to  bed  as  it  is  so  late  and  not 
wait  for  him  any  longer. 

Jan.  11,  1835.  ikl  went  to  bed 
last  evening  or  rather  night,  about 
midnight  and  before  I  went  to  sleep 
Charles  returned.  Ho  did  not  let  me 
know  whore  lie  was  going  for  fear  it 
would  trouble  me  but  sent  mo  such   a 


message  as  would  lead  me  to  imag- 
ine, as  I  did  that  he  had  gone  to  at- 
tend to  some  law  business,  but  when 
he  came  back  he  told  me  the  cause 
of  his  absence.  John  Towle  had 
been  missing  ever  since  ten  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon,  and  it  was  supposed 
that  he  had  lost  his  way  goins:  home, 
and  had  wandered  into  Wen  ham 
swamp.  Several  people  had  been 
looking  for  him  all  the  afternoon  and 
had  returned  entirely  discouraged, 
and  maintained  that  every  effort  to 
find  him  that  night  would  be  in  vain, 
but  Mr.  Holmes  told  them  that  if  he 
was  fouud  alive  he  must  bo  found 
that  night.  He  took  two  men  in  his 
sleigh  and  several  other  sleighs  ac- 
companied him  and  they  drove  as 
fast  as  possible  to  Won  ham.  This 
was  about  6  P.  M.  The  men  at 
Wenham  were  very  kind  and  joined 
in  the  search.  A  party  of  25  men 
entered  the  swamp.  Charles  formed 
them  into  five  different  parties  each 
with  a  guide  and  a  lantern,  and  tak- 
ing separate  directions  the  search 
was  began.  One  hurrah  was  to  de- 
clare that  their  object  was  accom- 
plished and  two  hurrahs  to  bring  them 
to-gether.  About  10  o'clock  :i  loud 
shout  was  heard.  The  poor  fellow 
was  fouud  leaning  with  folded  arms 
against  a  tree  entirely  exhausted,  for 
he  had  been  travelling  in  that  labv- 
rinthan  swamp  all  day.  He  was  still 
with  cold  and  would  surely  have 
frozen  to  death  before  morning.  He 
was  taken  to  a  house  near  and  every- 
thing done  for  his  comfort  and  may 
God  bless  the  people  of  Wenham  for 
their  true  kindness,  and  each  of  those 
25  men  last  night  sought  their  pillows 
with  the  happiness  that  ever  follows 
a  kind  action." 
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After  tea  years  of  happy  married 
life,  as  all  reports  combine  to  show, 
Mrs.  Holmes  became  ill.  For  the 
last  four  years  of  her  life  there  are 
numerous  *4I  have  just  recovered 
from  a  severe  attack  of  illness,"  to 
be  found  in  her  journals  and  she  was 
unable  to  cave  for  herself  for  a  long 
time  before  her  death,  which  occurred 
Sept.  17,  1349,  aged  36  years,  7 
months,  25  days.  She  died  not  in 
the  fullness  of  years,  but  endowed 
with  intellectual  genius  borne  far  in 
advance  of  her  age  by  deep  thought, 
patient  investigation  and  ever  atten- 
tive research. 

The  dignity  of  virtue  and  the 
charms  of  beauty  no  more  could  cull 
or  restrain  the  adventurous  dispo- 
sition of  Mr.  Holmes.  He  let  his 
house  and  hoarded  at  various  places 
about  town,  passing  his  leisure  time 
in  a  variety  of  adventures  that  would 
puss  for  fabulous  if  they  had  not 
occurred  in  real  life.  He  served  on 
the  school  board  for  the  years  1856, 
1864,  and  1866,  always  acting  as 
chairman.  The  following  extracts 
from  his  school  reports  are  interest- 
ing : 

"My  relations  with  the  schools  of 
Topsfield  have  been  peculiarly  grate- 
ful the  past  year.  With  no  personal 
paternity  myself,  the  affectionate 
yearnings  of  my  nature  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  children  of  my  care, 
who  became  sons  and  daughters  by 
adoption,  looking  up  to  me  as  their 
great  supervising  father." 

"Miss  Anna  C.  D.  Holmes,  of 
Ipswich,  who  although  considered  a 
competent  teacher,  did  not  exactly 
BUit  the  'city'  people,  who,  nurtured 
in  the  school  of  republican  freedom, 
could  ill   brook    the    stern    discipline 


and  unfamiliar  indignities  perpetrat- 
ed on  kthem  and  theirs', — but  one, 
and  then  another,  till  the  whole  popu- 
lation en  masse,  little  and  big,  man, 
woman  and  child,  whispered,  murmur- 
ed, threatened,  denounced  and  at 
last  rising  like  a  volcano,  burst  with 
fiery  indignation  into  open  rebellion, 
kicking  up  a  great  dust  in  all  the 
region  round  about.  So  frantically 
intense  was  the  convulsion  that  the 
very  animals  and  even  the  elements 
conspired  in  sympathetic  expressive- 
ness. The  geese,  whose  ancestors 
saved  Rome,  with  conscious  politi- 
cal importance,  loudly  vociferated, 
quack  !  quack  !  quack  !  The  turkey, 
that  true  native  American  with  indi- 
genous consequential  pride,  gobbled 
about  calamities  of  foreign  participa- 
tion. The  sheep,  aroused  from  their 
quietude  by  the  passing  events, 
looking  askance,  gave  a  contemptu- 
ous bah !  The  horse  indicated  his 
course  by  a  racy,  yet  positive 
neigh.  Chanticleer,  crested  and 
spurred,  and  red  with  ire,  from  an 
eminence  blew  his  clarion  note  of 
defiance  ;  and  the  dog  and  cat,  fra- 
ternizing in  the  common  cause, 
duetted  a  caterwauling  howl  of 
execration.  The  bellicose  bull 
•tossed  a  horn'  to  the  success  of  the 
enterprise,  while  the  pacific  guinea 
hen  in  the  spirit  of  true  kindliness 
cried  out  earnestly,  go  back !  go 
back  !  go  back  !  Nor  these  alone, 
for  Trinity  River  itself,  that  evan- 
gelical stream,  swollen  with  rage, 
bursting  forth  m  a  torrent  of  wrath- 
ful outpouring,  whirled  and  boiled. 
and  eddied  in  irascible  frothings, 
threatening  the  City  mole  of  'Long 
wharf  with  demolition.  To  appease 
the  tutelar  Deitv     of    the    City,    and 
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relieve  it  from  such  an  impending 
visitation,  it  was  judged  expedient 
to  throw  the  mistress  over-board, 
Jonah-like,  where  upon  a  great  calm 
ensued." 

In  1859  there  was  visiting  in  town 
at  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Perley's  on  High 
street,  Miss  Abbie  Webster  of 
Wood's  Holl,  Barnstable  County. 
Hither  Mr.  Holmes  was  wont  to  go. 
He  went  with  more  than  ordinary 
regularity  to  see  Miss  Webster,  but 
great  as  were  his  talents,  sincere  his 
intentions,  and  unbending  his  prob- 
ity, he  was  unable  to  carry  into  effect 
the  conjunction  which  he  so  anxious- 
ly strove  to  produce.  Mr.  Holmes 
came  home  one  day  from  visiting  at 
her  home  after  they  had  become 
engaged  and  said  to  Miss  Welch,  his 
housekeeper,  "Miss  Webster  and  I 
are  done.  She  wanted  me  to  give 
her  my  place  before  she  would  marry 
me,  and  I  told  her  I  wouldn't  and 
we  are  done." 

A  man  in  love  is  generally  inac- 
cessible to  argument,  and  he  can 
only  avert  it  by  pursuing  some  new 
object  attractive  both  to  himself  and 
to  his  friends.  But  there  is  some- 
thing in  courage  which  commands 
respect  even  amid  the  bitterness  of 
faction.  Segur  says,  that  peace  is 
the  dream  of  the  wise ;  war  is  the 
history  of  man.  Youth  listens  with- 
out attention  to  those  who  seek  to 
lead  it  by  the  paths  of  reason  to  hap- 
piness, and  rushes  with  irresistible 
violence  into  the  arms  of  the  phan- 
tom which  lures  it  by  the  light  of 
glory  to  destruction. 

Mr.  Holmes  was  an  active  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church  in 
Topstield,  having  been  admitted  Nov. 
6,  1853. 


The  Civil  War  began  in  1861,  and 
Mr.  Holmes  was  very  active  in 
recruiting  troops  to  enter  the  Federal 
army.  While  he  was  nearly  ten 
years  in  advance  of  the  age  to  be 
drafted,  he  did  enter  the  army  in  the 
spring  of  1864,  and  remained  during 
that  summer,  being  honored  with  a 
lieutenant's  commission. 

"He  was  so  tall  that  it  was  deemed 
expedient  to  keep  him  from  the 
front,  so  he  was  stationed  at  Bos- 
ton and  other  places  as  a  recruiting 
officer,  which  duty  he  faithfully 
attended  to  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  department." — Salem  Mercury. 

"The  tallest  man  in  the  British 
army  is  Corporal  Maffit,  who  stands 
six  feet  seven  and  a  half  inches. 
That  is  one  inch  shorter  than  Lieut. 
Holmes  of  Topsfield,  who  has  been 
in  our  army." — Boston  Daily  Ad- 
vertiser. 

On  his  return  home  he  went  to  live 
where  he  first  had  lived  after  being 
married,  in  what  is  now  the  Congra- 
gational  parsonage,  and  cared  for 
the  land  now  known  as  the  k- Holmes 
property."  He  owned  a  meadow 
located  "over  the  river"  in  the  ex- 
treme eastern  part  of  the  town.  It 
was  at  the  time  when  horseless 
wagons  were  in  common  use.  The 
hay  must  be  brought  across  the  river 
and  the  oxen  as  they  entered  the 
water  had  been  inclined  to  stop, 
where  upon  it  is  said  Mr.  Holmes 
"hollered  at  them  with  such  power 
that  the  vibration  of  the  sound  in  the 
air  struck  the  river  with  such  force 
as  to  divide  the  water  and  his  oxen 
and  wagon  were  wont  to  go  over  on 
dry  land." 

In  1ST .">  he  made  his  will,  giving 
$600  to  the   Congregational    Church 
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as  a  fund  and  the  remaining  value  of 
his  estate  to  the  Sisters  of  Charity  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  styled 
the  Sisters  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul. 
This  latter  bequest  was  made  out  of 
respect  to  the  memory  and  wishes  of 
his  wife,  who  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Mr. 
Holmes  had  identified  himself  with 
the  Congregational  Church  after  com- 
ing to  this  town,  and  for  a  long  time 
had  given  the  sum  of  $25  per  annum 
for  the  support  of  the  gospel.  By 
his  will  this  gift  was  made  perpetual. 

It  is  singular  and  perhaps  highly 
gatifying  to  observe  the  ardent  en- 
thusiasm manifested  at  tirst  by  only 
a  "few  members  of  the  church  to  avail 
themselves  of  Mr.  Holmes'  house  as 
a  parsonage.  The  70th  annual 
return  of  a  day  dearer  to  none  than 
himself  had  already  vanished  and 
soon  Mr.  Holmes  would  leave  his 
house  forever. 

One  afternoon  two  ladies  might 
have  been  seen  looking  from  the 
front  end  window  of  our  Town  hall. 
For  want  of  other  topics  one  of  them 
remarked,  "What  a  nice  place  that 
would  be  for  a  parsonage/'  The 
parish  had  already  been  negotiating 
for  a  parsonage  but  no  one  had  men- 
tioned this  house.  The  idea  spread 
rapidly  ;  a  paper  was  circulated  and 
money  pledged  for  Mr.  Holmes' 
house.  A  meeting  was  held  where 
the  maxim  that  measures  calculated 
for  the  benefit  of  future  ages  are 
hardly  ever  agreeable  for  all  persons 
in  the  present,    was  clearly  manifest. 

There  were  many  propositions 
suggested  and  other  places  proposed, 
one  of  which  was  only  defeated  by 
the  moderator's  deciding  vote.  It 
was  remarkable  to   observe  the  vehe- 


ment contention  that  arose  upon  the 
question  of  purchasing  the  present 
parsonage.  It  surely  was  not  a 
question  of  price.  The  result  which 
followed  was  most  pleasant.  Each 
one  joined  to  make  it  a  parsonage 
claimed  by  every  one.  The  papers 
were  drawn  ;  conditions  settled,  and 
that  was  all. 

Mr.  Holmes  passed  away  ere  the 
house  had  been  used  for  the  purpose 
intended.  He  died  Wednesday  even- 
ing. July  14,  1886,  aged  74  years, 
8  months,  14days.  The  funeral  was 
held  the  following  Saturday  at  the 
house. 

The  following  notice  of  his  death 
appeared  in  Salem  Mercury  : 

"The  Tallest  Man  is  New  Eng- 
land Dead  in  Topsfield. 
Charles  H.  Holmes,  Esq.,  of  Tops- 
field,  well  and  favorably  known 
thoroughout  Essex  County,  died  at 
his  home  in  Topsfield  at  1 1  o'clock 
last  Wednesday  night.  He  had  been 
sick  for  several  months.  Some  time 
ago  he  sustained  serious  injuries  by 
being  thrown  from  a  wagon  and  last 
week  was  slightly  sun  struck,  which 
doubtless  hastened  his  death.  For 
years  he  was  a  contributor  to  the 
press,  his  productions  in  the  main 
being  of  a  poetical  character.  He 
was  a  widower,  his  wife  having  died 
many  years  before.  He  was  held  in 
high  esteem  by  his  townsmen,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church." 

His  practice  at  the  bar,  though 
limited,  manifested  knowledge  of  the 
law.  His  ability  far  excelled  his 
judgment,  but  his  energy  of  charac- 
ter iias  unquestionably  left  an  influ- 
ence in  the  history  of  this  town.     In 
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force   of     expression    and    sarcastic  tion  nor  directed  toward  objects  per- 

power  he  was  paramount  among   his  manent  or  compatible  with  his  higher 

contemporaries,    but  his   intelligsnce  education, 
was  not   appropriated     with   discre- 
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Poems 

By  C.   H.   Holmes. 
THE   AMERICAN  FLAG. 
Written  for  a  Fourth  of  July  celebration  in  1801 

Flag  of  my  country,  hail,  all  bail  ! 
As  floats  thy  ensign  to  the  gale, 
Thy  star-lit  blue,    thy  unique  stripes. 
Our  Union  and  redemption  types — 
All  hail,  I  say,  all  hail  to  thee. 
Palladium  of  our  Liberty  ! 

How  swells  the  heart,  how  beams  the  eye, 

As  we  recall  a  scene  gone  by ; 

When,  first  had  dawned  our  nation's  sun — 

Our  Independence  iirst  was  won  — 

A  conqueror  thou  in  Freedom's  war, 

And  drawn  in  Mars'  triumphal  car — 

On  that  glad  day  we  celebrate 

The  great  epochal  of  our  fate, 

Which  all  our  thronging  memories  fix 

At  July  Fourth,  year  Seventy-six. 

In  later  times,  though  less  the  stake. 

Victor  on  land,  and  sea,    and  lake. 

From  'neath  thy  folds  went  up  the  cry 

Of  glory  and  of  victory. 

Whate'er  the  gage,  whate'er  the  foe — 

Of  Britain  or  of  Mexico — 

Thus  runs   thy  record  with  these  powers  : 

"We've  met  the  foe  and  they  are  ours." 


Nobly  hast  thou  sustained  our  cause 
In  all  our  policies  and  wars  ; 
Gaining  respect  at  home,  abroad, 
With  civilized  and  savage  horde, 
And  e'er  maintaining  thy  first    stand, 
The  pride  and  glory  of  our  land  ! 

Now  clouds  and  darkness  round  us  lower. 
Yet,  guarded  by  a  spirit  power, 
That  sainted  and  departed  band, 
The  hero  fathers  of  our  land  ; 
Invoking,  too,  our  father's  God, 
We'll  "bless  the  hand  and  kiss   the  rod," 
And  wearing  sackcloth  'neath  our  mail, 
Armed  at  allpoints  our  foe  assail. 

Shades  of  our  sires,  ye  mighty  dead, 
Fleroes  whom  Washington  hath  led, 
Who  helped  our  Union  fabric  rear, — 
Patriot  spirits,  now  appear, 
And,  like  the  spirit  Cid  of  yore. 
In  all  our  battles  go  before  ! 

God  of  our  sires,  "who  brought  them  up" 
Oh,  pass  from  us  this  bitter  "cup" — 
This  bitter  cup  with  passions  rife, 
The  jarring  elements  of  strife  ; 
If  not  for  ours  for  their  sake  save 
The  Union  thou  the  fathers  gave — 
Hold  in  thy  right  hand  still   those  "stars" 
And  save  us  from  domestic  wars. 

Walk  still  midst  these  thy   "candlesticks," 
And  so  o'errule  our  politics 
That  we  shall  be  united,  free, 
From  lake  to  gulf,  from  sea  to  sea  ! 


WILD  GOOSE  POND, 

Near  my  old  house,  and  be  it  known 

That  I've  the  oldest  house  in  town. 

Numbering  full  two  hundred  years 

As  by  the  record  here  appears, 

Tho'  some  versed  in    traditions  lore 

Sav  'twas  a  fort-house  years  before 
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And  for  a  parsonage  built  anew, 

Such  too  is  the  Emerson  view 

Who  have  possessed  the  same  estate 

Since  Seventeen  hundred  and  thirty-eight, 

Buying  it  of  the  Capen  heirs 

Or  who  had  charge  of  their  affairs. 

The  Emersons  we  think  would  know 

Whether  or  not  the  thing  was  so. 

The  old  house  stands  on  rising  ground 

And  is  as  straight  as  can  be  found, 

Resembling  much,  Fort-House  in  York, 

Concerning  which  has  been  much  talk. 

A  photograph  of  which  you'll  see 

In  Harper's  New  England  History. 

It  has  a  Puritanic  look 

Rather  of  Holland,  not  mistook, 

Of  which  we  have  the  amplest  proof 

In  the  projecting  front  and  roof. 

And  built  thus  out  of  compliment 

To  Holland,  where  the  Pilgrims  went 

When  persecuted  to  the  stake 

They  fled  for  their  religion's  sake 

And  spent  twelve  years  with  their  Dutch  friends. 

And  here  their  persecution  ends, 

For  Holland  was  the  only  place 

That  had  a  free  religion  base, 

The  only  State  in  Europe  too 

That  dared  promulgate  this  broad  view. 

Were  I  disposed  I  could  say  more 

About  the  house,  its  chimney,  floor. 

Or  the  firm  brick  clay  mortar  wall 

Sufficient  to  resist  a  ball ; 

Of  the  low  door,  which  here  has  swung 

Two-hundred  years  since  first  'twas  hung. 

And  all  of  the  et  cetera 

Connected  with  it  any  way, 

But  time  and  space  will  not  allow 

Of  a  more  full  description  now. 

Near  the  old  house  there  is  a  pond 
Not  like  the  Scottish  Lake  Lomond, 
But  a  smallish  bit  of  water 
Six  square  rods  or  such  a  matter. 
Though  in  the  Spring  time  ilowing  o'er 
Full  out  an  acre's  space  or  more 
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And  then  the  boys  rig  out  their  crafts 

In  tiny  boats  and  treacherous  rafts, 

And  in  the  Winter  far  and  wide 

The  boys  and  girls  come  here  to  slide  ; 

And  then  it  is  a  famous  place 

For  all  of  the  aquatic  race, 

And  every  kind   of  varmint  thing 

Which  harmless  is  without  a  sting. 

The  naturalist  in  this  abode 

Will  find  the  frog,  snake,  turtle,  toad. 

The  hunter  finds  the  musquash  rat 

By  which  the  hatter  makes  the  hat. 

Sporting  fisherman  will  find 

Fishes  of  almost  every  kind, 

For  I  have  found  in  my  research 

Shiners,  roach   pickerel  and  perch  ; 

How  they  first  came  there,  I    suppose 

'Twas  on  the  misty  wind  that  blows. 

Some  years  ago,  perhaps  'twas  six, 

The  time  I  can't  exactly  fix, 

Some  strangers  of  the  quashie  race 

Arrived  here  at  this  central  place, 

And  built  their  home,  and  formed  their  nest, 

And  seemed  determined  here  to  rest. 

Of  course  these  strangers  made  a  stir 

With  their  perfume  and  garb  of  fur, 

Resembling  much  the  modern  belle 

In  their  'fumed  habits  and  their  smell. 

The  modern  beau,  too,  if  you  please. 

Redolent  with  his  scented  grease. 

At  first  the  quash  was  very  sly 

When  any  person  came  too  nigh. 

But  when  a  little  artless  girl 

With  laughing  eye  and   sunny  curl, 

Had  made  the  quashies  comprehend, 

She  was  their  real  social  friend. 

By  placing  'fore  them  bread  and  meat, 

The  quashies  then  came  out  to  eat : 

Which  verifies  the  simple  fact, 

And  by  the  Bible  too  is  backed. 

That  in  proportion  as  we're  kind. 

The  laws  of  love  all  nature  bind. 

It  was  so  surely  at  the  first 

Before  the  earth  by  hate  was  cursed, 

And  will  be  inspired  prophets  Bay, 
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On  the  great  milliunial  day, 

When  with  the  wolf  the  lamb  will  feed. 

And  these  a.  little  child  f-;hall  lead. 

So  here  these  musksquasb  sly  and  wild 

Were  tamed  and  petted  by  a  child. 

Nov/  I'll  relate  just  how  it  came 

That  "Wild  Goose  Fond"  obtained  its  name. 

A  wild  goose  wearied  by  its  Sight 

Lit  in  this  pond  and  spent  the  night, 

And  just  before  the  break  of  day 

Spread  its  broad  wings  and  sped  away. 

And  from  this  circumstance  arose 

"Wild  Goose  Pond's"  name,  with  this  I  cloae 


MY  LOVE  FOR  THEE. 

My  love  for  thee  is  infinite, 

It  is  my  solace  and  delight. 

Where' ere  I  go,  what' ere  I  do, 

The  world's  a  void  without  thee  too. 

Inspired  by  thy  angelic  face. 

Indeed  thy  every  charming  grace, 

The  simplest  act  in  thee  1  see 

Perfection's  work — Divinity. 

Thy  heart's  affection  is  a  mine 

Where  princely  wealth  doth  sure  combi; 

Far  more  than    I  conceived  could  be 

Enveloped  in  mortality, 

Than  which  the  fancies'  light  can   beam 

Is  but  a  faint  expiring  gleam. 

Darling  !   I  love  thee,  yea.  adore, 

With  seraph's  lyre  could  I  say  more? 

My  life  !  my  hope  !  my  harp !  thou  art, 

The  cherished  music  of  mv  heart. 


BLACK  SELIM 


Topsfieid,  April  4,  1858. 
Editor  J^ewbtthyport  Herald  : — At  the  earnest  request  of  my  r. 
superadded   to  my    own    appreciation   of    "departed  worth,"  ]  have    been 
induced  to  write  in  "offhand  verse,"  an  elegy    on  my  old  and  faithful  horse. 
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u Black  Selim,"  who  died  in    his   thirty-sixth   year,  and  who  had  gained  a 
Bucephaline"    notoriety   not     only   in  Topsfield,    but  "the  whole   region 
roundabout."     Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  insert  it  in  your  paper,  and 


oblige 


Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  Holmes. 

No  common  merit  I  rehearse, 
But  dedicate  my  humble   verse 
To  eulogize  an  equine  friend  ; 
And  of  his  death  this  notice  send. 

"Black  Selim's"  days  are  passed  and  gone  ; 

He  died  of  age  last  Monday  morn, 

And  lies  where  oft  he  took  his  ease. 

Between  two  stately  ashen    trees. 

He  was  lamented  through  the  town, 

For  everywhere  was  he  well  known  ; 

And  when  we  named  "the  old  black  horse," 

All  knew  just  what  he  meant,  "of  course." 

He  was  the  village  patriarch, 

The  theme  of  wonder  and  remark, 

And  everywhere  his  shape  and  age 

Were  criticised  by  jockey's  sage. 

He  was  permitted  free  to  range, 

A  better  horse  all  round  the  grange, 

By  road  and    common  ne'er  was  seized, 

But  cropped  the  grass  just  where  he  pleased  ; 

Incurring  only  one  disgrace, 

Of  "creeping  through  a  narrow  place;" 

'Twas  mere  conjecture,  for  his  stay 

Was  ne'er  prolonged  till  break  of  day  ; 

But  circumstantial  proof  was  strong. 

From  certain  vestiges  along  ; 

Unlike  to  some  who  scrapes  get  in, 

He  always  could  get  out  again. 

If  Spartan  virtue  were  the  rule. 

He  surely  was  "more  rogue  than    fool." 

His  color  was  of  blackest  hue. 

Except  when  old,  quite  gray  he  grew  ; 

From  head  to  foot,  in  all  his  points. 

His  "make"  was  perfect  to  his  joints  ; 

And  all  allowed,  both  far  and  near. 

That  no  horse  e'er  had  liner  ear. 

He  ne'er  indulged  in  vicious  tricks. 
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Like  many  horses,  nor  in  kicks  ; 

But  without  "bitching"  always  stood. 

And  as  you'd  like,    so  was  his  mood. 

Was  fleet  iu  gig,  t^.nd  sure  on  back, 

Could  ramble,  canter,  gallop,  rack  ; 

Was  full  of  frolic  and  of  fun, 

Yet  kind,  and  ever  prompt  to  run  ; 

He  was  just   suited  to  my  mind. 

His  equal  I  shall  never  find ; 

Was  old,  well  tried,  thus  doubly  dear, 

Though  in  his  six-and-thirtieth  year; 

And  owned  liy  me  full  twent3T-one, 

As  by  his  pedigree  is  shown. 

One  Billy  Emerson  I  am  told, 

Kept  him  until  thirteen  years  old, 

A  year  after  his  death  or  so, 

(And  'twas  in  '35  I  know,) 

I  bought  him,  and  this  time  will  bring 

His  age  to  thirty-six  this  Spring. 

This  horseman  said  he  was  the  best 

Of  all  the  steeds  he  e'er  possessed  ; 

And  he  had  owned  his  thousands,  too, 

And  such  a  horse  he  never  knew. 

The  wondrous  'Scapes  that  I  could  tell, 

By  road  and  field  that  me  befell, 

Up  hill  and  down,  through   mud  and  mire, 

'Cross  rivers  deep,  and  ditches  dire, 

And  all  the  freaks  I  could  relate, 

Would  make  ome  laugh  at  any  rate. 

How  oft  T've  rode  lil<e  one  bewitched, 

And  by  the  sport  did  feel  enriched, 

Boys  running  out  to  see  the  canter, 

Like  that  of  the  famed  "Tam  O'Shanter," 

And  though  I've  met  the  middle  age, 

B}T  maxim  should  be  tame  and  sage, 

Which  says,  "at  fort\  tame  or   never," 

Yet  I  like  races  well  as  ever. 

I  never  reached  the    k*Hovey  Place." 

Without  enjoying  one  good  race  ; 

There  is  a  long  and  level  plain, 

Before  this  little  farm  I  gain, 

A  steep  and  quite  :i  sandy  hill. 

Near  by  a  bridged  and  rippling   rill, 

Called  from  the  tenants  of  the  nook, 

By  common  parlance,  "Gallop's  ftrook  :" 
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And  lies  about  a  mile  or  so, 

From  Topsfieldville  as  north  you  go. 

Ere  this  was  reached  he  slowly  went, 

As  if  upon  some  fell  intent ; 

One  would  have  thought  him  in  a  doze. 

Seeing  between  his  legs  and  nose : 

I  knew  him  well — 'twas  his    cunning. 

Pacing  slowly  for  his  running. 

The  summit  gained,  he  made  a  leap, 

And  down  he  dashed  the  hill-side    steep, 

O'er  the  wide  bridge  he  madly  rushed, 

And  up  another  hill  he  pushed, 

With  such  furious  pace  and  clatter, 

The  people  cried,  "What's  the  matter?" 

The  frogs  dived  quickly  in  the  stream, 

The  birds  flew  off  with  frightened  scream, 

The  dogs  rushed  out  with  bark  and   yell, 

And  horse  and  dogs  all  went  pell-mell  ; 

Up  went  the  windows,  from  the  doors 

The  hats  were  swung  with  deaf'ning  roars, 

"With  bark  and    whoop,"  and  loud  halloo. 

The  hills  re-echoed  "go  it,  go," 

The  gig  was  tossed  with  direful  squeak, 

Threatening  the   vehicle  to  break, 

Sometimes  on  two  wheels,  then  on  one, 

Yet  right  side  up  I  always  won. 

Fond  memory  delights  to  trace 

My  trusty  friend  in  cosy  pace, 

Associated  from  my  youth, 

In  every  phase  in  life  in  truth  : 

1  call  to  mind  the  truth  far  back, 

When  he  was  styled  the  "bonny  black," 

With  ease  could  trot  from  my  own  door 

To  Alfred,  seventy  miles  or  more ; 

Each  day  could  draw  his  cord  of  wood 

Two  miles  five  times  from  where  he  stood  : 

And    when  grown  old  he  ne'er  would  flag. 

But  was  the  same  prompt  racing  nag. 

When  thirty-two  he  drew  :i  ton 

Eight  miles  an  hour,  myself  therein  ; 

And  e'en  last  Fall  when  on  a  tour, 

He  trotted  full  eight  miles  the  hour, 

And  never  needed  whip  or  spur, 

Whate'er  the  distance,  near  or  far  ; 

And  yet  his  size  and  weight  were  small, 
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Being  eight,  hundred — that  was  ali. 

Indeed  he  was  a  matchless  steed, 

And  well  deserved  the  "olive  meed," 

Outstripping  all  of  his  compeers 

In  -strength  and  bottom,  speed  and  years. 

As  he  who  at  the  Olympia  race, 

By  some  misfortune  lost  his  place ; 

His  steeds  performed  the  accustomed  round, 

And  by  the  judges  then  were  crowned  ; 

Although  my  seat  I  ne'er  have  lost, 

Or  ever  fro  in  my  seat  been  tost, 

And  always  vov'd  my  steed  restrain. 

Or  prompt  him  to  the  racing  vein, 

And  ever  had  him  at  command. 

With  tightened  rem,  and  "well  on  hand," 

Still  let. hi;:;  deeds  emblazoned  be, 

The  meed  to  him  and  not  to  me, 

Sufficient  praise  for  me  to   own 

The  best  of  steeds,  and  this  alone. 

Although  some  persons  may  say  fie 

At  my  sentimentality, 

Yetl  this  weakness  will  confess. 

For  "Selh-uV    death"  in  stoic  virtue  brave, 

I  dropt  a  tear  upon  his  grave. 


FOR  SALE. 

Who  ever  wants  a  country  seat, 
Removed  from  summer's  dust  and  heat. 
With  a  wide  common  right  between 
The  road  and  house  in  living  green. 
Shaded  by  stately  ashen  trees 
And  shut  out  from  the  noxious  breeze, 
Let  him  just  leave  the  country  road 
And  step  across  10  my    abode, 
A  view  of  whieh  will  here  be  seen 
A  photographic  view  I  wean. 

Terms  easy  to  the  man  who'd  buy, 
At  any  rate  one  can  but  try. 

0.   H.   IIOLMKS, 

Topsfield,  May   23}    188.'). 

Salem    Gazette. 
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AT  AUCTION 


The  Heirs  of  Stephen  Perley  say 

On  THURSDAY,  23d  of  May, 

At  10  A.  M.,  they'll  sell  th'estate 

Of  Stephen  P.,  of  Topsfleid  late. 

This  Farm  lies  in  a  quiet  nook, 

Almost  surrounded  by  Pyo-Brook, 

Save  on  the  line  to  this  abode, 

Alonj*  Low's  Mill  and  Boxford  road; 

And  is  about  a  mile  or  so 

From  Topsfleid  Church  as  North  you  go; 

Though  to  the  farthest  point,  by  Clapp's, 

The  distance  is  two  miles,  perhaps, 

Containing,  as  the  Deeds  express. 

One  hundred  Acres,  more  or  lens. 

Here  on  this  ancient  place  one  finds 

The  soils  and  growths  of  different  kinds, 

Peat,  Pasture,  Wood,  Field,  Meadow  Land, 

From  fertile  soil  to  barren  sand, 

These  we've  arranged  in  shopo  and  siec, 

To  suit  the    purchaser  who  buys 

From  thirty  acres  down  to  three, 

Just  as  the  quality  may  be. 

The  man  who'd  like  a  quiet  life, 

(Save  love-spats  from  his  darling   wife,) 

And  farm,  or  hunt,  or  sport  the  brook. 

Will  just  turn  in  and  take  a  look. 

Terms,  one-fifth  Cash,  the  auction  day, 

The  rest,  in  thirty  days  to  pay. 

To  see  this  farm,  whoever  comes, 

Will  pleaso  to   call  on  C.   H.  HOLMES, 

Or,  on  your  servant,  S.  D.  HOOD, 

Who's  Auctioneer,  'tis  understood. 

S.  D    HOOD,  Auctioneer. 
Topsfleid,  May   11,  1867. 
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TJhe  McKenzie  Family  iti  Topsfield. 

By  Alfred  McKenzie. 

Read  before  the  Historical  Society  by  Miss  Marietta  Chirk. 

The  ancestors   of  the   subject  of  gle     with     both  the    Northern   and 
this   paper   were     racially    traceable   Southern    Picts,    the    Scots    became 


master  of  the  country,  and  in  843 
A.  D.  crowned  Kenneth,  "the  hardy'' 
King  of  the  Scots,  down  by  the  Scot 
water  or  Forth. 

This    is     the    event   known   hi  \n<- 


back  to  the  Scots  who  came  by  the 
way  of  Spain  into  Ireland  early  in 
the  Christian  era,  for  when  St. 
Patrick,  the  Italian  missionary,  was 
there  in  the  fifth  century,  he  speaks 
of  them  as  the  Regeels  (Rulers)  and  tory  as  the  Scottish  conquest. 
of  the  common  people  as  Hyberni-  The  stone  upon  which  this  king 
gcnal.  The  name  Scot,  rendered  was  crowned  was  called  Lia  Fial  or 
from  Celtic,  means  Wanderer  but  uStonc  of  Destiny.''  It  was  carried 
taken  from  the  German  of  Scythia  to  England  by  Edward  the  First  in 
(Scutten)  would  signify  Scythian  the  year  1296,  and  now  forms  a  part 
race.  But  certainly  they  were  a  very  of  the  coronation  seat.  Queen 
energetic  people  and  remarkable  for  Victoria  was  crowned  upon  it. 
making  room  for  themselves  as  they  The  crest  and  armoiial  bearings 
ruled  the  country  till  it  took  the  name  of  the,  family  this  paper  concerns, 
of  Scotia  and  retained  it  for  many  appears  none  other  than  that  of  the 
centuries.  Scots.     The  crest   was   the    face   of 

About  the   sixth  century  they  wan-   the  sun    in  a    halo  of  light ;  and    the 
dered  into  Argyleshirc,    a  district    of    armorial    bearings,    a  shield  held    b v 


the  country  known  since  the  eighth 
century  as  Scotland.  They  increas- 
ed there  in  numbers  till  they  formed 
the  kingdom  of  Dalsiade.  Thus 
there  came  to  be  three  kingdoms 
within  the  bounds  of  North  Britain, 
that  of  the  Northern  Picts,  or  people 
of  the  woods.  Southern  Picts  and 
the  Scots. 

Sometime  near  the  beginning  of 
the  eighth  century  (7o0  A.  1).)  the 
Northern  Picts  quarreled  and  went  to 
war  with  the  Southern  Picts  The 
Scots  were  appealed  to  and  gave  aid 
to  the  Northern  Picts  ;  thus  began  a 
war  which  lasted  more  than  a  cen- 
tury. A  reverse  to  the  Scots  induc- 
ed them  to  call  over  their  kindred 
from  Ireland,  and  after  a  Ions  strug- 


two  persons ;  one  hand  holds  the 
shield  and  the  other  a  lighted  torch. 
Upon  the  shield  a  buck's  bend  ;  all  of 
of  which  was  crowned  by  a  helmet, 
beneath  inscribed  in  latiu  "Lucio  nou 
Uro"  (Light,  not  Darkness). 

When  in  the  year  Si  of  the  Chris- 
tian era,  Agricola  invaded  North 
Britain,  it  was  inhabited  by  twenty- 
one  aboriginal   tribes  or  clans. 

The  introduction  of  clanship  and 
tartans  seems  to  be  beyond  the  reach 
of  history,  but  Logan  in  his  Scottish 
Gael  gives  the  following  extract 
from  the  charge  and  discharge  of 
John  Bishop  of  Glasgow,  treasurer 
to  King  .lames  III.   1-171  : 

"Ane  el.ie  and  ane  halve  of  Mne 
Tartane  to   lvne    his  sowne  of   cloth 
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of  gold."  £1  10s  (Scots). 

I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain 
the  exact  number  of  clans  in  Scot- 
land. In  a  little  book  entitled 
"The  Scottish  Clans"  I  find  a  map 
of  Scotland  divided  into  clans  in  the 
10th  century,  with  the  names  of 
thirty-one  written  below,  probably 
the  principal  ones,  as  many  more  are 
marked  out  on  the  map.  The  same 
book  gives  a  list  of  ninety-six  clans 
and  families  with  their  tartans. 

Far  up  in  the  north  of  Scotland  we 
find  the  ciau  of  MacKenzie.  The 
descent  of  the  chief  of  this  clan — 

'•MacKeimeth,     great     Earl    of    the 

North, 
The  Lord  of  Loch  Carron,    Glensheil 

and  Seaforth" 

is  of  pure  Scoto-Gaelic  descent,  with 
a  strain  of  Irish  as  asserted  b}7  Doug- 
las and  others. 

Colin,  eleventh  chief,  fought  brave- 
ly for  Queen  Mary  at  the  battle  of 
Langside,  for  which  he  was  after- 
wards pardoned  by  the  Regent 
Murray. 

Kenneth,  his  eldest  son  by  Bar- 
bara Grant  of  that  ilk,  was  raised  to 
the  peerage  in  1609  as  Lord  Mac- 
kenzie of  Kintail.  Colin,  their  eldest 
son,  was  created  Earl  of  Seaforth  in 
1623. 

In  Robertson's  "Index  of  Missing 
Charters"  there  is  a  Crown  charter  of 
Confirmation  by  David  II  for  the 
lands  of  "Kintale"  m  1344  when  a 
grant  of  that  and  other  lands  by 
William,  Earl  of  Ross,  to  Reginald, 
son  of  Roderick  de  Insulis,  dated 
1342,  4th  July  is  confirmed.  In 
MacKenzie's  ''History  of  the  Clan" 
the  earliest  date  which  can  be  as- 
signed for  its    acquisition    of  Kintail 


from  John,  Earl  of  Ross,  is  1463. 
After  the  forfeiture  of  the  Lords  of 
the  Isles,  the  clan,  like  all  others  in 
the  west,  became  independent. 

There  is  a  tradition  in  the  Mac- 
Kenzie family  that  the  Topsfield 
MacKenzies  are  directly  descended 
from  the  Earl  of  Seaforth. 

The  fighting  force  of  the  MacKen- 
zies is  given  by  Forbes  as  2500  men, 
adding  those  of  the  Earl  of  Cromarty 
and  the  Lairds  of  Gairloch,  Skatwell, 
Killcowie,  Redcastle  and  Comrie,  all 
MacKenzies. 

The  war  cry  of  the  MacKenzies 
was  "Tulach  Ard,"  a  mountain  near 
castle  Donnan,  the  strong  hold  of 
the  clan  anciently. 

The  badge  of  the  MacKenzies  and 
MacLeaus  was  in  Gaelic  "Cuilion." 
in  English  "Holly." 

I  do  not  know  the  extent  of  their 
lands,  but  there  were  but  two  clans 
north  of  them. 

The  great  attachment  of  the 
clansmen  to  their  chieftain  is  shown 
by  the  following  incident-  k*In  1778 
Edinburgh  was  startled  by  what  was 
known  as  the  "Affair  of  the  Wild 
Macraes,"  some  hundreds  of  whom 
had  enrolled  in  the  Seaforth  Regi- 
ment of  Highlanders  formed  in  177^ 
by  Kenneth,  the  Earl  of  that  title 
(:*that  is,  the  head  of  the  MacKenzie 
clan")  and  which  mutinied  at  Edin- 
burgh on  hearing  that  they  had  beei 
sold  to  the  East   India  company. 

General  Skene,  Lord  Maedonnld 
and  others  proved  to  the  men  that 
their  complaints  were  groundless  and 
the  affair  was  settled.  *  The  regiment 
then  marched,  with  pipes  playing,  to 
Holy  rood,  and  afterwards  sailed  for 
India  on  what  proved  a  fatal  \. 
to  the  MacKenzies  and  Macraes,  tor 
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ere  St.  Helena  was  in  sight  Lord  arriving  below  decks  both  were  put 
Seafortb  died  and.  then  a  great  grief,  in  irons.  Ordinarily  their  social 
with  homesickness,  fell  upon  his  position  would  have  kept  them  free 
clansmen,  so  of  the  thousand  who  from  such  a  seizure  and  they  little 
sailed  from  the  British  Isles,  230  expected  such  treatment.  In  due 
perished  at  sea,  and  only  390  were  time  the  transport  put  to  sea  and 
able  to  carry  arms  when  they  began  Enoch  and  his  companion  were  put 
the  march  to  Chinglcpu't.  under   military    drill.     To  this    they 

From  the  history  of  the  MacKenzie  concluded,  for  their  present  comfort, 
clan  we  will  now  pass  to  that  of  our  to  submit,  but  to  tight  for  England 
Topsfield  MaeKenzies.  against  America,  never. 

Enoch  MacKenzie,  the  father  of  Arriving  on  the  American  coast. 
John  and  grandfather  of  John's  pro-  the  transport  was  pursued  by  an 
geny,  was  born  in  Inverness,  Scot-  American  privateer  and  taken.  When 
land,  about  the  year  seventeen  hun-  taken  the  two  young  men  were  found 
dred  and  fifty-eight,  and  was  the  below  in  irons.  Enoch  always  con- 
second  son  of  a  family  of  five  child-  gratulated  himself  and  praised  his 
ren,  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  companion  for  their  decisions.  Wliou 
The  oldest  son,  in  accordance  with  the}7  were  called  for  action  they 
the  custom  of  that  country  and  Eng-  refused  to  obey  aud  not  even  the 
land  in  families  of  some  means,  was  threat  of  suffering  the  penalty  of 
provided  for  by  giving  him  a  military  traitors  would  induce  them  to  comply- 
education.  Thus  was  Alexander  the  They  were  therefore  ironed  below, 
oldest  trained,  finally  entering  the  The  transport  was  taken  into  Bos- 
army  .with  the  commission  of  a  lieu-  ton  harbor  and  a  part  of  the  crew 
tenant.  The  second  son,  Enoch,  was  were  sent  to  Salem  as  prisoners  of 
sent  to  Edinburgh  for  a  university  war.  Among  these  was  Enoch.  At 
course  preparatory  for  some  profcs-  that  early  time  of  the  war  there  was 
sion.  In  the  early  part  of  his  course,  no  particular  provision  made  for 
war  between  England  and  the  Amer-  detaining  prisoners  of  war  except  in 
ican  colonies  began  and  the  lieutenant  the  large  towns,  and  they  relieved 
was  called  into  the  service  and  sent  themselves  and  the  tedium  of  the 
to  America.  At  that  time  the  Clyde  prisouers,  by  allowing  themselves  to 
was  navigable  only  to  Greenock  for  be  selected  by  fanners  to  work  for 
vessels  of  any  considerable  size,  their  board  till  exchanged.  Out  oi 
A  transport  having  arrived  an  early  number  sent  to  Salem,  Mr 
bound  for  the  American  colonies,  to  Emerson,  who  resided  at  the  north 
take  the  mails  and  by  press-gangs  end  of  the  common  in  Topstield,  bad 
to  replenish  the  English  army  and  selected  one  who  was  of  a  dignified 
uavy,  Enoch,  with  a  college  compan-  bearing  and  a  gentleman  of  culture. 
ion,  went  down  to  deliver  on  board  Hearing  of  another  arrival,  the  t'ol- 
the  transport,  letters  to  his  brother  lowing  market  day.  Mr.  Emerson, 
the  lieutenant.  They  were  very  wishing  to  find  a  tit  associate  for  the 
courteously  received  ami  invited  to  one  he  had,  called  to  view  them 
go  below  and  inspect  the  vessel.     On  Seeing  one  oi'  a  more    intelligent  cast 
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than  the  rest  although  quite  young, 
he  approached  him,  informing  him  of 
his  desire,  with  which  the  prisoner 
readily  complied.  Mr.  Emerson 
with  his  selection  started  upon  his 
journey  home.  Soon  engaging  him 
in  conversation  he  found  his  judge- 
ment fully  confirmed.  When  arriv- 
ing near  the  end  of  their  journey, 
just  before  turning  off  the  main 
street  to  the  house,  the  first  prisoner, 
in  his  anxiety  to  learn  the  news, 
which  in  those  times  traveled  slowly, 
had  walked  out  to  meet  Mr.  Emer- 
son ;  just  as  they  were  abreast,  the 
young  man  having  finished  an  earn- 
est conversation,  turned  his  head  to 
the  pedestrian  and  sprang  directly 
upon  him.  Mr.  Emerson  was  at 
first  dumbfounded,  but  in  a  moment 
relieved  and  delighted  at  hearing 
Enoch  exclaim  "brother — Alexan- 
der" !  Here  was  his  brother  the 
lieutenant,  who  had  been  previously 
taken  prisoner,  and  was  awaiting  an 
exchange  of  officers  of  his  grade. 
Up  to  this  time  the  English  had 
refused  exchange  on  double  grounds  ; 
first  that  we  were  rebels  ;  second  a 
like  commission  of  ours  was  not  an 
equivalent  of  theirs.  This  delay 
gave  ample  time  for  the  two  brothers 
to  deliberate  upon  their  future  course. 
Alexauder  could  see  no  possible 
chance  for  the  colonies,  in  their 
weakness,  to  succeed  against  so 
powerful  a  nation  as  England,  and  in 
case  of  failure  if  be  entered  our  ser- 
vice his  fate  would  be  the  gallows. 
The  younger  had  determined  from 
the  first  to  enlist  in  the  American 
service  during  the  war,  however  it 
might  terminate,  but  to  remain  with 
his  brother  till  the  question  of  his 
exchange  should  be   settled.     When 


at  length  that  occurred,  Alexander 
appended  the  condition,  that  he,  hav- 
ing relations  in  the  American  Army, 
would  accept  an  exchange  only  on 
the  condition,  that  he  be  assigned  to 
the  East  India  service  during  the 
continuance  of  the  American  war. 
This  was  complied  with  and  subse- 
quently confirmed  by  letters  received 
from  him  dated  from  that  place. 
Enoch  immediately  enlisted  in  the 
Continental  army,  served  to  the  end 
of  the  war  and  received  an  honorable 
discharge. 

Topsfield  being  the  ouly  town  in 
which  he  had  made  acquaintances 
he  therefore  passed  his  furloughs 
there  and  some  of  his  time  in  a  fam- 
ily of  one  of  its  soldiers,  an  acquain- 
tance formed  in  the  army,  and  who 
had  daughters.  This  led  to  an  event 
which  is  not  uncommon  to  young 
men,  even  today,  which,  in  the  sum 
of  time  crystallized  into  six  entieties, 
three  sons  and  three  daughters ; 
John,  William  and  Abraham  ;  Catha- 
rine, Susau  and  Mary.  John  was 
born  during  his  father's  brief  resi- 
dence in  Topsfield.  the  otheis  in 
Londonderry,  X.  II.,  where  he  re- 
mained till  his  family  exceeded  the 
capacity  of  his  farm,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Waltham,  Vermont,  where 
he  and  his  family,  except  John, 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  days. 
John  remained  in  Topsfield  till  he 
went  to  an  apprenticeship  with  a 
wheelwright,  in  Lynn.  At  the  end 
of  that  service,  he  married  and  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  business  of  his 
trade  in  Uynu ;  but,  possessing  a 
marked  mechanical  genius,  he  soon 
added  that  of  carpentry,  joinery  and 
millwright,  which  trades  he  success- 
fully followed  several  years  till    in- 
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duced  to  purchase  a  farm  in  Tops- 
field  and  move  there.  At  this  time 
he  had  two  children,  having  soon 
after  attained  his  majority  married 
Elizabeth  Searle,  the  daughter  of  a 
puritan  from  England  who  came  here 
about  the  year  sixteen  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  to  enjoy  in  freedom 
his  religion,  and  settled  in  what  lias 
been  known  as  Newbury — Oldtown. 
Being  a  well-to-do  farmer  he  gave 
his  children,  in  accordance  with 
puritanic  conceptions,  a  good  educa- 
tion in  the  more  solid  and  practical 
branches;  but  Elizabeth,  being  ener- 
getic and  entei  prising,  ventured  into 
the  higher  grades  and  therefore  was 
instructed  much  above  the  average 
females  of  her  time.  Her  activity 
induced  her  to  follow  teaching  till  she 
married.  She  was  a  kind  mother  and 
still  held  her  team  of  seven  boys  well 
in  hand,  Always  commanding  their 
respect,  and  with  several,  almost 
reverence. 

She  was  skilled  in  all  the  house- 
hold duties  of  that  time,  which  were 
much  more  complete  than  today,  as 
they  comprised  spinning,  weaving, 
and  in  her  case,  the  results  of  the 
loom  could  be  shaped  into  the  re- 
quired garments  and  the  needle  work 
deftly  performed. 

Her  moral  instructions  were  of  the 
sternest  stoical  character.  Shun  all 
the  vices  and  tell  the  truth  whatever 
the  consequences.  She  was  very 
studious,  always  inclining  to  weighty 
literature ;  also  possessing  a  fair 
talent  for  music,  sketching  and  con- 
versation as  well.  Samuel  S.,  the 
oldest  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth,  in 
his  earliest  boyhood  gave  si<zns  of 
the  possession  Of  a  very  diversified 
genius,  comprehending  many  of   the 


sciences,  prominently,  metaphysics, 
philology  and  esthetics.  In  the 
science  of  delineation  he  was  known 
to  all  in  the  neighborhood.  The 
work-shop  of  a  plow-maker  stood 
near  the  little  red  school  house  in  the 
north  part  of  the  town  and  on  the 
street  fronting  the  latter.  Through 
the  large  folding  doors  could  readily 
be  observed  what  passed  within,  and 
frequently  the  hourly  habits  of  the 
occupants. 

Oue  morning  *  there  appeared 
sketched  on  these  doors,  a  drawing 
of  what  had  transpired  the  previous 
night.  The  proprietor  full  sized  with 
his  most  conspicuous  physical  pecu- 
liarities ;  a  tumbler  in  his  upraised 
hand,  the  jug  sedately  seated  upon 
the  bench,  and  his  striker  with 
equally  distinguishable  physical 
characteristics,  with  upturned  eye 
grudgingly  viewred  the  departure  of 
the  contents  of  the  tumbler  and  anx- 
iously awaiting  his  turn.  For  the 
remainder  of  the  school  term  the 
young  rogue  fouud  his  safety  by  way 
of  the  fields.  In  later  years,  while 
following  the  cordwainer's  trade,  ever 
impelled  by  a  love  of  study  and  re- 
search, he  took  up  philosphy,  chem- 
istry, astronomy,  meteorology, 
metallurgy,  horology,  hydrostatics, 
mathematics  plain  and  mixed,  in  as 
confused  a  manner  as  here  presented 
and  as  old  treatises  came  to  his  hand. 
always  seekiug  an  old  and  exhaustive 
work  containing  between  two  covers 
all  that  was  then  known  and  perhaps 
all  known  today,  published  under  the 
present  mode  of  diverseuess,  each  re- 
quiring as  much  expenditure  of  time 
without  then  obtaining  the  whole 
problem.  This  beevercoutei 
Therefore  he  had  few  books,  and    a 
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teacher,  never,  save  a  little  time  on 
the  first  rudiments  of  each  study. 
He  had  '  the  mechanical  ability  to 
make  all  the  instruments  he  required 
for  experiments  in  the  various  scien- 
ces mentioned  and  others,  and 
when  entering  another  to  gain  a  live- 
lihood, those  needed  in  its  pursuit, 
such  as  intruments  for  surveying,  in 
which  he  was  occupied  in  connection 
with  watch  and  clock  repairiug,  till 
the  close  of  his  life. 

He  always  took  great  interest  in 
music,  was  well  informed  in  thorough 
base  and  its  framework  and  could 
present  it  with  great  clearness,  but 
its  soul  he  never  could  express. 
Worthy  of  notice  in  this  sketch 
is  Addison,  the  sixth  son  of  the  fam- 

i'y- 

He  suffered  through  life  from  poor 
health  which  confined  him  to  a  light 
vocation.  Therefore  he  took  up  that 
of  shoemaking,  but  not  tindiug 
enough  in  it  for  mental  occupation, 
and  having  viewed  the  external  of  a 
locomotive  standing  upon  a  railroad 
track,  on  his  return  home  employed 
his  leisure  in  an  effort  to  make  one. 
From  the  external  his  genius  readily 
suggested  what  the  interior  must 
be.  Procuring  the  necessary  mate- 
rial soon  a  complete  working  model 
about  six  inches  long,  and  a  track 
about  two  feet  in  diameter,  were  fin- 
ished. Tiring  of  his  present  condi- 
tion he  packed  engine  and  track 
into  a  hand  bag  and  departed  for  a 
locomotive  factory  at  Low  ell  or  Law- 
rence, immaterial  to  him  which. 
Finding  one  he  entered  the  counting 
room  and  applied  for  employment; 
being  asked  if  lie  had  been  in  the 
employ  of  a  machine  sfcop,  he  an- 
swered no  but  had  a  working    model 


and  a  track  which  he  had  made  with- 
out help.  This  aroused  the  curios- 
ity of  the  agent  and  he  requested  to 
see  it.  Soon  it  was  steamed  up  and 
gracefully  spinning  around  the  track. 
The  agent  asked  his  terms  which 
were  his  board  till  more  could  be 
paid.  The  agent  desired  him  to 
follow  and  he  would  procure  him  a 
boarding  place,  which  done  he  com- 
menced work  in  the  factory.  At  the 
end  of  a  year  he  was  receiving  full 
pay  and  put  upon  finishing  work. 
This  continued  till  the  second  year 
of  the  war  when  an  officer  came  into 
the  factory  inquiring  if  they  had  a 
hand  capable  of  constructing  an 
hydrostic  appliance  of  sufficient 
power  to  draw  two  foot  bolts  out  of 
oak  timber.  The  officer  was  from 
the  Boston  navy  yard,  where  they 
had  been  trying  to  accomplish  this 
work  and  had  failed. 

Addison  was  thought  to  be  capable 
and  was  applied  to ;  he  said  he 
would  try  if  lie  could  have  his  own 
way  and  do  all  the  work  himself. 

This  was  complied  with  and  within 
ten  days  the  machine  built,  working 
with  complete  success.  From 
thence,  for  a  time,  he  was  employed 
by  the  government  adjusting  moni- 
tor engines.  Franklin,  the  seventh 
son,  iu  order  to  give  him  a  better 
opportunity  to  develop  a  musical 
talent  and  obtain  instruction,  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  was  placed  iu  an 
excellent  family  of  a  green  grocer 
and  iu  his  employ.  He  was  soon 
placed  under  instruction  both  in 
vocal  music  and  the  piano  forte, 
with  one  of  the  best  teachers  in 
Boston  to  receive  lessons  until  his 
twenty-fourth  year,  but  no  tl 
was  required  of   him    the    last     four 


years,  as  he  served  his  teacher  as 
solo  singer.  He  graduated  a  profes- 
sor of  music.  In  the  Spring  of  his 
twenty-fourth  year  he  caught  cold 
and  from  the  effects  of  it,  in  the  Fall 
was  translated  to  a  higher  sphere, 
which  he  pre-eminently  merited  by 
his  virtuous  and  moral  life. 

Enoch's  family  leaves  male  issue 
in  the  third  generation  of  one, 
John's  of  one  and  the  prospect  of 
only  one  .for  the  fourth.  Then  the 
inquiry  may  be  raised,  has  Enoch's 
progeny  been  a  failure?  Yes,  so  far 
as  continuing  the  name  is  concerned  ; 
but  to  the  public  weal  certainly  not, 
nor  to  themselves.  For  John's  fam- 
ily, which  is  now  prominently  under 
consideration,  a  family  of  seven 
boys  set  afloat  in  the  world  without 
the  helm  even  of  an  elementary 
education,  amidst  the  temptations  of 
their  surroundings,  not  one  of  them 
fell  into  vicious  habits,  nor  at  any 
time  in  their  lives  were  under  the 
influence  of  intoxicants,  or  partici- 
pants in  the  popular  vices;  but  each 
and  all  striving  to  supply  their  de- 
ficiencies of  early  schooling,  or  for 
the  love  of  study  and  knowledge  and 
to  be  able  to  demonstrate  it  to  them- 
selves. Their  lack  of  an  ambition, 
seemingly  to  turn  it  to  a  financial 
account,  would  suggest  that  their 
acquisitions  came  too  late  in  life, 
passed  its  ambitious  period  for  pub- 
lic notoriety.  Or  may  be,  by  virtue 
of  an  ante  natural  law,  certainly  in 
mechanics,  how  in  other  branches? 
Some  were  defective  in  metaphysics 
while  others  journeyed  on  to,  if  not 
through,  occult  science.  Was  it 
that  a  part  adhered  to  a  deductive 
process  of  investigation,  to  which  the 
Scotch    so    pretinaciously  cling?  Or. 


with  others  by  the  inductive  method, 
either  instinctively  or  otherwise, 
adopted  even  in  boyhood? 


Note. 

Here  let  me  add  my  own  personal 
tribute  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Sam- 
uel MacKenzie.  I  have  never  felt 
that  full  justice  has  been  done  his 
memory.  It  is  perhaps  little  wonder 
that  in  his  later  years  when  his  mind 
had  become  broken  by  reason  of  the 
infirmities  of  old  age,  poor,  old  and 
solitary,  that  to  the  younger  and 
more  unthinking  portion  of  the  com- 
munity he  should  have  become  some- 
what of  an  object  of  merriment. 
Then  he  thought  he  could  sing.  It 
did  seem  strange,  when  there  were 
so  many  things  he  could  do.  that  he 
might  almost  be  called  a  genius,  that 
he  should  take  more  pride  in  his 
musical  ability  than  in  anythiug  else. 
This  was  one  of  the  strange  contra- 
dictions of  human  nature. 

But  years  ago,  when  in  his  prime, 
it  has  been  told  me  that  no  man  was 
more  respected  in  town  than  Mr. 
Samuel  MacKenzie.  He  represented 
Topsfield  in  the  legislature  in  1S.">2 
and  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
selectmen  in  18^3-4-5  and  6. 

And  as  far  as  I  personally  knew 
him  and  have  been  able  to  ascertain  ; 
Topsfield  was  amply  justified  in  her 
selection.  Peculiarities  he  had  in- 
deed. His  opinions  often  had  the 
crudeness  of  the  solitary  student  : 
there  was  also  in  his  character  a  cer- 
tain Scotch  obstinacy  and  perversity 
of  opinion,  which  was  often  most 
trying  even  to  his  friends.  Never- 
theless, he  was,  1  believe  in  moral 
character  and  religious  principle,  far 
above    the   ordinary   individual.      I 
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find  it  difficult  to,  put  in  words  just 
the  impression  which  in  this  respect 
he  always  made  upon  me.  ''Except 
ye  become  as  little  children,  ye  can- 
not enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 
It  was  this  childlikeness,  this  sim- 
plicity of  integrity,  which  I  felt  in 
him.  I  have  never  seen  it  in  the 
same  degree  in  any  other  individual. 
He  was  guileless,  honorable  and 
high-minded,  simply  because  he  could 


not  help  it.  To  him  there  was  no 
other  course.  It  is  a  broad  state- 
ment, nut  to  be  made  lightly,  yet  I 
think  I  am  justified  in  saying  that 
Mr.  Samuel  MacKenzie  never  did  a 
mean  thing.  Surely  a  worthy  de- 
scended of  the  Scottish  High- 
landers. 

"Nowhere  beats  the  heart  so  kindly 
As  beneath  the  tartan  plaid.  " 

Marietta  Clark. 
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[From  the  Historical  Collections  of  the  Essex  Institute 
Vol.  XXXII,  1890.] 


BAPTISMAL  RECORDS  OF  THE  CHURCH  IX 
TOPSFIELD. 


FROM   THE  BEGINNING    OF   THE  MINISTRY   OF   THE   KEY.    DANIEL   BRECK, 

NOVEMBER     17,    1779,    UNTIL  THE   DISMISSAL    MAY   5,    1841, 

OF  THE   BEY.    JAMES   F.    M^'EWEN. 


COMMUNICATED    BY    GEO.    FES.    DOW. 


"  On  the  17th  day  of  November,  1779,  Came  the  Rev'1'1 
Chandler  of    Rowley  west    Parish ;  and  the    Rcvml 


George  Lesslie  of  Lyne  Brook  Parish  in  Ipswich.  And  the 
Revml  Elizur  Holyoakc,  Pastor  of  the  first  Parish  in  Box- 
ford,    And  the  Rev1Hl Lothrop,  Pastor  of  the  Church 

of  the  Old  North,  (so  call'1)  in  Boston,  and  the  Rev11,1  John 
Tread  well  Pastor  of  the  first  Church  in  Lynn,  and  the 
Revnd  Benja  Wadsworth  Pastor  of  the  first  Parish  in  Dan- 
vers,  with  their  Delagates.  The  Solemnity  began  with 
Prayer.  Mr.  Tread  well  was  the  mouth  of  ye  Congregation. 
Mr Lothrop  Preached  the  Sermon  from  the  2nd  of  Co- 
rinthians, 4th  Chapter  &  the  5th  verse  : — for  we  Preach 
not  our  Selves,  but  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  and  ourselves 
your  Servents,  for  Jesus  Sake.  Mr  Lesslie  gave  the  Charge. 
Mr  Ilolyoak  gave  the  Right  hand  of  fellowship.  Mr  Chand- 
ler Pray'1.  After  wards  a  Suitable  11  vine  was  Sung,  and 
the  Blessing  given  and  the  Solemnity   Concluded." 
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2      BArTISMAL  RECORDS  OF  THE  CHUKCH  IN  TOPSFIELD. 

■ 

BAPTISMS. 

Isaac  Averel        his  Luke  Nov      21",  1779. 

It  being  the  first  Child  yc  Revud  Mr  Breck  Bap- 
tized after  his  Ordination 

Daniel  Boardman        his  John  "  28, 

A  daughter  of  John  Boardman  by  yc  name  of  Eliza- 
beth " 

A  child  of  Dan1  Hood  by  yc  name  of  Elizabeth  Feby  C,  1780. 

A  child  of  Jonathan  Chapman  of  Linebrook,  by  yc 

name  of  Jonathan  Perkins,  and  April       23, 

A  child  of  Nathaniel  Fisk  by  ye  name  of  Lydia  "  " 

A  child  of  David  Towne  by  ye  name  of  David  "  30, 

A  child  of  Nathanael  Averill,  Junr  by  ye  name  of 
Ammi 

A  child  of  Stephen  Towne  by  ye  name  of  Hcpsey 

A  child  of  John  Gould  by  ye  name  of  David 

A  child  of  John  Perkins  by  y°  name  of  John 

A  child  of  Ebenr  Goodhue  by  ye  name  of  Samuel 

A  child  of  Moses  Conant  by  yc  name  of  Lois 

A  child  of  John  Balch  by  the  name  of  Rebekah 

Humphrey,  a  son  of  Israel  Clark  Junr 

Abigail,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Fisk 

James',  a  son  of  Eleazer  Lake  Juur 

Sarah,  daughter  of  Robert  Balch 

Betty,  daughter  of  Oliver  Perkins 

Daniel,  son  of  Ephraim  Towne  Junr 

Susannah,  daughter  of  Joseph  Towne  Junr 

Sarah,  daughter  of  Jacob  Towne 

John,  sou  of  Will'"  Estie 

Ruth,  daughter  of  Philemon  Foster  of  yc  Chh.  i 
Linebrook 

Moody,  sou  of  Dan1  Clarke 

Bishop,  son  of  Daniel  Boardman 

Mary,  daughter  of  Nathanael  Smith 

Bccca,  daughter  of  John  Gould 

Lydia,  daughter  of  Nathanael  Averell 

Ebeuczer,  son  of  Nathanael  Fisk 

Matte,  daughter  of  Moses  Conant  of  Linebrook 

Amos,  a  sou  & 

Hitte,  a  daughter  of  John  Gould  Junr 

Sara,  daughter  of  David  Towne  and 

Allen,  a  son  & 

Polly,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Porter  Oct. 


May 

7, 

" 

21, 

June 

18, 

July 

2d, 

(< 

9, 

<< 

16, 

August 

20, 

" 

27, 

Nov. 

2G, 

Jan>' 

7,  1781 

March 

25. 

April 

29, 

June 

17, 

July 

1*. 

August 

12, 

Sepr 

o 

C  ( 

1<», 

Nov. 

11, 

" 

18, 

Fein- 

10,  1783 

March 

2", 

April 

14. 

May 

o. 

Aug1 

4, 

BAPTISMAL  RECORDS  OF  THE  CHURCH  IN  TOPSFIELD, 


Stephen,  a  son  of  Stepn  Towne  Oct. 

Polly,  a  daughter  & 

Daniel,  a  son  of  Daniel  Dodge  Nov. 

and  also 

Rebekah,  daughter  of  Zaccheus  Gould  Junr 

Anna,  daughter  of  Zaccheus  Gould  Junr 

Martha,  daughter  of  Joseph  Cree  and 

William,  sou  of  Philip  McKensie  April 

Billy,  son  of  Oliver  Perkins,  and 

Stephen,  son  of  Nathanael  Smith 

Rachel,  daughter  of  Jacob  Towne  Juur 

Ruth,  daughter  of  Ephraim  Towne  Junr 

Sally,  daughter  of  Samuel  Fisk 

Nabby  & 

Rhoda,  daughters  of  David  Hobbs 

Jacob,  son  of  Benja11  Perley 

Ruth,  daughter  of  John  Gould  Junr 

Moses  Perley,  son  of  Daniel  Clarke 

Daniel,  son  of  Daniel  Boardman 

Daniel,  son  of  Daniel  Hood  Feby 

Miriam,  wife  of  Cap1  Nehemiah  Merrick,  and  their 
children  in  the  following  order  : 

Polly,  a  daughter 

Hannah,  a  daughter 

Joseph,  a  son, 

Edy,  a  daughter 

Nehemiah,  a  son 

The  above  were  baptized  at  Gap*  llerrick's  house 
on  account  of  his  wife's  weak  &  declining  state, 
She  was  at  the  same  time  received  into  full  com- 
munion 

Dorothy,  daughter  of  Nathanael  Avcrill 

Dilly,  daughter  of  Robert  Balcli 

David,  sou  to  Nathana1  Fisk 

John,  son  to  John  Dwinell 

Nathanael,  son  to  Philemon  Foster  of  New  Boston 

Joseph,  son  to  David  Towne 

Sara,  Daughter  to  Elcazer  Lake  Jim* 

Elizabeth,  Daughter  to  Zacheus  Gould  Junr 

Mehitabel,  daughter  to  Joseph  Cree  & 

Mehitabel  daughter  to  Henja'"  Einmerson, 

Samuel  Son  to  Samuel  Gould 

Elizabeth  daughter  to  Philemon  Foster  of  >M>  Chh.  in 

Linebrook  May 


27,  1782. 
10, 

March       2,  1783. 
20, 


May 

4, 

June 

22, 

July 

20, 

August 

3, 

« 

17, 

Sep. 

21, 

*« 

28, 

Janv 

4,  1784 

M 

18, 

Feb-V 

i), 

April 

2. 

May 

1C, 

June 

0, 

Agust 

1st, 

Octr 

17, 

Novr 

7th, 

" 

28. 

March 

20,  1785 

April 

3d, 

M 

24, 
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George,  Son  to  David  Hobbs 

Sara,  Daughter  to  Joseph  Towne  and 

John  Son  to  Philip  McKensie 

Jacob,  Sou  to  Oliver  Perkins 

John  Son  to  John  Gould 

Elijah  Son  to  Stephen  Towne  and 

Polly  daughter  to  Elisha  Perkins 

Betsy,  Daughter  to  Stephen  Pearly  and 

Molly  Daughter  to  Daniel  Gould 

Will"1  Son  to  Moses  Conant  of  Linebrook 

Ebenezer,  Son  to  Daniel  Dodge 

Mary,  Daughter  and 

Ezra,  Son  to  Ezra  Perkins 

Jacob,  Son  to  Jacob  Towne  Jun1 

Jere& 

Francis  sons  & 

Dorothy  a  daughter  to  Benjm  Hood 

Benja"1  son  to  Benja1"  Emerson 

Nathaniel,  son  to  Ezra  Perkins 

Betsey,  Daughter  to  Dan1  Boardman 

Benjamin,  son  to  Robert  Perkins  3a 

Polly,  Daughter  to  Abraham  Hobbs 

Betsey,  Daughter  to  Robert  Balch 

Moses,  son  to  Nathan1  Aver  ill 

Mehitcbel,  daughter  to  Thomas  Foster  of  Linebrook 

Joseph,  son  to  Joseph  Towne 

at  his  house  the  child  being  dangerously  sick 
Elizabeth,  daughter  to  Daniel  Breck 
Lucy,  daughter  to  Sam1  Gould 
Fanny,  daughter  to  Stephen  Perley 
Nathan  Ames  & 

Abraham,  sons  to  Abraham  Foster  Junr 
Prisee,  daughter  to  Stephen  Perkins  Jnnr 

by  yc  Rev<l  Mr  ITolyokc 
Lnke,  son  to  David  Towne 
Nabby,  Daughter  to  David  Perkins  Junr 
Jacob,  Daughter  (son)  to  John  Dwinnell 
lluldah,  Daughter  to  Zaeh*  Gould  Jilfi* 

By  the  Rev.  Mr  Frisbie 
Mary,  Daughter  to  Thoa  Porter 
Edward  Allen  Son  to  Ditto 
Daniel,  Son  to  Daniel  Brock 
Nabby,  Daughter  to  Ahra,n  Foster  Jnnr 


July 


31,  1785 


Aug1 

21, 

Sep1 

Hi 

14 

25, 

OctT 


Nov 


( I 

20, 

<  < 

27, 

Jan>' 

29,  17SC 

March 

11), 

April 

9, 

" 

" 

June 

20, 

Decern. 

5, 

Feb- 

1,  17S7 

March 

11, 

" 

18, 

April 

15, 

June 

10, 

" 

24, 

July 

15, 

Sep' 

30, 

Nov. 

11, 

Decern. 

— , 

Jany 

27,  1788 

Fehr> 

17, 

>( 

24. 
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1788. 


Daniel, 

Aaron, 

Mary, 
John, 

children  of  Aaron  Kneeland 

March 

2, 

Moses, 

Ezra, 

. 

Sarah,  daughter  to  David  Perkins  Junr 

" 

30, 

Amos,  son  to  Robert  Perkins  Junr 

April 

13, 

Nehemiah,  son  to  Aaron  Kneeland 

May 

18, 

Lydia  Daughter  to  John  Gould  Junr 

July 

6, 

Susanna  Daughter  to  abraham  Hobbs 

Oct. 

12, 

May  26,  1788.  "The  Chh.  met,  &  having  attended  to 
the  renewal  of  the  pastor's  request  for  a  dismission,  con- 
sented to  it,  &  voted  an  acceptance  of  what  the  Com'ttee 
had  prepared  as  a  recommendation.  They  then  proceeded 
to  the  choice  of  M*  Jacob  Kimball  as  Clerk,  to  record  the 
votes  of  the  Chh.  and  having  in  a  very  affectionate  &  sol- 
emn manner  united  in  prayer,  the  pastor  &  brethren, 
parted." 


'Topsfield,  November  12th,  1789.     This  day  convened 
the  Reverend  Gentlemen  before  requested  to  sit  in  coun-  . 
cil,    (Mr   Oliver    excepted)    with   the   delegates  of  their 
churches,  &  ordained  Mr  Asahel  Huntington  to   the  pas- 
toral office  in  this  place. 

Mr  Nott  [of  Franklin,  Conn.]  made  the  introductory 
prayer — M1'  Hart  [of  Preston,  Conn.]  Preached  a  sermon 
from  Heb.  12th  1st  "  Wherefore  seeing  we  also  are  com- 
passed about  with  so  great  a  cloud  of  witnesses" — Mr 
Smith  [of  Middleton]  made  the  consecrating  prayer — Mr 
Cleaveland  [of  Ipswich]  gave  the  charge — M1  Ilolyoke 
[of  Boxford]  gave  the  right  hand  of  Fellowship — -Mr  Dana 
[of  Ipswich]  made  the  concluding  prayer." 


Esther*  daughter  to  Robert  Perkins  Jtm*  Jan.       IIth,  1790, 

Zaccluuis,  son  to  Zacclicus  Gould  .Ir  Feb.      88th, 


BAPTISMAL  RECORDS  OF  THE  CHURCH  IX  TOPSF1ELD. 


Sally,  Daugter  of  Stephen  Perley 

Lucy,  Daughter  to  Benjn  Emerson,  Boxford, 

Lucy  Kimball  Perley,  Daughter  to  Solomon  Perley 

of  Boxford  offered  for  Baptism  by  Mr  Jacob 

Kimball  grandfather  to  yc  child, 
Nathaniel,  Son  to  Daniel  Borclman 
Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  Porter 
John,  a  Son  of  Abraham  Foster  Junr 
Asa,  son  of  Aaron  Kneeland 
David,  son  of  John  Gould 
David,  son  of  David  Perkins 
Allen,  Son  of  Robert  Balch  . 
Jacob,  son  of  John  Hood  Junr 
Hannah  Potter,  Daughter  of  Stephen  Perkins 
Elijah,  son  of  Thomas  Porter 
Ira,  a  son,  & 

Sally,  a  Daughter  of  Daniel  Porter 
Humphrey,  a  son  of  Zac  Gould  Jur 
A  child  of  Daniel  Bordmans 
Samuel,  Son  of  Aaron  Kneeland 
Asa,  sou  of  Samuel  Gould 
Patty,  Daughter  of  John  Gould 
Nehemiah,  son  of  Nehcmiah  Cleaveland 

of  Stephen  Perkins 

Bradstreet,  son  of  Benjamin  Emerson 
Cynthia  Cummings,  Daughter  of  yc 

Rev'1  Joseph  Cummings  Disceased 

By  yc  wife  of  Robert  Perkins  Junr 
John,  Son  of  Ezra  Perkius 
John,  Son  of  John  Hood  Junr 
Samuel,  Son  of  Aaron  Conant 
Eunice,  Daughter  of  Aaron  Conant 
Aaron,  Son  of  Aaron  Conant 
Alethea,  Daughter  of  Asahel  Huntington 
Nehemiah,  Son  of  Robert  Perkins  Junr 
Benjamin,  Son  of  Jacob  Towne  Junr 
John,  Son  of  Zaccheus  Gould 
Ester,  Daughter  of  Samuel  Gould 
Stephen,  Son  of  Stephen  Perkins 
Mary,  Daughter  of  Elisha  Perkins 
Clarissa  & 

Bestsy,  Daughters  of  Cornelius  Gould 
Anna  & 
Ruth,  Twins,  Daughters  of  John  Hood  Jr 


Feb.     28th,  1700. 


Oct' 

17th, 

" 

SI*, 

Jan. 

9l,\ 

Feb. 

13th, 

" 

27* 

March 

27lh, 

Aug*1 

20lh, 

Jan. 

lft, 

Aug51 

r.th 

Oct' 

7th, 

June 


AugRt 
Sept. 


Oct' 


March 
April 

May 


An  erst 


1791. 


28th, 


179 


1793. 


1794. 
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Benjamin,  Son  of  Joseph  Cree 

Elisabeth,  Daughter  of  Joseph  Cree 

John,  a  son  of  Joseph  Cree 

Nathaniel,  Son  of  Aaron  Conant 

Elisabeth,  Daughter  of  Ezra  Perkins 

John,  Son  of  John  Gould  Jr 

William  Addle,  Baptized,  offered  by  Eliuzer  Lake 

Elisha,  Son  of  Asahel  Huntington 

Betsy,  Daughter  of  Stephen  Perkins  Oct.       2fith, 

Humphry,  Son  of  Zaccheus  Gould 

William,  Son  of  Mr.  Tenuy 

Betsey,  Daughter  of  Robert  Perkins  J 

William  Neal,  Son  of  Nehemiah  Cleaveiand 

David,  Son  of  John  Hood  Jr 

William  Porter,  Son  of  Aaron  Kneeland 

Asahel,  Son  of  Asahel  Huntington 

Betsey,  Daughter  of  Deac.  John  Gould 

Joseph  Porter,  son  of  Cornelius  Gould 

Eleazer,  Son  of  Zaccheus  Gould 

Sally,  Daughter  of  Samuel  Gould 

Richard,  a  son  of  John  Hood  Jr 

Hezekiah,  Son  of  Asahel  Huntington  August  17th,  1S00. 

Mercy,  Daughter  of  David  Perkins  Jr 

Sarah,  Daughter  of  Moses  Averell  deceased  Octr         5th, 

Lydia      ^ 

Phebe       I  Daughters  of  Moses  Bradstreet  "        12th, 

Cynthia  J 

Mary,  Daughter  of  John  Hood  Jr  Novr      30'J', 


Feb* 

8l\  1796. 

April 

1*, 

Lake 

May 

Oct. 

2fith, 

Sept. 

17th,  1797. 

Oct" 

7th, 

Jan-V 

IP1',  1708. 

Esc, 

May 

June 
Augus 

201", 

■ 

June 

1799. 

July 

August  2G,h, 

Not« 

24tb 

1 


David 

Nabby 

Samuel 

Pamela  ^  Children  of  David  £  Ditty  Cunmiiiigs    March      89,1801. 

Sylvester 

Hiram         J 

Moses     ^ 

Haffield    I  Children  of  Simon  Gould  Jr  May       31st, 

Sally        J 

Mary,  Daughter  of  John  Balch 

Charles 

Children  of  Thomas  Perkins 


Daughters  of  John  Batehelder  .)r  Sept1 
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William,  Son  of  Aaron  Conant 

Cynthia,  Daughter  of  Eli  Brown  Octr        4th,  1601. 

Eunice,  Daughter  of  Moses  Bradstreet 

Sarah,  Daughter  of  John  Balch  "        IS*, 

Fanny,  Daughter  of  Cornelius  Gould  Nov.         1st, 

Eunice,  Daughter  of  Zaccheus  Gould  "        29t;', 

Mary,  Daughter  of  N.  Cleaveland  Esqr  May        9th,  1602. 

Anna 

Lydia 

Sally  )■     Pni.-Ltrrs  »[  i  l;.,-..i 

Phebe 

Polly 

Robert,  Son  of  Robert  Lake 

Hannah,  Daughter  of  Robert  Lake  " 

Hitty       i 

p  ,,  V  Daughters  of  Jonas  Merriam  August  15th, 

Thomas  Wendal  Duraut,  a  boy  indented  til  of  jigc 

to  Jonas  Merriam  "  " 

Mary  Ann,  Daughter  of  Asehel  Huntington  Septr  2GU\ 

Mrs.  Lucy  Friend  &  Novr  14th, 

Sally  Friend,  Daughter  of  Lucy  M 

Richard,  Son  of  John  Hood  April  3'1,  1803. 

Polly,  Daughter  of  Sam1  Gould  "  10th, 

Samuel  Yvrhite,  Son  of  Simon  Gould  June  12*'', 

Jonas,  Son  of  Jonas  Merriam  &  Mehitable  his  Wife  "  " 

Ruthy 

Hezekiah  Balch 

„  ,  Children  of  John  Perkins  &  Sarah 

Rebecca  >  . 

Robert  n      V' 

Mary 

Jane   Searl,  Daughter  of  Thoms  Tcnny 

Ebcne^zer  }lwin  Sous  of  Nehcmiah  Cleaveland  Es4r  March  12th,  [180-1.1 

Benjamin  Conant,  son  of  David  Perkins 

Jacob  Perkins,  son  of  Jacob  Towne  3d 

John,  a  son  of  John  Perkins  June      10th,  1805. 

John  Capcn,  Son  of  John  Balch 

George,  Son  of  John  Hood 

Elijah,  Son  of  Simon  Gould 

Elijah  Perkins,  Son  of  Zebulon  Perkins  May         7t!\  180C. 

Elisha  Lord,  son  of  Nehemiah  Cleaveland  Esq1 

John,  a  son  of  John  Wright  deceased 

Mary,  daughter  of  .Jacob  Towne  3"1 

Jonathan  Know  Hon,  son  oi  Thos  Perkins  Ju1  Jany 

George,  son  of  John  Hood 


May 

13th 

u 

o-th 

June 

ie*, 

" 

23d 

Octr 

5th 

Decembr  lrt 

Mav 

7t!l 

Septr 

71'1 

Oct' 

2('.th 

Jam- 

l&* 

July 

j;:i 
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Nehemiah,  son  of  JolmBalch 

Ezra,  son  of  Jacob  Towne  Junior 

Thorndike  Osgood,  son  of  Simon  Gould 

Lucy,,  Daughter  of.  John  Hood 

Baptized  the  Children  of  Daniel  Wildes  & 

Euni[c]e  his  Wife  By  the  following  names,  viz 

Joshua 

Sally 

Thomas 

Israel 

Mehi  table 

William  Porter,  son  of  Amos  Gallop  , 

Stephen  Perkins,  son  of  Edward  Hammond  Lately 

deceased  Sept 

Sarah  Manning,  adult,  Daughter  of  John  Manning 

esq.  of  Ipswich  Jan. 


June 

12, 

1803. 

Octr 

23d, 

Septf 

21th, 

1800. 

Novr 
Sept. 


1G1\ 
30th, 


811 


31st,  181: 


Keverend  Asahel  Huntington  died  April  22'1  1813,  aged 
52  years,  one  month  and  live  days,  K  after  having  served  as 
the  affectionate,  faithful  and  beloved  Pastor  of  the  Church 
of  Christ  in  Topsficld  twenty  two  years  and  five  months — 
his  praise  was  in  the  Churches." 


Elisabeth 

Lydia 

Samuel 

Children  of  Samuel  Todd 

July 

17'\  1815 

Alethca 
Louisa,  ad ul 

t  daughter  of  Jonas  Warren 

Septr 

21st,  1S17 

Caleb  Kimball,  adult 

Novr 

yt», 

Sarah 

Parker 

Harriet 
Charles 

-    Children  of  Jonas  &  Sarah  Warren 

» 

2lV\ 

Lucinda 

Adeline 

John  Peabody  .inn.  ad  nit 

May 

»!*,  ISIS 

Widow  Elisabeth  Waite 

Augustine  Symonds  son  of  John  Peabody  jun. 

William      ^ 

Children  of  Widow  Elisabeth  Waite 

Elizabeth    | 
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Lydia  Bradstrect,  daughter  of  Nehemiah  &  Lydia 


Perkins 


John,  son  of  Samuel  and  Lydia  Todd  June        I*  1817. 

Rebecca  Gallup,  adult  Nov1        1*,  1818. 

Sarah 

Caroline      f   Children  of  Thomas  Perkins  juil  and 

Elisabeth  Sarah  his  wife  "  " 

Thomas 

by  Revd  Isaac  Bramin 
Benjamin  Franklin -\ 

Rebecca  I  Children  of  Benjamin  and  Re- 

Lucy  Ann  J         becea  Perkius  Aug.        8"',  1819. 


"The  town  having  concurred  with  the  chh.  in  the  : 


c 


;,'l 


pointment  of  the  day  for  the  ordination  of  Rodney  Gove 
Dennis,  an  ecclesiastical  Council  met  at  Topstield  on 
Wednesday,  Oct.  4,  1820,  agreeably  to  letters  missive 
from  the  chh.  in  Topstield,  requesting  them  to  assist  in 
ordaining  Mr.  Rodney  Gove  Dennis  over  them  as  their 
Pastor. 

Present  Pastors  Delegates 

Chh.  in  Hambleton, Br.  Whipple, 

South  Chh.  Ipswich,  Rev.  Dr.  Dana,  Br.  Day, 

First  Chh.     Do,        Rev.  David  Kimball,    Br.  Moses  Lord, 
First  Chh.  Danvers,  Rev.  Dr.Wadsworth,  Br.  Putnam. 
Sec.  Chh.  Rowley,    Rev.  Isaac  Braman,      Br.  Adams. 
First  Chh.  Boxford,  Rev.  David  Briggs,     Br.  Perley, 
Chh.  in  N.  Ipswich, 

N.  H.,  Rev.  Richard  Hall, 

Chh.    in  Newbury- 

port, Br.  Pettengal, 

Chh.  in  Middleton, Br.  Synionds, 

The  council  being  organized,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Dana, 
D.D.,  was  chosen  moderator,  &  the  Rev.  1.  Braman, 
Scribe. 
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The  moderator  addressed  the  throne  of  grace.  Docu- 
ments were  then  read  testifying  the  call  from  the  chh.   & 
people  in '  Topsfield  to  Mr.  Dennis,  &  his  answer  in  the 
affirmative  to  the  same.     The  candidate  then  being  exam- 
ined,   it  was    voted    unanimously,   that    the    council    are 
satisfied  of  the  regularity  of  the  proceedings  of  the  chh.  & 
Town  relative  to  the   settlement  of  Mr.  D.  &  also  with 
his  qualifications  as  to  piety  &  knowledge    for  the  sacred 
ministry;  &  that  they  will  proceed   to  ordain  him  as  soon 
as  may  he  over  the  chh.  &  people  in  this  place. 
Voted,  That  Rev.  Mr.  Braman  make  in.  prayer. 
llev.  Mr.  Hall  preach  the  sermon. 
Rev.  Dr.  Dana  make  ordaining  prayer. 
Rev.  Dr.  Wadsworth  [make]  charge. 
Rev.  Mr.  Briggs  [give]  Rt.  Hand. 
Rev.  Mr.  Kimball  address  the  chh. 
&  conclude  by  prayer. 
*  Voted,  to  proceed  at  J  past  10  oclock." 


Children  of  William  &  Elizabeth  Co- 

nant  Nov.        10,  1620. 


Calvin 

Elizabeth 

Ruth 

Louis 

Nehcmiah,  son  of  Nehcmiah  &  Lydia  Ferkins,  April       29,  1821. 

Mary,  daughter  of  Rodney  G.  &  Mary  Dennis,  Jan.         20,  1832. 

Mary,  infant  daughter  of  Saml  &  Lydia  Todd,  March       3, 

Mary  Elizabeth,  infant  daughter  of  John  &  Mary 
Perkins, 

Abigail,  infant  daughter  of  Thomas  &  Sarah  Per- 
kins, Nov.         10, 

Phebe  Wildes,  infant  daughter  of  Nehcmiah  &  Lydia 

Perkins,  Dec.         22, 

Thcodosia  Dennis,  infant  daughter  of  R.  G.  &  M.  P. 

Dennis,  May  IS,  1823. 

Elizabeth  Ashby,  infant  daughter  of  Benja.  &  Re- 
becca Perkins,  June  1, 

*  No  further  record  appears  of  the  proceedings  of  the  ordination. 
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Thomas  Emerson,  infant  child  of  James  &.  Lydia 

Steams  of  Salem,  June        15,182.°,. 

Ruth  Gould,  daughter  of  Joseph  Gould,  July         13, 

Ruth  Gould;  infant  daughter  of  Dea.  Saml.  &  Lydia 

Todd,  Aug.         10, 

John  Brown,  child  of  Capt.  John& Peabody,  July  4,  1824. 

Jesse  Appleton  & 

Jane  Abigail,   infant  children   of  R.  G.  &  M.  F. 

Dennis,  "  18, 

David  Peabody,  son  of  John  &  Lydia  Peabody,  Aug.        15, 

Austin,  infant  child  of  Nehemiah  &  Lydia  Perkins,        "  " 

Benjamin,  infant  child  of  Sam'l  &  Lydia  Todd,  Dec.         2G, 

Mary  Jane,  infant  daughter  of  Thomas  &  Sarah 

Perkins,  July         10,  1825. 

Eunice  Cummiugs,  infant  daughter  of  William  and 

Elizabeth  Conant,  [Lyndebrook]  "  " 

Rodney,  infant  child  of  R.  G.  &  M.  P.  Dennis,  April         2,  182C. 

Moses  Bradstrect,  infant  child  of  Nehemiah  &  Lydia 

Perkins  Aug.         20, 

Mrs.  Eliza,  wife  of  Mr.  Elisha  Perkins  Jr.  Oct.  1, 

Edward  Augustus,  infant  child  of  Benja.  &  Rebecca 

Perkins,  May  13,  1827. 

Joel  Rogers,  son  of  Mr.  John  Peabody,  July         22, 

Josiah,  son  of  late  Capt.  Ebcn'r  Peabody  "  " 

Hiram  Kneeland,  and 
Cynthia  Hobbs,  and 
Rhoda  Cummiugs,  children  of  Mr.  George  &  Mrs. 

Mary  Hobbs,  "  21), 

Joseph,  infant  child  of  E.  G.  Dennis,  April        13,  1828. 

Ruth  Lamson,  infant  child  of  Nehemiah  &  Lydia 

Perkins,  "  " 

Mehitable,  infant  child  of  Dea.  S.  Todd  May  4, 

Esther  Wildes,  infant  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Stone. 

M.D.  May  3,  182'.). 


Rev.  Rodney  G.  Dennis  upon  his  own  request  was  dis- 
missed from  the  pastoral  office  in  Topsticld  by  a  Council 
of  Churches  held  May  6,  1829.  The  relations  existing 
between  Church  and  pastor  were  dissolved  on   May  18, 
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Edward  Parker,  infant  son  of  Revd  Rodney  G. 
Dennis  and  Mary  P.  Dennis  was  baptised  by 
the  father  of  the  child  April    25th,    1830. 

Attest;     N.  Cleaveland,  Clerk. 


Rev.  James  F.  McEwen  formerly  settled  over  the 
Church  in  Bridport,  Vermont,  was  installed  pastor  of  the 
Church  in  Topsficld  on  May  5,  1830.  Nine  churches  were 
represented  by  pastor  and  delegate  in  the  ecclesiastical 
council. 


William  Gunnison  on  his  own  account  Sept.  5,  1830. 

Huldah  Pike  (wife  of  Beivja.  P.  Jr.)  her  own  ac- 
count "  " 

Susan  Cummings  Jr.  her  own  account  "  " 

Alpheus  Justus  Pike  & 

Alethina  Philena  Pike,  on  account  of  Huldah,  wife 

of  Berg*  Pike  Jr.  Octr.        21, 

William  Bradstreet  on  his  own  account  Novr  7, 

Ebcnezer  Pcabody     •'"..*'        "  "  " 

PerleyBalch  Jr.        "     «•       "        " 

Benjamin  Howe         "     "       "         "  u  " 

Thomas  Furgison      "     "       "         "  "  " 

Abigail  Wildes   (wife  of  Humphrey  W)  her  own 

account  "  " 

Susan  Cummings  (widow)  on  her  own  account  M  " 

Priscilla  Bradstreet  (widow)  on  her  own  account  "  " 

Mary  Perkins  (Dan.  of  Elisha)  on  her  own  account       " 

Huldah  W.  Perkins  (Dan.  of  Elijah)  on  her  own  ac- 
count "  «4 

William  Thomas  Gunnison       ^ 

Elisha  Washington  Gunnison 

Mary  Ann  Gunnison 

John  Harrington  Gunnison 

Daniel  Lungrecn  Gunnison 

Lydia  Smith  Gunnison 

Lucy  Elizabeth  Gunnison 

William  Pea  on  his  own  account  Janv  2,  1831 

Israel  Pea  Jr.         •'     "      "  k<  "  " 


Children  baptized 
on  account  of  their 
father  W"?  Gunnison  Dec' 
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Dudley  Perkins      on  his  own  account  Jan? 

Amos  Perkins  Jr.  "     "      "          "  " 
Lucy  Peabody  (Dan.  of  Widow  Mercy)  her  own 

account '  " 
Mary  Ann  Peabody  (Dau.  same)  her  own  account  " 
Mary  Cook  her  own  account  " 
Sarah  Brown  "  "  "  " 
Eunice  K.  Adams  (wife  of  Moody)  her  own  account  " 
Mary  Ann  Balch  (wife  of  Nehemiah)  her  own  ac- 
count " 
Dolly  Pike  (Dau.  of  Benja.)  her  own  account  " 
Eunice  Balch  (Dau.  of  Perley)  "  "  "  " 
Abigail  Perkins  (Dau.  of  Elijah)  "  "  "  " 
Bartholomew  Conant  on  his  own  account  March 
John  Larasou  M  "  "  "  " 
John  Conant  Jr.  "  "  "  "  " 
Benjamin  Pike  Jr.  "  "  "  "  " 
Nathaniel  Wells            "    •«      '* 

Humphrey  Balch  "  **  xt  "  " 
Sarah  Raich  (wife  of  Perley)  her  own  account  " 
Mercy  Bea  (wife  of  John)  "  "  M  " 
Eunice  Bradstrcet  (wife  of  Wm)  her  own  account  " 
Mercy  Peabody  (Dau.  of  Wid.  Mercy)  her  own  ac- 
count " 
Elizabeth  Peabody  (Dau.  of  Wid.  Mercy)  her  own 

account  " 

Porter  Brad  street  on  his  own  account  May 

Nancy  Towne  (wife  of  Dan1)  her  own  account  " 
Mchitable  Br[a]dstreet  (wife  of  Porter)  her  own 

account  " 

Eunice  Stiles  her  own  account  " 
Lucy  Gile 

Eliza  Bradstreet  (Daughter  of  Dudley)  her  own  ac- 
count " 
Sarah  Bradstreet  (Daughter  of  Dudley)  her  own 

account  " 

Ruth  Bea  (Daughter  of  Israel)  her  own  account  M 
Abigail  Bradstrcet  (Daughter  of  William)  her  own 

account  M 

Sarah  Bradstreet  (wife  of  John)  her  own  account  July 
Asahel  Huntington  Todd,  on  account   of    Father 

Dea.  Sam1  Todd  " 
Caleb  Kimball  Perkins,  on  account   of  Parents  Na- 
thaniel &  Judith  Perkins 


2,  1831. 
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Children  on  account 
'  of  their  father  Johu 
Lamson  Aug1  7,  1831. 


Josiah  Bridge  Lamson 

Alathca  Huntington  Lamson 

Mercy  .Perkins  Lamson 

Mar}7  Ann  Lamson     , 

Priscilla  Augusta  Lamson 

John  Augustus  Lamson 

Elbridge  Fiske  Perkins^ 

Rodney  Dennis  Perkins      Children  on  account  of 

Lydia  Phippen  Perkins  >  their    parents   DucUy    & 

Dudly  Quincy  Perkins    1    Sarah  Perkins  V  " 

Mary  Elizabeth  Perkins  J 

Ann  Maria  Lake  ^   Children  on  account  of 

John  Batchelder  Lake    t  their  Mother  Phcbc,  the 

Silas  Page  Lake  J   wife  of  Silas  Lake  "  " 

Robert  Channell  on  his  own  account  Sept1  1, 

Hannah  Balcjt  (Dau.  of  David  B.)  her  own  account      ',*  " 

Sally  Balch  (Dau.  of  David  B.)         "       " 

Elizabeth  Cynthia  Andrews,  on  account  ofher 

mother  the  wife  of  Joseph  Andrews  "  18, 

Elizabeth  Day  Bradstreet,  on  account  of  her  mother 

widow  Priscilla  Bradstreet  "  " 

Ruth  Esther  Gould  Perkins,  on  account  of  her 
Mother  Lydia  Perkins,  wife  of  Nehemiah  Per- 
kins, October  10, 

John  Dwinnel  1 

David  Holt  Dwinnel  ;    _,  .,  . 

0       ,  T>    ,  .      ,,.     .       ,  Children  on  account 

Sarah  Perkins  Dwinnel 

T      .      ,..  ,       .    ,^    •       i  of  their  mother  Louisa 

Louisa  Richards  Dwinnel  V 

TJ.  ,    .,    .   0     ,.     TA    .  ,      Dwinnel  wife  of  John 

Hiphzibah  Sophia  Dwinnel  i  ^                                      ,«          „„ 

Esther  Mehitable  Pwinnel 

Willard  Adolplms  Dwinnel   J 

Priscilla  Lamson  ("wife  of  John)  on  her  own  ac- 
count Nov1'  C>, 

Hannah  Perkins  (wife  of  David)  on  her  own  ac- 
count " 

Lois  Moore  (wife  of  Thomas)  on  her  own  account        "  " 

Abigail  W.  Kimball  (wife  of  Benja)  on  her  own  ac- 
count u 

Abigail  Wildes  (Daughter  of  Humphry)  on  her  own 

account  M  " 

Harriet  Towne  (Daughter  of  Jacob  3d)  on  her  own 

account  "  " 

Israel  Gallup      on  his  own  account  Jany  1,183 

Abraham  T.  Pierce       "  "  .... 
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Richard  Phillips  on  his  own  account  Jany        1,    1832. 

Joseph  Phillips  "  "  "  " 

Betsy  Gould  (Dau.  of  Joseph)  on  her  own  account      "  " 

Mary  j;  Phillips  (Dan.  of  Richard) 

Sarah  Phillips  (Dau.  of  Richard)  "         "  li  » 

Mehi[t]ableBalch  (Dau.  of  Perlcy)       " 

Lydia  Pcabody  (wife  of  John)  *'        "  "  " 

Mary  Cross  "         *'  "  - 

Mary  Munday  (wife  of  TVm) 

Elizabeth  Gallup  (wife  of  Israel)  "         '*  "  M 

Lydia  B.  Emerson  (widow)  "         "  "  " 

Harriet  J.  Emerson  (Dau.  of  Widow  L.)    on  her 

own  account  "  »■ 

Lois    R.  Carter  (wife  of  Sylvester)  on  her  own 

account  "  » 

Lydia  Bradstreet  (Dau.  of  Cap*.  Dudley)  on.  her 

own  account  "  " 

Anstiss  P.  Balch  (Dau.  of  David)  on  her  own  account    "  " 

Benjamin  P.  Adams  on  his  own  account  March        4, 

Eunice  B.  Wells  on  her  own  account  "  •« 

Mary  Ann  Curamings  (Daughter  of  Widow  Susan 

C.)  on  her  own  account  "  <( 

Sally  M.  Munday,  Daughter  of  Wm,  her  own  ac- 
count "  " 

Betsey  Gould  (Daughter  of  Andrew  G.)  her  owu  ac- 
count "  " 

Benjamin  Adams  on  his  own  account  May  G. 

Lydia  Smith  on  her  own  account  »  << 

Lucy  M.  Wilkins  "     " 

Elizabeth  C.  Wilk ins  "     "       "  "  << 

Gustavus  Dorman  Pike  on  account  of  his  parents 

Benja.  Jr.  &  Huldah  Pike  July  1. 

Abigail  Kimball  McEwen,on  account  of  her  parents 
(by  adoption)  Revd  Jas.  F.  &  Harriet  C.  Mc- 
Ewen  ««  " 

Frederick  Pcrley  on  his  owu  account  "  •« 

Sarah  Abigail  Perkins)  on  account  of  their  mother 

David  Perkins  i    Hannah,  wife  of  David  P.       "  15, 

Mary  Ann  Whiting  Moore,  on  account  of  her  mother 

Lois  Moore  the  wife  of  Thomas  M.  Septr.       16, 

Edwin  D.  Sanborn  on  his  own  account  July  7,  1S33. 

Arner  Averell  on  her  own  account  "  M 

Benjamin  Flavins  Pike,  on  account  of   his  parents 

Benj11  Jr.  &  Huldah  Pike.  "  38, 
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Dudley  Bradstreet      .    On  acount  of  their  mother 

John  Bradstreet  l     Sarah  Bradstreet,  the  wife 

Israel  Rea Bradstreet  J      of  John  Bradstreet  October  20,  1833. 

Thomas  Franklin  Ferguson  on  account  of  his  parents 

Thos.  &  Huldah  Ferguson  "  M 

Caroline  L.  Hart  on  her  own  account  Jan>'  5,  1834. 

Mary  Ann  Perkins  on  account  of  her  mother,  Han- 
nah, the  wife  of  David  Perkins  July         13, 
Susan  Alzea  Stone  on  account  of  her  father  Doctr. 

Jer.  Stone  '«  20, 

Arathusa  Elizabeth  Pike  on  account  of  her  parents 

Benja.  Jr.  &  Huldah  Pike  Augt.       24, 

Ebene/.er  Peabody  on  account  of  his  parents  Eben- 

ezer  &  Abigail  Peabody  June         21,  183f». 

Edwin  Augustine  Peabody  on  account  of  his  father 

Augustine  S.  Peabody  "  " 

Jacob  Symonds  Peabody  on  account  of  his  father 

Augustine  S.  Peabody  July         24,  183G. 

George  Winsiow  Dwinnel,  on  account  of  his  mother 

Louisa,  the  wife  of  John  Dwinnel  Octr.        23, 

Moses  Wildes  Stone  on  account  of  his  father  Doctr. 

Jeremiah  Stone  Novr        20, 

Josiah  Peabody  Perkins   -\  on   account  of  their 

[•   parents  Dudly  &  Sarah 
Samuel  Webster  Perkins  J    Perkins  Septr.        17,1837. 

Edward  Hammond  Ferguson  \  on  account  of  parents 

I   Thomas  &  Huldah 
Ruth  Abigail  Ferguson  J    Ferguson  "  " 


Harriet  Elizabeth  Bathink  on  her  own  account  July  1,  1838. 

Lucy  Foster  on  her  own  account  Septr.        2, 

Elias  Putnam  Peabody  on  account  of  his  Parents 

Ebenezer  &  Abigail  Peabody  «■  9, 

George  Cowls  Perkins  on  account  of  his  Parents 

Nathaniel  Jr.  &  Lucy  Perkins  "  " 

Charlotte  W.  Taplin  on  her  own  account  Jan?  6,  1839. 

Betsey  Perkins,  wife  of  Amos  P.  on  her  own  ac- 
count March       3, 

Betsey  Gould  wife  of  Tho*  G.  on  her  own  account        "  " 

Hannah  P.  Bradstreet  dau.  of  Porter,  on  her  own 

account  M  " 

Thomas  L.  Lane    on  his  own  account  "  " 

Robert  S.  Perkins    "     "      •«        ■■  «•  M 

Alva  Moulton  4«     » 

Asa  Bradstreet         "     "       «         ««  May  f>, 

3 
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Lydia  Bradstrect  (Dau.  of  Wm  B)  on  her  own  ac- 
count May  5,  183*.'. 

Sophia  C.  Ferkins  (Dau.  of  Amos  P)  on  her  own  ac- 

count  "  " 

Catherine  C.  Adams  on  account  of  her  parents  BenjB 

P.  &  Mary  Ann  Adams  "  12, 

Rosamond  P.  Ferguson  on  account  of  her  parents 

Thomas  &  Huldah  Ferguson  "  " 

Thomas  S.  Peabody  on  account  of  his  father  Au- 
gustine S.  Peabody  "  " 

William  G.  Peabody  "J    on  account  of  their  mother 
V     Almira  the  wife  of  William 

George  W.  Peabody  j      Peabody  "  " 

Mehctable  F.  Adams  wife  of  Beirj*  P.  Adams  on  her 

own  account  July  7, 

Frederick  Wallace  Perley  \    on  account  of  parents 

Greenleaf  Proctor  Perley  I     Frederick  &  Almira  P. 

Susan  Kllen  Perley  J      Perley  Aug1         25, 

Emerson  P.  Gould  on  his  own  account  Septemr     1, 

Jonathan  P.  Gould  "     '■ 

Ariel  II.  Gould  "     " 

Moses  J.  Currier      "     "      "         "  "  " 

Henry  A.  Merriam  "     "       ••         "  "  " 

James  K.  Gilford      "     "      "        " 

Elizabeth  Simonds     on  her  own  account  "  " 

Mary  A.  Gould  "      "       "         "  "  " 

Sally  F.  Gould  "      "       " 

Ann  Gould  "      "       '«         "  "  " 

Ruth  P.  Batchelder    "      "       " 

Mary  E.  Munday        "      "      '•        "  "  •' 

Almira  P.  Perley        •*      "      " 

Isaiah  M.  Small  ■■     his     "         "  Nov.  3, 

John  A.  Gould  "      "       "         " 

Ruth  Lake  "     her     u        " 

Eliza  G.  Adams  "      "       "         " 

Elizabeth  A.  Gould    "      "       "        "  " 

Mary  Ann  E.  Coburn  on  her  own  account  "  " 

Catherine  K.  Wells  on  her  own  account  Jany  5,  1840. 

Lucy  11.  Lake  "     "       "         "  "  " 

Huldah  Florilla  Pike       \    on  account  of  their  par- 

Ithamah  Evandah  Pike  t     ents  Benjamin  &  Huldah 

Amanda  Dolly  Pike       J      Pike  February  16, 

Abby  Wildes   Wright  on  account  of  her  parents 

John  &  Abigail  Wright  May         17, 
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Minerva  Achsah  Pike  on  account  of  her  parents 

Benja  &  Huldah  Tike  February  14,  1841 

Lucy  Abby  Peabody  on  account  of  her  parents  Ebe- 

nezer. &  Abigail  Peabody  April         18, 


1841.  May  5.  "The  pastoral  relation  of  the  Revd 
James  F.  McEwen  to  this  chh.  closed  agreeably  to  the  re- 
sult of  the  Council  of  February  last;  the  Parish  having 
paid  him  his  salary,  &  two  hundred  &  fifty  dollars  of  the 
sum  awarded  him,  &  he  having  relinquished  one  hun- 
dred dollars," 
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